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John Home Teoke fet to the har. 

TOOKE. My Lord, I defirc, as neceflary for the 
purpofe of my defence, that I may quit the fituation in which I 
at prcfent ftand, and be placed near to thofe Counfel which the 
Court have affigncd to me for my affiflance in my defence. 

Lord Chief JuJIice Eyre. That is an indulgence which I have 
hardly ever known given to any perfon in your fituation. 

Mr, Tooke. I am perfeftly aware that it is unufual, but I beg 
your Lord/hip to obferve, that every thing in the courfe of thefe 
proceedings is likewife unufual. I beg your Lordfnip to con- 
fider, that the proceedings upon the laft trial will fill, as I am 
well informed by the fliort-hand writer, fixteen hundred clofe 
printed o£lavo pages. That trial lafted nine days, eight days 
trial, and one day between. The nature of the indiSment is 
fuch, that it has been impolEble for me to guefs what would 
come before your Lordihip 5 it has been equally impoffible for 
me to inftruft my Counfel ; they cannot know the paflTages of 
my life ; and, from what 1 have feen of the laft trial, the \i^olc 
paflTages of my life, and thofe which are not pafl&ges of my life, 
but are only imputed to me, will be brought before you : how 
is it poflible for my Counfel to know thofe particular fadls which 
arc known only to myfelf ? If ever there was a cafe where in- 
dulgence was fit to be granted it is this j yet your Lordihrp will 
forgive me for faying, that I claim it as my right hy law, and 
do not afk it as an indulgence. 

Undoubtedly I mean to Ihew no difrcfpcS to any one at this 
time, when it is my intereft to conciliate all -y but I cannot help 
faying, that if I were a Judge, that word indulgence {hould 
never iflue from my lips. My Lord, you have no indulgence to 
Ihew; you are bound to be juft, and to be juft is to do that 
which is ordered j what is not ordered I fhall not afk, and your 
Lordfliip cannot grant ; but if you have any doubt that it is my 
right by law, to be placed in that fituation which is beft adapt- 
ed for me to make my defence, I fliall dcfire to encounter the 
•Jf^ai)(ii{ig; and ;5ibility of the Attorney and Solicitor CJeneral. 
I claittV t«- bif placed by the fide of my Counfel, for the pur- 
iOi: pofc 
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pofc of making my defence ; and I hope yoUr Lordfiiip will 
believe that, when I (ky this, I am not fo foolifh as to defire te 
give you, or any perfon in the Court, offence, when it is fo 
ftrongly my intcreft to pleafe you all. 

My Lord, it is not for a fmall ftake that I ftand hi^re— it is 
to deprive me of my life, to beggar my family, to make my 
name and memory infamous to all poflerity ^ deep a ftake a$ 
that may very well bverfet my underftanding ; it is very well 
known that the beft gamefters, when the ftake is too deep for 
them, play the worft ; I hope that will not be my cafe : and I 
hope and truft, if your Lordftiip permits me to fit near my 
Counfel, that I ihall prevent a great wafte of time to the Jury, 
your Lordftiip, and m)^elf ; for, I am certain, I (hall make it 
impoffible for the prolecutor to make any cafe againft me that 
ihall call upon me for my defence. 

I come here from a very clofc cuftody of a whole fummer, 
•and a whole autOnm % I have not, any more than your Lordfhip, 
many fummers or many autumns to fpare ; diat cuftody has 
been att^ded widi many degrading and many humiliating dr*- 
cumftances,. and fome inhuman circumftances, at my age, and 
with my infirmities ; it has, in fome meafure, impaired the 
health and the ftrength of my body ; I come to you but half .a 
man ^ your LfOrdihip will expe& a whole defence, and I do not 
doubt but that I fhall give you a whole defence, provided you 
fumifh me with the necefTary means of doing it. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Mr. Tooke, you haVe been fur- 
niibed with that which the law confiders as the neceffary means 
to enable you to make your defence; pu have had Counfel af- 
iigned to you j they have had, or might have had, accefs to you 
at all feafonable hours ; that is what the law allows you* You 
have taught the Court not to ufe the word indulgence \ and you 
have pointed out to them their duty, that they are to give no in« 
dulgence. I am apprehenfive that it would be coniidered as an ex- 
traordinary indulgence if the Court were now to do that which 
you afk, becaufc that is not done to odier prifoners, it was not 
done to another prifbncr, who went immediately before you, 
who had the fame |Like that you have, nof is it doiie to ail other 
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prtfoners vAto do come to this bar; and, dierefore, die Court 
are not permitted, without doing injuftice to others, to grant 
that which you aik upon the ground upon wbidi yon aik it. 

But you have mentioned another circomftanoe that is ex- 
tremely material^ and whkh will, in my mind, warrant die Court 
to do that which you think they ought not to do, to indulge the 
prifonen You have ftated the condition of your health, and 
that in the place in which you ftand your health will iiiffer, die 
Court has no delire to put you under any difficulties, diey wiik 
that you fhould be enabled to make your defence in the beft way 
imaginable, and if the fituation in which you flaind is really 
likely to be prejudicial to your health, and, dierefore, likely to 
di£ible you from making your defence in the manner you might 
odierwife make it ; I fliall put it to my Lords to coniider whe- 
ther you may not be indulged widi that which you have now 
afked. 

Mr. Tooke. The Court will forgive me only for laying diat 
if on the footing of indulgence the Court (hall not think it iit 
CD grant what I afk, I hope I ihall not after that deciiion be 
barred from my argument upon it as a point of law* 

Lord Chief Juftia Ejre. You muft ftate your whole cafe 
■upon any matter that arifes at once ; the prq)ofing it firft in 
one ihape, and then going on to ftate it in anodier, is carrying 
us on without end; if you mean to argue this as a point of 
iaw, to be fure we are ready to hear you. 

Mr. Twke, I beg your Lordlhlp not to mifunderfiand me, I 
did fo mention it at firft, iuid did afk it not as M indulgence ; 
if your Lordfhip will be [deafed to recoUe£i^ I ^d mention, diat 
if there were objeftions I fhould then argue it in point of law, 
diinking that I am well entitled to it by the principles, by the 
letter, and by the pradtice of the laW. I did not mean to change 
my ground, I beg your Lordfhip will be pleafed to recollect 
I excluded the idea of indulgence; I did not mean to take 
firft one ground, and dien another ; but I thought it pofllble I 
might (ave the time of the Court ; therefore, I left it to your 
Lordfhip to collcA the fenfe of the Court, even upon the fcore 
of health, which your Lordfhip mentions to fave time, aixl not 

to 
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to wafte the time* I underftood very wdD that after a decHIon 
I ihould not be permitted to argue it, therefore, I mentioned 
that, but not to chafige my ground ; and, therefore, if your 
irordihip ihould find upon the (core of what you call indulgence, 
I fuppofe in a different view of the word than I am accuftomed 
lo take, I rather und^iAand that your Lordihip means you are 
willing to grant it me u^n the (core of my healdi in that cafic 
I do not deiire to wafte the time of the Court ; provided it is 
£iamed to mc, I am very happy, andihall be g)ad to avoid die 
.argument^ if your LordOiip will be only pleafed to give me {qam 
intimation of your opinion. 

[The Uri Chief Juftice cntfuhs thi ether Judges.^ 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. Mr. Home Tooke, I have con- 
fulted my Lords the Judges, who are prelcrit, they feel them- 
fclves extremely difpofed to indulge you on the fcore of your 
health, they think that it is a diftin£Uon which may authorize 
them to do that in jo\ir cafe, which is not done in other cafes 
in common ; they cannot lay down a rule for you which they 
would not lay down for any other man living; but if your cafr 
is diftinguifhable from the cafe of others, that does permit ihem 
to give you that indulgence v^iidi you now afk. 

Mr. Tooke. I am very much obliged to your Lordfhips, and 
am very well content to accept it as indulgence, or any other 
thing. Undoubtedly it is very acceptable to me, and very ne« 
cefiary for my health. I am glad to (ave the time of the Court, 

[Mr.. Hmu Toeie removed to the Inner Bar,] 

Mr. Shelton^ the Clerk of Arraigns^ called over the Pannel* 

Major Rhod^ £fq. not a freeholder. 

Charles Digby, £fq. challenged by the prifonen 

Matthias Dupont, Gent, challenged by the crown* 

Nathaniel Wright, Efq. not a freeholder, 

Hugh French, Efq. not a freeholder. 

William Harwood, Efq, challenged by jhe crown. 

James Mitchell, Ropcmaker, not a freeholder. 

Philip Godfal, Gent. Coachmakcr. 

B + Mr. 
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Mr. Erjkifie. I mean to challenge Mr. Godial, but not By a 
peremptory challenge, I mean to challenge him for caure. 

Lofd Ojief JnJhe'Eyrf. What is yoor caufe ? 
■ Mr. Erjkhn. A declaration made by Mr. Godfiil, which, I 
underftand) afe in a condition to prore; and if it is proved^ 
I am Aire your Lordfhip will not for a mortient conceive that 
he is fit to fit as a Juryman upon this Trial: a declaration 
made by him not very lightly neidier ; trpbn the fecond day of 
the Trial of the pcrfon who was acquitted in diis places that if 
lie were upon the Jury, he would hang every one of the Pri- 
foners. 

Lord ChUf Jtiftice Eyre. If your prove that, it will certainly 
difqualify him. 

Mr. Erjkitte, Call James Berry. 

y antes Befry^ Sworn*. 
Examined by Mr. Erjkine, 
^ What are you ? 
J. A Clerk at the Oracle Office. 
^ Do you know Mr. Philip Godfal ? 
Jt, t do not know him perfonally, unlefs I was to fee him* 
i^. Look round i do you know that gentleman ? 
A I cannot fay that I recoiled his perfon* 
• J^. Did you fee any perfon who called himfelf by that name i 

A. A perfon who I underftood was of that name. 

How did you underftand that ? 
A. By being told that that gentleman!s same was Godfal. 

But you cannot fwear to his perfon ? 
A. Ko. 

Who told you that his name was Godlal ? 
A. A young man who was prefent at the time, 
J^. Who is that young man ? 
A. Mr. Harman# 

Mr, Attorney Generah Where docs Mr. Harman live ? 
A. At Mr. Bell's. 

j^. Did Mr. Harman know you were coming here diis morn- 
ing? 

A. Noi 
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^. No ; I did not kn6w myfelf till this morning. 
^ Did you know what you were coining here about ? 
A I was told by Mr. Chrklbn when he fent for me. 
^ Did you mention this thing to any perfon after you had 
heard it ? 
J. Yey. 
^ To whom ? 
J. To a Mr. Brown* 

^ Where does he live? ■ 

A I do net know ; 1 was in contpiakiy with him ; I think he 
lives in Blackmoor-ftreety Cbre-market, but I am not certain. 

^ When were you fent to to attend here this morning ? 

jf. I received a note laft night, when I came home, from Mr- 
Clarkfon, requeuing me to call upon him this morning. 
. ^ You ddled upon him dien ? 

J. Idid. 

Did you inform Mr. Clarkfon that Harman was the per« 
fon who tcld you it wsa Mr. Godfal i 
A. I did not. 

j^. Did you inform Mr. Clarkfon diat you did hot know Mr. 
Godlal? . 

A. I told him I had never feen him before. 

Mr. Erjkine. But you thought you fhouM know him again ? 

Mr, GodfaL I think my chara6ler ought to be vindicated m 
this matter, and that man ought to be punifbed for bringing this 
matter againfi: me. 

Birry. What I faid I am willing to fwear to ; I do not know 
how it was reprefented to the Court before I came in. 

Mr. Atorney General. You are Clerk to Mr. Bell's Oracle ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Are you a member of any of thefe Societies ? 
A. Na 

Mr. Erjkim. Then I muft peremptorily ^challenge Mr. God- 
lal. . • . . : 

James Haygarth, Efq. fworn. - 
Mark Hudfon, Efq. cliallcnged by the prifoiMfr. - 

John 
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John MaodeU) Gent <iiot a fjTcfaoUer* 
Henfy Bullock, Brewer, challea^^ed by .the crowxu 
John Pow&y, Carpenter and Siir¥e]itoc> challeoged by die 
{Mrifoner. . . / 

George Capes, Efq. not a freebdden 
Thomas Rhodes, Cowkeeper, excufed on account of iUiKfi. 
Richard Croft, Banker. 

Mr. Croft. My name is Thomas, I am Aumnoned hj the 
name of Richard. 

Hu^ Ronalds, Eiq. dballenged by die pnloper* • 
Edward Antrobus, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Harriibn, Cowkeeper, fworxu 
John lieader, Gent. 

Mr. Ltadtr. My Lord, I have a violent C0I4 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. I will excu f e you Sar^ the prelen^. 
but you muft not go away. 

John Gueft, Efi). excufed on account of fllo^. 

Adam Steinmetz, Bifcuit Baker, exoiijbd, having ierved oa 
the Trial of Thomas Hardy. 

fi43bert Hawkins, Coal Merchant eip:uied on accqunt of age. 

Robert Kilby Cox, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

James Payne, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

John Mercer, Mealman, excuCed, having ijbrved.on'Jthe Trial 
of Thomas Hardy. 

John Rixon, Cooper, challenged by the crown* 

Thomas Sayer, Efq. excufed, having ferved on d)e Trial of 
Thomas t^mdy. 

Richard Carter, E(q. excufed, having ibved on tbe Trial of 
Thomas Hardy. 

Thomas Matthews, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Edward Hale, Gent, fworn. » 

George Fillingham, Hopfaftor, challenged by thepriibner. 
William Perry, £fq. challenged by |he.pr|foner. . . 
Richard Gough^ Efq. excufed on account of illnefe. 
Thomas Skipp Dyott Bucknell, Efq. challenged by tlie pri* 
fbner. 

£dmund Jennings, Efq. not a fredudder. 

3 George 



C "1 

George Sewell) Gent not a freehdder. 

Nathaniel Stonard, Brewer, cxcufed, having ferved on th« 
Trial of Thomas Hardy. 

Samuel Provey, Efq. not a freeholden 

Thomas Allen, Brewer, <Mlenged by the prifoner« 

John Baker, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Samuel Pullen, Gent, challenged by die prifoner. 

James Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Bryan Marihal, Gent, excufed on account of illaefs. 

Jofeph Nichol, Gent. Farmer, excufed, having ferved on the 
Trial of Thomas Hardy. 

David Roberts, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Thomas Smith, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

John Charrington, Efi). ' excuied, having ierved on the Trial 
of Thomas Hardy. 

Thomas Allen, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. ^ 

Andrew Burt, Efq. challenged by the crown. 

Charles Smith, Diftiller, duUenged by the prifoner. > 

George Gofling, Efq. and Banker. 

Mr, Gofling. I have been fummoned to attend s I do not live 
at Twickenham, nor am I a banker \ diere is a gentleman at 
Twickenham who is a banker of the name of Gofling, but his 
: iiame is not George. I am a proAor in the Admiralty. 

William Nicoll, Farmer, challenged by the prifoner. 

Edward Franklin, Farmer, excufed on account of illneis. 

Michael Henly, Coal Merchant, challenged by the prifoner. 

Edward Champion, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Francis Jenks, Gent, not a freeholder. 

Jofeph Anllie, Efq. excufed, having ferved on the Trial of 
Thomas Hardy. 

John Maihiter, Wharfinger, challenged by the prifoner. 

John Liptrap, Efiq. challenged by the prifoner. 

Theophilus Pritzler, Sugar Refiner, not a freeholder. 

Charles Turner, Ssulmaker, not a AredioUef • 

John Harrifon, Gent, challenged by die prifisner. 

John Battye, Elq. challenged by the prifoner.. 

David DhvsIuz, not a freeholder. 

Jame? 
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James Stephens, Efq. challenged by die crown; 
James Crane, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Rice Davics, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Cecil Pitt, Efq. excufed on account of age. 
Ifaac LfUCas, Efq. hot a freeholder. 
Thomas Draine, Brewer, fworn. 
Arthur Shakcfpear, Efq. challenged by the prifonen 
John Jenkinfon, Efq. not a freeholder. 
James Shcrcdine, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
John Mayhew, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 
Emanuel Goodheart, Sugar Refiner, challenged by the pri- 
foner. 

Mathcw Whiting, Sugar Refiner, fworn. 
Caftin Rhode, Efq. not a freeholder. 

Chiftopher Richardfon, Timber Merchant, excufed on ac- 
cout of illncft. 
Jonathan Eade, Efq. challenged by die prifoner. 
James Keene, Grocer, challenged by die prifoner. 
John Butts, Efq. not a freeholder. 
TTiomas Cockington, Efq- 
Mr. Cockington. My name is James. 
Henry Goodwin, Efq. 

Mr. Goodwin. I am defcribed in the fummons as living in 
Saint Catherine's ; I do not live in Saint Catherine's, but iii 
Lower Eaft Smithfield. 

John Peter Blaquire, Efq. challenged by the prifoner. 

David Dean, Cheefemonger, challenged by the priibner. 

Norrifon Coverdale, Ropemaker, fworn. 

Robert Mairis, Gent, fworn. 

William Cooke, Efq. fworn. 

Charles Pratt, Miller, fworn. 

Thomas Druce, Stationer, not a freeholder. 

Thomas Maude, Efq. not a freeholder. 

James Shrapnell, Silverfmith, not a freeholder. 

Benjamin Bradbury, Gent, not a freeholder. 

Chriftopher Metcalfe, Efq. 

Mr. Mttcalfi. I do not live at Bromley, In the county of 

Middlefex, 



( 1-3 ) 

MlddlcfeX) as I am defcribed. in the pannel, but at Weft Ham, 
in Efftx, 

John Thompfon, Brewer, not a freeholder. 
Thomas Lewis, Efq. not a freeholder. 
Nathaniel Allen, Ship Chandler, not a freeholder. 

Edward Hill, Gent, challenged by the prifoner. » 
Cam Farmer, Gent, excufed on account of illnefs. 
James Crompton, Paper-hanging-maker, excufed on account 
of illnefs. 

. Jolm Lovett, Gent, not a freeholder. 

John Peavey, Cooper, not a freeholder. 

Thomas Gildart, Efq. challenged by the prilbner. 

Mr. SheltoTiy my Lord, I have gone through the pannel, and 
there are but nine Jurors fworn. 

Lord Chief JuJ}tci Eyre. Call over the defaulters. 

Mr. Shelton called over the defaulters^ when Henry Furrier^ 
Efq. appeared. 

Mr. Furrier^ My health will not permit me to fcrve oa 
this trial. 

Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, this is a gentleman of whom I 
know nothing ; and if it is your Lordfhip's ultimate judgment 
that he (hould fervc upon the Jury, I (hall be perfedUy (atisfied ; 
but I fliali fubmit this to the judgment of the Court. Wc have 
expended all our challenges. In the courfe of our challenges dif- 
ferent gentlemen made excufes, which they fubmittcd to the 
confuleration of the Court; and your Lordftiips, with your 
ufual juftice and indulgence, let them be excufed. It was not 
poffible for my learned friend or myfclf, as Counfel for the 
prifoner, to know what number of the inqueft would appear, 
nor what number that did appear would be difqualified for want 
of freehold, or what number would be difqualified for want of 
health, fo diat we were under the neceflity of afting as appeared 
beft at the moment ; noyi conjiat^ that wc might not have 
chofcn to challenge this gentleman, rather than fome others 
that we have challenged. No man certainly, in his fcnfcs, 
yrould wafte a challenge, which is given upon fo awful an oc- 
callon as a capital cafe; and having only thirty, five cliallenges 
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oQt of a pannel conftfting of above two hundred Jurors ; wldi a 
priviledge in the Crown alfo to challenge thofe whom we mtght^ 
not be difpofed to challenge. I repeat again, dnt no man in 
lib fenfes would throw away a challenge upon a Juror who had 
difqualified himfelf, who had claimed an indulgence of the 
Court, and was in the courfe of receiving it ; tfiereibre, your 
Lordfhips obferve that I go on and take my challengeSir— - 
' Mr, Altorney General. You may wave any one of your 
diallenges, and challenge this gentleman if you pleafe. 

Mr. Erjktne. This is rather extraordinary; what, I am to 
wave a challenge I have made, and take a gentleman whom I 
^ve already challenged ? I radier would wifh to appeal to the 
prance of former times, than to offer to your LonUhip any 
conftrudion of my own upon the ftatute ; but I cannot conceive 
a more hard cafe than It will be upon the priibner, if he is, after 
k certain number of Jurors are empannelled, and are now in die 
box, to be called upon to retract a particular diaUenge. My 
application to your Lordfhip is, tfiat the Crovm lhall now, to 
prevent the inqueft being untaken, be called upon to affign, in 
the language of the ftatute, caufe for their particular chal* 
lenges. 

I will take It another way — when the Crown affigns no caufe, 
your Lordfliip ought to take it that there is no caufe; and 
although die indulgerx:e of the law to Engliih fubje6h who are 
accufcd and ftanding upon trial for their lives allows them, with*, 
out any caufe, if they feel any thing in dieir own mind diat 
diey cannot exprefs — if even they fee in die countenance of die 
perfon fomething they do not like, die indulgence of die law 
allows a peremptory challenge — die indulgence (rf* thelawallowi 
no fuch challenge to the king; undoubtedly die conftru^oli 
which the judges have put in odier times upon that is, that the 
inqueft fhall not therefore remain untaken; and in this cafe 
your Lordfliip is placed in this predicament— *eidier you muft 
decide that, notwithftanding the infirmity of the Juror, which 
leads him to a(k your Lordlhip's indulgence, he fliall, never* 
diclcfs, be put into die box, and fcrve upon die trial; or, thit 
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your Lordfhip flnll call upon the Crown to lay, wfaedier there 
be any foundation for their challenges. 

Suppofing that this fhould happen in another cafe, (and your 
Lord(hip will recoiled, that if I am over-ruled in this I muft 
be over-ruled in all), and Aat the Jury muft, therefore, be filled 
up with perfons in the predicament I have already alluded to» 
in this moft extraordinary fpecies of trial, which no man liv- 
ing, I will venture to lay, can forefee the duration of, or the 
inconvenience that the healdi of individuals, even ftrong men, 
may endure in the courfe of the trial. I truft your Lordlhip will 
certainly think yourfelf bound rather to call upon the Crown 
to affign the caufe for their challenges, than go to the other 
akernarive, of obliging a gentleman in ill-health to ierve. I 
beg to be underflood that I fay this without the finalleft objec- 
tion in the world to' the gentleman who now flands before the 
Court, and if your Lordfhip over-rules the objeAtoo, as £ur as 
relates to him I fball undoubtedly be fatisfied. 

Mr, Gibbs. The nature of our objection, as I concdve, is 
this — The prifoner is entitled to his challenges to all thofe who 
are on the pannel, in the order in which they fland on the 
pannel ; and it may be, diat thofe gentlemen who, when calle<^ 
were excufed for the prefent, may be perfons whom the prt- 
Iboer would rather have challenged than thofe diat followed. 

Mr. Furrier. I believe I can fave the Court fome trouble j I 
have laboured under a complaint diat makes it impoffible for me 
to ferve on this trial. At the time of Hardy's trial I could not 
have ftaid in the Court five minutes ; for if I had ffaud longer 
than I did, I fhould have been carried out with at leafl a fuf- 
penfion of all my faculties; I am fure of it, from the fenfatioii 
that came over me. I was once very near fainting at the Afy- 
lum» and in USt I am fo m all crouded places. This is a bSt 
I could have brought fiifficient teflimony of. 

[Mr. Furrier fworn upon tht voir dire.) 

Urd Chief Jujtice Eyre. Your fbte of health is fuch that 
you bdieve yourfelf to be incapable of going through the fatigue 
flf this trial ; 

Mr. 
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Mr, Furrier. I verily believe it — I am fure of it 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. You arc cxcufed.. 

Mr. Tooke. I do not mean to argue with your Lordihip and 
die CounCel, but I find myfelf compelled to tell your Lordfiiip 
that I Ihould, if I had not been over-ruled by the fuperior 
judgment of my Counfel, have contended very early againft the 
challenges of the Crown. The 33 Edward IIL completely bars 
what they have done^ although I know that fubfequent judicial 
decifions have permitted the Counfel for the Crown to challenge^ 
without fhewing their caufe, until the pannel is gone throu^ 9 
the pannel is now gone through of perfons in health. However, 
1 fliould not now have addrciled you if I had not a further 
reafon.-*-My Lord, I hope that I fiiall be the moft infirm mail 
in this Court, bccaufc I feel much more anxiety for the prer 
fenration of the criminal law and pra<^ice of the land, than I 
do for any hazard that attends me upon this trial. 

My Lords, I have been in this cafe, and I dare fwcar that 
your Lordfhips have, and the Jury too— rthat when I have in- 
tended to travel a long-accuftomed road home to my own houfe^ 
fome fudden di(lra6tion of the thoMght has mad^ me inattentive 
to th^ paiTage \ >yhen I have come to myfelf, and my attention 
has returned, I have obferved that there were not thofe objei^ 
die houfe, the gate, the ftil^i or the g4p I had been accuftomed 
to fee, and inftantly I have recoUci^ed that \ muft be out of 
my road ; then \ have flopped, and have gone b«ick) bei^ufe thc 
accuftomed fucceflion of objeds did not occur. The fiune 
thing happens upon thefe proceedings ; fee where we are \ nipc 
days upon a trial — the Jury pafe and return day after day with- 
out clean ihirts, unibaved— the Judges quitting the Court, aiid 
returning again and again--a queftion put upon what fbal) be 
done, in this ftraqge and unknowq c^Je, for the Jury— »no quefp 
tion put what {hall b? done fqr the Judge. An Engjifli Jury, 
^rly and impartially ta)cen, I have always believed to be as 
incorruptible, and as little likely to be tampered with, as any 
Judge whatever: the Judge i$ cqmpelled tp ftay as weH as 
the Jury; if the Jury go unfliaved ai\d unfhirted, fo mu^ 
the Judge j it is 'true, that when the Jury retire from tj)je 

Court 
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Court ibmebody goes yri th. ttmni as keeper^ the Juclge ;is Jilce:^ 
wife'in cuftody upon the bejnch, and the eyes i^f evrery peripn ia 
Court are his k^pers. 

My Lords, upon this oc^aiion every part of the criminal law 
and pra<SlIce of this Country is totally deftroyed and gone 3^ f9^ }( 
the Crown, with the monftrous range of influence that it has 
now, fuperior to what it ever had at any other time — if the; 
Crown, with the influence it has upoathc officers who make 
the panncl, tc^cther with every other influence that I will for-^ 
bear to mention — if the Crown (hould take the advantage of a 
pra£lice found fault with, I remember, by Williams, in a parti** 
•cubr cafe, where he faid, it is true, fuch tilings have been fufv 
fcred at the time that fmall pannels were returned, but you have 
returned to mc now upwards of a hundred; and there are rc^ 
turned in this cafe two hundred and twenty-eight, the propor- 
tion of the power of the Crown in fuch returns as this is ex- 
ceedingly great; for with thirty-five challenges, if they returned 
/cvcnty, the Crown would only have an equal {hare, or perhs^ 
jiot fo much i but to allow the Crown an unlimited challenge 
out of two hundred and twenty-eight, when the prifoner can 
only challenge thirty-five— My liords, look back, fee what 
is become of your criminal jurifdidllon; if you do not, as in 
the common affairs of life, fee that fucccflion of objc^Ss to 
which you have been accuftomed — My Lords, ftop, turn back, 
you muft be in the wrong road. The glorious flrudure of 
the Engliib criminal law is fuch, that you cannot take out a 
ftone but the whole muft come tumbling about your ears ; it 
muft tumble now if this practice is allowed. I for myfelf hope 
that no infirm gentleman ftull be taken upon this Jury, becauie 
I had rather die where I ftand than confent that die Jury and 
the Judge (hall quit this place till the caufe is gone through. I 
do therefore beg that the Jurors may be men in health, that 
they may not fufFer in doing their duty, but tliat I may be the 
- firft viiStim. The law never intended diat the crime of High 
Treafon, which ought to lay in the palm of your hand, ftiould 
take up five days ia the proof ; therefore I beg your Lordihip 
will be fo good as to Jet me die in this place, rather than that 
Vol. I. " C the 



^priude crimind hw and pradiee of this Cmmtry ihwid be 
lieftro]^; I beg that no inftrm man nay be upon my Jury, 
and that your Lordlhips will turn your dioug^ to the fituatiori 
into which this Country is broc^o^tfaat you will ftop, and 
turn back, and get into the right road. 

Lord Onif JuJKct Byre, I do not ^ to wh^ this addrefs 
jocs. 

Mr. To9ke. That itkt Crown Ihall ^ve their caufe of cbal« 
lenge before an infinn Juryman (hall be taken. The pannel is 
gone through. I am not much aceuflomed to thefe addrefles to 
^e Bench ; I hope you will forgiye me if I have not been fo 
correft as I ought to be, The Crown have by favour, contrary 
to law, been accuftomed to do what they have don^ and dierct 
fore I bore it — I bore it becaufe I wai over«ruled by diefe 
gentlemen, in whc^ judgment I (dape my life and fortune, not 
knowing die pndlice^ or oaring fo mudi Amt die pradice as I 
do for the law, indiich I have read with my eyes open, and die 
language is as intelligible to me as to any gendem^n of die pro? 
feffion. I am firmly petfuaded the la^ is on my fide, | forbore 
to objeft to the challenges for the Crown, in the firft inftance^ 
being made without caufe fiiewn } but the pannel has been gone 
through, our challenges are exhaufted, and there are only infirm 
Jurymen to make up this pannel ; therefore I diinki am entitle4 
to call upon the Counfel for the Crown to ibite the caufe of dienr 
challenges; and that I may have ibok good men whom diey 
have rejeded widiout caufe at all, unlefi dieir caufe is fufficient 
to fupport the challenges they have made. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Your Counfel advifed you very 
properly not to refifl: the challenges for die Crown, in the 
courfe in which thofe challenges have been taken. As fiir as 
our legal hiftory affords us any information upon the /ubje^t^ 
the courfe is a clear one ; the Crown has no peremptory chaK 
lengc, but the courfe is, that the Crown may challenge as the 
names are called over, and is not bound to ibew the caufe of 
the challenge until the pannel is gone dirough; that is the 
courfe of proceeding, which is now fo eftablilhed diat we muft 
take it to be the law of the land. At the feme time I feel thai 
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ihc ciremnftaace^ ^riudi m become abfolutely neccfiarjy 
making the paoneb vaftly more numenms than they were la 
ancient times, might give to the Crown an improper advantage^ 
arifing out of diat rule ; and whenever we ihall fee diat impro* 
per advantage attempted to be taken, it will be for the feriou» 
confideration of the Court, wbedier they will not put it into 
ibme courfe to prevent that advantage being taken. I do 
not perorive at preftnt that ditro is any eomplaint that an ill ufe 
has been made of this power in diis i nft a n ce. How many have 
been diallenged on the part of ^ Crown i 
'^lUr. Sbeitom. Seven. 

L$rJ Chief Jmftift Epn. Therefore, I (rf^ it does not appear 
to me that any improper advantage has been taken. 

Tmki^ Seven is a mqority of my. Jury. 
. lArd Chief Jm/Kc€ Eyre. It docs not appear aa me at prefeat 
diat an improper advantage has been taken by the Crowna 
therefofe, we mnft iee whitf die ruk is^Tbe rule is, that 
when die pannel is gone thcoagh, if there be not a fuffident num* 
her left to ferve upon the Jury, the Crown is to ihew the caufe 
of its challenge. The pamel is gone through now as I take 
it i we referved two or three cafes of peribns who had defired to 
be excufed; dieir excuie was of a kind i^rfiich hardly called upon 
us in ftrid juftice to difpenie with their fervice ^ at the (ame 
time, if there were enough upon the panncl to ferve, the Court 
were inclined to liften to d)at excufe. The queftion now is^ 
whether they are to be called upon to ferve, before the Crown 
(hall be put to aflign die caufes of its challenges. 

Mr. Tooke. I only mean to fuggeft to your Lordfhips an 
acknowledged infirmity, and the proQ>e& of a trial of two hua- 
dred hours. 

Mr. Attorney General Your Lordihip obferves, on ealKng 
over this pannel, that nearly one half are either diiabled by ill^ 
health, want of qualificuion, or by other reafonable excufe 
from ferving. It has occurred in the courie of this trial, that 
after the Jurors wtre called over the firft time, the names of the 
defiiulters were not called over the fecond time, i^ich \ believe 
has been ul^aL In the courfe of what my learned friend ftated 
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fo the Court, th^ Who fit by me will do' tne ^ jttfttce fo fxf^ 
thftt I reallj felt that the pjrifoner mt^ht he put into- circum* 
Ranees in ivhich I woitld not i^ifli to pbce ahy man, by calling 
a perfixi intt) the bat in orikr to be fworn after his tliirty-five 
dallengss. had b^h taken and I feel it in thie way, namely, 
that 'he may perhapi have challenged A, when he would have 
eiialltnged B iaftead of A, and that, therefore, be is put into 
ifaia fltuotion — ^that he muft wave a challenge which he has b&* 
fere made with oonfent, or without confeiit, and tiien tbat he 
muft take a gentleman upon his Jury with a ibrt of uneafy fen^ 
fation in the mind of that gentleman, perhaps becaufe he has 
bieen challenged* I was juft about to get up t6 ftate to your 
Lordfhip, that I did feel that in diis flage of the buHneft, with- 
out travelling into a great deal of malter, which does not appear 
to ine to have an immediate application to the fuhjed, I am 
x;^dy to admit the obje&ion 6f my -friend Mr, £rikine. But^ 
at Ae flune time, I muft humbly aflc that tfie names of the de« 
iaultfrs fliould be called ov^^r; bmufe I think .it neceflary to 
the adminiftration of juftice, that gentlenien, who.feem to have 
no rcafonable excufe for non-attendance, fliould underftand that 
the juftice of the Country requires that they fliould attend, and 
that that information fliould be given them in die proper way, 
I am alfo fai:ly to ftate to your Lordfliip, that I certainly did 
not forefee, with fuch a large number of individuals upon this 
pannel, that I fliould be called upon to Ihew caufe far my 
challenges. I am very defirous dial this trial' fliould proceed % 
and, therefore,- 1 now wave my objeftion to every one of thq 
perfoQS I challenged. 

The three following gentlemen were again called; 

Matthias Dupont, fworn. 
William Harwood, fworn.. 
H^nry Bullock, fworn* 



THE JURT. 



James Haygarth, 
Thomas Harrlfon, 
Edward Hale, 
Thomas Drains 
Matthew Whiting, 
Norrifon Coverdalei 



Robert Mains, 
William Cooke, 
Charles Pratt, 
Matthias Dupont, 
William Harwood, 
Henry Bullock. 



- Mr. Sbelim chargid tke Jury with the Prifiner 
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The indiclment was opened hy Mr. PercivAI; 
MR. SOLICITOR GENERAL. 

May it pleafe your Lordjhtp— Gentlemen of the "Jury, 
YOU have heard the indi£hnent againft the prilbiier at the 
bar read, and you have heard it ftated to you. I diercfore (hall 
not detain ydU by reffating it at Urge. I lhall fimply obferve^ 
that it charges the prifoncr with the crhne of ffigh Trcafon, in 
compading the death of the King, laying as overt a& of that 
Treafon, as the law requires, various dilFerent a6b, which it 
imputes to the prifoncr, any one of iK^ich, if proved, will re* 
quire you to give your verdid, that the prifoner is guilty of that 
Treafon« The main tendency of thefe ads is a confpiracy t» 
fubvert and alter the Legiftature, Rule, and Government of the 
Kingdom, and to depofe the King from his Royal State^ Power, 
and Governments 

Gentlemen^ the law upon this fiibje£l is perfe^y clear, 
namely, That any a<St done^ die confequcnce of which may en- 
danger die life of the Kii^, is taken to be an a£t done in purfu** 
ance of an intent to compa£s die deadi of the King, dcmonftrated 
by the a^ and is the crime of High Treafon. 

Diftin£l ima^nation of perfonal harm t» the King does not 
neceflarily form any part of this charge^ nor is it material whe-** 
ther a perfon fi> charged has in his contemplation all die oonie^ 
qucnccs of that which he is about to do ; it is Efficient if foch are 
tiie probable and ordinary conlequencescf thaft wKcb be is about 
to do. It has therefore been held, that confyiring to depofe the 
King is clearly an a£t of High Treafbm becaufe ft is an a£t 
which, in its confequences, tends to bring the King^s life in 
danger. Confpiring, in any degree, to deprive the King of bis 
Royal Authority, fo that thofe vriio ought to be fubjed ihall com- 
mand, and the King lhall be compelled to obey authorities 
which the Conftitution of the Government has not required him 
to obey, that is a confpiracy to depofe the King, and has been 
uniformly held to be High Trealbiu 
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I ihall not therefore, Gentlemen, detain ydu with anydUbi&t . 
fidnbf the law upon the fubjeA, becaixfe I take it to be fb deaf 
and plain, that if, atx;ording to your beliei^ the charge of a con^ 
piracy to fubvert the Lcgiflature, Rule, and Government of 
the Kingdom, and to depofe the King from his Royal State, 
Power, and Government, is proved, the confequence muft n&- 
ceflarily /oUow, (fuppofing the prifoner to be brought widiin 
the charge} that he is guilty of the crime of High Treafonw 

Gentlemen^ I fed, I very deeply feel, the importance of the 
cafe before you ; and, feeling it, I fed my own infuffidency for 
the taflc impofed upon me. I know not what may be the con* 
lequences of the event of this trial. Whether the Conftitution, 
to which a great majority, I truft, of the people of this Country, 
are firmly atuched, is to be defended by the law of fhe Country, 
Or whether diofe who have formed that attachment may be com-* 
pelled to rally round its ffauidard, and to defend it by their own 
arms^ and their own force. I hope, and trufl, no fuch event will 
happen, ^ut, feding as I do, I am opprefled by the wdght of 
the caufc which 1 have to ihite to you^ 

Gentlemen, I attribute to the prifoner, together with othersi 
ft confpiracy to depofe the King, a deliberate plan to fubvert the 
Conftitution of the Sovereign Power as by law efhiblifhed, and 
to execute that plan by his own force, and by the force of thofe 
whom he hoped to draw to his affiflance. This, Gentlemen, 
whatever the objeft was to be; whatever the confequenccs j whe- 
ther it was to eflablifh one form of Government, or another; 
whether to effect one fort of change, or another, is, I conceivCi 
unqueflionably depofing the King, depriving him, for that pur<» 
pofe at leafl, of his Royal State, Crown, and Dignity ; an4 
making him, who is to command, to obey. 

Whether, therefore, it was in the contemplation of the pr!-« 
foner to form a new Government, of one kind, or of another^ 
a Government of King, Lords, and Commons, conftituting any 
part of that Government, dififcrent from what it now is, or a 
Government by a King, and one general aflcmbly, or by a gene- 
ral aflcmbly without a King, or Lords, for the purpofe of this 
diarge it is exa&ly the fame thing i it is altering the Conftitutioii 
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the cftabTiflied Gm'erninciit, by a power which j iccoMhffto 
(hat Conftitutiotiy cannot be permkted to alter it; namtij, l>y the 
forc^ of individuals, and not by IcgifUtivc a6h of the coniUtitCe^ 
^wer itfelf. 

» After the length of time which has clapfed, erenfrom the a6l 
of fummontng you to the fituation in whidi you now ftand, and 
efpecially confidering what the length of the prcfent trial may be, 
I will not detain ymi, by opening to youy in detail, the evidence 
ti^hich will be offered. I fhall endeavour to confine myfelf to a. 
general outline, which, I hope, will enable yoo, as the evidence 
Aall be offered to you, to combine the fcveral parts, to apply 
them to the fubje<f^, and to imderftand die whole, drawing from 
it that relult which I conceive ought to be dmwn fifom it. 
' • Gentlemen, as l ftated to you^ I attribute to the priibner, and 
Adfe wtfh whom he was engaged, a confpiracy to efied a change 
in the Sbvcrcfgii Power of the State, by their own force.-w 
That Srfvercign Power, you well knowv accorchng to flic Con-^ 
fttiition of oiir Government, is formed of die iCing, Lords,.and 
Commoiis, in Parliament affcmbled, in matters of legiflature-; of 
the King alone-, adiog in the feveralways which the Conftitiidon 
requires, in the adminiftration of the Government. • • 

- I attribute to die prifoner at the bar, that, for die purpofe of 
accompliibing diat confpiracy widi which I charge hiniy he, and 
thofe with whom he was aflbciated, had quarrelled, not merely 
wirii the adminiftration of the Government of the Country; 
not merely with the frame of the Conftitution of that Govera-i^ 
nient, but even with the principles upon which that Conftitutioil 
was founded; dieir objections, therefore, were radical and entire^ 
They aflerted that no government could be lawfid, but a g(9^ 
vernment founded upon what they termed the Rights of MaAl 
The confequence of that pofition, if true, muft neceflEuiIybe, 
Aat, as every other de(cripti(»i of government is in itfelf unlaw* 
ill, it is die duty of every man to deftroy every governnmit lb- 
unlawfully conftituted ; and it muft occur immediately to you^ 
Gentlemen, that this confequence muft neceffarily produce unU 
verfal confufion : for, according te their own dedaiations^ dier^ 
cxifts^ no government perfe£Uyconftituted» - ^ - 
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If Rith way tKb deflgn of thofe who were engaged in the con- 
fpinicy which I have mentionedi every ad towards the accoriipHiht- 
mcnt of that defigti } conceive Co have been an ovtxttt&i of High 
Treafon agaihft hS Majeftf and his GovertiBient ; for it was ati 
overt a£l towards accompKOiifig a dfefign. Which defign *had in 
View the fubverftoh of the Conffitutfoil of teat Government ; 
and neceiTarily had that fuhveTfion in view, beoatifc Uhofe whit> 
formed it declared, that the Government itfclf was founded on 
principles on which ho Government ought to fiand, or could be 
permitted to ftahd. " 

Gentlemenj»l wdl remember, ^en thofe who were alarmed 
by what had been paffing in France were told that their alarm 
was ill fbimded; when it was (aid to themf Why are yon 
slarmed at what is paffing in France ? The fituation of the two 
countries is totally different. In France they had ho-Governo^ent 
'Which could form the fubje£t of the attach|n^nr.o£. the people 
2i-they had a Government whi^h was in prificipW tyvahny-^ 
Government detcftcd by all people, and which therefore fell the 
moment it was attacked — for Governments can only fubfift . La 
ffie bpihion and in the love of the peoplo^^ut ■ the: Bcltiih 
Government is a Government firmly and- deeply »o<JtBd' in the 
Kitrts of the people, and thereftw" you have nci"caufe to'fear. v 
* The argument v?as jufr; arid the prifbner. at: tbe-'bar, and 
thofe who vTere engaged with him, felt the truth' <$^the "argu- 
lAent, and' held it out themfelvcs to the world, though ^ey de- 
t^Knined to deflroy the foundation of it— they determined to 
d^ftroy that attachment, that opinion, which they thenpfelvet 
iksted to be the fecurity of the Britifli Conftitufion, slnd-to tan*, 
ftihite the diiFerence between the fituation of tfaie Country and 
die filiation 6f France. For this purpofc they- taught that iu> 
6bvemmcnt ' could be lawful, but that which was founded on 
what'diey called the Rights of Man-, which they ihtdrpf eted to 
include, amongft other things, the right of equal, active citizen- 
flrip. TTic right of equal, afti ve ' citizenlhip, wai irtConfiftent 
widi the ^principles of the Brjtifti (Sovernmcnt ; for the right of 
equal, a6live dtizenfhip, cannot exift with an hereditary Kingy 
or an hereditiiry Houfe of Irords j the- moment therefore it. was 
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£ud, that equal, a£Uve citizcnfliip was a right of man, an iiide«i 
ieafible, imprcicriptable right of man, and Aat no Goirerniiient 
could lawfully exift, which was not founded on the prindplei of 
the Rights of Man) it was bid diat the Britifli Government was 
unlawfully conftituted | that, dierefiMre, the fiibje^ of that 
Govcrnmerit couM not lawfully be bound by it, and die pofitioQ 
tended inftandy to deftroy, noc only die fi^th of that allegiance 
which we all ought to bear to the Government of our Countryy 
but it tended aUb to deftroy all that opinion upon which alone it 
was fbted, that there cxifted fo marked a difiercnoe between the 
iituadonof this Country and that of France^ The moment the 
people could be induced to believe that die Goyernmenty as efta^ 
blifhed, was not that to which they ought to be ittachedy but. 
on die contrary, was a Government founded on mjuftice and 
oppreffion, in that very moment the fituatioa of this Country 
was become exadly the &me as that of France} for what de^ 
ftroyed the Conftitudon of the Government of Fianoey fuchask 
was, but its total £ulure in the opinion of the people of tht 
Country* 

Gendcmen^ you will find, in a book that will beproduoed eo 
you, what I have now been ftatmgi enlarged upon, and fiated 
widi much more clearncfs, and much more precifion, dian I am 
able to ftattt it to you; it is ftated with great ability ina work of 
Mr. Jod Barlow. 

Gentlemen, die people were taught, in oonfequenoe of this 
doArine, diat they were flaves ; diat their Government was not^ 
as they imagined, a free Government, but aGovoroment, of coiw 
queft, of nfurpation ; that its confcqucnces were not thofe whidi 
we had been long led to fuppofe diem to be — as much freedom 
as generally fpeaking was thought to be confiftent with good 
order— 4iut that it was a complete fjrftem o{ flavery an4 oppref* 
fion; they were taught, likewile, that from this ilavery^uid op- 
preflion they muft eonancipate themfelves. 

If this dofirine had been eftabliflied in the minds of die peopl^ 
a great length would have been gone in nnaking way in their 
minds towards the abfolute fubverfton of the exifting Gov«rn« 
ments andl muftbere obfervei thatkis immaterial to yourcoi^ 
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fideration, Hrhetiier die priibner at die bar thought die principles 
"wfaieh I have dated jiift or not, or whether he meant to eftabliih 
a Government founded upon thofe principles— whether he con- 
ceived dut a Government, fininded upon the fuppofed principles 
of die Rights of Man, vntSf or was not, the beft Government 
whidi could be inftituted — that feems to me, Gentlemen, to bo 
totally immaterial : he meant to ufe thoic principles to deftroy 
the exifting Government. That is what I charge hiifi with i 
and, if you flumld be of opinion that he meant to ufe die pro* 
pagadon of thoTe principles as a means to deftroy the exifting 
Government, and that he did propagate thofe principles, the 
charge, as I conceive, is complete. I moft alfo obTcrvc here 
to yoit^ Gendemen, dot whenever perfons confpire againft the 
exifting Government of a Country, it is impoffible for them to 
be certain of all the confequcnces of their aiSls ; it is impo/Eble 
for them to fay, ib fiu- we will go, and no fiurdier, for, when 
die exifting powers are deftroyed, in the interval between that 
deftmAion and the erei^on of a new Government^ the Country 
muft neceflarily be in a ftate of anarchy and coiifufion \ and diofe 
who have been excited to the meafures which have led to the 
deftni£)ion of the exiftii^ Government^ may have been excited 
by fiich a variety of means, by fuch a variety of objeAs ; may 
have had fuch different paifions, liich diffetent views to gratify, 
that no one man> no body of men, can venture to by where all 
the nttfehief wiR end If we wanted an inftancc to illuftrate 
what I have now been ftating, there is a neighbouting country 
in which it is completely illuftrated. 

Gendemen, the prilbner at the bar, and thofe with whom I 
charge him to have confjMred, did not content tiiemfelves with 
fimply endeavouring thus to deftroy, in the minds of the peoplt» 
their afcftion and attachment to the Britifli Government, by 
attacking die principles upon which it was founded, and by en* 
deavouring to eftablffli,as the only juft principles of Government, 
prina'ides incoo^patible with that Government, they made ufe 
of every other means ^diich might anfwer the fiune purpofe^ 

You all know, that a Reform in die Houfe of Commons has 
long been die objcft public atteatioa^ d»t k has long been 
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ill oh]t& purfued with a conflderaUe degrac of iMgernfffa by 
Tend diflferent peribns; and that various pibpolSUs imvlr, from 
tunc to tbne^ been made for that refbrm ; piiopofids dificring exv 
trenkly in die princtples oh which thef h»ve bcen .feiindedi 
feme moderate, others more violent'; and.perha^ even tbeir va^ 
riety (hews the difficulty of accompiiihing any reform propofixL 
But the perfons who are charged with this confpiracy never at-^ 
tempted to hold out to die public any plan of moderate refonn 
of the Hotifc of Commons ; they aiTumed onfe ^wfaicb baa : been 
generally efteemed in other Countries; in dnfe Cduntriea wfanv 
diere has been a body of rsprefentati^ees :of die poofie, in 
America and in France, under the Con£Ktiit&QCL oomplieted in 
1 79 1, impradicable, or tending neceflarily in hs confeqacnces 
to univer&I' confufion; I mean the plan of Unmriai. SaflBn^e. 

. Gendemen, . this plan had many dungs to * reeotttiehd it to 
men who :\yere engaged in the confpioury, Whiich I have ftited Cd 
jatx ^ it was ufeful to miflead. It haddrigtnaltf, to sioert»n dcU 
gree, ibc/dn^on of a confrdecable name; that i of- ditf Dttko <jF 
Kicbmondt-T^nd it had been frequendyagiMed. .•'Butl yoa - wilt 
recoUed, Gefideraenv that diat was {oOnt feSin ago j thM for ^ 
tonfidenUc dme paft it. had been, by die mLyAity df thiliJklii^ 
feopleciir^o Country, conftdcred; as in itfelf^ }tii(M6ikabfe ; 
and kjmi perftdty well >kiiicniiii cha« the feadiiig^ny ivti^ form 
Wiacir ooi(i^oftly^oalied dieOppofition, in Pttrliamont,' whatavef 
views diey tmght have <if PvhamentaryiRofenn^ never conceived 
i(ii:intent xtf going tadiat eoctent \ thatyotl ttac -cbmrary^'ibej^ Vi^^ 
in general at leafl*, extremety advevir t<y. iL And tt^rtt bo 
iiewn to.you, m the oourfe of the fi*;mfii£Hoi^<;vwhicb ^11 bofeid 
before yoDj d)8^ flfaisrwaB i>karly and diftinaiy knon^ivto'thepcn'^ 
fens ^o'^ltribemgaged in. the ronfpic«o^i.hBve-nimtitaod3 and 
lirtjindari^'ft' wisxfchown ^t « nun^- o£ vMiofe abUMbs icaiiaot 
feffibiy^^ab- toofhighi^Viand dUfering^i'as 1 do^ ^tbtQthini in 
many refpo^-4*«a liuut tb yAom^ in icfped of< afailitiest I -oannot 
iHtMioId the utttwft tribufe of e ftb e m fc l mcan hb. Fpat*^ 
was well knpwn that be wts txtttmdy ^adrnfe toi it that be 
c aucei red diat the' propoial of Univerlal rSuf&age and Aniiual 
£arIiamentS) 'vmi ria QSbd^« propofiii^fiibf'iipiverfd «nfufBoa> 
2 You 
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Yon mU find, therefore, that he was determined not to fupport 
a meafurc of that fort; but, on the contrary, when a petition- lo 
the Hoiftfe of Comtnons was offered to him by his conftituents to 
he prefented, containing a prayer to that efFeffc, he declined 
prefcnting it, fo far as he thought he cguld with propriety de- 
cline pre&nting it as coming from his conftituents ; he begged 
dut he might not be called upon to prefcnt it, bccaufc he fliould 
conceive it to be his duty to oppoTe it. 

Gentlemen, the prifoner at the bar was well aware of all thefe 
circumftancei. He knew that if Univerfel Suffrage and Annual 
Parliaments were propofed to Parliament itfelf, as a Reform of 
die Houfe of Commons, the propoiki mufl be rejected ; becaufe 
in all probability, amongfl^all the advocates for Reform, there 
would hardly be found one to vote for iL Gentlemen, this I 
conceive to be very important for you to confidcr; becaufe, a» 
it ftrikes me, it diftindtiy proves that Reform in the Houfe of 
Commons, by the exifting Legiflature, was not the obje^ of the 
conffurators. But it was,, therefore, determined, that Univerlal- 
Suffrage and Annual Parliaments fhould be adopted as a principle 
never to be departed from ; and the people were to be taught to 
•nfift upon that, at the leaft > and they were likewifc to be taught 
that if that was granted, all would follow. Gentlemen, I have no: 
doubt of the confequence. I can have no fort of hcTitation ia 
my mind that every confequence gf anarchy and confuiion rnuil 
arife from fuch a meafure. 

Gendemen, kix)wing that, fuch a |fl:opofitioti would never be 
acceded to by Parliament itfelf, the infifting upon it as a prin« 
ciple never to be departed from, necefiarily raifed a perpetual 
bar againft Reform by Parliament ; becaufe if diey were deter* 
mined tp aooept only that which they luiew all parties in Par- 
liament would reje^ it was impoflible that they (faould ieriouily 
have in their view an intention of obtaining a Reform by Par- 
liament, The coniequence alfo necellarily was, that thofe in 
whom diey had raifed diicontents, in whom they had raifed a 
perfuafioa that Univer£d Suffrage was their unalienable right, that 
they ought to infifl upon it, never to depart from it, that they vrerc 
ID urge as you will find by die papers that will be laid before 
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y«u, A the hazard of their lives ; the people to whom diis wal 
taught were neccilarily alfe taught, that what they wilhed ta 
obtain, diey were to obtain by their own force. For there were 
only two ways by which it could be obtained, by an aft of tbo 
cooftituted ]>giflature» or by force ; and if they weve onc» 
taught diat die conftituted Legiflature never would accede tt^ 
their propolltion, the only alternative wis dear) diey were to 
cffeQ. their purpofe by their own force* 

But^ Gentlonen, theie confptrators went ftiU furdier, for diey 
taught the people that Parliament rould not reform it itielf ; that- 
a Reform of any part of the Conftitution of die Government 
could only be made by the people aflembled in what was called 
a Conftituting Allembly. And if you {ook through the works 
of Mr. Paine, particularly, you will find this do&ine dearly, 
diftin£Uy, and repeatedly laid down i that Parliament camU not 
reform itfdf ; that it was contrary to die nature and oonftitudon 
of Parliament ; and particularly alludiqg to a bill brought into 
the Houfe of Commons for that purpofe by Mc Pitt, it was af*« 
ferted by Mr, Paine, that that bill proceeded upon a totally^ 
wrong principle ; for that it was impo^ble for the Parliament txk 
reform itfelf. Gentlemen, if it was impoffible for the Pariia- 
ment to reform idelf, and if the Parliament nee4ed reform, the 
jieafoning was dear, dedfivo, and conclufivei that a Reform wa» 
only to be efFefted by the people ading for themfelvest And it 
muft alfo appear to you that the people cannot aft for them*^ 
folves but upon the diflblution of die exifting Government^ and 
of that Legiflature which, according to the Conftitution of the 
exifting Government, ought to aft for the people. 

The terms, ^ Univerlal Suffrage and Annual Farliam^ts,'^ 
were capable of being applied not only to die Houfo of Corn-., 
mons, but to both Houfes of Parliament, or to all die branches 
of the Legiflature* They are general terms, capable of tha^ 
extended applicadon ; and you will find, in the courfe of the 
evidence which will be laid before you, that the terms are never 
diftinftly applied to the Houfe of Commons done; and, on the 
contrary, that the terms are frequently fo ufed, that you isui- 
have no doubt -that they wrr^ mca^t to be applied to both Houfes- 
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of Ae Legiflaturo ; and that in truth they wen^ iniitMf tl 
leaft, applied to all the three branches of die Legiflature. 

Thefe terms are particularly fo applied, in (bme of the papcn 
whidi will be fubmitted to you, and in a manner upon nffakk 
it is impoffible to form a doubt. Becaufe when printi|ries asB 
firft laid down totally incompatible with die exiftenoe of mf 
hereditary body, and when die term, Univerfid Suffiagei*' it 
applied to a Parliament conftituted upon diofe prindples, dia 
lefult is neceflarily dear and plain. You mil find it aiSertcdt 
diat die civil rights of every individual are equality of voice 
in making of laws, and in the choice of perfons by whom diofe 
laws are to be adminiftered. Then you will find it aflerted, 
that a total departure from this principle of equality in the elec* 
tion of the Legifladve Body, commonly called the Houfe of 
Commons, is the chief caufe why the people of Great-Britain 
now are deprived of die benefit of the foregoing principles, and 
of Univer&l Suffrage ; and you will find accordingly, in papers 
which will be produced to you, that when a Pkriiament is fpoken 
of, it is fpoken of in the aggregate^ as die People's Parliament^ 
^ wholly ele&ive, 

When the minds of men were led to this point ; when they 
were led to conpeive that Univerfid Suffrage was their indefea- 
fible right-^even independent of the principle, to which I can 
give no epidict but the mifchievous principle of equal a£tive 
citizenlhip, efpeeially when applied both to the Ibnnation of die 
L^iilatufe» and to die adminiftratiofi of the laws, becaule it 
neceflarily includes a completely ele£Uve Government, but in-* 
^pendant of that principle— -the moment it was eftabliihed diat 
Univerfid Suffrage, even ap(died tq the Houfe of Commons 
only, was the unalienable right of all men \ when it was known 
that the exifting Legiflature wpuld not concede that point} 
and when it was likewife ^ught to the people, that the Le- 
gxflature could nof reform jtfelf, even if fo difpofed, the minds 
of the people were brought to, and periedly ripe for, the over- 
throw of the Briufh Conftitution. And if the diflemination of 
^fe princi(des had proceeded to fuch an extent as to ^*ork 
^eix way amongft a very large body of die people, you muft 



r 3^ > 

\% .Q«iitlenieny that nothing but extrefhe confufion 

could foHw,. . - 

: .Qrntlefld^, there, are many mpn who are not likely to be 
gn^y iROKcd by mere fpeculativc opinions; ther^ore the Rights 
of jMmi tbe^rights of equ^i a(fllv^ cittzenihi|s the right of .Uai*- 
Yeri^'SKflFiC^ge, wer^'i¥>t likely alone to work upon the mindt 
of \ {;FeiC number of people ; thoii^ therefore, were to he: 
W!Orked gpolt by= other me^ns, and £very fubjo^l was feized 
llMch' could; be uf0d.in order to cnflame: tjrth^ for infta^dB^ 
4ie iiidoTure of commons the public <kbti the public expen* 
diture $ the-.expcnct of a monarchy compared with the cbeapnefs 
qf a republic : every article of this fort you will find made ufe. 
of for the purpofe, and avowedly for the purpoie> of working 
\Q)on the minds of 'thofe men who were too ftupid, as it wa$ 
(aid, to be V^rkcd upon by oMire liberal meartp> by applying 
ibeir reafon to the principles- of Goveitunc n(. The poor wen^ 
tuight tbsLt they were Opprefied by a combinatioA of the rich ; 
and to the rich, in which dcfcrif^tion feem to be included aU 0iat 
Ifad any property, was given the name of Ariftocracy. By thefe 
means it was endeavoured to fet the poor againft the rijch ; andtii 
was endeavoured to excite' thofe who had nothing, to aiilf at 
taking that which other men pofleiTed, becaufe (it was alkidged) 
the means by which they had become pofleiTed of their property 
were 'not lawful means. 

Gentlemen9 you muft all fee that if we are to advert to the 
prigin of th^ title .of every man to the property which he has, 
and if that is to be fcrutinized to the utmoft, it will be, difficult 
10 fay what property is fafe, or upon what principles it ihall b« 
£iid that fuch a man has a juft title to his property, an^ fuch a 
nan has not. The rule that has generally been hitherto cQnfidere4 
f s a (afe rule in every Country has been, that every man has a 
juft title to that property which the laws of his Country fupport 
him in the enjoyment of ; and if we are to go beyond that, into 
any fpeculative inveftigations of the fubjed, it is impoffible to 
iay where they will end. And if; Gentlemen, you advert to 
what has happened in France, you will fee the neceffity of a4- 
kering ftricUy to the principle which I have ftated, namelyt that 
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a man has a right to that property which the laws of his coun- 
try fiy he fhall be protefted in the enjo}*ment of ; for in France 
per/bns have been ftripped of property under pretence of tides 
which, if ever they exifted, could not have exifted for centuries. 

If, however, the minds of men could by any means be in- 
flamed—' — thofe minds which were capable of being a£ted upon 
by fpeculative difiniffions of the Rights of Man — the principles of 
Government— or thofe groflcr minds which were to be worked 
upon by attention to their own intereft, or by a reprefentation to 
them of the particular oppreflions which it was conceived they 
might feel, or might fancy they felt, without confidering whedier 
thofe oppreflions might not be the neceffary confequence of all 
Government, or fimply faults in the adminiftration of Go- 
vernment yjix will eafily fee. Gentlemen, that when the 

minds of men were enflamed by any of thefe means, the con- 
fequence would be precifely the fame ; if people were irritated 
againft the exifting Government of the Country, they might be 
eafily led to overthrow that Government. 

All diefe arts were ufed to obtain what, you will ifind, formed 
the great end, the grand plan, the common caufe of England and 
of France, univerikl emancipation ; a language to catch a great 
number of people who might not refleft, with any great cor- 
re£tne(s, upon the terms ufed, or the confequences which were 
to follow from them. 

Gentlemen, I have ftated to you what I conceive to be the ex- 
tent of the confpiracy ; but if it was in the view of the pri- 
foner to prevail on die people to change any thing in the Con- 
ftitution of the Government by their own authority, and he 
ailed in purfuance of that view, I conceive he is equally guilty 
of the crime with which he is charged. He had that in view 
which he could not expeft to controul. The people, when ex- 
cited, would aft, not upon what he wifhed, but upon what they 
chofe to wifli ; and perhaps the fecurity of himfelf, and the fecu- 
rity of others, who might be engaged with him ; perhaps the fe- 
curity of others, totally diCregarding bim, might require their 
going to lengths which might not immediately be in his con- 
templation. It is tfa'crefoiVy. Gentleiheoj that, by the law of 
. Vol.; I. V Engbud, 
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£nglan4 \riien men form plans, die conicquence of which ma)r 
CO the deftnidion of the Government in any of its parts^ 
the confequences of which (if the Government Is fo deftroyed in 
any of its parts) neceilarily lead to the depoTition of the King i 
at leaft to that extent the per(bns fo engaged are conceived to 
have formed the defign of" compaiEng the death of the King, 
and therefore to be guilty of High Treafi)n^ whatever their leader^ 
may h^vc originally intended ; for they are engaged in that of 
which they cannot command the confequences^ and in reijpedl qf 
which they dierefore muft be anfwerable for whatever, in the 
ordinary courfe and nature of things, may be the probable con- 
fequences j and this will be found to be abfblutely neceflary fbf 
the fecurity of every State. 

The means by which the perfons, who were engaged in this 
confpiracy, were to accompHfli their eiuls, were principally to be 
eSe£led by that afibciation which has tffcSttd the £une diing in 
France i that afibciation which we arc now to hope may poffibly 
be put an end to in that country, as it has been found that the 
exiftence of any Government is totally incompatible with the 
eidftence of fuchafibciated clubs and ibcieties as have oeen formed 
in France, confifting of what is commonly called the JacobIi> 
Club, and of die feveral aflbciated and affiliated focieties, to tlic 
amount, I thinic, of upwards of 40,000, which were difperfcd 
all over that country. You will fee that it was clearly and dif^r 
tiii£^ly in die view of the prifoner, and thofe engaged with hint, 
to cftabliih the fame fort of afibciation of clubs, united in the 
ftri^teft manner, and by the clofeft correfpondence, throughout 
all the Couiitry to difieminate thofe clubs from town to towt^ 
from village to village, as, I think, die expreffion is in fome of 
die letters diat will be produced to you, until the whole body of 
die people — that is, the whole body of thofe who (hould chooTe 
to enter into tfaefe dubs^ihould be fo united, that diey fhould 
move forward all at once i and this you will necefiarily perceive, 
if not counteraAed, muft lead to the deftrudion of the Go- 
vernment of any Country. For, if in fuch a capiul as this, a 
body of men is formed, afting in concert and combination with 
other bodies of men difperfed through the whole Country, whofi^ 
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miiiiibcr, vAkoXb names, are^ in a great degree^ unknown ; their 
ibroe caa never be calculated, but they are a united body, ading 
in per&A order, afiing as a corporation, as a State within the 
Slate itlel^ and having all the force and conipadnefs of a State, 
and fubjeft to no controul whatever. 

Gentiemen, J have ftated to you that diis was done in imi- 
latian of the Jacobin Club at Paris, and cf its feveral aiTociated 
Societies. Perhaps in lb ftadng I do injuftice; for I know not 
whether, in fa^ the French did not copy from diis Country. 
However, whichever was die original, you will find one fet of 
Societies hailing the other as brothers and fellow labourers in 
the fame caule. 

Gentlemen, the principal Societies dius ading in diis Coun- 
try were two ; one called the Society for ConfHtudonal Infor« 
mation, of which the prifoner at the bar has been long a mem- 
ber $ the other called the London Correfponding Society, which 
was infUtuted early in the year 179a, and, as I think you will 
be convinced by the evidence, diredly under the patronage of 
Ae prifoner at the bar. The principles of thefe Societies you 
will find to be univerfally (as I think you will be convinced by 
the evidence) republican} dieir Conftitution was, in a great de- 
gree, not fo. On the contrary, you will find that the Confti- 
tution of thefe Societies led to what may be termed the mott 
ariflocratic Government that ever exifled in any Country. I 
will inftance the London Correfponding Society. That So- 
ciety was divided into a number of what were called Divifions • 
I think to the amounr of about thirty; diough thefe Divifions 
were never complete, Co that perhaps fixteen or eighteen were 
all the Divifions that really ever afTembled at one time. Each 
of thefe Divifions was to choofe a Delegate ; the Delegate from 
each of thefe Divifions, meeting the other Delegates, formed 
what was termed the Committee of Delegates ; the Committee 
of Delegates had another Committee, to which fometimes the 
name of die Comociittee of Correfpondence, and at another time 
die name of the Secret Committee, you will find, w^s attri- 
buted 'p the true name was that of the Committee of Correfpon- 
denser But you will find that, from die nature of the Com- 
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mittee itfelf, it looii got the name of the Secret Committee,* tni 
that, in the end, it was fo fccret a Committee that it was not 
known to the reft of the Society who were the members of it 

Gentlemen, you will fee, therefore, that in truth this London 
Correfponding Society, which is reprefcnted as confifting, fome* 
times, I think, of 6,000 members, was governed by eighteen 
or twenty Delegates, who were governed by a fmall Commictee 
of five or fix ; the confequencc was, that in truth the five or fix 
were the adllve men, and the others were merely to be uled as 
the five or fix chofe to ufe them, 

Tlie Society for Conftitutlonal Information had been formed 
many years ago, and therefore had been formed upon very dif- 
ferent principles; upon the fame principles on which common 
clubs and aflbciations of the fame kind are ufually formed. It 
was a meeting in which gentlemen who entered into the club 
were upon an equality ; but the rcfpcftable names of which it 
had been originally formed, by degrees fell of ; and you will find 
tliat in the latter years, particularly In the courfe of the dircc 
laft years, the prifoner at the bar, and a k\y other perfens, have 
been the only conftantly attending members. Gentlemen, you 
will find that this Society likcwife, in the end, framed a Com- 
mittee of Correfpondcnce, which tended to give their Conftitu- 
tion fomething of the fame nature as the Conftitution of die 
London Correfpondinr^ Society. But the Society being fmall 
in number, and principally compofcd of perfons of a different 
rank in life, the whole Conftitution of the London Correfpomd- 
ing Society was not compatible with the nature of the Society 
fur Confticutional Information. 

Gentlemen, thefe Societies correfponded with a number of 
other Societies throughout the Kingdom ; and you will have, in 
evidence before you, their* correfpondcnce with a Society in 
Southwark, with a Society at Manchefter, with a Society at 
Sheffield, with a Society at Norwich, and, I believe, with feme 
other Societies ; and when you advert to the corre^ndcnce be- 
tween thefe feveral Societies, and to the declarations of the fe- 
vcral other Societies, adopted as they were by the- Society for 
Conftitutional Information, to which they all leoked^p«=-ahd 
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particularly tjiey l<x>ked up to the prifoner at the bar, as tlie leader 
of tbac Society — ^you will find that tlieir principles led to die 
c^blifliment of what was called ^Ir. Painc's Rights of Alan, 
;uid confequently to the total dcftru6Uon of; the Britifh Govern- 
dncnu For, Gentlemen, if you advert, in any degree to.wh^t 
is liud, down in Mr. Paine's -books, ypu will fuid his ailbrtioiis to 
be totally incompatible with the exiil«nce^4>f ttia Qovernmejit 
•as it now ftands in this Country, -you wi)} find it. particulafly 
ail^r^d by -Mr. Paine, that in whatever ;4^ier the fcparate 
parts of a Conftitutioa* may bc Arra^f^t Ah^re is- ofie;,gener4 
principle jthat diftinguifliee f^dom firpm'/lafrery which is, thaf 
4II hcrediltry Government is, t». ih^ people, .a [pcc'iGs ^ 
flavery, and that a reprafentstive^Goiferifmefit is freedom ; that 
Monarchy ..woi^d.jiot.' haivjs ..coptinu^- /(if many ages in, the 
world had it not been for the abufes it protc<Sls ; that it is 
maftcnibud wUch tfheliefYTiU others j thiit the principles upon 
wbich Conililutions are. now form^ (Mr-.P^in adv^rt^ng to the 
American Conftitution, a^id to that which i^ formed in Fjnnce), 
rejed all hereditaryrpretenfions to Government<^reje£t all that 
catalogue of aiTumptions known by the iuune:of prcrpgative^ 
and h6 adds, that the oath called the civic oath, in France, (1 ain 
now fpeaking of the firft part of the Rights of Man, which was 
written before the final deftrudion of the French Monarchy) to 
the Nation, the Law, and the King, is improper that if an oath 
ought to be taken at ;dl, it ought to be, as in America, to the 
Nation only} and then he furetels, in clcapand decifive terips, 
that Monarchy will not continue in France^ and the rea(on 
which h^ gives £br this aiS^rtion, is a reafon Y^hich unqueftiopA 
ably is in itfelf unanfwerabk, naipcly, that it was inconij|lan| 
with the principles^ upon which the Government, then eilablifhed 
in France, was founded. . For he conceived that the principle 
upon which the Conftituent AiTcmbly of 1791 Jbad formed^ t^' 
Government, were what he calls, th? principles of the Rights of 
Man ; and it is perfedly true (hat Monarchy, or any hcreditar]^ 
eftablifliment whatever, is perfecUy int^onfiftent with thofe prin- 
ciples. He therefore foretold, in no equivocal tenns, ap« 
proaching diilulution nf tb^ ili^on^rchy (b C9ilftitute4 in Fr^n.trey 
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and die eftabliflunent of acomplele Republic ; a predidkm wUdk 
you know, Gendcmen, haa iinoe been accompliflied ; and he^ 
as weO as Mr. Joel Barlow, you will find coniidered in Ifadr 
feveral works, diat die perfons who, in die Conftituent Aflon* 
Uy of X791, acceded to retaining the kingly ofice in the 
Government whtdi diey framed, did fo out of rtfytiBt only Cfr 
the prejudices of the people, becaufe they conceived the people 
were not ten ripe for the total deftmftion of Monardiy i that 
diey th erefore cftatdilhed a Goverament ta which the kun^^ 
office nominally remained, but placed in fuch a fituation, and 
placed togedier with powers fonned 00 principles (b totally op« 
pofite to thoTe of an hereditary monwdiial GoveniOMn^ dtet 
it was impoffible both (hould ftand together s and therefeie 
Aey conceived die Monardiy, as the wtakeft^ muft neoeffiuily 
fidL 

Gendemen, you will find die prifimer at die bar appravii^ of 
aH thele publications, and ihewing, in terms unequivocal, what 
were his opinions upon thefe fubjeds, or at kaft thofe opinions 
which he choTe to manifeft for the purpofe of accomplifhing his 
vriihes widi diofe ¥^om he was endeavouring to excite to die 
deftru£Uon of die exifHng Government. You will find him| 
in a letter which will be read to you, in anfwer to a letter haa^ 
a perlbn wbo aflumed the appellation of the Editor of the Par 
triot ; a paper which was printed at Sheffield i a letter whidi 
derailH, with a wonderful minuteneb, all the arts that were to be 
ixfed, and whidi I have defisribed to you, for die deflruAion of 
Ae eadftix^ Government in the opinion of die people— which 
ijRafcs of the manner in which itafbo, imp^ial reafon, was to 
•ft as the gtne r a ltffim o, or commander in chief j but that art 
was to be fecond in command, for the purpofe of inflaming the 
^tople, and e]|C}dng them againfl the Government of the Couufp 
try.. The anfwer to chat letter, in wfaidi I underifauid the hand? 
wiridng of die prifoner at the bar will appear, concludes tfaoa; 
^ Freedom, though an infimt, makes Herculean efforts, and dn 
vipers, Ariftocracy and Monardiy, are panting and writhing 
^ under its grafp. May fucoefs, pesce and bappinefi attewl 
« thofe efforts.*' pFgrts which you gb^c were to bcanade b]|{ 
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ffeedom, cumparal to m infimt Hercules ftraiiglii^ die vipers 
AriAocracy and Monarchyi reprefetidng Ariftocracy and Mo* 
iMKhy as of that defcripcion of things which atifwered die term 
vf iripers ftinging the l>afoin in which Aey were nouriflied. 

Oentkmen, you will find that when a Society at Norwich ap- 
plied itfidf to one of thefe Societies for an expbnatton upon die 
lubjed of dieir intention, whether dxy. meant to be content 
widi the Duke of Ridunond's plan, or, aa ibme of she Socictiea 
ieemed to propofc^ to op up Mcmaidiy by the roots— 'ibe 
iDifwer— 40 anfwer given after a grott deal of drUbeiatsoa-^ 
went in no degree to die point— but direifting the Norwidi 
Society, in aH they fhoidd write and fiiy upon die fubje^ tokaw 
Monarchy abne — to attend to that which diey had been befim 
df reAed to attend to— the inififting upon Univerfid Suffrage as m 
clear, diftind principle, that every thing eUe would ne^ 
ocfiarily iUlow* 

Gentlemen — ^The views of thefe Societies will alio periiaps not 
indiftiinfUy appear from their tranfibOions with a Society avou^ 
edly framed for die purpofeof aRefermef Pariiament^»<«aSociety 
of which you have prohMy heard under die defcripdon of the 
Friends of the People, avowing dicmfelves to be advocalta 6r a 
Reform In Parliament i diat is, in dieconftitutionof die Houfe-of 
Commons but with a declared anxiety to preferve the prtnciplst 
of the Conftitudon kfelf. You will find, Oendemen, tbat^ m 
the courfc of the correfpondence between the Society far 
ftitutional Information, of which the prifaner at. the kur ii # 
Member, and the Society of die Friends of dir People^ the 
Society of die Friends of thr People found thcmfelTes csmp^ed 
to decline, fo eariy, I thinih as May, 1799, attinteroourfe wilb 
this Society for Conftttudonal Infennaticni, becaufe tbey coik 
ceived its members wera gbing lengdis fur beyond die fmp96s4» 
Which die Society of die Friends of die Ftopic mcaot t» mfinf 
themfelvcs, 

, Gentlemen, fhis is flot malerialy unqilsftiaMUyy mkjtk re^el^ 
to die view in whkh die Society of d» Frienda of die People 
hw die condud of die &dm Sodety,«-^Yott are not to dorgt 
a mp widi ^ ciiuunidiiatacaiife^lber pcoy^ 



C 41 ) 

dearly to thole parts of his works which go moft dire£lly to the 
deftru^Hon of the Britiih Conftitution, but fupporting Mr. Paine 
in a profecution inftituted againft him for publiihing the Second 
Part of the Rights of Man, fuftaining him throughout that profe- 
cution, and confequently adopting, in die clearcft and moft ex-. 
p]icit manner, thole paflages in the Second Part of the Rights of 
Man which were the objech of that profecution, which were 
conceived to be fo extremely oiFenfive, and to lead to fuch dan- 
gerous con(^*quences — avowedly adopting the principles of that 
work as principles which were to be fupported, and explicitly 
declaring that the man who laid down thoic principles wasr 
an honour to the Society to which he belonged (for he was aa 
honorary member of this Conftitutional Society) and a ^ithful- 
fervant of his Country. 

Gentlemen, you will find them likewife, as various feditlous 
publications by Mr. Paine made dieir appearance, adopting thofe. 
publications ; and particularly his Letter to the People of France 
after he was chcfen a member of their National Convention^ 
which, you Mrill recoiled, was after the utter deftnidioa vf 
Monarchy in France by the depofition of the King in Auguft, 
1792.— ^ You will find them explicitly adopting that Letter, and 
ordering the printing of others of his publications, at their own 
expence, to an extent, in point of nunlber,jwhich ftrikes one 
when mentioned. — think of Mr. Paine^s Letter to Mr. Dundas, 
they ordered 1 2,000 copies to be printed for die purpofe 
difperfion. 

Gentlemen, you will find them in like manner adopting m 
Letter of Mr. Joel Barlow to the People of France, with refpedl 
to the alterations which he conceived ought to be made in their 
Conftitution of i79i.~And I think, when you read the Letter 
which Mr. Barlow fent to the Society with the printed copy of • 
that Letter, and when you read the Anfwcr to his Letter to die 
Society, and fee the nature of his Addrefs to the People of 
France, you will be aftonifhed that any perfons fhould hope to be 
efteemed friendly to the Government of this Country, who oould 
approve, in fuch terms, fuch a letter as that of Mr. Barlow to 
the People of France. In his Letter to the Society, he exprefely 
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ftates, thsit he conceives bis Addrefs to the People of France, to 
be important to the objefts of the Society: the objeft of the 
Letter of Mr. Barlow to the People of France being, to tell 
them that all that they had of Monarchy in their old Conftitudon 
of i79T,M^s totally wrong, was founded upon wrong principles; 
and that the dcftruction of Monarchy itfeif was eflential to the 
the true Conftitution of every CTOvernment. 

This letter he Itates to the Society to be, as he conceived, 

a letter important to the objcdl which they had in view It is 

impoffibie to conceive in what manner it could be important 
to the object which they had in view, unlefs dieir objed was to 
make the feme change in the Government of this Country 
which the new Afl'embly in France was preparing to make in difc 
Conftitution which had been cftablifhed in 1791, by the utter 
abolition of Monarchy. 

Gentlemen, I before mentioned to j'ou the addrefs which the 
Society prcfented to the Jacobin Club, That was even earlier ^ 
for that was in May, 1792 ; and you will find this paper ex- 
preflcd in terms which will make it impoflible for you to doubt 
tKat the pcrfons who thus addrefled that Jacobin Club, did fo with 
2- full conviction that they truly addrefled them when Aey hailed 
them, Brothers and fellow citizens of the world," and dated 
to them, that when they offered their coiigrattilations on tha 
glorious Revolution which the French Nation had accQmpli(hed| 
they fpoke a language which only fmcerity didbted. 

Gentlemen, this addrefs will be read to you ; and therefore I 
will not detail to you the difTcrent parts of it^ but there is one 
prt which I wi)l obfcrvc upon j and I will more particularly ob- 
fcrve upon it, on account of the confequcnces which tmy per- 
haps have followed from it. After ftating, It wogld have 
^ given an additional triumph to our congratulations, if dte 
Rights of Man, which are the foundation of your declaration 
^ of rights, had bjcii rv.'Cognl2ed by the Governments around 
^ you, and tranquillity eftabltflied in all," — including neceflWly 
in that defcription the Britifli Government, and therefore a(Iert- 
ing their wifli, that the equal Rights of Man, the foundation of 
the declaration of Riglits of the French, u{x>n which th^ Qovem- 
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ment of 179I9' had bem impeifcdly cpaftftuted, fhould be 
cftabliibed in all Governments. They add — We now behold 
^ you, a nation provoked into defence, anim can fa n§ mcde ^ 
^ tUftmci equal /# that of iJiaUiJhing the general freei$m ef 
^ Europe* In this heft ef caufex we wifoyou fuccefs* Our hearts 
<f g$ with j$u** 

When diey ftate that they can fee n$ m9de of defence equal 
U that rf eftabliflfing the general freeddm ef Europe^ I will beg 
you to recoiled diat the £une idea is fuggefted in a work of 
Mr. Paine, ^ that the revelution in Prance was to be accom* 
^ plijhed only hy ejlahlijhing fimilar revolutions in all other 
^ Countries in the world -f* and I will beg you alfo to recoUed^ 
diat it was the general opinion of the French, that the pre* 
iervation of their revolution was to be eScAed, according to 
tiie expreffion of one of their ableft Deputies, hy fetting the 
four corners of the world on fire. You will then fise the ground 
of thkt famous decree of the National Aflembly <rf' France^ ibr 
eflabliihing the general freedom of Europe, as a fyftem rf do*- 
fence I and you will colkd whether this Addre6 of the So^ 
ciety for .Conilitutional Information to the Jacobin Society at 
Puis, may not have beep die foundation of, or at leaft an 
€noQiinq;ement to, the whole of that violent proceeding. 

Gentlemen, thefe Societies were not contented with this 
Addrefs of the Confiitutional Society to the Jacobin Society at 
Paris, in which the (Hifbner appears to have hafl a very partL* 
cular hand.—Iiidrai you will find in a great deal of the evidence 
which wi)l be produced to you, the hand-writing of the pri- 
fcner,* whi4:h fbews that he dire&ed the whole of their pro* 
oeedings, and you will fi^d |his upon occafions, and under cir« 
cumfbnccs that wi)l afionifh you.««-<-The Societies next pro- 
(Deeded to addreft the National Convention at Paris. Upon this 
f^bjeft a private correfpondence took place be^een ibme mem'> 
}>ers of the London Correfpfxiding Society, and the prifoner at 
^e bar. A Gentleman of the name pf Froft, who appears to 
lave been a peribn lAdio correfponded with Mr. Tooke, was 
fhon at Paris; and you will find that in his conception of things, 
without the afiw of the f ocb of Augvft ^which you will re^ 
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collcfl: was the total overthrow of Monarchy in France) liberty 
was at an end. You will likewife find, that during the courfe 
cf thefc tranfadiions^ the prifoner at die bar was in corrc- 
fpondcnce with Petion the Mayor of Paris; a cprrefpondence 
which in its language fliewed that Petion confidered himfelf and 
the prifoner as engaged in the fame common caufe. Their 
caufc, as I conceive, could be no otherwife a common caufe, 
than as they concciied, according to the declaration in die 
addrefs to the Jacobins, ^ that the beft defence for France was 
•* the eftablilliing the general freedom of Europe.'* 

Gendcmcn, you will find, that in confequence of a private 
correfpondeiKe between the prifoner at the bar and one of the 
members of die London Correfponding Society, the propofidoa 
to addrefs tlie. National Convention of France, apparendy ori* 
ginated with that Society; but in truth it was a matter whidi 
bad been previoufly fetdcd between the prifoner and this member 
of the Londcn Cprrefponding Society. The London Corre* 
fponding Society fent to. the Society for Conftitudonal Informa- 
tion the addrels which they had prepared; and a Cbmpnitfeee 
of the Conftitutional Society was appointed to confer with them 
upon the fubje£t^ of which Committee the prifoner at the bar 
was one. This addrefs the Conftitutional Society did not .think 
proper to adopt as their own ; but they refolved that they highly 
approved of the fpirit of it. 

The addrefs of which the Conftitutional Society thus ap- 
proved the fpirit, is exprefled in fuch terms, that I muft detain 
you whilft I ftate fome pafTages in it, becaufc it feems to OM^ 
together with the addrels which was prefented by the Socic^ 
for Conftitutional Liformadon, plainly to (hew the plan of diefe 
Societies. After addrefling the French Convention in ftrong 
terms of friendfhip, the addrefs of the London Correfponding 
Society reprefents them fervendy fupplicadng die Almighty 
Ruler of the Univcrfe to be fiivourable to the caufe of the 
Convention, as intimately blended with their own ; again aflert<* 
ing that the caufc in which the French Convention was then 
engaged, was a c^ufe indmately blended with that in which the 
Sopicues in Loudon ww enagaged, They proceed, " Frowned 
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* Upon by an opprdfivc fyftem of controul, nrfiofe gradual 

* but continued encroachments have deprived this nation of 
^ nearly all its boafted liberty, and brought us almoft to that 

* abjed ftatc of flavery from which you have fo emerged." 
And here. Gentlemen, is another inftance of that mifreprefen- 
tation which I before-mentioned to you, artfully holding out to 
the people of this Country, that they were reduced to a ftate 
of flavery fo nearly refembling that in which France was before 
the revolution of 1789, that there was fcarcely a difference be- 
tween the two Countries. 

The addrcfs proceeds, " they conceive it to be the duty of 

* Britons to countenance and aflift, to the utmoft of their 
power, the champions of human happinefi, and to fwear to 
a- nation proceeding on the plan you have adopted, an inviol- 

* able frlendfliip;" — that is, to fwear Inviolable friendfliip to a 
nation proceeding on a plan which had for its objeil the utter 
fubverfion of Monarchy, and all hereditary diftinftions in the 
Government of their Country, and of eftablifhing in lieu of it, 
a pcrfeft reprefentative Government, founded on the fuppofed 
principles of the Rights of Man. Then they proceed to 
ftatc their own fituation ; that the ftem, uplifted arm of autho* 
rity kept back the timid; and add, Men now afk each other 

what is freedom ? What are our rights ? Frenchmen you are 
" already free, and Britons are preparing to become fo." A 
dear and explicit declaration that they conceived the French 
were become free in confequence of the events of the lOth of 
Auguft, by which Monarchy was totally deftroyed in France, and 
that Britons were preparing to become as free as the French were 
become by thofe events.—^ Seeking our real enemies, we find 

* them in our bofoms"— the vipers Monarchy and Ariftocracy, 
which you recolleft were mentioned in another paper — for the)^ 
add, « We feel ourfelves inwardly torn by, and ever the vi£Hms 
" of a reftlefs and all-confuming ariftocracy, liitherto the bane 

of every nation under the fun ! Wifely have you zAcd in 
« expelling it from France !" 

Gentlemen, 
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Geatkmeiiy what is this but a declandoil that one bhndt 
of the Legifiature of this Country^ the Houfe of Lords^ was 
an all-confuming ariftocracy, and that the French had aAed 
wiiely in expelling ariftocracy bom France. At the cmdiafioo 
there is a paflage vriiich (hcws^ beyond a poffibility of doobCi 
diat their objed was the eftabliflunent in this Country of a 
Government, from which not only what they call Ariftocncfy 
but Monarchy, (houid alfo be banifhed; for they add, ^ WUk 
^ you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided defenden 

of freedom, wc fondly anticipate in idea the numezaus 
^ bleffings mankind will enjoy, if you fucceed as wc ardently 
^ wifh;" that is, fucceed in eftablifliing that GovemacBt 
which the Convention were dien about to eftabliih, and hf 
which Monarchy was to be totally annihilated, ^ if you fticcecd» 
^ as wc ardently wifli, die triple alliance (not of Crowns, but) 
^ of the people of America, France, and Britain, will give 
^ freedom to Europe, and peace to die whole world.'* 

Can declaratbns be more explicit than thefe, diat dieir objeft 
was, that the power whidi fhould be competent in this Country 
to make an alliance, fhould not be the King, by whoox, ac- 
cording to the Conftitution of this Country, all treaties widi 
foreign Sutes muft be made, and laith whom all dealings widi fo* 
reign Powers muft, at leail, nominally be had, and that dwre 
(hould be a triple alliance— not of crowns — exprcfsly negativing 
the Cro>^*n — ^but of thc people of America, of France, and of Bo* 
tain, to give freedom to Europe, and peace to the whole world } 
adopting again the idea developed in the addrefs to the Jacd)ina of 
May preceding, that giving freedom to Europe was the belt defence 
for th;it which was then tranfaiiing in France. They add, How 

well purchafcd will be, diough at tbeexpenccof much bloody 

the glorious, the unprecedented privilcd^e of faying mankind 
^ is free! Tyrants and tyranny are no more! Peace reiga» 

on the earth ! And this is the work of Frenchmen.'* 

Can language convey in ftronger terms, the ideas of mei» 
bent on the deftruftion of every thing to which they could 
give the terms Monarchy, Ariftocracy, or die Crown in diis 
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Country; of eftablifliing that which they conceive to bs unr» 
▼erial freedom, and aboliihing what they call tyrants and ty<«> 
nuiAyi ib diat peace might reign on the earth. 

You will find. Gentlemen, in the courfe of the evidence 
which will be laid before you, this repeatedly and artfully urged 
to catch men of enthufiaftic difpofitions, that if Monarchy and 
Ariftocnicy were aboliihed, and if all Governments were what they 
call ^ Governments of the people," wars would be at an end* 
and univerfid peace would reign upon the earth. Thus you 
will find one paper opening another, the ikme principles developed 
drou^iout^ and thofe principles aiming at the deftru£Uon of the 
Government of this Country, and at the eftablifbment of a re* 
prefentatlve Government. 

Upon this addrefs the Society for Conftitutional Information 
reiblved ^ that the thanks of this Society be given to the London 
* Correfponding Society for the above addrefs, and that die Se- 
^ cretary acquaint them this Society do highly approve of the 
^ fpirit of the £une.'' 

Having approved of the fpirit of this Addreis of the London 
CorreQxttiding Society, they proceed to prepare a feparate Ad- 
drefs of dicir own, conceived in language as ftrong as that of 
the London Correfponding Society; (b that 1 think you will 
be of opinion that they did not decline concurring in the Addreft 
of the London Correfponding Society, becaufe they thought it 
too ilrong, but becaule probably they thought that expref&ng 
the (ame things in other words, they fhould convey the fame idca$ 
Hill more difiuilvely tliroughout the Country. 

The Addreik of the Society for Conllitutional Information to 
the National Convention in France, begins thus«-^ Servants 
** of a Ibvereign people, and benefaflors of mankind, we r©» 
^ joice that your Revolution has arrived at that point of per^* 
^ feclion which will permit us to addre& you by this title* 
^ It is the only one that can accord with the charader of tru^ 
<^ legiflators.'* This is a dear declaration that an hereditary 
ofEce of Kiiig, and an hereditary peerage, were, in their opi* 
nions, utterly inconliftent with the charader of true legiflatorsL 
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It is confequeAtly a declaration that they wtflied to eftablUh t 
legiflatu^ founded upon the (ame principle as diat on whidk 
the Convention in France proceeded; upon a principle wholly: 
eleftive. They proceed — " Every fucccflivc epoch ih your 
affairs has added foaiething to the triumphs of liberty and 
^ the glorious i'i£icry of the loth of Augvjt^ has finally prepared 
« the way for a Conftitution, which, we truft, you'will eftablifli 

* on the bafis of reafoii and nature." 

They conceived therefore, Gentlemen, that the events of 
the loth of Auguft were a glorious viftory, and that it pre- 
pared the way for the eftabliihment of a Conftitution on tiie 
bafis of reafon and nature; a bafis upon which every man mtlft 
wi(h that every ConlHtution (hould be founded, only that vAat 
is roafon, and what is nature, what is that bafis upon which a 
Conftitution ought to be founded, is that upon which many men 
are very likely to differ. 

There are other paflages in this Addrefe which dearly 
flicw the objeds of the pcrfons who prefented i^ They 
reprefent the condition of Engliftimen, though not b bad 
as that of other countries, yet ft ill as approaching to a flate 
of flavery. They tender their warmeft wiflies for the fuQ 
extent of the progrcfs, and fuccefs of the caufe in which the 
French Convention were engaged ; and add, ^ It is indeed a 
** facred caufe. We cherifti it as the pledge of your happine6| 
^ our natural and nearcft friends, and we rely upon it as die 

* bond of fraternal union to the human race, in which union our 
•* own nation will furely be one of the firft to concur/* After 
ftating the advantages to be derived from the proceedings of the 
affembly in France, they add, " Go on legiflators, in the work 

of human happinc(s, the benefits will in part be ours, but 
^ die glory ihall be all your own. It is the reward of your 
•* perfeverance, it is the prize of virtue." And then confider- 
ing that die fparks of liberty have been preferved in England, 
only fo fiar as to fliew the darknefs viftble in the reft of Europe; 
they fpeak of the luftrc of the American republic as like an ef- 
fulgent morning, but ftill too diftant to enlighten our hemi- 
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^herc, till the fplcndour of the French Revolution J>uril forth 
upon the nation in the full fervor of the meridian fun ; and di& 
placed in the midft of the European world the pra&ical refult 
of principles which philofophy had fought in the (hade of fpecu- 
lation ; and v4iich experience muil every where a>nfirm. The 
prai&ical refult of the principles thus applauded, you muft con- 
fider as dire£lly oppofite to the principles upon which the ma* 
terial parts of the Britiih Conftitution are founded, becaufe 
diey are principles utterly inconfiftent with an hereditary Mo* 
narchy, or an hereditary Houfe of Lords* The Addreis con* 
dudes, ^ In this career of improvement, you example will be 
^ ibon followed ; for nations rifing from their lethargy, will 
^ reclaim the Rights of Man with a voice which man cannot 
« refift." 

Gentleman, I have enlarged upon thefe two Addrefles, be- ' 
caufe it appears to me that they develope with* a clearnefs not 
to be queftioned, the principles of thefe Societies, and (hew that 
they were perfedly boftile to the Conftitution of this Country j 
and becaufe it fcems to me impoffible to conceive that men 
who framed and prefented fuch Addrefles^ could have in view 
iimply a reform of the Commons Houfe of Parliament, upon 
any fyftem of reform, meaning to go no farther* 

Gentlemen, they were not mifunderftood by the perfons to 
whom their Addrefles were prefented ; nor indeed did the perfons 
who prefented the Addrefs of the Conftitutional Society mif- 
underftand its meaning. The perfons chofen for this purpofb 
were Mr. Joel Barlow, and Mr. Froft* 

You will find that Mr. Joel Barlow, and Mr. Froft, at the 
time they prefented this Addrefs, pronounced an introductory 
Addrefs from themfelves, but afterwards communicated to the 
^onftitudonal Society, and perfeftly approved by them. 

In this introduAory Addrefs they exprefs themfelves thus : 
^ Citizens of France, we are deputed by the Patriotic Soci- 
^ ety in London, called the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
^ tion, to congratulate you in its name upon the triumphs of 
« liberty. Before the epoch of your Revolution, this Society 
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« ittnpfeyfed irfdlf <m this importtnt objcfl with Frttle hopes of 
^« fuctefs." Thfjr then ftate, that innumerable focieties of 
the fame fort \¥ere forming in erferj part- of Ei^hnd j dial 
they excited a fyirit of imivcrfel enquiry into the com^cated 
abuies of Government, and the Ample means of reform ; Aat 
after the example giren by France, revolutions wodd beeoM 
rafy; that reaibn was about to make a rapid progrefi; and 
that it would not be extraordinary if in much le(s fpoce tban 
touM be Smagincd, the French fhouM fend their coogratida- 
tions to a NationrJ Conrention in England. 

This introduflory Addrefe clearly points out the 6bj eft of die 
AddrcfTcrs. It clearly poi«its out, tfiat they conlidered TbCta* 
fcivcs zs labouring to little purpofc imtil the event of die Frendi 
Revolution ; that the event of that Revolution in its COkrie- 
ejucnces led to all that they propofcd , that they confideted the 
means for obtaining that v^hich tlicy propoied as iimple; dial 
thcfc means were to be taken from the example of Fnuioe^ 
which e:«amplc would make revolutions eafy. What was die 
example of France ? They tell you in the concluding word^— 
the cftablifhrnent of a National Convention — and, therefore^ 
they conceived that it would not be extraordinary if in a muA 
« k'fs fpacc of time, than cokdd be imagined, the French fliouU 

icnd their addreiTes of felicitation to a National Convention in 
England. 

Gentlemen, yoo will find that this idea of a Nation^ Coo- 
Tcntion did not originate here, but in an Addrefs of the Loo- 
don Corresponding Society to the people, of the 6th rf An- 
goft, 1792. There the fame idea is clearly advanced, that ifce 
people were toeffeft their own emancipation by means of 'diat 
National Convention, from which alone they could hope to have 
it ; by the people meeting in a Convention, becaufe they coJii 
not expeft to receive that which they \vi(hcd from the coofii- 
tutcd authorities of Government. 

The Prcfidcnt of tlie French National Aflcmbly did not^ in 
the leaft, hcfitate to interpret this Addrefi of the Conftitutiooal 
Society, and the proceeding? upon it; for in his anfwcr to iti 
3 he 
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lie lajff, to Ac Addrefiers, «« Thofc who now defend our liberty 
« wHI one day become Ac fupporters of yours/^ Then he 
ttiisj * Generous Republicans,**— fo that he clearly conceited 
that their AddreTs breathed die fpirit of republicanifin--4ie had 
not the leaft hefitation in applying to the perfons who came to 
him with fudi an Addrefs that epiAet. He lays, ^ The Aades 
« of Pym^ of Hampden, and of Sydney, are hoVering over 
« your heads ; and the moment cannot be diftant when the peo- 
pic of France will ofier Aeir congratulations to a National 
« Convention in England.*' You perceive, therefore, Aat Ae 
Prelidcnt of the National Convention of France, had not the 
leaft doubt of the meaning of the Addrefs wliich was made to 
him ; or of the object of it ; and that Ae confequences might pro- 
bably be Aat which the Addreflers Aemfelves had told him Aey 
probably might be, namely, the eftabliAment in Afs Country 
ef Ae fiune fort of Convention which was Aen ellabliAcd in 
France. 

Gentlemen, I forbear to detsul to you a vaft variety of oAcr 
papers, all tending to the fame condufron— Letters from Ae 
Societies in France— Letters from and to Ac Societies here— 
But Acre is one Aing which I Aink I ought particularly to 
mention to you. On the i8 A of January, 1793 — certainly a 
very critical period— it was a time when, in Ae perfuafion of 
men in general, a war between Ae two Countries was likely 
to take place — the Conftitutional Society Aought proper to 
make three Members of the French National Aflembly, Mr. 
Saint Andrf, Mr. Barrfre, and Mr. Roland, Honorary Mem- 
bers of Aeir Society, Saint Andr6, on Ae 18A of January, 
and Barr^re and Roland, on the 25A of January; defcribing 
Aem as Ae moft judicious and enlightened friends of liberty. 
And on the 6rft of February, Aey refolved, that the fpeeches 
of Barrere, and Saint Andrf, in the French National Aflembly, 
upon the fubje^ft of Ae trial of Ac King, Aould be entered on 
their books ; and then Aey refolved, that this relblution Aould 
be printed in the public newfpapers. 
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undoubtedly this is not publilhing dlredly thdfe fpecdni 
bat it is publifhing diem indiredly, becaure it is calling 
attention of all men to thofe fpeedies, and intimadng diat d» 
Society for Conftitutional Information, conceived the fpeedm 
contained matter worthy of attention. They refemd the at- 
tention of the public to thofe fpecches^ as contained in Ae 
French papers. The confequencc is obviou^ that tfaofif irfio 
were likely to read the resolutions of diis Society for ConftitiN 
tional Information, would be naturally led to read diefe l^ieedn. 
And the Society could have no objed in thefe refiJutions but 
to adopt in ibme way or other thcie fpeeches. 

Thefe fpeeches will be given in evidence to you; and yotf 
will find that the right of the National Aflembly to decide 
upon the fate of the King, is ftated to arife from dietr being 
a Revcrfutionary Aflembly, created by the nation in a ftate of 
infurre£tion ; that the fpeeches proceed to inveftigate Ae fiib- 
jed — to confider the confequence which naturally muft iblkiw^ 
from the rifing of the people againft the Government of die 
Country — to (hew that it muft eWtSt the deftni6Uoti of that 
Government, and, therefore, the deftrudtion of the inviolability 
of the perfon of the King. 

Thefe principles afterwards, as you well know, were adopted 
by the French Convention, and a£bd upon in putting the King 
to death. One of thefe fpeeches defcribes, likewife, the difie* 
rence between a Convention, and an ordinary Legiflaturc, fliew- 
ing that a Convention of the people aflembleci upon the extn* 
ordinary occafion, upon which this Convention in France was 
aflembled, had necelTarily abfolute fovereign power to model imd 
to form every thing, as in their difcretion they fliould think pro-; 
per, becaufe they were to be confidered in effedl as the people 
thcmfelves. And Mr. Barrere concludes, fpeaking of the • Con* 
ftituent Aflembly, which he obfcrves had laid the firft founda-. 
tion for liberty, that t/pey were obliged to abide by what war 
then the prejudice of public opinion ; but that jiow. all prejudicca 
of that kind were dcflroycd ; and he adds, " Nothing was want-j 
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^ ing. to immartaUaerdat AiTembly but to barb delivered f mice 
^ firooi-die calamiqr of Kixigiy Government, and .to btve re^ 
^:.iieved you from, the duty of judging the laft of your Kings. 
^ With diis example before your eyes you hefitate even in die 
^. ficft ftep of your duty. Am I then no looger in the midft of 
(^.tdiat National Conventioii, whofe honourable miffibn it waQi 
!^.*^ 4eftroy Kings and RoyalQr." 

^;.\FQr..wbat pirpofe could 4>erfons who meant to afiert their 
loyalty, to die Government of this Country^ to die King, and to 
'die eftabliihment .of the Legiflature in King, Lords, -and 
Commons,' offer to- the attention of the world thefe fpeeches. 
ilnieis they meant to deftroy that conftituted Government I 
am utterly at a lofs to difcover their purpofe; and I* heliev^ 
that my friends will find it as difficult to difcover. 
'■r The war foon' firilowed~I think it was in the month' oF 
February, 1793, that the French declared war. Thiis inter- 
Topted ,the intercourfe between the two Countries-r-but it was 
fifioeflary to keep up the fpirit of the perfons who were U^' hi 
engaged in that Revolution, which the Prifoner at the bar, widl 
fithets was, I afiert, engaged to efFed.. ; They contrived to ex* 
cite a very general apprehenfion that a Revolution, of form 
-ki|id or other, would take place; andthey'prooeeded to do diat 
^hich had the tSe& of agitating the minds of die people, in a 
•way perfeAly fafe for themfelves— -namely by petitions to Par* 
Jiament for a Reform of the Houie of Commons. 
^ Bu^ Gentlemen, you will find from die evidence^ that dieft 
petitions i¥ere not prefented with any hope of fucceis, or with 
any inteiitipn that d>ey fbould meet with fuccefs. They were 
confidcred merely a meafurc of policy, and were (b treated in 
.fevecal papers written by the Society for Conftitudonal Infor- 
mation s particulaly in 2^ letter to a Society at Norwich. After 
dating their obje<^on8 to the Conftitudon of England ai 
formed, and their wifhes to alter it, th^y fey—** Where then 
M are we tq look for our remedy ; to that Parliament of which 
we complain; to the executive power which is implicitly 
H pbey^, if |iot anticipated in that Parliament, or to ourfelves 
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^ reprriSsnted in fome meeting of Ddcgsfeit fiar Ae tfgtd^ 
^ purpofe of Reform, which we fuppofe y<Mi vnderfbnd bj the 
^ term Convention alluding to a paflage in a letter to Acoi 
from the Society, to which they were then writing, wluch ftatdi 
that the London Correfponding Society had ftated to the di&rent 
Country Sodettes three different prc^fitions ; a petition to Pkr* 
liament, a petition to the King, or a Convention. And JM 
will find a general concurrence of all thefe Societies,- in tndng 
a petition to Parliament, as likely to produce no end wkattMr) 
a petition to the King as perfeSly futile | >and, that didr only 
hope was in a Convention. This letter of die CooftitmnMl 
Scxriety, fpeaking of a petition, fays, ^ If the event b looiDBd ti 
^ in the vote which may be obtained from diat body to wham 
^ the petition is to be addrelTed, which of us can kok to it 
^ without the profped of an abfolute negative. In this point of 
^ view, therefore, it cannot require a moment's confiikuaod', 
^ .but, if we regard the policy of fuch a petition, it nrnf^ in onr 
^ apprehenfian, be well worth confidering, as a warning voice 
to our prcfent Legiflaoors, and as a fignal for imitalion t» 
*^ the majority of the people." This letter is dated the l6di «f 
April 1793- 

The petitions which were prefimted having been rcja6ted, k 
then fibemsto have been determined to proceed invnedialdyts 
means which they confidered as more cfFedual. Early in the 
year 1793, there had been aflembled a body of men in Soodrnd^ 
under the defcription of <^ A General AfTembly of Ddegatcs of 
^ the Societies of the Friends of the People throughout Soodan^ 
« afTemblcd for the purpofe of Parliamentary Refonn.** Yo« 
will obferve, the title they took viras, that of ^ DelegaCea fita 

the Societies of the Friends of the People throughout SoM^ 
« land." They had met early in 1793, and then had adjottmel 
to November, 1793, without dtung any thing. In May, 17^ 
a corrcfpondence took place between the London CorreQKmding 
Society and the Secretary of this Convention of Delegates in 
Scotland, a Mr, Skirving, in which, after ftating that the peti- 
tions had been all of them unfucccfsful, it was added, » Our 

attention 
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ittentlofi muft nonr therefore be turned to ibme mm efFc&ual 
From jovr Society we would willingly iearn them; 

* tad ycNt, on your part, may depend on our adopting the fin&eft 
^ metfiures, provided they are conftkutvonal i and wo bopt the 
^ Country will not be behind hand with- us.'' 

Gentlemen^ die aafwtr of Mr. Skirving to thi^ letter h dated 
the 15th of May, 1793^ and it clearly ihews, chat thai perlbo 
IimI tffi view faoietfaing which would probably end in the total 
mmhtiation of all exifting Govonimcnt. Speaktag of the fitua* 
tioA of the two Countries,, he (ays : ^ If cither you in England, 

V or we in Scotland, ihould atiennpt feparattly the ref<HFiii wh^h 
^ we^ f (ruft, fi^h to obtain, we fbould, by fi» doiag, only ex- 
^ perfe our weakneft, and manifeft our ignorance of the oorivp- 
^ tion whkrh oppofe^ our important undertaking/' After ob* 
fenrtng upon what might be done if a ehange of menoidy was to 
be dfeded, the letter proceeds ^ but to cut up d^ cuid wide*' 
^ rooted prejudices, togive effeduot enoigy to the didates of 
^ truth in favour of public virtue and national proijperity, in 
^ oppofition toiclf, and all its inteftAed h^ict, and towithAand 

* and orerawe the final efbrts of the powers of darknefe, is the 
^ work of the whole, and not of a part; a work to which max^nd) 

V tiB this awAil period, were never adequate, beeaufe never tiQ 

* nerwdifpofed to fhtternixe, not merely, or only, I truft, from 
^ the (enfe of the-coBMOon danger to which we are expoTed, bur 
^ frorti the eaneblittg principle of unimfid benevolence." 

^ ( think the minds of all muft, in the nature of things, be now 

* turned to more eScAual means of reform.** Then he pro- 
ceeds to notice the difference in the fomatioo of the Societies iti 
England and in Scotland, and addis, ^ I have not a higher wifli, 

in the preCmt exertions for Feform, than tofee the people itni- 

* verfidlyand reguiariy aflbaatod, beeaufe I am perfuaded, that 
^ the prefent diiaflrous ehgagen«ents will i0Ue in ruin, and the 
^ people then muft provide for Hiemfehes; and it woyld be 
^ unhappy, when wc fliotild be ready^to a£t ^th unanimity, to 
^ be occupied about organization, without which, howevei', 

* anar^y muft enAie.'* 
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. Gentlemen, without endeavouring to difcufs what it was whidh 
the writer of this letter conceived was likely to produce the oon* 
fufion to which he adverts, and upon which, unlets means were 
taken to prevent it, anarchy muft enfue, it is fufficient for me to 
(ay, tliat clearly, in the mind of this writer, fomething wai ex- 
peded to happen, from which anarchy was likely to enfue. 
I'his letter is written in a particular ftilc, with rdpuQ. to reU* 
gious fentiments. ^ We wiU not need but to be prepared for dit 
^ event to ftaud and fee the (alvation of the Lord. Let .ui, 
^ therefore^ take the hint given us by our oppo&rsi let us hfr» 
''.gin in earneft to make up our minds relative to the extent 

of Reform which we ought to feek i be prepared to juftify 
^ it, and .to controvert objedions. Let us model the whole, ia 
^ the public n^ind. I^t u> - provide ^very ftake and ftay of the 
% tabernade whi^ we would ere^ fp that, when the ^tabcr* 
c( nacles-of oppreffioo^ in the palaces of ambition, are broken 

down, under the inadnef? and folly of their fupporters, wema^ 
'' then, without a^iarchy, ai)4: all dangerous delay, mSt at onoe 

our tabernacle of righteoufoeft." . ' 

« Gentl^.cn, it fecms to ipe that it is impoffible to read tius 
letter without perceiving that, in the contemplation of the mind 
of the.wriier fi total diflblution of the Government was Skdy 
to. happen, suid that it neceflary to havp a new frame of 
Government, for the purpofe of fuppiying the place of AafL 
which .(hould be difiblved at that inftant, and of preventing dut 
anarchy which, he thought, muft otherwife enfue ; but a follow* 
iog pafiage leaves -this without a doubt, for he proceeds to 
.obforve, " How hurtful to the feelings of a refledling mindi t9 
" look back to the wretched ftate in which the £Lonian Me^ 
" narchy» enfeebled and broken by its own corruption, left dw 
^ nations which it had fubjedted, like flicep without a ihephcid-** 
He fecms, in fubfcqyent paflages, to confider, that it was no* 
ceflary to be very expeditious in that which he propoicd to- be 
done* '^ Do not, I entreat you, helitate, thir^king fuch a work 
^ premature as yet. But a month, and thpn it may be too laie; 
" a malignant party may be already formed, afKl only waitii^ 

" for 
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^. ibr the halting of the preient managers. It will dien be too 
^ late to feek to fubjed to deiiberatioii, after a party hbs dared 
^ the ad of rebellion." There are other pailages in this letter 
which it will be proper to confider ; but, I will detain you no 
longer than to obferve, that it muft have been clearly in the 
eontemplation of the writer, that a difiblution of all.Goverimieiit 
night poffibly ibon ulce place. 

. Gentlemfn, you will find that afterwards, by means of a 
private correfpondence between Mr. Sicirving, andfomeof the 
members of the London Correfponding Society, it was con« 
trived, that an application ihould be made to the London So* 
ciedes, and other Engliih Societies, to fend Ddegates to ^ 
Convention in Scotland, and that accordingly it was reiblved to 
fend Delegates. You will find that the London Correfj)onding 
Society (eiit as Delegates, Mr^jMargarot and Mr. Gerald, and 
dttt the Society for Conftitutional Informadon fent a Mr* Sin^ 
clair, and likewife eledled for- -the purpote Mr. Yorlce; bu| 
Mr. Yorke did not go, being prevented, . I .ttunk, by illnfBif^ 
or by fome other means* You- will fij»d diat thefe poiibns, 
meeting at Edinburgh, in November, .1799, proceeded, to itA 
in a manner, > which, I thinky'I.do not ftate to yoq too ftrongly^ 
whm I aflcrt, thaty if they had been-; permitted to.proeeed as 
they had begun, civil commoiions : mttit -neccfiaf^/ h^v^.foU 
lowed, i'» . r. i H . " 7 

Having originally met in Maji^: I793,..4|m1 s^b, iA Con&t 
qucnce of their adjournment,} in November, .under the deicrip^ 
^n of the General Conven^on of Deleg^ue^ from the Societies 
of the Friends of the People dirougbout Soodand, they diought 
^t, upon the a^d of Novembfer^ .which I: thiiilc was the third 
day of that meeting, to afiume^e title of H 7'he Bridfh Con- 
ventioo'of Pdegates of ?^,I^eQple, afibciated^for obtaining 
^ Uniyerlal. Suffrage and Annual Parliaments^*' dropping their 
original chavader of Delegates firom the Sociedes of the Friends 
of the P^le, an^ fuming to themfelves a new cbarafier, 
that of ^ Delegates of the People," meaning therefore to arro- 
gate to them^lves the ckmStts of ^n afieq^bly whi^ \yas to be 

fup- 
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fapporfei by ihe Treight, and bj the authority of die feop]m at' 
largew For there could be no purpofe v^iatever for wfaidi diejr* 
oxdd aflTuine this titic of « Delegates of the Peopk," lodcft 
they fioeant to aflume the charafter incident to ^ DriegaM of 
^ the P«^le that is peribns immediately delegated hf jkm 
{ftopte them<elvf«, otherwifc than the conftitutjd Government ef 
the Country authorizes ; and therefore, for the purpbft of ioing 
fbniething which might be deemed the 9& of Ae people^ and -to 
be fupported by the authority of the people. 
* Gentlemen, if they had in view funply the obtaining s Re** 
form tn Parliament, by application to Parjiment itM^ tMv 
afliimption of title was not only unneceflary, but it was uCSerly* 
improper, becaufe, if they were to petition ParliameHt fhtf 
ought to petition Parliament in ^r true charaftor ) dhat js, -m 
Ddegates from die Societies of the Friends of the People, bf 
whom diey were feverally fent; odterwife they would not fhM 
#0 Parliament their real charader, that in whidi alone Aef 
wovU^ hare had a right to have weight in the opinion of Pinrw. 
liamentk Afluming to themfelves the title of ^ Dei^flea of 
^ die People,*' a tide which they could not with trudi afliimo^ 
they aflumed fonething upon which they meant to bottom Imm- 
Aing further; and there is nothmg which they could mean by 
if, but to affiime to themfelves die charaAer of being tke 
prefentatives of the People, and therefore being fuperior to the 
ronftituted Government If we advert to what paflod in 
France, we {ball feel a ftrong refemblance, in this proceodiligi 
to a fimilar aflumption of charaAer, and confequently of pMir, 
in diat Country ; and it will teadi us what the ccmfequences of 
fuch an affixmption are. You all knoWj that the aflemblynriikh 
met in France, in the year 1789, was originally die Stafict- 
General of the kingdom, convened by the King. But a part 
of them being aflcmbled, to the amount of about -half, I tiuak, 
of dieir whole number, aflumed to diemfelves the appellation of 
^ Delegates of the People." In&ead of Delegates of die differ* 
ent States, as they were originally conftitutcd, diey aflumed to 
themfelves the title of ^ Delegates of the People,*' as one general 
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maft; mnif having iaoc hf they fomied a reiblutl'oa wUdk' 
necefirily feUomd from that affumptioii, namelyy thattbeKng 
cmU nig^iv§ mpm ibmr proceedings^ The laft afiitmp* 

lioii waa juft^ tf they were really the Delegates of the People; 
Wcaufe fach a Delq^on neoefiarily a fupercefficm of all 
, GowniBent^ the people taking die affairs of the Country into 
their own hands. They juftly affumed, that the ELing oouM 
put no negative on their proceedings, if they were entitled td 
tfliini^ the charader of Delegates of the People ; but th^ firft 
aflomed the dkarader of Delegates of the People; and then thef 
aflumed, that being Delegates of the People, the King had no 
right to put a negative upon any of their proceedings. That 
pafled in France, and this proceeding in Scotland, is a complete 
eepy. A number of perfons, afiembkd origiittUy under, iba 
title o^ and being, in Delegates fimply from the Societies 
ef Ae Friends of the People, as they were called, aflitmeA tn 
themfelfes the chani6)cr of Delegates of the People* They 
oould^o fo'only for the (ame purpofe for whiclv the Afieaably 
in Fraocedid it; namely, for the purpofe of afliiming tothenU 
Mvcs aH the authority, all the pomier, and all Use confecpienoe^ 
vhidi belonged to perfens of that defcription^ 

Geiitlemen, this was clearly and dlftin^tty caDing upon tte 
people to fiipport them ; it w*s giving them a titktD fkjs- " We 
^ are your Delegates, fupport us in what we ans doing.**-*^ 
Having done diis, they proceeded to a mrieiy of refolutiorts^-atl 
<if which, I think, you will fee, clearly tended diredly :tD the 
fiune purpofe. I will not obferve Upon any of thm, except Cm; 
one is, that, upon a petition to Parliament being propofed, it 
was negatived by the order of the day ; another, that a rtfoiution 
was, on the 28th of November, 1 793, come to, with a oonii* 
4erdbk degree of (blenuiityy for which a blank was left ia .thc 
minutes, and which relbludoa was not to be entered upoa:the 
minutes until the clofe of dieir fittings. That refolutioa ap- 
pears to me to be of fuch adcfcriptton, duit I ought to takefone 
fu>ticc of it to you, even in diis C;)ening. 

M I^olved, that die following declaration and refolution be 

•* inferted 



X J 

^ in&rted at the end of our minutcs"'*r(and, I ihouU bbfervei, 
that this vras moved by dieDckgate from the Society fur Con- 
ftitutional Inibmution)* . ^ This Cmveation, confidering die 
^. calamitous contcquences of any aft of the Legiflature wUch 
5< ihay.tend to deprive the whole^ or any part of the people, of 
t^' their undoubted right to meet| . either by diemfiJves ar by 
^ delegadoD) to difcufs any matter relative to their common inte- 
!f. reft, whether of a public or private nature, and holding die 
^ .fame to be touUy inconfiftent with the firft principles and 
^ iafety of iociety, and alfo fubverfive of our known and acknow- 
ff Icdgcdconftitutbnalliberties,. do hereby declare, before God, 
!f. and the world, that we fhall follow the wholefome example 
f^.of foniicr times, by paying no regard to any ad which fliall 
f^'jniliute againft the Confticution of our Country, and. (hall 
^ continue to aiTemble and confider of the beft means by 
F ^dvch. wc can accompliih a real reprefeotation of the people 
^ aifd annual election, until compelled to delift by fuperior £Mrce.** 
- ' Gehdcmcn, you will find that in the condufipn they caiiried 
this refolution into effect, the chairman refufing to qui|;* tlie 
/chair until compelled to do (b by fupcrior force. Let u^ 6VB^ 
that the power fent for the purpofe of di4>er{}ng this Mffitf^g 
|iitfl.been unequal to the purpofe, that it had been of inftfior 
ibrce^ — the refult would rhave been, that this Convention -of di^ 
Delegates of the People at Edinburgh would have become^ in» 
Aandy a permanent Afiembly ) and you will find, by a letter of 
one of the perfons who was a Member of this Convendin^ 
that he confidered this refolution as equivalent to a declai9ljoli 
of permanency. .... 
' ITiey proceed—*? We do refolve, .Tbat the firft notice given 
^ for the introduAion of a Convention Bill, or any Bill of. a 
*^ fimilar tendency to that pafled in Ireland in the laft feifion nf 
^ their Parliament; or. any Bill fordieifufpenfion of the Habeas 
^ Corpus A£^ ; or the A& for the preventing wrongous inv 
^ priibnmcnt, and; againft undue delays in trials in North Br^ 
tain, or in caje of an invafit^n ; or the admiflion of any foreign 
•< troops wratibcYcy into G rcafcJBritiuu .or Ireland} .all^-,or any 

ono 
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^ one of ttiele calamitous circiiaiftances, fhall be a figndl to {he 
^ feveral Delegates to repair to fuch place as tfte Secret Corri^ 
* mltteecS this Convention (hall appoint: ^and the firft fevcn 
^ members (Kail have power to declare the fittings permanent, 
^ and twenty-one (hall conftitute a Convention, and proceed to 
« bufmefs/* 

' Gentlemmi, here were refolutions which they did not choofe 
to enter at the time upon their minutes — here was a contrivance 
for eftablUhing a fecret place for the meeting of this Convention 
upon feveral emergencies, fome of which were— the introduc- 
tion of a Convention Bill into the Houfe of Commons — not the 
a£hial paf&ng, but the mere introdu<ftion of it into the Houfe, 
to prevent their meeting — or any Bill of a fimilar tendency — 
or any Bill for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft— or in 
tafi tf an invafian—^yT the admiffion of any foreign troops 
whatfbever into Great-Britain or Ireland. 

For what purpofe can this refolution have been entered iilto, 
but for providing a more eSefhial refiftance to Government, by 
holding Aeir af!embly in fome other place, which they might 
afterwards appoint, and which they might' thiiik 'more adapted 
to that refiftance Aan the city of Edinburgh. The manner in 
which all this is to be done is curious — The place where the 
Meeting was to be held was to be kept a perfccl fecret ; it was 
not to be known to any perfon except a Secret Committee of 
diree, with the Secretary, who were to be appointed to deter- 
mine the place where fuch Convention of Emergency fhould 
meet. They refolved, « That fuch place (hall remain a fccrct 

with them and with the fecretary of this Convention; and 
^ diat each Delegate (hall, at the breaking up of the prcfciit 
" leffion, be entrufted with a fealed letter containing the name 
" of the place of meeting ; that tliis letter (hal! be delivered 

unC'pened to his conftituents, the receipt of which fhall be 
« acknowledged by a letter to the fecretary — prefcrved in the 
** ifcme ftatc until the period (hall arrive at which it (hall be 
".deemed neceflary for the Delegate tofctoff/* fo that until 
dut moment it was not to be difclofcd, even to the Delegates 
■ - ' them- 
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Acm&Ives, where this Convention waS| in this cafe of caiep4 
gaicjy to meet. 

llien they proceed to refolve, ^ That die monient of Mnf 
illegal difperfion of the prefent Convention, (hall be ooofiderai 
^ as a fummons to the Delegsites, to repair to the pkoe of IneeN 
^ ing appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the Secret 
^ Committee, and that the Secret Committee be inftmfited t0 
proceed without delay to fix the place of meeting/* 
Gentlemen, what muft have been the oon(iM|ueiices» if die 
opinion of die people, or of any number of the people, had 
followed this Britifh Convention, as it termed itlelf, of Dele- 
gates of the People — had acknowledged its members ill dat 
chara£ler ; that being the Delegates of the People they were t6 
be fupported by the people, and had attempted to fupport cbem 
accordingly What confequences could have foUowtd but % 
civil war ? 

Gendemen, you all know Aat this Convention was di^pefled 
by the authority of the civil magiftrates. Being di^iierledy yw 
know that profecutions took place, which became the fiibjcQ ef 
a confiderable degree cf clamour. The Society for Conftitiil* 
donal Information, in a variety of refolutions, a|q>ro<red and 
adopted all that had been done in diis Convention at Edinborgjhi 
and on the 17th of January, 1794, they came to refdutiont of, 
the ftrongcft tendency. 

Rcfolved, That law ceafes to be an objed of obcdicnfl l 
*^ v/henevcr it becomes an inftrument of oppreiEon.'* 

^ Rcfolved, That we call to mind with the deepeft Citis&c- 
^ tion the merited fate of the infiunous JelFcries, once Loid 
" Chief Jufticc of England ; who, at the aera of die glorioui 
^ Revolution, for the many iniquitous fentences which he had 
^ pafTed, was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people.** 

^ Refolved, That thofe who imitate his example deferve bit 
« fete.** 

This immediately following the tran(aAions in Scotland^ and 
the proceedings there of which they complain, I can give it no 
conftru£tion but that of a dire& incitement to. the people of 

Scotland 



( 63 ) 

Scotland to exercife, againft the perlbns ivho preTtded m the 
Courts of Jafticc there, that fort of fummary juftice by the 
people themfelTes whidi is here ftated to hire been the fate of 
die infainoas Jfeffinics.— They proceed; 
* Rcfolved, TTiat the Tweed, though it may divide countries, 

* ought ndl, and does not make a feparation between thoie 

* principles of common feverity, in which Englifhmen and 
^ Scotchmen are equally interefted; that injuftice in Scodand 
^ is injuftice in Enghnd; and that theiafety of Engltflimen is 
^ endangered whenever their bredven of Scotland, for a con* 

du£t which entides them to the approbation of all 'wife, and 
** die fupport of all brave men, are fentenccd to Botany Bay, 

* a puniflimcnt hitherto infiidled only on felons/' 

You fee. Gentlemen, they do not merely quarrel with the 
feverity of the fentence, but they afiert diat the condud of die 
perfons againfl whom theie fentences were paft, was not only 
not criminal in the high degree that could merit fuch a fentence, 
but that it. was not criminal at all ; on the contrary, dmt it was 
highly meritorious, and was fuch as endded them to the appro* 
Ixition of all tuiffy and die fupport of all trove men. Upon 
refolutions drawn under the dire£fhn ^ a man of the defcripthm 
•f the prtfoner at the iar, one may be permitted to advert even 
to particular words; and the epithets of ** wife^* and " hrave'* 
are placed, the one to approbation** and the other to fupport.'* 
One may eafily conceive to wiiat they lead, and to what they 
may be expeded to lead. 

Mr.Tooke. Am I to underfbmd die Solicitor Genera] to ^^dgt 
bimfelf to prove all that he fbtes ? Shall I be julHfied in un- 
derfbnding that ? and that if he fails in proving it, it takes off 
all the force of that which he flatcs ? 

Lord Chief yuflice Eyre. Failing in the proof takes off, cer- 
tainly, as fir as diat goes, the whole of it. 

Mr. Solicitor General I flate this, your Lordfhip fees, -to be 
•ft refblution of di? Society for ConfHtutional Informatbn, and 
am merely making oblbrvations upon ic^ 

Mr. Tooke. 
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Mr, Tookt. I underftood the Solicitor General taftatedat 
thefe refolutions were drawn up uiKlcr the pri(bner's dire&iafifc 
I mention it now ti\ac he ihould not hereafter lay I mi£kook liim: 
if the Solicitor General withdraws that» . I have. done. . 

Mr^ Solicitor General. At the Meeting when theip.idblutioiu 
were come to, Mr, Tooke .appears by. the books to havc.beea 
in the chair \ whether he. actually drew up the reiblutytfia. ia 
another queftion^ hMt hewai in the chair. I nKant merely ta 
iay, that Mr. Tooke is a ,man Mdio underflauds (unqueftionaUy 
infinitely better than I can profefi to do) the critical meaning 
of words, and their application in the cleared and plaincft 
fenfe. 

Gentlemen, they proceed — ^ Refolved, That we fee with 
^ regret, but we fee without fear, that the period is fiift ap* 
^ proaching when the liberties of Britons mail depend not upoR 
^ realon, to which they have long appealed, nor on their powers 

of expreffing it, but on their firm and undaunted refolution Co 
^ oppofe tyranny by the dune means by which it is exerciled.^ 

^ Refolved, That we approve of the condudl of the Britiili 
<^ Convention; who, though ailaiied by force, have not been 
^ anfwered by argument ; and who, unlike the members of a 
^ certain Ailembly, have no intcrcft diftindl from the commoB 
« body of the people." 

Gentlemen, on thefe two resolutions I muft beg leave Id 
make this obfervation, becaufe it appears to me to belong to 
them.— 'The laft is a complete approbation of the conduA of 
the Britifh Convention \ it defcribes them in the very charaflgr 
which they affumed — that of Delegates of the People. From 
the former refolution, it is clear, that the attention of the people 
was intended to be drawn to the probability of a time approach* 
ing when the liberties of Britons muft depend not upon reafisoi 
to which they had long appealed, nor upon their power of ex« 
preffing it, but on tlieir firm and undaunted refolution to oppoft 
tyranny by the fame means by which it was exercifed \ calling 
tyranny thofc proceedings which had been had in Scotland in 

difperfiag 
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difperfiif ttiat A&mbly; attributing diat dirperfioti to force} 
and dearly declaring an intention to oppofe force by force 
*-diis is the interpretatiofi whidi I put upon thefe refiJutions. 
Whether yoa will put the fime interpretation upon them or not 
is fiir you to ddennine^ 

Geodeoieni thefe reidlutions having been entered into by die 
Society ibr Conftitudonal Information on the 17th of January^ 
on die soth of January there was a meeting of the' Sodety 
called the London Correfponding Sodety at the Globe Tavenu 
The proceedings of that meeting at die Globe Tavern are 
fudi as make it necdOary £or me to call your particular attention 
to them* 

^ At a General Meedng of the London Correfponding 5o- 
^ dety, held at the Globe Tavern in the Strand, on Monday^ 
^ the aodi day 6f January, 1794, Cidzen John Martin in the 
^ chair, the foUowii^ Addrefr to the people of Great BritaiA 
^ and Ireland was read and agreed to:" Then there fbllovs an 
Addreft to the peofde of Great Britain and Irdand; it prooeed^ 
to ftate— ^ If we look to Irdand we find that acknowledged 
^ privilege of die people, to meet for the fupport and proOeAion 
^ of thdr rights and liberties, is attempted by terror to be 
^ taken away by a late infiunous AA of Parliamentf— In Scot- 
^ land, the widced hand of power has been impudendy exerted 
^ without even the wretched formality of an AA of Pariiament^ 
^ magiftrates have fordUy intruded into the peaceful and hiwfol 

meetings of firee men, and by force, not only without law 
^ but againft kw^ have, under colour of magifterial office^ 
^ intemipled their ddiberations and prevented their aflbc»- 
« don." 

^ Tlie wifdom and good oondu£l of die Brittih Convention 
^ at Edinburgh has been fudi as to defy their bittereft- enemies 
« to name Ae law wUdi they have broken ; notwidiftanding 
^ whidi» dieir papers have been fdzed, and made uie of as 
' evidence ag^unft dwn; and many virtuous and meritorious 
<( individuals have been as crudly as unjuftly, for their virtuous 
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nAiortt, diCgraced and deftroyed by infunouft aiid iUegad-fiub*' 
«* fences of tranfportation.*^ 

^ Citizens, we all approve the lentiiiient% -and are duly- re- 
^ peadng the words, for which chefe our reipeAable and vahm* 
ble brethren are thus unjuftly and inhumanly fufitling* 
^ We too ailbciate, in order to obtain a fiur, fice, and-iuU 
^ reprefention of the people, in a houfe of real national repre-^ 
^ (entatives. Are we alfo willing to be treated as felons fer 
^ claiming this our inherent right, which we are determined 
^ never to forego but with our lives, and which none but 
^ thieves and traitors can wifli to widibold from iis«" Then 
they proceed — If we had not juft caufe to apprdiend the 
^ fiune inhuman trcatment-«if, inftead of the moft imminent 
danger, wc were in perfcd lafety from it, ihould we not 
^ difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever in which 
our huncft Irifli and Scotch brethren did not equally and as 
fully participate with us ! Their caufe, then, and ours, rs 
^ die feme ; and it is both our duty and our intereft to ftand or 
^ fall together. The Irifli Parliament and the Scotch Judges^ 
^ a£hiated by the feme Engliih influence, have brought us di* 
^ re£Hy to the point. There is no ferther ftep bejmnd that 
^ ^ich they have taken. /f> an at ijjue^ We muft sow 
chufe at once either liberty or flavcry, for ourfelves and our 
pofterity. Will you wait till btmcks are ereded in every 
. village, and till fubfidised Hefiians and Hanoverians are upon 
« us.'* 

Gentlemeti, what is this Is it not a dedaration that die 
4jovemmcnt of the Country, and thefe .Sopieties, aflumii^ fa 
themfelves the charafler of the peofJe, were at iJiie^Au^'dim 
was no feither ftep beyond that which had been taken by die 
Xjovernment— that the people, therefore, muft now choofe at 
once either liberty or ilavery, for themfelves and their poAerity. 
i can confider this no otherwife than as an aAual ditlaratim §f 
svar. again/I the confiituted powtr-m^.afftal U the Jmrd^ 
rank rdnllUn* ...... 

Gentlemen^ 
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GencIemTn, Aey proceed to (hew that it wa$ their intention 
to a£k by their Hun f&ne ; for Aey fay«-^ You may afkj per- 
^ haps, by what means (hall we feck redrefs 

« We anrwer, that men in a ftate of civilised fociety are 
^ bound to leek rcdrcfe of their grievances from the laws, as 
^ long as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But our 
* common mafter, whom we fervc, (whofe law is a law of li- 
*^ berty, and whofe fervice is perfed freedom), has taught us 
^ not to exped to gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from 
^ thtftles. We muft have redrefs from our own laws, and not 
^ from the laws of our plunderers, enemies, and oppreflbrs." 

Who is It they ftile their plunderers, enemies, and op^ 
preflors The conftituted Government^ and the conftituted 
Legiflature of the Country. They fay, they are not to expeft 
redrefs firom the laws to be mad^ by that Legiflature, and to be 
adminiftered by that Government, but that they muft have re- 
drefs from their 9wn /imx-^^hat is, by their ovm force* If they 
could not (and you know they could not) make laws according 
to die confHtution of die Government of this Country, diey 
muft have intended to form a new power equal to making laws ; 
they muft have intended to afTume the chara£^er of the people, 
taking into dieir own hands the Government of the Country, 
and a&ing by force, and according to the fpirit of fuch a dele*- 
gation. If you can give a different interpretation to thefe words 
-^if the learned gentlemen who are of counfcl for the prifoner^ 
or the prifbner himfelf, not inferior to any num perhaps for fuch 
a purpofe^f they can give any other interpretation, you will 
give him the benefit of it : I can give no other. It fecms to 
me dearly to be a declaration that they would feek redrefs— 
not from tfao Legiflature of the Country, adminiftcring the laws 
of diat Lcgifliturc, but that they would feek redrefs from their 
own laws-— laws- which they could not frame, but by afluming 
to themfflves legiflative power ; and laws which they could not 
execute, but by afluming to thcmfelvcs tht^ executive Govern- 
.mcnt of the Country ;.fo far,,at leail, as fhould be fufficient to 
cxeaite thefe laws— which muft have been by force. 
^ - F 2 G.'iitlcnjenj 
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Gentlemen^ they pfoceed then to ftate die mamer Sii mtiidi 
they were to make diefe laws, and to execute fhesi-^M iTheic 
« is no redreis for a nation ctrcimiftanceA. at we are, but in a 
^ fair, free, and fiiU rcprefen^tion of the-pcpple/'. .Then diey 
declare, they were determined to obtain that fair, firee^ and iiiU 
leprefentation of the people which fliould give ahem Ihctr redrafii 
and how ?— ^< Refolved, That during the eniuing feffion of 
^ Parliament, the General Committee of this Society datneet 
<^ daily, for the purpofe of watching the procseedingt .of die 
^ Parliament, and of the adminrftratioii of the Gwermnenl of 
<^ this Country and here they uke up what was done in the 
Britilb Convention—^ and that upon the firft introduAiont of 
« any bill or motion ioimical to the liberties of die .people^ fudi 

as, for landing foreign troopi in Great Britain or Inland; 
^ for fufpcnding the Habeas Corpus A£t} for praclakning mar« 

tial law ; or for preventing the people from meeting' kfe Socie- 
^ ties, for cooftitutional inforpnation ^ or any other innoiration 

of a fimilar nature," which may include any:tfaingi>— ^: tliaif 
^ on any of thefe emergencies, the Genend'ComnuCtee^ftiail 
^ iflue fununonfei to the Delegates of each:divifion^ aadiulii to 

the Secretaries of the different Societies affiliated and conefr 
^ ponding with this Society, forthwith to call a Geneial Gon- 

vcntion of the people, to be held at fuch a place and in fuch 
^ a manner as (hall, be fpecified in the fommons,. for the pnr- 

pofc of taking fuch meafures into their confideration." : • 

Now, Gcfntlemeii, the connefkion betweeft.this- and she -Bri^ 
tifli Convention is dear.—- Here is the adoption of the very 
refolutions which the Britiih Convention had ^eome to | - and 
dear and plain it is, that the peifooB who penMsd th^.refolor 
tions meant to carry into execution that which thry fropoftd~ 
meant to fupport that Convention which dieywiflud toLaflcmbk 
by their own force (for by.no other means could they-mike Aofe 
laws which they propofed to make foe their nsdrefe) ( dederii^, 
that they could not cxpe£i redreik from die laws of their .{dnn^ 
dererers, enemies, and oppreflbrs^ .the.conftitutBd Government 
of the Country. 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gciitleinea» there were feveral refolutious come to hj this So« 
ciety on the 23d of January, and which were publiflied together 

wilb diofe rdblutions of the stoth of January 1 afk pardon 

for defcribing them as refolution&«— they are toafts which were 
iinuik at the anoiverlary dinner on die 20th» but they were pub- 
liflied togedier with the reibludons I have ftated, by an order of 
the Committee on the 23d of January. They were toafts given 
at the aimiverCury meeting of the Society on that very aoth of 
January, when thefe refolutions were come to& 

^ The Rights of Man, aqd may Britons never want fpirit to 

aflert thenv" 

^ The Britifh Convention lately held at Edinburgh, and fuc- 
^ cefs to the important objedl it had in view^" 

^ Citisen William Skirving, charged by the Icntenee of the 
^ Court of Juftidary with the honour of being the caufe of 
^ calling diat Convention." 

^ The London Correfponding Society, and other patriotic 
^ Societies of Great>rBritain and Ireland.-' Then there uc fe- 
Ycnd others of the different Deputies and Societies^ 

^ Succeis to the arms of Freedom againft whomfbever di- 
^ reded, and confufion to Defpots, with wbomfoever allied*" 

^ All that is good in every Conftitudon, aqd may we never 
^ be fuperftidous enough to revjcrence in any dut which is 
" goed/ar Mtbing,*' What it was diat was gfod fir notbingi* 
I think a part of the evidenq:, which wiU be pr<yfaiccd to you, 
will very clearly fltew^ 

^ Citizen Thomas Paine ; may his virtue rife fuperior to ca« 
^ lumny and fufpicion, and his name ftill be dear to Britons,'' 

There are others which I (ball not trouble you with. 

On the ^t4th of January, 1794, the Society for Conftitutional 
Information came to this relbludon: A modon was made 
^ thaCttberefi>lvedthatdiemofte:!^cdlentaddfe(8ofthe Ixiiidoa 
^ Correfponding Society be ii>lerted in the books of this So^ 
^ ciety 'f* and then- diere is this reiblution : ^ That the London 

Corre^xxidiiig Society have deferved well of their Countryt 
^ J^cftilved, that the Secretary be ordered to c^nfe i;^rty thou^ 
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« fiuid copies of Ac addrefs, the fpccdi, and thcfc rcTohidofis, 
" to be printed on one Ihcet, and properly diftributcd in Eng- 
« land, Scotland, and Ireland," « Refolved, that thefe retbhnions 
^ be publiflied in the ncwfi»pcrs." With rcfpea to Acfc rc- 
foiutions I underftand that a confiderable part is in the hand- 
writing of the prifoner at the bar, and which, I believe, wiH not 
be difputed. 

Gentlemen, thefe proceedings neceflarily led to thiC iwhidi 
followed. You fee that die proceedings of the 17th of Jauiuary, 
the 20A of January, and the 24th of January, were clearly in- 
tended to lead to the aflembling, at a time when it flKNiU be 
thought expedient, anodier Britifli Convention. On the aSdi 
of March the Society for Conftitutional Information NOdved a 
letter from the London Correfppnding Society, dated the 27th 
of March 1 it was a letter written by the Secretary of one So- 
ciety to the Secretary of the other. ** Citisen, I am diiefied, 
** by the London Corrcfponding Society, to tranfinit the fellow- 
^ ing refolutions to the Society for Conftitutional Infonniliani 
^ and to rcqueft the fentiments of that Society reljieAing die 
** important mcafures which the prefent junAure of aflSiin fecm 
** to require. The London Corrcfponding Society conceives 
^ that the moment is arrived when a full and explicit dedara« 
^ tfon fs ne^cflary from all the friends of fireedom ; whether the 
^ late illegal and unheard of profccutions and fentences (hail de* 
^ tcrmine us to abandon our caufe, or (hall excite us to purfue 
^ a radical Reform, with an ardour proportioned to die magni- 
" tudc of the objed, and with a zeal as diftinguiflicd on our 
parts as the treachery of others, in the fame glorious csufe, h 
notorious. The Society for Conftitutional Infermarion is 
^ therefore required 10 determine whcdier or no they will be 
*^ ready, when called u))on, to a£t in conjundion with this and 
" other Societies, to obtain a Air reprefentation of the people, 
^ Whedier they concur with us in (being the ncceiSty of « 
^ fpeedy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a con^ 
^ ftitutional and legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances 
P under which wa at prcfent labour, and which can only be eSSec^ 
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^ tually removed by a fuD and fiiir repiefentation of die people 
^ of Great-Britain. The London CorreTponding Society can* 

not but remind their friends that die prefent criib demands all 
^ the prudence, unanimity, and vigour that ever was or can be 
^ exerted by men and Britons; nor do they doubt but that 
^ manly firmnefs and confiftency will finally, and, they believe^ 
^ fliortly, terminate in the fiill accomplifliment of all dieir 
^ wiflies.'' Then follow the refoludons. 

^ ReTolved unanimoufly, Firft, that dear as juftice and li- 
^ berty are to Britons, yet the value of them is compars^tively 

fmali, without a dependence on their permanency, and there 
^ can be nofecurity for the oontinuance of any right but in equal 
w laws.'' 

^ Second, That equal laws can never be expeded but by a 
^ full and fair leprefentation of the people; to obtain which, in 
^ die way pointed out by the Conftitution, has been, and is, die 

fole objed of diis Society ; for this we are ready to hazard 
^ every thing, and never, but with our lives, will we rdin* 
^ quifh an ofajed which involves die happinefs, or even die po* 
^ litical exiftenceof ourfelvesand pofterity." 

Third, That it is the decided opinion of this Society, diat^ 
^ to fecure ourlclves from future illegal and fcandaknis profeou- 
^ tions, to prevent a repeudon of wicked and unjuft (entences, 
^ and to recal thofe wife and wholefi^me laws that have been 
^ wrefted from us, and of which fcarcely a veftige ranains, 
^< there ought to be immediately a Convention of the People 
^ by Delegates, deputed for that purpofe from the different So- 
^ ciedes of the Friends of Freedom, aflcmbled in tho various 
^ parts of the nadon i and wc pledge ourfelves to die public to 
*^ purfue every legal Biethod fpeedily to accomplUh fb defireable 

a purpofe." 

C^ntlcmen, you will obferve that this letter and diefe refo- 
iutions are amply laided with the words kgai ami c^nfHtu$i§nMl^ 
1'hc inferdoq of thefe words will not make thofe things legal 
and conftitutional which are not fo* If you fee that tho dire6k 
tc^d^y of all proceedings was to call a Convention of du} 

F f People^ 
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Pebph^ iriio wer^I will ufe die words of .dtf rdblutioii vAiA 
I have flated to you— ^ to focure ourielTes from future ISkgfX 
^ and fiandilous profecutioiil^ to prrve&t a repetitioa of vicioBd 
^ andunjuft icntencen and to recal tko(e wife and whokfiame 
^ laws that have been wrefted froin ui^ and of which fcarcdja 

veffige rmiains." Gaiicl€nien» was not. the avowed piupafe 
for which this Conventim of die People was to b» aflfmbh* 
to alter the whole frame and fyftem of dungi t Under the pie* 
teope of fecuring diemfelves fraoi future iUjegal prafeaifinBi^ 
under pretence of preventing a repedjdon pf wicked and unjiift 
fentences, and under pretence of recalling wile and whok&me 
laws, which, diey aflerted, had l^een mt&ed fnxn tbeBi|. and of 
which, they (aid, fcarcely a veftige remained. 

To the letter is added, ^ I have to inform you, that a General 
^. Mctedng of the Society will be bolden on Monday, die 14^1^ 
^ Of . April, the place to be announced by public advotiie- 
^ ment" This, which is a fort of poftfcript, is materialf be« 
canfe you itill find that meeting oa Monday, the I4di of Aprils 
which was a meeting of the Correfpoading Society, $L a pbce 
called Chalk Farm, not an unimportant part of the proceedings 
of the£s Societies. 

Upon thefe refolutioiis the Society for Guiftitudonal iD&r* 
mation refolved — That it. is fit and proper, and the duty of 

this Society, to fend an anfwer to the Londou Cocre^Kinding 

Society." 

^ Ordered, That the Seeretaiy acquaint the London Cor<> 
reQ>onding Society that we have received their cominunicaticui| 
^ and heartily concur with tbim in tbf ^bjg&s tiif have im 
^ vifW'f and that for the puqpofe of t niofe fyc^y and g^fi^ nl 
" co-operation, we invite them to.ienfl p this Society, next 
" Friday evening, a delegation of fome of their members.'* 

In confequcnce of this, a delegaUQ0 did take places am^ oq 
the 4di of April, at the meeting qf die Socic^ for Conflitu. 
tional Information, the prifoner at the biir appearix^ to be pro* 
lent, as he was alfo at^c^ meeting on the.aSth of Mmbw there 
was read a letter from die Committee of die Londjon CorreC- 
X - ' 5 , ponding 
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ponding Society, acquainting the Society for ConlUtutional In* 
fbrmatiooy that they had deputed peribns of the names of Aloorc^ 
Thdwall, Hodglbn, Lovet^ and Baxter, to hold a conference 
with die members of the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion. Accordingly theie five peribns attended, and it was re- 
Iblved, That a delegation of five members of the Confiitu- 
^ tiooal Society, fliould be' appointed to meet the members de* 
^ puted by the London Correfponding Society.'* The per- 
ibns appointed were of the names of Sharpe, Joyce, Wardle^ 
Holcroft, and Kydd; and die Society refolved, Thatdiefe 
^ perfons be a deputation to confer with the Deputies of the. 
^ London Correfponding Society." The Society then left the 
room, and conference began . between the Deputies of the two 
Sociedes. The Conftitudonal Society alfo came to a refolu*- 
don that there Ihould be appointed a Coomuttee of Corref- 
pondence of the members of the Society. This Committee of 
Correlpondence I ;uiverted to in an early part of my addrefs to 
you, as an inflance, of fome of the members of the Society 
for Conftitutional Information, aiming at the lame fort of nun 
nagement of their Society, by a finall Conunittee, as had takcii 
place in the other Sociedes. The perfons who compofed the 
Committee of Correfpondence were Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonncy, 
Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Pearfon, Mr. Tooke^ and Mr. Wardle. . 

The Delegates from the two Societies, who were to confer 
upon the fubje£): of the propofed Convention, having come to 
refuludons upon the fubjed, on the ijdi of April, 1794, Mr. 
Joyce made a report, die prifoner being prefcnt. The entry 
m the book is-np^ Mr. Joyce made the report of the mecung 
^ of the Delegates of the London Correfponding Society, for 
^ the purpofe of diis Society co-operadng with the London 
^ Correfponding Society, and that they had come to the fol- 
^ lowing rciqlutions: 

^ Firft, Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very 
^ deitrable that a Gtneral Meetings or Convention of the 
^ Friends of Liberty Ibould be called for the purpofe of taking 

w into 
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^ Into conriderat'ioQ the proper methods of obtauung a full and 
** fair rcprefcntarion of the peq)le." 

« Sccdiid, Rcfblvcd, Thzt it is fecommended to the Society 
« for Cbnftitutional Information, and Ac London Correfpotid* 
^ ing Society, to inftitute a regular and preffing correfpondcnce 
" with an thofe parts of the Country where fuch meafures may 
^ be likely to be promdted, not only to inftigate die Societies 

already formtrd, but to endeavour alfd to produce fiich other 
« aflbciations as may further the general objcft." 

^ Refotved, That it appears to this Committee that die ge- 
^ neral objed win be much promoted if a ftanding Commitlee 

of co-operation, between the two Societies, were eftabliflied 
^ for the purpofe of holding perfonal coihmunicaHon with llich 
^ members of fimilar Societies in other parts of the Country, as 
^ may occalionally be in London^ and who may be audmlfed 
• by the refpeftive Societies to aft with fiich Committees." 

Then they read a lettter from the Secretary of die LondOi^ 
Corrcljponding Society, dated' the roth of April, 1794, flatmg, 
that he was ordered by the Committee of Delegates of the 
London Corrcfponding Societj^, to inform the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, that they approved the refoludons 
of the Committee of Conference ; ^ therefore the London Cor- 
« reQxHiding Society have chofen five perfons (whom they 
^ name) to put in practice immediately the fecond and diird 
" rcfolutians of the Committee.** 

Then it was rcfol>Td, « That the report of the Committee of 

Delegates from the London Corrcfponding Society, and of 
«* this Society, be entered on the books of this Society." 

« Refolvcd, Tliat it appears to this Society very defirable 

that a General Meeting of the Friends of I/iberty fhouM be 
" called, for the purpofe of talcing into confidcratic^ the proper me- 
^ thods of obtaining a full and fair reprcfentation of the people.** 

** Refolved, That it appears to this Society* that the general 
** objcft will be miidi promoted if a ftanding Committee of co- 
^ operation were cftablilhed 5" repeating the- refolutions of die 
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Committee) with this variation that you obferve in the report of the 
Committee*^ i t is refol ve J, that it appears to the Committee, thot 

a General Meeting (or Convention) of the Friends of Liberty 
^ fhould be called, for the purpofcof taking into confideration the 
^ proper methods of obtaining a full and fair reprcfontation of the 
^ people.'* Upon this, I uinlerftand, there was a fort of debate 
about the ufe of the word Convention ; and it was fuppo(ed that the 
word Convention was a term which had in itfelf ibmething of- 
fenfive, and therefore the term Convention was omitted, and the 
word Meeting only remained. The difference between " Mect^ . 

ing" and " Convention" will be very difficult to difcover. 

ITien there was a refoiution, ** That the Committee of Cor- 
^ refpondence already appointed by this Society, be the Com- 
^ mittec for co-operation and conununication with the Commit* 

tees of odicr Societies,'* 

^ Ordered, That die Secretary be deflred to fend a letter to 
^ the London Correfponding Society, acquainting them with 
** the Members of this Society appointed to confer with them.'* 

Refolved, That Mr. Joyce be requefted to accept of the 
^ office of Secretary to the Committee of Correfpopdcnce* 
« Mr. Joyce being prcfent accepted of the faid office," 

On the 2d of M^y there was a fort of anniverfary dinner of 
the Society for Conftitutional Information, at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, when fome toofts were drank, which will be 
dated to you, and which appear to follow the £une fort of 
principles which had been repeatedly adopted by this Society ; 
and ({rong as they appear to be, they feem very little ftronger 
than thofc before adopted. ** The Rights of Man," ITic 
^ annies contending for liberty," and feveral others. When they 
ihall be read to you, ypu will (ec what they are, and what 
fed they ought to have. 

Gentlemen, there had taken placo, in the moan time, the 
meeting of the Z4th of April, of the Correfponding Sodety, at 
Chalk Farm. 'i*hc proceedings at that meeting have the lame 
tendency. You will, when they fliall be read to you, fee what 
effect you ought to give to them. There i^ one thing, how- 

cver» 



( 76 ? 

ever, which I will mention — (I am fotry to detun you ib loi^v 
and therefore I rather run over the latter part of the cafe, be- 
caufe, I think, I have, dated enough to enable you to fonn a ge^ 
neral comprchcnfLve view of the whole) — It is a letter from the 
London Correfponding Society to the Society of the Friends of 
the People, from which it is manifeft, that the Friends of the 
People held themfelves aloof from thefe Societies, and therefore 
the condudt of the Friends of the People diftin^y called ,upan 
thefe Societies to explain, and avow their principles, if dieir 
principles were net thofc which might be deemed dangerous to 
the Conftitution of the Country. 

Upon the 1 2th of May the Socretaries to the two Societies 
were apprehended ; and upon the i6th, I thinks the prifoner at 
the bar was alfo apprehended. There had been, in the mean 
time, a fort of circular letter, written by the Secretary of the 
London Correfponding Society, for the purpofe of inviting ^ 
iQfFcrent country Societies to fend Delegates to the propofed 
Convention ; and it appears that the Committee of Coroperation 
and Correfpondcnce was fitting, I diink, at a place in Beaufort 
Buildings, in the Strand, where Mr, Thelwall, who was one •f 
the Mcmbecs of the Correfponding Society, and an aiTociatod 
Member of the Conftitutional Society, gave Icdures. The 
Committee of Co-operation was fitting, for the purpofe of car-^ 
lying into eacccution the plan which had been formed \ and at 
that moment it was that the arreft of the feveral perfons, who 
\a\e been taken into cuftody, took place. 

Gentlemen, I would call to your rccollediim what muft have 
been the probable confcquences if the Convention^ propofod to 
|uve been alTcmbled by thefe perfons, had a£litally alTembled. 
The rcfolutions of the 17th of January, the aoth of January, 
and the 24th of January, appear to me clearly and decifively to 
prove that the obje<St which they had in view, in calling a 
ponycntion of the People, was to carry into execution, by means 
pf that Convention, the feveral objcds which they deCvl 
\fi (heic i^veral addrefTes; and when you recolle£t the terms of 
thpfe addr^fTcs, you muft alib recoUecl that they are eTcprefbd iq 
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fiich terms as might lead to any thing ; and that in no degree 
whatever do they diftiii£Uy lead to a fimple Reform in the Con- 
ftitudon of the Houfe of Commons. But if they had for their 
ohjed a fimple Reform In the Conftitution of die Hou(e of 
Commons, to be eiFe£ted by means of fuch a Convention, ad- 
ing by its own laws, and not by the laws of the conftituted 
Legiilature, dieir proceeding to aflemble fuch a Convention, 
would be equally the crime of High Treafon— becaufe the 
Convention muft neceflarily deprive the conftituted Legiflature 
of its powers before they could 9& in that capacity; and muft 
fubftitute themfdves (at leaft for the particular purpofe) in the 
place of that conftituted Legiflature. When thefe nien re« 
folved, therefore^ to cxpeEt redrefs only from their own laws, 
and not from the laws of their enemies, plunderers, and oppret 
tors, they declared that their object was to take the remedy into 
their own hands, and to 2£t upon that principle. 

Gentlemen, what can be faid in anfwer to this cafe if proved, 
and I have reafon to think, ftom experience, that the principal 
idi^ which 1 have ftated cannot be controverted by evidence, 

explained away by. argument. Becaufe I am fure if either 
could have been donc^ or if bodi could have been done, tiiat 
cither one or both would have bdbh dene on a former occafion. 
I, therefore, am firmly pevfuaded that die fiiSs of the cafe can- 
nut be controverted, and that tfaofe iadls, remaining uncontro- 
verted, cannot be explained away. 

Gendemen, It may be iaid that the Prifoner at the bar, what- 
ever might be the views of odicrs, or whatever might be the 
motive of others, was'hnnfelf of a different deicripdon. But 
it is impoffible that a man of his abilides, and of his charader, 
fliould reprcfent himfelf as a man deceived or deluded. He may 
alTert that his principles- were totally adverfe to thofe of perfons 
who might wifti for a new order of things, except fo fiu: as a 
Reform in the Commons Houfe of Parliament ( prefer ving every 
other part of the Conftitution) might be his objed ; and that he 
had DO conception of obtaining that objeA by any odier means, 

than 
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tfian the lawfully conftmited Legiflattire.* It will^ pcrhafpSf hi 
aflcra-d that he has upon various occafions exprcflfed KimMf as 
a man attached to the Conftitution of his Country ; attadied t9 
the hereditary Monarchy, and to the Houfe of Lords ^ tifait hr 
has always profefled to approve of both* 

Even fuppofing) Gentlemen, that, in &d, his opinions AH not 
go with thofL' pcribns who meant die deftrudion of the Gonftitu-» 
tiofi ; and tliat he had that attachment, which it may be ptetendcd 
he had — do we not know that pcribns who have had opinions ad- 
vcrfe to the meafures that they have purfucd^have flill porfued ihofe 
meafurcs. What was the cafe of llie Proteftant Lords^and odierY 
in the Rebellions in 171; and 174.5; and, indeed, of fame in 
the reign of King William, whofe objed was to rcftore the 
Pretender, which would in all probability, in die end— *dioi^ 
they perhaps flattered dicmfelves to the contrary, have re-eftar» 
blifhed Popery in this Country if it had been effsAed. Were 
they lefs guihy of IVeafon, bccauie their wifhes were, perhaps^ 
for the prelervatioa of the Conftltutioni and of die religion of 
the Country, whiift they endeavoured, from other metiveS| to 
put a different Prince upon the TTirone. 

However, \vc know men frequently profefs diat which they do 
not mean — a mm mo)' have Monarchy on his lips, when is heart 
is far from it. Lord Lovat, for inftance, was perpetually proteft- 
ing his loA-alt)', whilft he ^vas engaged for a courfe of years in deep 
<chcmc«5 to ON crturii that CTOvcrnment to which he profefled and 
avow(^d fuch loyalt}'. The language of the French Convention 
in I'qi, is noticed by Mr. Paine, by Mr. Barlow, and others 
of their ciJogifts, whofe works are admired by the Prifoner at 
the bar. Several of the Members of that Convention, fpoke 
•with the greateft reverence of Monarchy, until die time was 
come when tlicy thought they could overturn it. And we have 
memorable infbncc that the greateft of traitors may profeis at- 
tachment in the moment of the deepeft treafon. We know that 
the vilcft traitor profefli'd his loj'alty whilft he was contemplat- 
ing an act of the meancil treachery, and in the completion of 

that 
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that aa cried, ^ Hail Matter 1" and kified him^ Exit ilocs i% 
follow becaufe a man holds the language of loyalty, that he is 
therefore loyal. It certainly does not follow. 

If die Pri&ner was loyal to the Conftitution of his Country^ 
what did he mean by his reibiutions on the fubjeiSk of the vrorks 
of Paine, of Barlow, and fevcral other refolutions which have 
been detailed to ^ you, and which bear, at leaft, to the view of 
ordinary men, a diredly different tendency. What did he mean 
by the Addreis to the Jaoobins, when he fpoke of them as fel- 
low-labourers with him in the fame caufc i What did he mean 
by the Addrcifes to the National Convention, by the introduc- 
tions to thofe Addrefles ? What did he mean when he fpol^e of 
the vipers Ariftocracy and Monarchy, panting and writhing 
under the grafp of infant freedom ? Did he mean to fay that he 
was lo}'al and attached to Monarchy and Ariflocracy when he 
denominated them vipers, and when he defcribed them as in the 
% ery moment of extin^ion i 

Did he mean to expre(i» his Ioyalt>' by the admiflion of SainT 
Andre, Barrere, and Roland into his Society, by holding out 
their fpcechcs upon the fubjed of a National Convention, and 
the trial of the King, to the view of the people of this Country ? 
W^hy were there Secret Committees, and why a Convention of 
the people, if his purpoles were perfectly loyal, if he meant only 
that which he pretends he meant, if he meant nothing but an 
^Application to the Legiilature of the Country, for that Reform 
which he conceived to be proper I If, therefore, witnefTcs fhould 
be called in any number, to any fuch declarations of loyalty, 
can they make any change in your fentiments ? Can they take 
the words out of the feveral AddrcfTes ? Can they take out the 
words " the vipers Ariflocracy, and Monarchy," and a thou- 
l:ind cxprcflions of die fame fore ? Can they blot out the pro- 
ceedings of the Britifh Convention which he has approved ? Can 
they dcftroy the refolutions of the X7th, of the 2oth, and the 
24th of January ? If not, what purpofe can they ferve ? At the 
utmoft the production of fuch evidence can be only an attempt 
r J oppofc negative evidence, in itfcjf utterly improbable, to pofi- 

tive 
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tfve Ccfttmony of £t£b» mMA^ under tbe ctroimfisuicts t 
chink you will be perfuaded> cannot be accounted for ui anf 
nianiKT conftllcnt with fuch evidence* 

I (hall fit ilown, dierefore^ Gentlemen, in the full pcrfbafio^ 
that ihe evidence liriiich will be produced to you cannot be coo* 
trovcrtixk aiid that its cffecb cannot be controverted^ that k 
wilt tiilly pro\'C the charge of High Treafixi contoined ia die 
ukliobncm ; and that you, mindful of your oadis, mindfiil cf 
the important charge yc u have^ dot to your verdi& is com- 
mitted the Utcguard of the Conftitution of this Coonuy* as bi 
as the odnitniilration ot its laws can be its fideguard. M^ilfitX 
at the Ikue time that the Prifoner at die bar is one of the Mem- 
bers of that Society, and is likewiie individually as much with- 
in your pcoceclioii, as die ct>IIedive body of that Society i% 
and that, theretbrc^ \ou are as much bound to da juttce to 
him, ;is )'oii arc bound to do juftice to that Society. Yctoiiod- 
6il Of J:ir\* chat you ^ to that Society, you are t» give 
a luil and true, .uid an hoocd verdid. You are aoft to be 
dclud^iti by pr\:^i]cvs ;;;rc to codean'our to diibcivcr idnt 
the c:uthof the catc is •^iLini:^ dlicovered It, (Ogive your 
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The Reader wilt obferve^ that fuch of the papers read in evidence 
upon this trials as were read on the trial of Thomas Hardy ^ 
are not reprinted in thisy but references made to the pages in 
Hardy* s Trial where they are to be found* 

EVIDENCE FOR THE CROWN. 

Mr* Thomas Alaclean^ (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^ You are one of the King's mcffcngers ? 
jf. Yes. 

J^. Did you ever go to the houfe of a perfon of the name of 
Daniel Adams i 

A Yes ; I went by virtue of a warrant from the Secretary of 
State, on the 1 2th of May, in the morning, a little before eight 
o*clocic, to the houfe of Mr. Daniel Adams ^ and I took him into 
cuftody, together with his books and papers. 

j^. Look at that book^^Is diat one of the books you feized 
there ? 

A Yes, it is. 

[The book was put into Court,] 

Mr. mUiam TVoodfall, (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Law. 
^ Is this the hand writing of Mr. Tooke ? ((hewing a book 
to the witnefs.) 

jf. I believe this part (pointing it out) is; but I cannot 
fwear it. 

You are not a(ked to do that. 

A. I never faw this entry — I mean merely to fay, for my own 
fake, and that of the Jury, that I only fwear, that, as far as re- 
fcmblance of hands ftrikes me, this is Mr. Tooke's writing — 
I have feen him write, but not fo often as his writing has paffed 
through my bands. 

^ But, however, from writing diat you have feen, you are 
able to form a judgment i 

Vol. I. G /.I cannot 
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A* I cannot (ay 1 am able to fomi a dadfive Jiu^ment ; but I 
believe^ from the rcicmblance of hands^ it is his haad-writiji^.. 

Gfors-cxamined by Mr. Tnie^ 
Are you fure you have Cxa mc write f 

A, Yes. 

4J. How long ago? 

A. Some }'ears ago; I bdreve> full fevoiteen; tlie period is z 
memorable one ; I altudc to the circumftance of an advertilcnient 
for a fubicription for (he widows^ orphans^^ and aged parents o 
the Americans who loft their lives at the battle of LexingtM. 

J^. That was in 1775, nineteen years ago? 

A. You arc pcrfedly right ; it was nineteen 3Pears agow 

J^. I know the time ; for I was profecutcd for it.~I know 
you have a good memory of what you hear — you have a gpod 
memory too of what you fee, 

A, l^hc rcafon why I indanccd this caie waSy^becaufe it was 
a memorable oiie^ and is upon rccord.^ — You delivered to me^ in 
my brother's counting-houil*> a copy of the advertilemenc> upon 
which I think you wrote the words ^ For the London Packet 
•* and Morning Chronicle," — When the trial came on, two 
years afterwards, at Guildhall, an indifferent witncfs, whofe 
name I cannot prcciTcly recollect, proved the hand-writing in 
the fame way as I have, If it can be called proof^-My brother 
was called before me, and he ftated the £i£ts \ and one was, that 
you delivered to him one of thoic copies, to be lent roimd to 
the other papers ; they were delivered to- him and mc; and you. 
In the courfe of your examination, admitted you gave it him for 
fiich and fuch a purpofe. 7'he record I fpeak of is die printed 
copy of the Trial, from Mr. Gurncy's notes, who is, I believe, 
the moft accurate Note-taker of his time — I don't know tbat I 
have ever fccn you write but once > but fome of your writing 
kas pailcd through my hands fo lately as the year I79i» 

^ Do you fwear that is my hand-writing, or only that 
you underftand it to be (b ? I 
A. That I think fo. ' Then the very paper that I delivered^ i 
w)iich was produced by the SolLiitor for the Crown, in Court, was' ' 
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fworn to by a third perfon, and in the courfe of the examina- 
tion you recognised Ac £i6t 

^ Then I underftand you to fpeak of that which was writ- 
ten nineteen years ago? 

jf. Yes i and partly refrefhed by fublequent writing of your 
own. 

^ What you did not fee me write, but fuppofed to be my 
writing-^The laft time you iaw me write was nineteen years 
ago? 

J. Yes. 

^ Do you mean to fwear that is my hand-writing i 
jf. I mean to fwear to the heft of my recolledion and belief, 
firom the refemblance of hands, that it is your hand-wridng. 
Air. Law. Be ib good as look at this entry in the book* 
A I believe the body of it to be Mn Tooke's hand-writing ; 
the fignature, William Tooke Harwood, Chairman," appears 
not to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. The particular reafon 
that makes me doubt it is, the r's in the body of the paper and 
the r in the word Chairman are different 

Mr. Tooki. But all the reft you take to be my hand-writing ? 
A. The body only. 

Mr. Tooii. I only afk the queftion ; the hand-writing may 
be fairly admitted. I diink I could give to the profecutor a 
great deal more than he has charged me with. I will not delay 
the Court with any more queftions. 

Mr. Law. It may be read. — ^It purports that Mr. Tooke 
was a Member of the Conftitudonal Society. 

Mr. Tooki. Oh, I admit it — I admit all that that paper con- 
tains. 

Mr. Garrow. Thefc are the minutes of a Meeting of the 
Conftitudonal Society on the 28th of March, 1794. 

Mr. Tooke. If the Gendemen will be fo good as fhew ine 
any thing which I wrote, I will fave them the dme and trouble 
of calling witncfies to It—- 1 will admit it; if there il|oal4 be 
a doubt, then they may call witnefles to it 
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Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. In a cafe of this nature, fo extremely 
penal to the prifoncr, I do not think that the prifoncr fbcmld 
be called upon by the Counfel for the profccution to Iftok at a 
paper and to fay whether he thinks it is his hand, or whether he 
choofes to acknowledge it or not. 

Mr. Tooke. I offer it freely and willingly* 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre, I fee you do, but I fliould not feel 
very comfortable if it happened that you had admitted, widiout 
proof, fome paper of which more ufc was made afterwards than 
you at the time were aware of, or thought there could be, 

Mr. Tooke. I protcft, before God, I have never done an 
a£Kon, never written a fentence, never uttered a fylhble in 
public or private, I have never entertained a thought of any 
important political nature which, taken fairly, widi all die cir- 
cumftances of time, place, and occafion, I have the finalleft 
hefitation now to admit; I choofe my life and charaftcr fiiould 
go together. I wifh to admit all I have ever iaid, done, or 
written, to fave time. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. I fliould prefer that the evidence 
ihould take its courfe in the ordinary way, becauie I do not 
think that any prifoner is quite competent to take upon himfelf to 
admit evidence which may be produced againft him, the tdiole 
cfFed of which he may not happen to difcover. 

Mr. Tooke. If it was a matter of Libel I would not do lb, but I 
will in a matter of High Treafon, where fubtle arguments can- 
not take place, as I imagine; and if they can, I defire to be the 
iirft man that dies upon that doctrine : if any man is to die upon 
^ do£h-ine of that kind, I am old enough to wifli to be the firft 
man, becaufe I am fure I fhall be the laft. I anxloufly wifh to 
(horten the proceedings upon this trial, by admitting cfCTf 
thing I have faid, written, or done; I am not at all afraid 
of the conftru£lion, I am not at all afraid of the confe- 
quence. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. I do not wifh to depart ftwn At 
ordirAary rule that has prevailed in criminal cafes. 
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Mr, Garrow. We wifli to have the entry of die 28th of 
March, 1794, read. 

( It WHS read,) 
[Vide Hardy's Trlal^ voL 2. page 105.] 

Mr. Tcoke. Is the infertion of my name in that book evidence 
of my being prefent at the time ? 

Lord Chief Jujfice Eyre. It is certainly evidence to go to the 
Jury of your being prefent. 

Mr. Tooke. My name being found in any book ! that will be 
the moft extraordinary evidence I have ever heard of; the bulk 
of the trafh that is to be found in that book I never faw or 
heard of before ; but that every time that my name is to be 
found in (he book, diat that is to be evidence that I was pre- 
fent is a moft extraordinary propofition > if I wrote my name in 
the book, that would be evidence that I was there when I 
wrote it, but my name being written in a book does not prove 
my being there when it was wrote : if the Secretary were here 
he would prove that names of pcrfons were entered in tfiat book 
who were there only at the beginning, or perhaps not at all ; 
or if they were there, heard fomething or nothing that paiTed. 
I could prove by evidence that repeatedly when my name is fet 
down I was not there. A Society is nobody: the firft fix 
letters in the alphabet meet to-night, and they vote black—-* 
another fix meet to-morrow night, and vote white; which 
fix are the Society f And they may put down any names 
they pleafe. If this evidence were to be admitted in a charge of 
High Treafon, and it (hould therefore follow that I partake of 
whatever is over or under my name, it would be the moft ex- 
traordinary evidence that ever was admitted in a Court of 
Juftice. 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre, You are perfeflly right, if the 
fl^te of the evidence depended entirely upon your name being 
found in a book in pofleiiion of a Daniel Adams; undoubt- 
edly, in order to prove your being prefent at thcfe Meetings, 
they muft go a great deal further — they muft fliew that thefe 
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are the books of the fociety, diey muft give probable evidence 
that thcfe were books which you had accefs to, which you aAed 
upon, and that you gave credit tq the entries that were in it 
by fome conduit of your's. This is only one ftep towards the 
evidence, to fix you with being a perfon prefent at this Meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Toake. I think it will iirft niake a fubjed for a ferious 
argument as to my being prefent. 

Lord Chief JuJItce Eyre, That is for the Jury. 

Mr, Tooke, I fubmit that what is or not admiiSble evidence 
is undoubtedly matter of law for the Court. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Undoubtedly, what fliould ad- 
mitted as evidence, 

Mr. Tooke, I take it that this evidence goes to other perfbos ; 
it may be true, or it may be falfe ; but how is it poffible for me 
to anfwer it, the Icfs I know of it the lefs it is podiUe fiir 
aie to meet it ; I do not know what other perfons may pofihiy 
do. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Nor will you be required to give 
an anfwer to that which belongs to other mcn« 

Mr. Tooke. The profecutor can never prove that I had aooeft 
to die books, I would rather employ myftlf in playing with my 
fingers. I hope I have employed my time better, than in icadii^ 
the fame things over and over again, which for die laft diirty 
years of my life have been written over and over again-*^t Atitt 
thofe that begin, but it is thirty years ago^ your Lordfliip re« 
colle6b, when thefe fort of things were going forward<.^whai 
your LonUhip was Recorder — and when we heard, and icid| 
and faw all thefe things, and for me to come and read my al« 
phabet over again ! Thefc are common place things I never 
read the book, I will anfwer for it, the Secretary never read 
it ; and, be the thing it contains good or bad, I afliiire your 
Lordihtp not a fingle member of the Society knows. Where 
we have been particularly concerned, each man knows what he 
did himfelf ; and in the report of the Secret Committees there 
arc exadly eighteen lines which I wrote j I underlland by the 
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f^atement to-day, that thcfe eighteen lines arc offcnfive — it 
is about the words faithful** and « honourable" being with- 
drawn ; and I defy any man upon earth to prove diat a tittle 
befides cheTe eighteen lines contained in the report of the Secret 
Committee was written by me. The bulk of the things, it 
will be proved by their own evidence, I diiliked and objeded to^ 
not becaufc I thought they were criminal or treafonable; for I 
ihould be afhamed to be defending myfclf from hSts which I 
x:onceivc to be innocent: firft, I meet the fiid; if the fa£l Is 
proved upon me, then I will ihew it not to be treafonablc : but 
I (hall be compelled to rcfufe to admit the papers, becaufe I had 
no fhare in them. In fome of them there is a great deal of 
merit, but not having been concerned in them I really have not 
a (hare in that merit, which I think belongs to other men ; and 
when I defend myfelf from thefe diings, I beg I may not preju- 
dice other men, for I do not con(ider them as crimes, but I 
was not prefent ; and before your Lord(hip admits this as evi- 
dence, I intreat your Lord(hip will hear my Counfel argue it as 
to matter of law. I hope I am forgiven for faying fo much 
about it; 

LorJ Chief Jujlice Eyre. A perfon in your fituation is heard 
with attention, whether it makes direftly to the pwnt or no; 
you have fpoken properly to d\e point at prefent; I can only 
recommend to you not to break in upon parts of the evi- 
dence, bu( to wait patiently till the whole evidence to that head 
is concluded, and then if it is not fiiirly brought home to you, I' 
(hall tell the Jury diat it has no £iir application. 

Mr^ Tooke^ I think I am bound by law to meet every diing 
if it is not lairly evidence. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Ejre. It is difficult to (ay what is or not 
evidence in itfelf, becaufe it all depends upon the chain and con- 
nexion it has — if diere are two or three links in the chain, 
they muft go to one (irft and then to another, and fee 
whether they amount to evidence; if you fu(pe6l that what 
they have to olFer is not evidence, and not of that nature, you 
may call upon them to (bte in what way diey mean to 
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bring this home to you^that would be proper enough. At 
prefent they feem to me to be going on in the rcgidar courle. 

Mr, T—ki. I beg your pardon, my Lord^ but is not a diain 
conapofed of links ? and may I not disjoin each link, and do 
not I thereby deftroy the chain ? 

Ltird Cbuf Jujiice Eyre. I radicr think not, till the links arc 
put together and form the chain. 

Mr, To9ke, I rather think I may, becaufe it is my hufinefs to 
prevent the forming of that chain. 

Mr. Erjkine. The reafon why I find myfelf difpofed to give 
your Lordihip fo very little trouble in the courfe of the evidenoe,is 
not only becaufe I recolleiSt that all that your Lordfhip is hearing 
read is very much the fame that your Lordfiiip and we have 
heard read, and have feen done, fevcral years ago \ but that my 
memory, which is not fo extenfivc, and cannot at my time of 
life be fo great, exieads at leaft to recollecting that laft week, or 
the week before laft, when all the matter which has been pitK 
pofcd in the opening of the Solicitor General to be read^ was 
read — was fubmitted to the confideration of this very Court, 
and to the confideration of a Jury, in a cafe where the prilbner 
at the bar was the compofer of moft of the writings in quef- 
tion (to which iny prefent client ftatcs himfcif to be a ft ranger), 
and who, in the fequel of the caufe, when your Lordfiiip came 
to difcharge the duty caft upon you by the law ftated (and with 
the ailcnt of us, who were Mr. Hardy's Counfcl)^ that we had 
never contradicted that he muft be taken, as being the author of 
them, to be Implicated in every part of them, and refponfible 
for his conduct. Your Lordihip plcafed to declare from the 
bench, that the contrary of that propoficion had been ^intly 
afTerted at the bar, as indeed it had fcarcely been aflerted ; and, 
notwithftanding the office I hold here — and I am perfuaded I 
(hall have thejuftice done me to be believed when I (ay, diat 
no man feels more acutely than I do my fituation, ftaiuling as 
Counfcl for a prifoner for Trcafon — yet, I fay, I have fcit no 
emotion at all in hearing thefc papers read, the quality of which 
I conceive has already had a fatisfa^ory judgment of a Jury. 

Be 
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Be that as it may, (Ince my client wlflies I (houkl fay a few 
words to your Lordihip upon this fubjc(5l, I will do it, not at aU 
anxious upon his account, whether I fhall prevail or not ; but 
if it (hould turn out that I ihoulJ be well founded in the little 
I (hall have to fay, in point of law, I (hall be glad to fay it, on 
account of the mifchief that nuy othcrwife follow to others> 
though none can to the Gentleman behind me. 

I underftand, from the opening of the Solicitor General, that he 
means to fay — means to fay ! — ^he has faid it — that all tliefe writings, 

taken together ; all thefe writings for to day, your Lordihip 

will recolledl, we have heard nothing of arms, nothing of force, no 

one aft of hoftility in contemplation proved, nor fuggcftcd 

but the Solicitor General has been pleafcd to fay (from what au- 
thority will by and by be enquired into, if 1 have ftrength to 
make the inquiry), that all thefe adls, taken together; all thefe 
correfpondencies — correfpondcncies of whom ? Correfpondencies 
held between people, whom it cannot appear that Mr. Tookc 
ever faw ; and your Lordihip will pleafe to recollect that I am 

now ftanding ^principiis obfta, is a good motto— I am 

ftanding now upon the production of the firft page of written 
evidence ; your Lordihip, indeed, has been in Court when the 
Solicitor General opened his cafe ; but I alk the Court, unlcfs his 
cafe had been made up of materials, of which, I hope, no Crown 
brief will ever be again made up, namely, of accufatory matter 
from the two Houfes of Parliament, which is to be read, printed 
upon the trial of a prifoner, your Lordihip could not give cre- 
dence to any part of it at al], nor confider it as any thing more 
than the mere inilruftions which a Counfel at the bar has from 
any client to ftate that client's cafe. 

Then the overt aft, upon this record, is for confulting to call 
a Convention, and that Convention is fuppofed to be a Conven- 
tion to fubvert the fundamental Government of this Country, 
and to be therefore an aft fuffic*:ently evidencing an intention to 
depofe and put the King to death ; and the iiril ilep, or, to ufe 
my client's cxpreffions, the firft link of this chain is, that in the 
poiTcifion of a Daniel Adams, who is not yet called as a witnefs, 

in 
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in his cuftody, upon his apprehenfion, was fbunJ this hoA, It 
is not in evidence yet that any foch Society, as the Conftitucional 
Society, cxifted at all ; neither is it in evidence diat this Danid 
Adams, in whofc cuftody this book was found, was die Secret 
tary of that Society; and that cannot be proved but by caDii^ 
the man himfelf, or proving, from the mouth of feme other per* 
fun, that he ftood in that fituatbn. Your Lordihip then has a 
book, which, non cwfiat^ Mr. Tooke ever law, whid), mm rM- 
fiat^ ever was in the place where this Society, called die Confti- 
tutional Society, was fuppofcd to have exifted ; but you have a 
book, with a white parchment cover, which a Meflenger of the 
King feized in the poiTc/fion of a man, between nrfiom and tho 
prifoncr at the bar no privity whatever is proved ; for it ddet 
not appear that the prifoner was acquainted with AdamSi bad an^ 
convcrfation v/ith him, or had even ever fcen him. 

I have always undcrftood it to be a clear rule of evidence^ 
that the beft evidence, which the nature of the cafe will adorit 
of, muft be produced, and that you fhall not have recourfe to 
fecondary evidence ; and tor this reafon, that the produdion of 
the fecondary evidence affords a prcfumption, that if the fupt* 
rior and primary evidence were produced, it would make againft 
party producing that which is fecondary ; that is Hie reafixi 
given by Lord Chief Baron Gilbert, and it is what every man's 
own fcMife fu^gefts. But it is fiiirf — and I feel the force of what 
your Lordihij) fay?, as far as it extends — perhaps diis may not 
ultiiTiatL'ly come home to the prifoner, and, if it does not^ it 
pafTes harmlcfsly over his head \ he cannot be affected by any 
evidence read here, if it fhall turn out in the fcquel that the * 
Crown does not fiiccced to faftcn the evidence upon him. 

Now this is taken to be a component part with other writingt 
of that which will coiiftitutc — what, a libel ? No, my Lordi 
but which will conftitute an overt aft of High Treafon, for com-* 
paffing the King's death. Will your LordHiip, therefore, in a cafeof 
High Treafon, have refort to a fpecics of proof which you know 
you could not have recourfe to in a lower fpecies of offence ; 
for, let mc fuppofc, that the crime charged upon Mr. Tookc was 
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the having publilhed this as a libe^ as having been confenting to 
the writing of it^ or confenting to the publication of it^ or 
having been implicated, in any one refped, in giving it an ex* 
iftence, or in giving it currency, might it not equally have been 
faid, read the paper firft ; when die libel is read, if it does not 
afterwards come home to the prifoner, he will not be anfwerablc 
for its contents; and he cannot fuiFer, certainly, becaufe k. 
happens to have been read to the Jury upon the mere cvidencfl 
that fuch a paper exifted. 

Now, for inftance, fuppofe this, as I am now putting it, in-* 
ftead of being an overt a£l of High Treafon, was, that the peo-* 
pie, whole names have been read here, had publifhed this as a 
libel* and that they were indi£ied for a confpiracy to publifli thit 
libel, would it be faid that this (hould be read as evidence againft 
the prifoner, before his connection with it is proved to have had 
an exiflence ? I take the rcafon of that to be this — and I take 
the reafon of it to be founded in great wifdom — in that which, 
in my opinion, forms the glory of the Englifli law in all its part«, 
in an acquaintance with the human charader, in the recognition 
of all that belongs to the principles of the human mind, in the 
recolledion of our wife anceftors that men are not angels, that 
they carry about them, and your Lordfhips even carry about 
you, all the infirmities of humanity and diat it therefore fholl 
not be permitted to make a ftrong impreffion upon the minds of 

men, by reading matters at which though I will not £iy that 

this matter is fo, I am arguing upon general principles at 

which the mind of man revolts ; and fo, in the courfe of a long 
trial, the Jury afterwards cannot difchargc from their recollec- 
tion what they have heard , they do not remember with preci-' 
fion whether diat, which ^'as read, was brought home to the 
prifoner ; and then they mix up, in their imagination and recoU 
le£Uon, matters which they may difapprove, with difapproba- 
don of the perfon who is on trial before them. I take that, with 
humility, to be the principle; then, if this is fo, how can it 
pofEbly ceafe to be the iame principle, when you confidcr the 
nature of die crime ? 

2 My 
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My Lord, I do not aiFed to know, with great precUion, aU 
diat has pafled upon one of the moft folenin trials, moft undoubt- 
edly, that has happened for many, many years in this kingdom ; 
and which moft undoubtedly, as 1 (aid upon a former occafion^ 
1 moft fincerely hope, for the honour of the Country, will be 
the laft of that defcription~I fpeak of the trial, by impeach- 
ment, of Warren Haflings. If I do not miftake very much, 
and I think I do not, this very quefiion was brought ibr the oon- 
fideration of the Judges upon that trial ; whether a paper, which 
paper fought to implicate in criminality the prifoner at that bar, 
flipuld be read againft him, even if it could be found in his 
cuftody, unlcfs it could be ftiewn, by evidence, that he was ac- 
quainted with its contents, and had ratified and recognized, and 
given it cfte£V. I am fpealcing in the hearing of an honourable 
and learned Gentleman, one of the Counfel for the Crown^ 
who^ very probably, may have an opportunity of correfluig me 
in ftating what I underftand. But my learned friend and I have 
recently confidcred this matter, and we certainly are not able to 
diftinguifli, bccaufe it was argued with the grcateft ingenuity 
^ere, juft as it is argued here, that if it does not come ulti- 
mately home to the perfon who is to be accufedby it, he is not to 
be aiFeded by it ; but it was anfwered by the Judges, as I hope it 
will be by your Lordftiips to-day, that it muft, iirft of all, be 
brought home to the perfon who is to be zSc&cd by it, beibre 
it is fuSered to be read; for, after it is read, the effedt is had, 
and thdt is the danger I complain of. Having done fo, I do 
beg that your Lordfliips, and the Gentlemen of the Jury, may 
recolleft — I beg pardon for faying the Gentlemen of the Jury^ 
1 addrcfs myfclf to the Court — ^and I wifti, my Lord, that it may 
be reconciled that I fliewt'd no difpofition to ; on the contrary, 
that I rather hung back, from the argument, becaufe I conceiTed 
then, as I conceive now, that the matter, which is contained in 
this baok, when it is explained, all which the Solicitor General 
h::^ himfeif ftated, will, moft undoubtedly, not produce any eflcft 
which I >i;.\c any occafion to (brink from, ftanding in this pboe, 
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cither as I rcprcfent the prifoncr at the bar, or any other perfuns 
liable to be tried for the feme fpecies of offence. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. We are entangled in a little puzzle 
about this fpccics of evidence. If the queftion is. Whether it 
is now to be read ? I think the objeflion is good. If the quef- 
tion is, Whether it is evidence admiffible, not yet to be read, but 
to be read, or not, as other evidence fliall bring the matter of 
it fufficiently home to the prifoner ? Then the objeflion is ill 
founded ; but I think you are certainly right in frying, that it 
is not evidence merely from the finding of it upon Adams ; it 
is not ripe to be read ; and it was not read, I reco1Ic3 now, 
in die former cafe, until Adams himfelf had been called, and 
had proved that this was die book ; and that, in this book, 
were regularly and truly entered, all the proceedings of this 
Society. 

If it had gone to the length of the proof, that Mr. Home 
Tooke was a member, and that this was a book in which the 
proceedings of the Society were regularly entered, then it would 
be evidence to go to the Jury, fubjed to all tiiofe obfcrvations 
that might be made upon it, the entries being carelefsly made or 
entered, in the abfenccof a particular member. 

Mr, Bower. The parts wrote by Mr. Tooke himfelf muft be 
evidence. 

Lord Chief yuftice Eyre. Certainly, but I do not apprehend 
that goes to this entry. 

Mr, Garrow. Mr. Home Tooke iaid he was a member of the 
Conftitutional Society. 

Mr, Tooke. Mr. Garrow muft not Aide in upon us any thing 
that has not yet been decided. I pafs it by at prefent. I ac- 
quiefce in what your Lordfhip has decided. If the Counfol for 
the Crown ihould at any time, while we ve talking upon ano- 
ther queftion, Aide in fomething that fliould be taken as granted, 
I beg I may not fo be underftood to have admitted. 

Lord Chief Jujtice Eyre. You do right to make your objec- 
tion ac die time. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tooke. I admit I paid a guinea a year for the laft ten 
years, to go into a room that other peribns had a title, upon the 
iame circumftances, to go into^ but I was iiot a member of a 
Corporation ; I was not accountable for any thing that pafled ; I 
could not be accountable, by my pocket,, for a farthing, and 
therefore it would be ftrangc if I fhould be anfwerable widi my 
life. 

Mr. Garrow. I humbly intreat pcrmiffion of die Court to 
make one or two obfervations, from the very uncommon lltuatica 
into which the prifoncr at the bar has put me. I hope that, opea 
any occafion, when called upon to difcharge a profef&onal duty, 
fiiil more upon (b important an occafion as this, I ihould not 
difgrace myfelf by any want of candour, decorum, or propriety. 
My Lord, I may tranfgreis, but, whenever I do, I hope that die 
members of my profcflion will do me the juftice to believe, fipom 
what they have feen of my condutSi, that it muft be firom dnt 
error to which we all are liable, but not from intentioD. I 
cannot, upon fuch a trial as this, which is every day, in fbine 
lhapc, correft or otherwife, publiihed in the newfpapers} and 
f I have great reaion perfonally to complain, manifeftly and pur- 

pofely, not corre<St with refpe<^ to myfelf, in die courfe of the 
laft triaL 1 cannot permit ^1 the newfpapers of to-morroiv to 
fiate, that Mr. Tooke had found It neceflary to complain^ upon 
the firft production of papers, that Mr. Garrow had thought fit 
to endeavour to flip fomething in. Let it be diftin^y under- 
ftood what is done; let my conduA be diftin£Uy viewed, and 
dien, thofe who fcek to point me out by mifreprefentadcHis by 
name, by advcrtifements paid for, cannot rcprefent it un&vour- 
ably to mc, whatever their objed may be. All this will not 
deter me from doing my duty, under the Conftitution vi^i^i I 
am happy to be the fubje<^ of \ for I think, to ufe the kingq^ge . 
of a very learned Judge, that a man cannot die too fix>n, when 
he dies doing his duty. Let it then be underftood what it is I 
have been doing. This book was produced; nobody couU 
doubt, that, to read the hand^writing of the Gentleman at thp 
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Var, it ms competent evidence. We have Mr. Adams to go 
through thofe other ftages which we have known by experience 
it was neceflary to go through, in order to make that whole 
book evidence. In the courfe of this, Mr. Tookc propofcd to 
make fome admiifions, and, upon its being ftated, that this was 
to prove hiin a member of the Conftitutional Society, he Ciid, 
or I mifunderftood him, that he was a member of this Confti- 
tutional Society. I am not repeating that, in order to flip in 
ibmething in the hearing of the Jury ; I am above that practice^ 
in the loweft caufc that could ever be trufted to mc, I do not 
dcfire to get a verdidt for any body, or by any means, by means 
which di^race alt that attempt them by fuch means. I know we 
arc upon a public theatre, that we have the eyes of a great pub* 
lie upon us ; and that we muft condud ourfelves with propriety 
—we muji do fo, there is no merit in doing it. 

What is it I have been doing ? Not in a whifper, not afide to 

the Jury, to make an imprei&on upon them; 1 iaid, that 

it did happen, as it appeared to me that Mr* Tooke had himfelf 
faid he was a member of that Conftitutionai Society* 

I do intreat Mr. Tooke to believe, that I can have no per- 
fonal wi flies ; he and I have met, upon former occafions ; I have 
thought that nothing had ever pafled between us, and that he had 
never feenany thing in my character that could induce him tobclieve 
I had any ; but I muft diicharge my duty : I hope from his caa* 
dour, as well as my friends, that they will not take the(b op* 
portunities to throw out thefe ibrt of infinuations, which cannot 
have the cSeA to deter me from doing my duty. I beg pardon 
of the Court for having treipafied on their indulgence, but, when 
fuch an obfervation as that was made by a Gentleman who docs 
not make any obiervadon lightly, I did think fome vindication of 
myfelf was neceflary. 

Mr, Tooke. I beg to make an apology to Mr. Garrow. — I did 
not mean to impute any thing to him : I only thought it neceflary 
for me, in a fituation where I am fo materially engaged, to pre- 
vent any mifapprehenfion. I did not mean any fort of reproach 
to bim, nor that any reproach fliould £U1 upon him, nor anv 

re* 
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reproach in the newfpapers, which I have not had any conccrri 
i¥ith for twenty years. As to calumnies in newfpapers, I have 
a volume of newfpapers here full of calumnies. I have read 
in a book, formerly, curfcd is he who revilcth the deaf,— 
My Lord, I have been deaf) blindj lame, and dumb, for many 
months paft, and there has not pafled a fingle day, while I was 
bound hand and foot in clofc and fevere cuftody, that papers, 
paid by the Mtniftry, have not charged me with guilt, and with 
fa6ls abfolutely ialfe; and, the Attorney-General^ who is b 
careful a cenfor moruniy will, I am furc, do me juftice hereafter j 
whether I efcape with my life, or not, he will take care that the 
juftice of this Country (hall not be run down in the manner I 
can (hew your Lordfhip. There is abufe even printed on 
earthen ware as well as fermons, books, fongs, and newfpapers^ 
full, at which I mightbe angry as well as that Gentleman — lam furc 
I meant him no wrong ; he never did me any; nor did I mean 
him any difgrace ; and if it will do any good to his chara£ler> let 
it be faid in the papers to-morrow, that I humbly beg his 
pardon. 

Mr, G arrow. Mr.Tooke has carried hisapology much further 
Aan I wiflied. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, I have permitted this explanation 
to go to its full length. I hope, on all fides, that there may be 
no occafion for any difcuffion of this fort again ; it is very un- 
pleafant. If every body were to ftate their complaints of die 
calumny of newfpapers, we might put an end to this trial, and 
liften to nothing elfe. 

Mr, Attorney General^ to Mr, JVilliam WoodfalL Do you 
know the hand-writing in this book? {Jhewing it to the mU 
nefsY 

Mr, Tooke. That book is all my hand-writing. 
Mr, WoodfalU I believe it to be Mr. Tooke's. 
Mr, Attorney General What is the title of it ? 
Mr. WoodfalL It is written, on the outfide, « Couftitudonal 
Club.'' 

Mr* 
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Mr. Daniel Adams (fwom.) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 
^. Have you been Secretary to the Society for Conftitutional 
Information for ibme years paft ? 
J. Yes. 

J^. How many years have you been Secretary ? 
A Ten. 

i^. Is that one of the books, containing the proceedings of the 
Society l—{Jbewing it t9 the witnefs.) 
A. Yes. 

i^. Arc the entries made in thefe books made by youy in the 
capacity of Secretary to that Society? 
A. Yes. 

^ Mr. Tookc was a member, as he admits, during the laft 
ten years j if you turn to thefe entries, you will fee the names 
of |)er(bns ftated as being prefent. My c}ucftion is, Did you put 
down the names of fuch as were prefent, or of perfons that were 
not prefent? 

A, I put down the names of thofe that were prefent, and not 
prefent \ I will explain myfclf : — ^they came into the room, and 
their names were put down \ it frequently happened, that they 
went away foon after their names were put down. 

Z;^. Did you put down perfons who were not prefent^ at ^bme 
time or other, of thofe evenings, when their names were put 
down r 

A. Some gentlemen frequently dined together; their names 
were put down whether they went away as foon as dinner was 
over or not, as attending the whole ewiniiig. 

Lord CJj 'uf yujlice Eyrt\ Were their names put down before 
thty went to dinner ? 

A. At fcven in the evening their names were put down, 
though, perhaps, they were not there at feven in the evening. 

Lord CJnef Jujiice Eyre. At fcven in tlie evening the Society 
was formed ? 

A. Yes. 

Vol .1. H lord 
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Lord CNt f Jujlicc Eyre, And were, then, all tlic names of 
i!io pcrfof^s that had been at dinner put dowu, whether they re 
maincd at the hour when the Society was formed or not ? 

A. Yes, If they were members of the Society. 

Mr, Boiver. How did you begin the bufmefs, and iriiat was 
die hrft thing done at each night of their aflembling I 

A. The firft bufmefs was to enter the names, and to read over 
the minutes of the lad meeting. 

Were the books produced then, wth the refblutions, and 
tile entry of the laft meeting inferted in them, at every fubfequent 
meeting, fo as to be rend at the fubfequent meeting ? 

A. Yes. 

i^. And was it the practice of the Society, that the aSs of 
the former meeting were read at the fubfequent meeting ? 
A, Yes. 

^ Whether Mr. Tooke, as a member of this Society, had^ 
or not, opix)rtunities of recourie or refort to thefe books ; and 
whether there arc any entries, or any corre£Hoiis in Mr. Tooke's 
hand-writing ? 

I do not know that there arc any corrections in Mr. 
Tooke's hand- writing in the books. 

Ji^. Were the books laid for the infpedion of the members at 
the meetings ? 

A. During the meetings, at no other times. 

Was Mr. Tooke a frequent attendant there^ or odlf 
(cldom ? 

A, He was frequently there. 

}^ Was he as frequently there as any other member of the 
Society, that you can real to your rccolleftioii ? 

A. He was frequently there j but, living out of town, he diJ 
not often ftay quite fo loii^ as other mcmber>. 

^ But was he in the habit of being at the Societv at the time 
thefc bcioks were produced, after the dinner was over, and dw 
dinner party broke up ? 

A, V^ery often; it ctxild not ;ilway> he rlir r.\W 

w^. W'xi he generally, or only ilKloin ' 

A ri: 
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yf. He was frequently. 

J^, Did you copy into that book from other minutes ? 
A. Yes. 

(liven to you by other perfons; I confine my queftion to 
minutes given by Mr. Tookc ? 

A. I cannot fay that, they were handed up to me from different 
people in the room. 

Look at that bookj is that one of the books of the 
Society ? 

A, Yes; but fome of thefe entries were before I was Se- 
cretary. 

Is it a thing you put down at random, or do you put it 
down as certain that perfons are in the chair whom you put down 
as being in the chair ? 

A, As being in the chair ; but they do not always remain in 
the chair. 

When there arc two chairmen in one evening, is tliat 
always noticed ? 

A. It is fometimes, but not always noticed. 

I underftand you, that you never enter a perfon as being in 
the chair that was not in the chair, though he may not have iiaid 
all the evening ? 
A, Certainly not. 

^ I before alkcd you whether that book contained a true 
ftate of the proceedings of the Society? 

A, As for as I know, as far as I have copied; I do not know 
that I have copied them correct, I do not know that I have aot 
made any miftake. 

But you have not made any wilful miftakes ? 

A, No. 

Mi\ Daniel AdamSj 
Crofs-cxamined by Mr, Tooke. 
^ I luvc nothing to alk you that^ you will have any difficulty 
in raifwcrijig. A gentleman tells me, which I hardly knew, 
that tlie nanie^ were taken down upon paper, corrected by 

II z diftcrcnt 
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different perfons, and that you copied them afterwards Into the 
books of the Society, fometimes the fiune night, but moft com- 
monly after — was it fo or not ? 

A. The minutes certainly were fo, the names were generally 
put upon one paper, and the refolutioiis were flips of paper fre- 
4]uently, moft generally. 

Did you enter them the fame night, or at olber times ? 

A. At other times, three or four days after; before die Friday 
following. 

That the Court may perfedly underftand the escaminatioR 
that has been had, i would a/k, was there not what was called a 
Conftitutional Club, a dinner meeting, befides the Sodety for 

Conftitutional Information ? 
A. Yes. 

^. That dinner elub, of which the Gentlemen have dn: 
;^rccii book, contains nothing but the names of peribos who 
dined there? 

A, I believe nothing clfc — I never (aw much of it. 

Do you remember that there was a regular dumer? 
A, Surely. 
J^. At what hour ? 

A, P\)iir, or a quarter paft four— I belkvc four exaiffly. 
Was that dinner company only of perfons members of 
the Society, or vifitor?, and others? 

A. Of every Gentleman that any perfon thought proper to 
bring with him. 

How many years have yoa been Secretary of this So- 
ciety ? 

A. 1 believe ten years. 

Was I a inenihc;- Ixtore you was Secretary, or after- 
.v.,rdsi' 
A. Before. 

iC?. When fiiU vcmi was a candidate to be Secretary to die 
StK'iely fi»r Conlliriitional Information, was it, or was it not^ 
known and di-clared that y.)ii had a place under Government at 
'.lie- liuue tiMi'. ' 

5 ^- Ycij 
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A. Yes; it was known that I bad. 

j^. Was it known that you had permiflion from fomc perfonf^ 
belonging to the board where you had a place, to become Se« 
cretary to the Conftitutional Society ? 
Certainly not from the board. 
Some perfons belonging to the board ? 
A, Not by fome perfons that belonged to the board* 
J^. By fome per(bn ? 

A, It was underftood fo by a very particular friend of mins 
ten years ago, that I was Secretary to that Society. 

J^. That it would not be ofFenfive to the board ? 

A. I do not know that it went fo far as that* 

J^. Have you the books of accounts of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, or were they fcized with the other 
books ? 

A. They were feizcd with the other books, 
i^. Do you recoiled wh^t was the ufual fubicription paid by 
the different members of the Society ? 
A, A guinea a year, 
^ Was the Society very rich ? 
A, Never. 

^ What fum of money do you think all the fublcriptioni 
together might amount to in a year I 

A. About fiKty pounds, but I do not know cxadly. 

i^. How much of that went for the regular expences of th^ 
Society, the Secretary, the room, paper, pens, ink, me^ngers, 
and fo forth ? 

A. At that time about fifty pounds, 

Then there was about ten pounds a year left to overturn 
the Government with; were you generally in arrears, or in 
advance ? 

A. In advance generally to the Society, 

^ I afk this queftion only to fliowthe riches of Ae Society; 
how capable they were to over-turn the great weight of Go-^ 
vernmcnt. Do you recolleft any thing of the 25th of Oftober^ 
4793 > you recollect fome motion that yn$ made for another 
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meeting to be called tor the purpofe of taking into confideraridon 
whettKr they would or not fend Delegates to the Britifh Con- 
vention in Scotland? 

A, I cannot cliarge my recollection. 

Mr. Bs'a. r. If you entered it, I prcfume it will be found in 

tht bcK)k ? 

Mr. TsoJtf. Turn to the boqk, the 25ih of October, 1793, 
if you pleafe. It is not to delay the time of the Court. 

L9rd Chief yujlice Eyre. Do not iniagiiK: dut we think fo| go 
on in your own courfe. 

Mr. Tzoke. Do }'ou find Mr. Tookt's name there ? 

A. Yes. 

Do you now recollect what paflcd at that meeting; d3 
you recolL-ct that an extraordinary meeting was prqpofcd tp be 
held? 

A. I remember there was fuch a thing* 

\Vas Mr. Tooke prefcnt at that time ? 
A, I do not believe that he was. 

Camiot you, by the circumftanccs^ be fure that he was 

not? 

A, Yes; I am certain he was not, bccaufc he went away 
very early. 

Ji^. Thit was an extraordinary mcc;ing pallod for tlic purpofe 
of confide ring whether they fbould fond Delegates to the Britifh 
Convention ? 

A, He certainly was not. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Then what you fay is, that Mr. 
Tooke was not there at the time that propufiticin vva^ made. 
A, He was not. 

Lord Chief Jujtice Eyre. Had he been there before ? 
Yes; and was gone. 

Mr. Tozkc. Do you recollect tlwt for tl;e purpofe of that 
cxtraordiiwry meeting, which was held on die 28th, only three 
dap after, you were directed to fend ftimmonfcs to the difFcrcm 
membci s ? 

A I do. 
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^ Is not that a cJrcumftance by which you recollect that I 
was not there at the time ? 
A* It is. 

^ Do you recollect that you did not fend a fummoivs to me 
upon that occaiion, but that two members of the Society under- 
took to comi down to inform mc of it ? 

A. I do. 

Do you remember the names of thoCc perfons who under- 
took to inform mc of that extraordinary meeting ? 
A, I believe I da 
i^. Mention them ? 

A, I think they were Mr. Sinclair and Mr. John Williams, 
i^. When the extraordinary meeting was held on the 28th, do 
j'ou recollcit whether I was there, or not ? 
A. You was not there. 

J^. Have you good reafons to know that I oppofed ftrongly, 
and dilapproved with anger, the fending of thofe Delegates to the 
Britifh Convention in Scotland ? 

A. I certainly have. 

Lord (Ihif 'JuJlUe Eyre. What rcafon have you to know 
that ? 

A, From a converfation with Mr. Tooke himfclf. 

Mr. Tookc. Have not you other reafons ; had not you corn er- 
fations with other perfons ? ^ 

A. It was the general opinion that Mr. Tooke objected to it^ 
it wuh the opijiion of Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Williams, I believe, 
who waited upon him. 

Can you recal to your memory any perfons wrangling 
\ . ith mc afterwards for that opinion of mine j can you recollect 
^t any fubfcquent meeting any angry, any ftrong words between 
mc and any other member, bccaufc I did not attend that meeti^ig, 
becaufc I did not approve of that buiinefs I 

A. I canr.ot recollect; but I know it was underftgod by 
moft of till' members, or all of the uK-mbers prcfent, that Mr. 
'I 'ookc did not »tu i;d that meeting bccaufc he dilapproved of the 

11 4 ^ Da 
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^ Do you rccolleft a report among diflFcrent members of 
the Scxricty in confequcncc of that, dwt I was bribed by 4e 
Government ? 

A Yes. 

^ Was Mr. Yorke a member of the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information ? 

A I never under ftood that he was. 

^ I mention it becaufe it has been ftated to Jay diat he 
thro' illnefs did not go to the Britifti Convention where he was 
fent. Do you underftand why he did not go ? 

jf, Becaufe he wanted money. 

J^. Was there any money for Mr. Yorke ? 

jf. None. 

^ Was there much money for Mr. Sinclair ? 
jf. Hardly any. 

J^. Did you fend him a letter in anfwer to his requcft fx 
money ? 
J. Yes. 

^ Of what nature was it ? 

jf. Advidng him to come home, as it was die general opinion 
that he had better not be there. 

J^. The general opinion of whom ? 
A Of the Society. 

^ Then you imdcrftood this to be the purport of Robins*8 
letter to him ? 

A The letter is here, I wifti to refer to it. 

Mr, Tooke, If the letter is here, I hope it will be produced? 

Mr. Jf^htU. What is the date of it 

Mr. Tooke. September or October, 1793. It fhows Chat the 
whole Socict}', except four or five, were extremely angry at Ac 
meafurc, and would not fubfcribe two-pence to it, becaufe they 
did not like it. Do you think I ever fubfcribed any thing upaa 
that ground ? 

A. I think Mr. Tooke did not. 

Ji^; I fuppofe the lift can be found ? 

A. This 
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A. This is one of my letters ; I do not know whcdier it is Aat 
which Mr. Tookc refers to. 

Is it the difcouragiiig letter ? 

A, It is one of the difcouraging letters; I wrote more than one 
difcouraging letter to him. 

Mr. Attorney General. Whofe hand-writing is that letter, and 
how much of it is Mr. Tooke's ? 

A, I never faw the hand- writing in my life, till I faw it at 
the Society's, nor do I know whofe hand-writing it is. 
Look at the back of it? 

Mr, Tooke. Wliat is written on the back is my hand-writing. 
Do you recolleft to what time the Society adjourned after this 
fending of Delegates to the Britifh Convention on the aSdi rf 
Oiftobcr ? 

A. To the 8th of November. 

To what time did they adjourn from die 8th of No- 
vember ? 

A. To the 6th of December. ■ 

On the 6th of December, to what time did they dicn 
adjourn? 

A, To the I Gth of January. 

^ So it appears that the Society^'fo little liked the bufinefs, 
which four or five members had done ; that during the fitting of 
the Britiflt Convention, and when the Delegates wanted fup- 
port, they firft adjourned for a month ; then met and adjourned 
for five weeks; that docs not fliow great eagemefs in that caufc. 
Look to the 2ift of June, 1793, to the names of the perfons 
who were then prcfent ; do you find Mr. Yorke's name there ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you recolleS that you objected to his being prefent, 
fuppofing him not to be a member ? 
A, I do. 

J^. Do you recollcft that the gentlemen prefcnt intended then 
to have adjourned to the next winter ; and can you recollcA any 
member, then prcfent, ftrongly endiravouring to perfuade the 
Society that fomcthing ought to be done, by way of declaration, 
or fooicthing or other ? 

A. Yes 
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A. Yes. 

' Do you recollect that Mr. Yorkc pulhed very hard for 
another meeting ? 
J, Yes. 

j^. And that anotlicr meeting was held to oblige him ? 
jt. Yes. 

.ig. And that an AJdrefs was ordered by the Society to be 
drawn up to the nation I 
A. Yes. 

And that it wa^ nc\cr drawn up ? 

Au\ T^r,kc, I do ni>t know that Mr. Yorkc has £ud or done 
any thint: i-.np:(>|ur ; ii he has it muft be pinned upon his hack; 
a p;cntlcnian nu-cts in a Society, and propofes fomediing which 
oihcrs do n(U approve, and they negative his motion; he goes 
joo miles olf and there he does fomething which is thought to 
be, or might be wrong, tliat is attempted to he given in evi- 
dence, to fallen it upon thofc men who would not fufier him 
to do it in the place where they met him. I draw this from the 
evidence to fliew your Lordfhip upon what thefe treafimsare 
built. 

Lord Chief fajficc Eyre, It will depend upon the fuUcqucnt 
conduct of the other pcrfons with regard to that. 

Mr. Tooke. It has been done in this fpeedi, but I do not 
know that there is any liarm in this very fpcech of Mr. Yorkc's. 

Lard Cliff JifJ^ice Eyre. If it be that Yorke*s fpecch wai 
printed and brought hack to that Society and then approved o( 
rliough it could not be imputed to the Society in refpefl of their 
fi>nner conduct towards Yorke, it would be imputed to them 
in refpecl of their fubl'equent conduct. 

Air. Tooke. I agree ; that btcaule then they could do fome- 
tb.Iiig themfcK cs. That was in the latt trial endeavoured to be 
put upon Hardy; and it happened that what Mr. Yorke en- 
deavoured to fay in London, and was prevented, he went to 
Yorke or SiK-ffield, and laid it tlier<;5 tliat was endeavoured 
to be put upon Uar-ly, 
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Lord Chief JuJlUe Eyre. Hardy had no wrong done him in 
that refpe£l, bccaufe there was evidence to bring home the con- 
duit of Yorke to Hardy. 

Mr, Tooke. But your Lordihip will fee the wrong that will 
be done us, if what is done by one is to be imputed to the 
V hole ; it is not a corporation, it is a non-entity. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre, I am perfip^ly aware of that. 

Mr, ToeJtc* I certainly remained when many refpeibble cha- 
racters quitted die Society: the Duke of Norfolk, the Duke of 
Richmond, and many ophersj they had reafons^for quitting j 
but becaufc I was more confident than them, it would be very 
hard that 1 fliould be thought more criminal. Mr. Adams, you 
know that I lived at fomc diftance from London ? 

jt Yes. 

Have you ever been at Mr. Tookc's houfc ? 
A. Yes, 

^ Do you know that his family Is very fmall ? 
A Yes. 

^ Do you know that his gardener goes to bed at nine 
o'clock; and gets up to work in the morning at four o'clock ? 
A. I cannot tell that. 

^ Do you know Mr. Tooke defired to get home very early i 
A. Yes, 

And frequently went away when the Society met 
A. Yes. 

^ And that fomctimes be ftaid to make up nine for a ballot, 
and then went away i 
A. Yes, 

^ Do not you know that you h^vc frequently rcqueilcd mc 
to ftay in order to prevent the Society (loing any aft. Do not 
you know that for upwards of two years my declared opinion to 
you was, that the Society ibould lay upon their oars, and adr 
journ to as diilant days as they could. 

A. Certainly. 

Mr. Tookc. 1 muft be a very uncommon leader, my Lord. 
Mr. Adains, Do not you know that I was alwaj's readv to 
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iign any tli!ng that you wiQicd not to fign. Did'I or hot, al* 
w-ays fay, that I never would confent to any thing y/dhich I 
would not myfclf lign ? 

>/. I think you have always fuid fo. 

}^ Have I not famctimcs done fo? 

j1. Frequently. 

.1^. Do )'(Hi know who was called tiie father and founder of 
tliat Society? 

A Major Cartwright. 

Have you ever read the Report of the Secret Committee 
of the Houfc of Commons ? 

J. No. 

^ Did you ever read the books and papers, except thofe 
which were fcnt to the Society for Conftitutional Information ; 
were you acquainted with the books, papers, and comroumca* 
tions of other Societies ? 

J. Certainly not. 

Was it the cuftom with members of the Society for 
Conllitutional Inf irmation, when they met, to read aver diQ 
books of their own Society ? 

J. O, no. 

^ Not being a partnerftip book in which their fortunes 
were much concerned, they did not trouble themfelves Aen 
much to know what had been cjitercd in it at different times ? 

y/. No i tluy hardly ever looked at it. 

Air. Tcc^r, I afkcd this quedion that the profecutor ouy 
pc^cc•i^c, that fo far from being accountable for that monftrous 
cf^llLC^ion v)t diftlrcnt Socittit*», that they did not know their 
coIlecli(»ii ; they never read what was in their own books. 

Lv'/i i 'J?'irf Jtf/iitr Eyre, Do you mean a different reading 
from the miTiutes — I think you faid the minutes were read ova 
i.lwiiv- before vou b-?gan your bufmefs \ 

.1 

L'jrd Chief JuiVice I.\re. That tbi7 were in the liabit ol' 
ictliii.: the lomicj niinutes ? 
Vo-. 

J/-. T"//. J'hcy were lau^hin^; aiiJ t*'Jkinfi of fomcthing 

cl&i 
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clfe ; there is nothing much, your Lordfliip will fee if you look 
at them, to ertgage any body's attention.-— Do you know, or 
can you recolIe£l, that when I could not ftay, you have fpokcii 
to fome particular friends to beg them to get an adjournment of 
the Society? 

A. It may have happened once (x* twice, I don*t know that 
It has more. ^ 

What was ufually the number, as well as you can recol- 
left, one time with another, of pcrfons who met together at that 
Society ? 

A. I ihould not fuppofe more than ten, upon Jin average; there 
kave been thirty, and fometimes not more than fix. 
^ Were they armed with pikes or muflccts ? 
A. No. 

J^. Did you ever hear any talk of any thing of diat kind in 
the Society? 

A. Never in my life. 

W ere all the members of the Society, do vou believe, of 
(lie fame way of blinking ? 
A, No ; I think not. 

You believe there were fometimes debates r 
a\ Yes. 

^ And fometimes a contrariety of opinion ? 
A, Greatly fo. 

Was there ever in the Society fuch a thing as 1 Secret 
Committee ? 
A. Never. 

Was not every thing traiilaclcd openly and publicly ? 
A, Ye.. 

There were many orders, I perceive, frequently Com- 
fiiittees of Correfpondcnce, were there not ? 
A Yes ; frequently. 

ii^. Did they ever corrcfpond or write any thing ? 
A, I do not believe there were above one or two tetters c^'er 
wrote. 

^ In the courfc of the ten years ? 

^. Yes. 
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A Yes. 

j^j I fee in the reports that vaft numbers of (fatpen wereof* 
dcred to be printed, a hundred tbouGind, I believe^ oncei to i)e 
fcnt to all the Correfpondents in England, Fram^e, Soodand, 
and Ireland ; were any papers printed ? 

A, Shall I trouble you to know what refolution it was ? 

J^. I do not rccolIe£l ; but were there ever a hundred thoufand 
printed of any thing ? 

A, No; nor a quarter of the number. I do not niean to fajr 
that there ever were more than five or fix thoufand of any, 

Mr, Attorney General, I underftood you to iky, that a bun*- 
drcd thoufand were ordered to be printed, but that you do noC 
know of more than five thoufand being printed ? 

A, I cannot fay exaiSly, to five thoufand of any one work. 

Mr, Taoke. But do you recoil e(^ that a hundred thou&uid were 
ordered to be printed of fomcthing, and that it was never printed 
at all? 

* A. Yes ; I was ordered not to print them. 

Do you rccollc£l a great number of Correfpondents in 

ranee, Scotland, and Ireland, that the Society had ? 

A. I do not know that we ever correfponded with any body, 
except in France. 

^ Were the number of letters which they lent, or that Aey 
received, the greater ? 

^. In FraiKe we never anfwerod one# 

j^. But I mean any where elfe: did other Societies write ta 

us, and we neglect to anfwcr them ? 
A. Yes. 

^. Were wc often reproached for fo doing i 

A. Very much fo. 

When I went away from the Society, which I ufually 
did early, did not fome other member of the Society ufually go 
koine with me ? 

A. Yes; fonietimes. 

J^>. Do you recollrcl who ? 

A, Sometimes Mr. Sh.irpc ufed to go with you. 

When 
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when you were firft appoint^ Secretary was it not t*TC 
cuftom of the Society to print pamphlets, and other things, and 
diftribute them gratis ? 
y/. Yes. 

J^. Has that been the cafe for die laft three or four years ? 

A. No ; there have been pamphlets printed, and given avi^y, 
or taken away ; I do not know that they have ever been diftri- 
butcd or fent ; I cannot charge my memory with any, they hav« 
been fo trifling, if there have been any. 

^ Do you recoiled that before you was difmiflcd from your 
employment, you mentioned your expectations that you {hould be 
fo, to Mr. Tooke. 

A. I did. 

^ Can you recoUevft the advice Mr. Tooke gave you upon 
that occafion ? 

A. I do not know that I can exactly ; I believe it was to 
fpeak to Sir John Dick, one of the board, whom you thought a 
good-natured man, I believe. 

J^. I know him intimately m\*fclf, and could have fpoken to 
him ibr you ; but can you recolle<3 my iaying, that the Society 
would never be able to do you any good ? 

A. I do not recollect that. 

Let me try by another circumftaiKC ; can you recolle»5fc 
my advifing you to do yourfelf good, and let us ib ^r be the 
inftniment of good, by going to thofe under whom you had a 
place, and giving them all the books and information you pof- 
fibly could relative to our Society ; and that I would juftify 
your character for fo doing ? 

A, I do not reccJlccl it. 

But the fiict is fo. Wifhiiig to fcrve the Secretary, and 
knowing no other method, I wifhed him to do that of which 
he has been, I believe, falfcly accuied. Had the Privy Council 
our books of account ? 

A. Yes. 

Of the expenditure and receipt ? 

A. Yes. 

3 ^. Were 
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Were 9ny qucftions aiked you concerning diem I 

J. I do not recollect there were about the receipts* 

Is it not abfolutely certain that if they looked Id die 
books of expenditure, it muft have been known by tbofe who 
looked at the orders, for the number to be printed, whedier diey 
were printed or not ? 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL The book would better ihcw it. 

Lord Chief Jujliee Eyre, That can properly only be known 
by the books thenif^rlvcs, it comes pretty much to the lune 
thing, if you afk him whetlier the ftatc of the finances of d>c 
Society enabled them to print. 

Mr. Tookr. They would be able to fee whether tlie finances 
enabled them to print I 

A. Yes ; certainly. 

Can you guel's why in the report which mentions that 
they were ordered to be printed, it was not inferted diat they 
liinere never printed ; do you know any reafon why it was not 
inferred that they were not printed ; and fincc it may be (ecn by 
the book of expenditure, that none were printed, do you know 
any realbn why tlio order ihouid be put in, aiul the non-perlbrm* 
ance of that order omitted I 

A. I cannot tell the* reafon ; I believe it was never meant that 
they (hould be printed. 

^ I fee on the 14th of November, a hundred thouiand copies 
ordered to be printed for our Correfpondents in Grcat-Britaiii, 
and Irclnr.d ; had the Society any Correfpondentb in Ireland ? 

A. No ; I do not recollect that thv. y had ; I caiuioC take upoa 
jBie to fay ; I bclicvj ii 'r. 

Loi'd Ch'uf J^jiiit Eyrr, Yuudonot know of any ? 

y/. 1 do not reCv>rLi:r r.rv. 

A^/r. Toc'^t\ Have you oicen heard me joke and laugh at the 
infignlficance of tliat Society: 
A, Verv often. 

^ Hr.ve you e^x-r hc::rd n'.c declare myfelf a friend to Uni- 
\erl:il Su?rra;::c' : 

A I cannot imni<.diaaiy bring furwiird that cxpreffion .cxaftly. 
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Univtrial Suffrage means that tytry perion in England 
fhould have a vote for a member of parliament i 

A I have heard you exprefs it in that light. 

J^. Do you remember when, and upon what occafion ? you 
mifunderftand me now — 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. You have heard Mr. Horne Tookc 
fpeak for it$ is that what you fay I . 

A Yes. 

Mr. Tooke. For fear there fliould be any error. Whether you 
have heard me at any time (ay that I was for a reprefentation o^ 
the people univerfally, that every man (hould haVjc equally a 
vote? 

A. I have, certainly. 

Mr. Tooke. I believe he is the only man in the world that ever 
did hear me. 

Afr. Adams, If I have faid any thing I did not immediately 
underftand, I (hould be very forry. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Do you wi(h to explain any thing 
you have faid ? 

A. I would wl(h Mr. Tooke (hould explain any thing. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. No } have you yourfelf any wiih to 
explain any thing ? 

A No. 

Mr, Tooke. Do you recoiled Major Cartwright propofing his 
four propofitions of the declaration of rights 5 or do you know 
any thiiig about the declaration of rights ? 

A, I believe it was not in my time. 

^ Was you prcfcnt at the anniverfary of the Society tfie ad 
of Maylaft. 
A. Yes. 

Do you remember what pafled from me on that day — 
do you remember the fubftance gf what I might then fay ? 
A. I do not indeed. 
^ No part of it? 

A. I cou^d not call to my recoUeflion any part, I was fo much 
engaged. 

Vot. I. I ^ Will 
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J^. Will your memory enable you to recoliefi tBB HiixS^* 
Ixry of the French Revolution in the year 1790 F 

yf. I remember attending it ; was it at Htc Shadcefpdir ? 

Mr, Tech. No, at the Crown and Andior; do you ranted 
ber Earl Stanhope being in the chair t 

A. No, I do not. 

^ As for as you could perceive, and as far as yon reoolkft^ 
do you think that I put the Society on too ftrong meafttres^ or 
kept them back — do you think Aat 1 was forward f 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, You put your queiEIon Very iSt' 
^ndTy before. 

j1. I do not know how far I might judge of ftrong meaiuici : 
— ^There were fome queftions put I dioUght too ftroiig; Acre 
were other queftions you endeavoured to prevent: time was 
nothing that I ever had an idea of about treaibn. 

^ Was there any thing which gave you caufe to fluxik Aat 
any of the Members of the Society ever intended cidier b de» 
pofe or kill the King ? 

J. Oh no! 

J^. Did }'ou ever think they intended ta take up ahn^ or 
accomplifli any thing by force ? 
jf. No. 

Did you think they were either bold enough or fiitt^ 
enough ? 

A, Oh no, never ! 

^ What do you think was the obje£l of the greater {Ut tJr 
all of that Society ? 

A. The greater part was for a Parliamentary Reformp and 
perhaps all might be ; but fome of them took it in a diflltrcnt 
view from what I did. 

^ Do you think that thcfe were fly fellows, who tnad 
fr^mething that they did not fay ? 

A. No ; I believe they meant all they faid. 

^ You thill k they were fincere? 
Yes. 

^ You have every reafon to think fo ? 

Jf, Yes. 
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J^. And no reafon to think the contrary \ 
-/£ No; I had every reafon to believe they wciTe fincere in 
what they iaid. 

J^. You do not diink they made ufe of this as a pretext for 
fomething elfe : you don't think that widi their great wealth or 
force of arms they meant to fubvert the Government; but that 
diey were fincere in wifliing a Reform in the Commons Houfe 
€>f Parliament ? 

A. Yes; a Reform in die Commons Houfe of Parliament t 
but diey were-not all of the fame opinion in the manner of doiiig 
it ; ibme went farther than others undoubtedly. 

^ Do you recoiled any correfpondence between the Society 
for Conftitutional Information and Skirving, or any peribn re- 
fiding in Scodand ? 

A. I recolkd their fending a letter, but not our anfwering 
tny; if it is fo it is in the books, which I beg to refer to. 

Have you kept back any letters, or papers, or correfpond'^ 
ence whatever; are there any but what have been given up or 
that have bebn fetzed on ? 

A, I do not know of any ; it is poffible that there may be 
fome, but nfever intentionally* 

^ Can you readied the appointment of a Committee of 
Correfpondencb on the 4th of April, 1794 — Refolved that 
^ there be appointed a Committee of Correfpondence of the 
^ Members this Society 

A. Yes. 

Can you recoiled in what manner that Committee of 
Correl)>ondence was appointed ? 
A. In the ufual way I think. 

But can you recoiled this, that I being requefted to be a 
Member of that Committee declared that neither my health nor 
my bufinefs would permit me to be a Member of it ? 
A, Give me leave to read the minutes 
Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Do you remember what Mr. Home 
Tooke bys ? 

I 2 A. Yes, 
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A, Yes, I do remember it — That his hcaltli would iiot pcrtnit 
him to be on that Committee.- 

Mr, Tocke, Did I ever iricet tlie Committee ? 

A I bcJic\ e jicver : I do not know that the Committee e\'cr 
did meet. 

Do you fecdleft how the Committee of Co-operation 
ivas appointed : The refolution is — That the Committee of 
" Correfpondence appointed by this Society be the Committee 

for correfpondencc and co-operation with Committees of other 
" Societies." You have fpokeii to the manner in v^di I wtt 
named of th^ Committee of Correfpondencc, and therefore my 
name appeared <is on the Committee of Co-operation^ becaufe 
<hey voted afterwardb that the fame Committee fhouU be a 
Committee of Co-operation ; but do you know, think, or be- 
lieve, I ever met either of the Committees ? 

A. \x, was under ftood that you was not appointed. 

Mr. Tooke. But my name appears there as thotigb I wis, andi 
has been fo publifhed \ 

Lord Chief Jujike Eyre, You do not know diat Mr. Hcone 
'I'ookc ever met that Committee of Co-operation ? 

A, I do not know. 

Mr. Tooke, I afk a great number of thefe queftions to get 
rid of the ftift from myfclf : I hope they will be of no prejudice 
to others ; but I would not have it thought that I confider it as 
a crime by pufliing it from myfelf, for I do not 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. You are pcrfeftly right in pulbiif 
it from yourfelf. 

Mr, Tooke. Do you recolledl notice being given by me that 
a motion would be made by me, at a future Meeting, for two 
books to be prepared ; in one of which fliould be written the 
names of thofc who deferved the reprobation, and in the other 
the names of thofc who deferved the gratitude of the Society ? 

A, I do. 

i^. Do you remember that no fuch motion was ever niade ? 
yf. There was not. 

Do you recoiled a little mirth at it i 

A. There 
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A*' There was a kughing about 

^ Can you remember ever to have heard me fuy that I had 
Jain out of my own bed but twice for the laft feven years \ 
A. I cannot take upon me tp fay. 

J^. Can you remember my faying that if there were a meeting 
of any of the friends of liberty, for any good purpofe, upon 
Wimbledon Common, that I (hould certainly be found there I 

A. Yes. 

But tha^ if it farther off I fhould nqt be found there, 
l^ecaufe my health would not permit \ 
A, I do remember that. 

Mr, Tookef I haye proved ox)e thing for myfelf, and another 
thing againil myfelf — that I love liberty very well near my own 
home, but would not go a great diftance for it Was you a( 
the laft dinner of the Revolution Society in 1793 ? 

A. I have no doubt of it; I have generally attended. 

Mr. Tocke. They are very numerous; I belonged to four 
Conftitutional Societies — this is the Revolution Society — the 
PiiTenters keep the 4tb, and the Church of England the 5th of 
November \ believe.— Do you recoiled my giving a toaft that 
day ? 

A. Yes, I do, 

^ Can you recoUeft the fubftance of it ? 

A. If you will repeat it to ine I (hall recollect it. 

^ Was it in thefe words, or to this effefl — May the r :3p|^ 
of this country never forgef nor forlake the prefent ftiiul) on the 
throne, until it fhall appear by their condu6t that they have f^rr 
jgotten or ibriaken ^e principles which placed then^ on it ? 

^. I do very w^l remember it. 
. Lord Chief Juftia Eyre. Be fo good as repeat it. 

Mr. Tooke. May the peopl^ of this country never forget nor *. 
forfake the prefent family on tlie thrpne, until it fhall appes^ 
\>y their conduct that they have forgotten or forfakcn the prin- 
f iples which placed them on it ? 

A, I do remember it. 

^ Are you able to tell me who cftabiilhed the dinner club ? 
A, I believe you did. 

1 3 
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^ Do you recoiled ^y that dinner dub WM HhWiftri? 
A I rather think it was in Ofder diat the nmnbcfs muLl 
meet better. 

^ Do you diink die meeting was at half after finir, ra^Kr 
tban at feven, that I might go home Iboner ? 

L§rd Cbiif Juftice Byre. There might be (bmelfati^ to do. 

Mr. Tooke. There was nothing to do at the meetings but to 
cat and drink. Can you fay what you meant, or what jou be* 
lieved thofe of the Society to mean, when they fiM diey wouk) 
co-operate with the Correfponding Society, in order to obtain 
their great end — What did you underftand by dietr great end I 

A. I underftood a Parliamentary Reform was meant. 

Do you recoiled many candidates beii^ bhdc-hdled dnt 
wtihed to be members of the Society i 

A. Not a great many. 

j^. In ten years, do you think diere might be ten E 

A. I believe not ten perfons. 

It was not a very fecret Society then, and not mudi afaiA 
of fpies. — Can you fwear that the names which are to be Jboiid 
in the books which are called the books of die Society woe 
there at the time that the buiinefs infer ted under dieir names 
pafled ? 

A. Certainly not. 

Do you recollect an afieAation or imitation of Ficndi 
phrafes in the books of the Society f 

A. I do not know that diere is in die books^I am not ft 
certain of that. 

Mr, Toohe. I a(ked an improper qucftio n Ae boojcs sril 
better tell that ; if they arc there diey are eafy to be batJSy ani 
would have been found before this. — Did you fend any nodce tt 
St! Andre and Barrere that they were eleSed honorary members 

of the Conftitutional Society ? 
A No. 

Were you directed to fend any ? 
A. No. 

Jg. Did you yourfdf enter all or any part of the (pecches of 
St. Andre and Barrere in the books of die Society ? 

A. Not 
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Not part 
^ Was you bid to infen ai^y ? 
jf. Yes. 

^ Did yoii infert ai|y ? 
J. No. 

JS^ Had you ibc nevs-papcrs tf infert tbynn ff om f 
>. Na 

Were the Bews-papers ia the Society ? 
^ Not thi^ I know of. 

Mr, To^ki, But every body clfe might have the fpeeches^ 
without being charged with Trealbn: I have been told that 
the man who re^y publiflied the fpeeches, who fo}d them to 
every body th^ would buy^ was isdled as an evidence on th^ 
trial of Mo Hardy, to prove guilt in tho& who only MUf^ of 
fnferting thenv 

Lord Chief Jujiicf Eyr^, Cfrtainly it is true that the man 
was called to prove that there were fuch Speeches in the Mo- 
liiteur. 

Mr, Tuiif And that h^ ^bld tbemji in order to criipinate the 
Society. 

L§rd Chief Juftia Myre, Tl^ way in which the Society was 
criminated wa^ bec^ufe they h^d publi(hed to the world thaf 
thefe were the fpeeches for which they had made thefe perfpns 
honorary members | \t ^gHfd 4^t that was pointing out to 
the world thefe p^persi ;^d rccomqiending them to their atcen^ 
tion ; that was the way in which it was ufed. 

Mr. Toii^f And it vf^s fprtuf^ate for the Society that they did 
not fay fuch a thing as this^there are fome good things in the A1-* 
coran* which are WfKth atfei^ipn — they might haye been charged 
with Mabometsiiiifiii if they had recominendpd any part of the 
Alcoran. Had you, after the war, any dircd or indireft cor-. 
refpondence whatever with any perfons in France t 

A, Certaii^y not. 

Do you know that any member of the Society ha^ ? 

A. No. 

i^. Do you thinic they had f 

A. Not that \ knpw of— I (peak frcxp my own knowledge. 

1 4 ^Did 
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^ Did you ever fee, or hear of a letter from Mr. Margarot 
to the London Correfponding Society, c6ntaining thde vroids: 
« We cannot fay fo much of Citizen Sinclair, from the Society 

for Conftitutional Information. He has been confined to his 
^ bed, ever fmce Saturday, with a violent fever and fore-throat; 
^ he is fomething better this morning. He^ is a valuable young 
^ man ; and, fhould he die, his lofs would be feverely ielt^ noc^ 
« indeed, by his conflitucnts, who have baiely abandoned him.'*f 

A, I rather think I have read it ; it mufl appear upon the books. 
No; I do not believe it is upon the Conftitutional Society's 
books. This letter was feized, and we get the knowledge of it 
by having it printed in the report ; here is Margaroc's teftimony 
that the Conftitutional Society had deferted them. 

Lord Chief Jujtice Eyre. What is it ? 

Mr. Tooke, A copy of a letter from Gerald and Margarot to 
the Secretary of the London Correfponing Society. It is an ex- 
traordinary thing five or fix gentlemen choofing to fend a 
Delegate, that the treafon, if there is any in it, fhould fall upon 
thofe who had no concern in it j and when the Delegates of the 
London Correfponding Society flate that the Conflitutiond So- 
dety had abandoned him. Do you know, that between two and 
three years ago, I quitted London, on account of ill-healdi and 
infirmity ? 

A That was the time, I believe, you went to Wimbledon, 
^ You remember I had a ferious infirmity ? 
J. Yes. 

^ That infirmity put me out of a fbtc to bear arms ? 
A Yes. 

Mr. Tooke. I am afhamed to have taken up fo mudi time in 
this examination, but I thought it might rather fhorten than de- 
lay. 

Air. Daniel AJamSj 
Examined again by Mr. Attornry Genera/. 
^ Be fo good as look at the boolc — Upon the iiih of April, 
1794, you find an entry of Mr. Joyce being in the chair; it 
you look at the names, you will find that Mr. 'I'ookc, Mr. 

Kydd, 
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Kydd, Mr. Thclwall, Mr. Hardy, and Mr. Richter, were pre-, 
fcnt, among others i 
A. Yes. 

You find there an entry to this efFefl : Mr. Joyce made 
the report of the meeting of the Delegates of the London Cor- 
refponding Society, for the purpofe of this Society co-operating 
with the London Correfponding Society, and that they had come to 
the following refolutions ; then there are three refolutions entered : 
" That it appears to this Committee very defirable that a Gc- 

neral Meeting, or Convention, of the Friends of Liberty, 
^ (hould be called, for the purpofe of taking into confideration 

the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation 
" cf the people." Then there is a fecond refolution. I think 
you told us, upon Mr. Tooke's examination, that his name was 
propofed to be on the Committee of Correfpondence, in his 
abfence ? 

A, I do not know that I (aid that. 

Mr. Tooke. He faid, that the former Committee of Corref- 
pondence ihould be a Committee of Co-operation. 

Air. AtUrney General. You (ay you copied into this book the 
refolutions, firft being taken down upon loofe paper ? 

A. Yes. 

^ The refolutions, when taken down upon loofe paper, were 
not always in your own hand -writing ? 
A. Not always. 

^ You can, perhaps, inform me, then, whofe hand-writii\g 
the part of the refolution, I have now read to you, is j and 
whether any, and what part of the rough draught qf this refolu- 
tion is the hand-writing of Mr. Tookc ? 

Mr. Tooke. A good deal of it is, I dare (ay. 

Mr. Attorney General. Do you know whofe hand- writing tb^ 
paper is ? (jhrurlng it to the witnefs.) 

A. I do not; 

$^ That is, however, a rough draught of a refolution of the 
lith of Apiil, 1794 ? y 
A. 1 bjlieve it to hz fo. 

^ And 
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i^. And you believe the refolution in duit book to to^e Wet 

IKiltcrcd from that draught ? 
A, I believe it was. 

Mr. T^Qki. I do not believe there is a le^ of wim in |jha|t 
paper. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraU You have told us^ with reQ>e& fO Mr. 
Sinclair, that he had been fent to the $cotph CoQv«Qti(9ii, ft « 
a very private meeting i 

>/. No; I did not mention that; at aa e](traordinary gnen} 
ineeting. 

Look at this letter (Jbming it t$ the witnefs)^ and tdl.mt 
whether it is figned by any per(bn whpfe haa4 you kqowi 

A. That is figned by Mr. Tooke, 

Mr. Tooke. The whole is written by me. 

Mr. Attorney General. I beg to lay the evidence brfbce the 
Court in my own way. You rememl^er the meetiogi p^ihapi 
on the 25th of January, 1794^ 

A. I do, 

^ You fee an entry there, <f That it b^ refidyed th^ ^ 
^ moft excdlent addrefr of the London CqrrefpQiHting ^ociptji 
^ be infcrted in the book^ of this Sfxiety." \ 

A. Yes. 

^ Was that copied into the bc^ok from a rough miiiutc) 

A. I dare by it was. 

Look at this paper (Jhewing it to the wiUnfs)^ 4nd td) 
me whofe hand-writing that is, if you know it ? 

A. It is Mr. Tooke^s hand-writing. 

You know that the London Correfponding Sodetj |al 
had a meeting about four days before that? 

A. I do not know it; for I never attended any of theif 
meetings. I dare fay they might have had. 

^. Turn to the 17th of January, 1794, do you find in the book 

entry, " That law ceafes to be an objeft of obedience when-; 

ever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion." ? 

A. Yes. 

jg. And fevcral other rtfolutions thAt have been referred to } 

ig; Yes. 
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^ Who appears to have been in the chair that night I 
A. It appears that Mr. Tooke was in the djair. 
Afr. Tooke. Do you me^n to by diat I was in the chair uriiei^ 
thefe refolutions palTed i 
A. No ; I do not mean to iay that 

Mr. Attorney General. That is breaking in upon my exami* 

nation. 

Mr. Tooke. It was wrong; I ought not to have done it 

Mr. Attorney General, Was Mr. Bonney prefent ? 

A. His name is here. 

Was Mr. Martin prefent ? 

A. Mr. Martin's name is here. 

^ Was Mr. Kydd prefent? 

A. His name is here. 

Whether diis is not die rough draft of die minute of that 
refoludon, and whether the &d appear upon it, that diefe refi>« 
ludons were come to, and the dme at which Mr. Tooke left die 
chair, is dire^y ftatcd ; and tell me whofe hand-wridng diat is I 

A. I fhould foppofe, moft probably, dnt I entered it from this. 

^ Whofe hand-wridng are thofe minutes ? 

A. The greater part of them is mine. 

^ Whofe hand*wridngs is diat in the beginmng I 

A. I do not know. 

J^. Do you mean to (ay diat you cannot tell me nrfiofe hmd- 
writing that is ? 

A. I do : fometimes I was in the room, and (bmednies not; I 
was called out frequendy by different people, dien di^ bud hold 
of the paper, and wrote this. 

^ Then, upon your oath, you cannot fpeak, as to your be- 
lief, whofe hand-wridng diat is ; fpeaking of your belief as tm 
die hand-wrtdng ef a perfbn you have fcen write f 

A. I could not fwear to die hand-writing. 

Can you fwear to your belief of it, as being die hand- 
writing of a perfon that you have (ben write, according to your 
Velicf ? 

4 A. I 
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A, I think it is poiTible I may recoiled; but I could pot 
/wear to it upon my oath ; I cannot Avear to the hand-wridiig. 
You cannot fpcak to it, to your belief? 
A. I do not !;now how fai* I can fpcak to my belief ; I couM 
net fpeak to it, fo as to make it fatisfa£tory to my own mwdi 
as to the hand. 

Whofe do you beh'eve it to be ? 
ji. It may be Mr. Eonncy's. 

po you believe it to be his? 
J, I cannot fwcar I do ; becaufe \ do not know his hand, 
^ Do you believe it to be his ? 
A. I do. 

Have you ever fecn him write ? 
A. I havs fecn his writing a great many times, but J do fsot 
Jcnow that I ever law him write. 

. Look at the entry of the 23d of March, 1791 ; you wlX 
find there a refolution of thanks to Mr. Thomas Paine, for hif 
pioft mafterly book intitled the Rights of Man. 
. A. Yes. 

Look forward ; you will find it is refolvcd that die fi^. 
going refolutions, and all future proceedings of this Sodety, 
be regularly tranfmittcd, by the Secretary, to all our correi^ 
ponding ccmltitutional Societies in England, Scotland, and 

France r 
A. Yes. 

J^. Then — " Refolved, that the above refolutions |jc publilhdl 
in tlie papers/'? 
A. Yes. 

W ere thcfe refolutions come to, as ypu have enierei} tfaeix|{ 
A, They certainly were. 
4g. Were they publiftied in the papers ? 

A. I fuppofe they were ; if they were not, it wjis tfaofe par 
pers that did not cho^ife to infert them. 

^ Whether Mr. Tooke appears in the manner that has be- 
fore been mentioned to be prcfcnt at that meeting on the 23^ 
of March, 1791 ? 



A He appears in the book. 

^ Look forward to the ift of April, 1791 ; docs Mr. 
Tookc appear by the book to have been prcfent then ? 
A He does. 

^ Do you find a refolution there, ^ that the refolutlons of this 
" Society recommending Paine's bookv * the Rights of Man,* 
" and publiflied in fevcral of the papers, be republiihed inthe fol- 
** lowing, viz. General Evening, Morninp; Poft, World, Englifli 
" Chronicle, Sherbourn, Leeds, York, Briftol, Nottingham, and 
** Birmingham papers Did the Society come to that refolution ? 

jf. Certainly they did ; I fupp'ofe fo, or I (hould not have en- 
tered it there. 

Have you any reafon that enables you to ftatc, one way or 
other, whether thefe refolutions were a<5ually printed in the fi?- 
veral papers which I have now mentioned ? 

jf. I cannot take upon me to fay that they were; very likely 
they might ; the London ones — but I can't poilibly take upon 
me to fay. 

^ Turn to the 9th of March, 1792, you will find a gen- 
tleman there propofed of the name of Joel Barlow ? 
A Yes, 

^ Who was he propofed and feconded by, as appears by the 
book ? 

J. " Joel Barlow, Eft]; author of Advice to the Privileged 
" Orders, propofed as an honorary Member by Mr. Toolce, and 
** fcconded by Mr. Sharpc." 

J^. Go to the 16th of March, 1792, you will find this refo- 
lutiuii: " Ordered that the Secretary return to the Chairman of 
*' the Society at Mancheftcr, the thanks of this Society for his 
*^ communication; at the fame time affuring him that this So- 
" ciety does heartily concur in the above refolution," which is a 
refolution of the Manchcfter Conftitutional Society, figned 
Thomas Walker and Samutl Jackfon ; and, among other tiling?, 
is this ; " That this Society congratulate their Country at lari^e 

on the influence which Mr. Paine's publications appear to 
^ have had in procuring the repeal of fome oppreiSve taxes in 
" the prcfent Scffion of Parliament." You find that, dont you? 

A Yes. 



J. Yes. _ :\ 

^ Then yoit find Che order diat die Seeieliry fb^fM n/MA 
dianks to the Chairnoan? » 
A Yes/ 

WhDfe hand-writing is diis pa|icr (fiiwimg it i»- iMf* 
nefs)^ and whether that is the rough dnft of lb« jwrfbitt ii np 
ivhich you copied ? 

A. This is thfe ttMigh draft, and it is Mr. Tocdoc't IttdU 
writii^. r: 
Who was in die chair at diat nieeting t 
A. Mr, Tooke- 

j^. Look at the meeting of die 23d of Marcln kfjQftn^fM 
bbfervedierediat die Sheffiddrefolvtseh is entered: ^:,'WSid0^ 
^ dare diat we have derived more true knowledge frail jthf -Opg 

works of Mr. Thomas Patne, indded RigMs tt Ifaa, fiit 
^ the firft and feoond, than from any odier audlor on d» VilfBu 
^ The pradice^ as well as die principle of Goveliuninii jlJaM 
^ down, in diofe works, in a manner £> dear and kxtfitih^ 

convincing, that diis Sodetj do hdrd^ refishre g|lte,lkdr 

dianks to Mr. Paine for his two find puUiattiiMi% R^Nl ^ 
^ Man, parts ift and 2d." You ^obferve, at die bottMlv. die 
Secretary returns the thanks of the Society, and dMfe it aftcn- 
try of a refolution : whofe hand-writing is diat? 

A. Mr* Tooke's hand-writing. 

Mr, T09ke. That is my hand-wridng. 

Mr. Attorney General. This is a dnft of a letter -ftat tkM 
anTwer to the Sheffield Society, informing thiem tliejr nMhdA IB' 
corporate their twdve afibciated memliers. ^ 

Mr. mUiam JFoodfall (caUed again) 

Mr. jbtomey GeneraL Whofe handp-writing do joit btlieil 
diat to be ? 

. A I believe the main body of it to be Mr. Tooke^ti k |l 
marked, I fuppofe, to be identified— A draft of a IcMr^ wliMi 
purports, upon the face of it, to be a communicatioii to.be wdi 
to the Sheffield Society, that afibciated widi theoi tpralia tf 
tiicir Members. _ ^ 
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Mr. AtHrntf GeruraL Turn now, Mr. Adams, to the meet- 
ing on the 20th of April, 1792; you find a commujiication 
there from the Three Tuns Tavern, in Southwark. 

-Y. Yes ; there is. 

j^. You find a rcfolution that the thanks of the Society be 
given to the Southwark Society for the following com munication, 
and a refolution that it (hould be publiihed in the papers ? 

J. Yes. 

Does your reooUedtion ferve you whether it was publifhed 
bi ti^ papers ? 

J. It does not ; but probably it was. 

^ Go to the 27th of April, 1792; docs Mr. Tooke appear^ 
by the book, to have been prefent that day? 
J. Yes. 

^ Do you find a letter, addreffed to the Friends of the People» 
iiilelcd ? 
^. Yes. 

j^. Who was in the chair diat day ? 
if. It appears that Major Cartwright was. 
^ Was that letter fent ? 
jf. Yes ; it was. 

^ Look at die 4di of May, 1792 ; does Mr. Tooke appear 
to have been prefent dieii ? 
A. He was. 

^ Have you an entry of reading a letter from die Revolii# 
tion Society at Norwich ? 
A. Yes. 

j^. Is the letter enteral in the book i 
A, Yes. 

j^. Do you find this paflage entered : ^ The Rights of Man, 
^ by Thomas Paine ; and the Advice to the Privileged Orders^ 

by Joel Barlow ; have alfo been read with attention, and dr- 

culated with avidity ; they point out, with cleamefs, moft of 
^ the abufes whidi have accumulated under the Brittfli Go-> 
^ vemment; diey attack with energy moft of cbe prejudices 
« which have tended to perpetuate them."? 

A. Yes* 

Was 
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!^ \V*as Mr. Thomas Paine one of tbe Membettf of ylwr 
Conilitutional Society ? 

A He I believe, an honorary Member. 

^ Did he 2ttc!id pretty frequently, while in England ? 

The books will better tell you than I can — I rather dunk 
he did attend, but not very often, I believe; but the books wiD 
bcttL-r afcurtain that. 

Do you find a refolution upon that 4th of May, 1792^ to 
this eiFed — This Society receives the above mnmiunirariom 
with the moft hcart-tl-lt Ltistaction, and delire eamcftly Co concur 
and to co-o(^r2rc with rhofc Societies ; that is, the Norwich Socie- 
ties, in their laudable object, and that the Secretary infaim themof 
the fame, and of th.c unanimous election of their twelve iBeadwnf 

J, Yes, nearly to thofe words. 

i^. Loolc thoroughly at this, and inform me* whether it is 
the original letter which was read in the Society, upon diat night 1 

A. It has every appearance of it — I cannot (ay that dot is ab- 
folutely the letter. 

Look at the twelve names at the bottom, and fee if thereii 
any hand-writing there that you happen to know } 

j/. Not one. 

You do not know any of the hand-writing that is there? 

Jlir. Tcske, That is my hand-writing. 

Mr, Atizrmy Gtmr::!. Loolc at the fame 4th of Alay, 1 792, 
and tell me, it r. Martin was propofed to be an honorary mem- 
ber by any body, and by whom ? 

A. It appears here that Mr. Martin was propofed an hooonij 
member by Mr. Tooke, and feconded by Mr. Froft, 

J^. Do you remember any letter of thanks coming from Mr. 
Martin to the Society? 

A. I rather think I do. 

^ Look at di2t paper, and tell me, if you know any bod/i 
hand- writing that is in it ? 

A, I cannot take upon me to fay whofc it is. 

Mr. To^kt. There is an interlineation that is mine. 

?dr. AttorKey Genrrj.'. You will be fo good as look at tk 
meeting the nth of May, 1792. Was Mr. Tojkc prefent tf 
' ^t meeting, as appears by the book ? 

jL Yes. 
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A. Yes. 

^ You there have an entry, that thefc fliould be a commu- ' 
nicalion from this Society with the Friends of the Conftitution, 
at Paris, known by die name of the Jacobins f 

A, Yes, 

J^. And an addrefs from the Society of Ac Friends of the 
Conftitution, at Paris, called the Jacobins? 
A, Yes. 

^. Do you remember the refolution paifing, that you fee 
in that book, that the above addrefs be figned by the Ckdr- 
man ; and, that Mr. John Home Tooke be requefted to tranf- 
mit it, with all poffible difpatch, to Mr. Watt, at Paris? ' 

A, There is fucfa a refelution. 

J^. You would not have entered it, unlefi Aat had been 

refolved upon ; ihould you ? 
A. No. 

^ Do you find another refolution, tfiat the addrefs be read a 
fecoiid time, at the next meeting, for publication ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Look at the meeting on the I2th of May, 1792. Is there 
any meeting n^entioned in that book, in which you have inferted 
a letter from Lord John RuiTel ? 

A. I do not remember that there is any fuch letter; Can you • 
refer to the date ? 

J^. The 12th of May, 1792. 

A. I do not remember ever hearing of it 

j^. Go to the iSth of May, 1792. Was Mr. Tooke dien 
prcl'ent, as far as appears by the book ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Do you find the addrefs to the Jacobins ordered to be 
ipubhihed? 

A. It does not appear here ; I do not fee it, at leaft at prc- 
fcnt. - 

If you look on, you will find a letter from Thomas Paine, 
ftatiiig, that he is about to publifli a cheap edition of his two 
parts of the Rights of Man ; and then, that the Society take 
into confidcration the contents of that leuer. Refolved to give 
f/VoL.L K him 
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him thanks, and to fupport him. Do you recoDe^i9)Mdierf}uit 
rdblution paflfd or not ? 
A. Yes. 

Do you obfbrve a reiblutton, that a Coainuttee be ap- 
pointed to enquire into the rumour of this proTccution of Paine^ 
ami to report to the Society at the next meeting? 
A. Yes. 

j^. Are the Committee named ? 
A. Yes, 

J^. What arc their names ? 

A. Mr, Sharpe, Mr. Tuffin^ Mr. Tpok^ Mr. Frofi, Loid 
Daer, Mr. Hull, and Mr. Fitzgerald. 

Do you fee a refolution there, tha( ac^pyof Pftinr's letter, 
together with thefe reibludons, ihould be traniinitjted tOTall- lk 
aflbciatcd Societies in Town and Country ? 

>/. Yes. 

And that 3000 copies of the above tetter ^ fefelMliptf 

ihall be printed for the uTc of the Society? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Were they printed ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to fay, whether they wen|,or noti 
the account-book will tell, I d^ lay. 

^ If YOU look at that paper, you will be able Co tell u|,im 
your bc>ok, whether they were printed or not \ ai^ the addf^ M 
the Jacobins to be paid for by the Society ? 

A. This appears to be pubU{he4 in the paper. 

Go on to the 25th of May, 1793. Do you find tboc t 
refolution, that 6000 more copies of the bills, djurede4 at ^ 
laft meeting, (hould be printed \ that a hundred be lent tD a4 
of the twelve afTociated members of the Sheffield. Conftitutivl 
Societies, a hundred to each of the twelve aiTociatcd nwmbof 4f 
the Norwich Conftitutional Society, two hundred to each of Ai 
other Conftitutional Societies, two hundred to Derby, andM 
hundred to the Society at Bel£ift ? 

A. It is here. 

^. Did that refolution pais? 
^.Ycs. 
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j^. Was Mr. Tooke prefent, as far as appears by the book, 
at the time that pailed ? 

jf. He appears to be prefent, as fu- as the book (hews s his 
name is in the book. 

J^. See wheAcr Aere is an entry of a letter on the fame even- 
ing, the 24th of May, 1792, figncd Thomas Hardy? 

jt. Here it is in the book, the firft of June. 

j^. Did you erer fee Ais paper before ? 

ji. I dare fay I have feen it. 

^ Whofe hand- writing do you believe it to be? 

^. I do not know, upon my oath. 

Whofe hand-writing do you believe It to be? 

jf. I have not the fmalleft idea. 

^ Not even — to your belief ? 

j/. No, not even to my belief. 

^ At the meeting on the firft of June, 1792, does Mr. Tooke 
appear to be prdent ? 
A. Yes. 

^ You find an entry diere, ^ that the Secretary reported, that 
he had (cnt twelve hundred of the printed bills ordeted at 
the Iftft meeting, to die SheflSeld Conftitudonal Society, 
twelve hundred to die Norwich Conftitutional Society, to the 
^ Soudrwark Conftitutional Society two hundred, to the Lon- 
«» ioti CorrcfpOrtdhig Society two hundred, to a perfbn to be for- 
" warded to Derby two hundred, to the Conftitutional Whigs 
two hundred, to the Society at Belpar two hundred.'*— *Did 
you fend them? 

A I have no doubt of it, fhrfn reporting it 
^ You find alfo a refolution — ^ to fend to Mr. Joyce, tQ te 
« forwarded to Birmingham, fix hundred ; to die Society at AId« 
• gate two hundred, to Manchefter twelve hundred, tcr Liver* 
« pod two hundred, to Cambridge five hundred, and four hun- 
^ dred to be diftributed among the Societies in the neighbour- 
« hood of GIafgow.**-^Do you remember diat refolution bcbg 
wme to, to diftribute thefe copies of the cheap e^tioa ot the 
Hights of Man ? 
• A. 1 have no doubt but it was* 



J^. You find a letter of the London CorreTprndii^g Societyt 
tlic fame date, figned Margarot and Hardy ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Do you find an order there, in thcfe words : « Tint 
faid letter be publifhed in fuch ncwfpapers as will receive. 
•* advertifements of this Society." ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Go to the meeting of the isth of June > Who was 

the chair? 

A. Mr. Tooke was in the chair. . 

J^. See whether there is a minute, that there was read a le 
from the London Correfponding Society, ftating^ that they 
opened a fubfcription for the defence of Paine, and that t 
wifhed that fix of their members might be afTociatcd widi 

Society ? 

^ A. Yes. 

J^j You will be able to tell me, perhaps, whether this [fin 
ing it to the ivitnefs) is not the letter that came, and whcl 
this is the figiiature of Thomas Hardy, or of any body eHe, s 
whonl ; and look at the body of the letter, and tell me^ if ; 
know the hand-writing in the body of the letter diflFerent fi 
the general contents of it ? 

A, 1 never faw Hardy write in my life, as I recoUeft^ i 
very different from what I have feen ofFcred to me as his k 
writing in general. 

j^^. Then you do not know, either whofe hand-wridng 
body of It is, or whofe hand-writing the interlineation is? 

Mr. Tooke. The interlineation of *^ and that knowledge, 
m^ie. 

Mr^ Attorney General You fijid an order, ftating, dial 
Secretary was to inform the Secretary of the London Cc 
Iponding Society, that the Society received their propotsdi 
pleafure, and were willing to admit fix of their members, d 
they wbuld acknowledge to be aflbciated members.— I)o 
ifccollefl that paflage ? 
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* 'Do you reoolleft the letter of die London Carrefponding 
Society, and the two laft refolutions, being ordered to be pub* 
lifted in the newfpapers ? 

jf. It is mentioned here. 

^ See if there is a refolution there^ ^ That twelve thoufand 

copies of Mr. Paine's letter, dated the 6th of June, 1792, to, 
** Mr. Secretary Dundas, be printed by the Society, for the 

purpofe of being tranfmipted to our correfpondents through- 
^ out Great Britain, and that a Committee be appointed to 

direa the (kmc." i 

jf. There is fuch a letter. 

Does it appear who are the Committee ? 
: ^. Yes; Mr.Tooke, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Chatfield, Rev. Mr 
Joyce, Mr. Symonds, and Mr. Froft. 

^ Inform me, if you know whofe hand-writing diat minute 
is, that ordered the twelve thoufand copies to be publiihed ? 

• jt. It is Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

Go to the lad of June, 1792$ was Mr^ Tooke prefen 
Aen, as &r as appears by the book i 
A, He was. 

Who was in the chair that day ? 
. A, Mr. Froft. 

Have you an entry, " A member reported, that an 
^ information was filed againft Mr. Paine, for his publication of 
« the Rights of Man."? 
. A. Yes there is. 

And that a fubfcription entered Into for him, be enteredf 
into a feparate part of the book, and be received by Mr. Bonney, 
his Solicitor? 

A. It runs thus — " Ordered that the fubfcription entered Into 
«* for the benefit of Mr. Thoroas Paine, be entered in a fe- 
^ parate part of the book) and kept open for the members of 

this Society." 

Look to the 29th of June, 1792, you find diere, that 
^e Committee who had been appointed, rcjxnted a plan of 
diftribu^ion of twelve thoufand copies of Mr. Pained letter to 
V* Mr, 
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jf. I do not know. I had not ^ iBiWwH^i #Ml| 
believe. r ^ j 

YoM piW <br priad|^lhgtiB>ifa fcr iM lH wt i M "' 

JipqMptlbdievcf . ' :.:;r 

^ Yef I it appears ibheie. . , 'i ; .^r. a-*'- 

i^. Tumtothenmting of the lyh ff Jijib t7ifc«»illM 
it is ftaied fix Gendemea, i i jwmn w n jti^v^jfr tit 

^ London CorreTponding Society, were ekMJ^ 
deAed upon diat dayaccordii^ to jour fwfliJShWM ^ .> ^ V 
j£ Yes* . ...--J xtfijii 

I^tD AtoiCftiiigorilie jA of 
Mr. Tooke present upon ^ d$7, apcocdinc tttlkt 
WpUe^Kpn? '.vT/ 
^. His mme is heie. ,m i 

Do you find an entry-i^ Real • kMv 
« Itttional Whig^ Independent^ and Vrimk oT iM 
^ companicd with fifty copies of a kfMr OfMliWHBAMIb.tHi 
» from the Friends of Freedom at Cherboorg/'f . .4^ ili \ 

^ Do you remember that letter being read} itOMi^JLiliifirfb 
have been read| as it is entered? • f .v^ 

^ If itiseni9red» itmiiftbimbetAicidt. / ^..bl iIl 

^ Gq to the izth of O^ber, 1799^. do 
« Read Mr. Barlow's letter to the Nadoni 
^ Ffance,**?- . .. 

^ Yes, „^ ^. 

J^. Was Mr. Tooke pre&nt at this meeting? >i 

jf. His naoae is here* • 
W«Mr.Mairtiapn^i|S«qrw«{^^ 

-'^ Yes. .... -li,; ■ 

Jg: Mr.Richtcr? ^.-*-..«r 

Yes. , 
J^. Mr. jojcc? ' • ... . A J* 
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Do ydtt remember receiving a letter from Mr. Barlow 
with that book, called his letter to the National Convention of 
France? 

{ A. I dare (ay fO| becaufe the letter is entered* 

^ Do you fijjd a refolution there— ^ that Mr. Sturch be 
^ requefted to draw up an anfwer to the letter of Mr. Barlow^ 
* expreffing haw much pride this Society feel at having cleded 
^ him an honorary member?" 

A, Yesu 

Did duct refolution pais? 

A. Yes. 

Do you remember receiving an addrcfs from the National 
Convention to your Society? 
A. Yes. 

^. Was it read and entered ? 
A. Yes, 

^ Look to the meeting of Ae 19th of Odober, 1792, and 
inform me who was in the chair ? 

A. MnTooke, 

Does it appear at that meeting diat an anfwer to Mr* Joel 
Barlow was produced and approved, and ordered to be publiflied 
with his letter ? 

A. Yes, it appe^urs fo. 

Does it appear from your book, ahd is it ftat a 
Committee was appointed that night to confer widi the Dele- 
gates of th^ Correfpotiding Society upon the addrefi of th^ 
National Convention of Frai)te ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Who formed that Coipmittee^ was Mr, Tooke otiT of 
them? 

A, Yes, h^ appQSirs one of die CoMmitte^ upon the back* 
Look to the meeting of the %bdx of OAober, i*}^^ ; you 
find that you read a report of the Conunittee appointed at Ac 
}aft meeting ; it is entered by the book that you did (b ? 

A^ Yes, 

^ Is the&ft-thatyMdldfq? 
vf. Nq doubt, 

K4 



^ Do you find a refoludom — ^ That it js the Qpinioa.-c 
Committee, that the furpok of the addrcfs drawn up ^ 
London Correfponding Society would be better wl 

^ by feparate addrefles than by one joint addrefs^" look ; 

fecond of November, fee if i( is ;here i 
A. I do not fee it, 

J^. Does Mr. Tooke fippear to I^ve l?een preient vp< 
26thof Oaober? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Go to the 9th of November, 1792, does Mr, Tool 
pear to have been prefent then ? 
A. Yes. 

There is entered then an addrefs frqm the Socie 
Conftitudonal Information to the National Caiiventh 
France? 
A, There is. 

^ Was that addrefs read and apprqved of at that me 
according to your recollection ? 
A. I believe it was. 

Do you find a refolution therer— ^ That. Barlqi 
^ Froft be deputed by the Society to prefent the addrefs 
" Society at the bar of the National Convention in FrsMxre 
J. Yes. 

Did that refolution pafs ? 
\ ^ Ye?. 

^ Do you find that Bf^rlow and Froft having acpept 
above deputation, the Sociefy thank them for it \ 

A. Yes ; nearly in thofe words. 
Did that pafs ? 
' >. 'Yes. 

^. Do you find an entry there— « That a fqbfcript 
opened for affifting the efforts of France in the cau 
.fi-(;edom." ? 
' ^ Vcs. 

^ Was fuch a fubfcription opened in the Society ? 
A. There never was but ow that I rccolfc^ and ths 
afterwards. 
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^ Go to the meeting of the 14* of December, 17921 
docs Mr, Tooke appear to have been prefcnt at that meeiiugJ 
A Yes. 

^ Mr. Bonney? 
J, Yes. 

^ Mr. Martin ? 
J. Yes. 
^. Mr. Kydd ? 
J. Yes. 

^ Mr. Richter? 

j1. I do not fee his name. 

j^. Mr. Holcrofc? 

J. Yes. 

^ Mr. Joyce? 

J, Mr. Joyce's name, I believe, docs not appear. 
J^. You will find there — Read a printed addrefs from 
^ Manchcftcr.'* 
J. Yes. 

Do you find on the lame day—" Refolved that <Mie hun- 
^ dred tbou^uid copies of the (kme be prujted by this Society, 
^ and diftributed to their correfpondents in Great-Britain and 
« Ireland,"? 
J. Yes. 

Was that refolution come to? 
A It was pafled. 

^ Can you tell me whofe hand-writing the refolution is, 
if I fhew it you ; if you look forward you will fee an addrefi 
from the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality fitting 
at Lafin ? 

J. Yes. 

Was that letter read ? 

A I do not think it was read, it was in French ; if I le-i 
|olle£t fome gentleman read part of it, and it was put afide. 

^ How came that entry to be made ? 

A I do not know why it was made ; it was mere matter of 
courier I believe it y(iis begun tp be read, but they did not 

ihiid^ 
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Aink it worth wh3e to go through it, I Ixlierc, at fiu- )Ik I 

recolle£L 

Go on» you will find a letter from the Society of die 
Friends of Liberty and Equality at Macon, that was ordevdi to 
be entered on the minutes of the Society ? 
A* Yps J but that was never read. 

There is a blank left in the book for it? 
A. Yes. 

On the next meeting, die 2ift of December yiw will 
find a refolution that fome Gcndemen fliould be a Coou 
mittce for foreign corrcfpondcncei Mr* Tooke and otfieis \ 
A. Yes. 

J^. Was Mr. Tooke prefent when that reloludon was ceine 
to on the 2 1 ft of December, 1 792 ? 

A. Yes, as fiir as appears by die book; I cannot take iifon 
me to fny that he was. 

J^. Who arc the perfons that were named to be ite Cam- 
mittce of foreign correfpondence \ 

A. Mr, Tooke, Mr. Moore, Mr. Watt, Mr, GcfaU, Mr. 
Kydd, Mr. Reader> Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Tuflin, adJ Larf 
Sempil. 

Look back to the entry of the 4th of May, 179a, and'toB 
me who Mr. Gerald was propofed and fcconded by as 9 tteabcr 
of this Society ? 

A. Propofed by Mr, Tooke, and feconded by Mr. Froftt 
^ Go to the meeting of die j8th of January,. 1793^^ k»^ 
Mr. Tooke appear tx> have been prefent on that day i 
A* He does on the book. 

4^. Do you find a refolution thereabout Cirizen St, Aqdrc? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Did that refolution pafs ? 
^. Yes. 

^ I underftand your Society to have been held abiM|( w% 
a week ? 
^. It was. 

J^. Do you find Mr. Tooke prefent on the %^ of ^mmfi 

aft far as appears upon the books \ 

4. Yes. 
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j^. Was Mr« Martin there that day? 
A. Yet. 

WasMr,Wardlc Acre that day? 
A. Yfs. 

J^. Mr. Holcroft? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Bonneyf 
A. Yes. 

J^. Do you find two lefiilutioits dierc about Citi^ Barrttt 
and Citiwi Rolan4 f 
A. Yes. 

j^. Were thofe refolutions come to at that meeting ? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Go to jdic firft of February, 1793; was Mr. Tooka 
prefent at that meeting, as far as appears by the book ? 
Yes. 

^ Dki you find a reiblutien diere about reading a cjr« 
AukiT litteF from tbe Sheffield Society ^ Gonititutional Ix^ 
formation ? 
Yes. 

J^. Did that pafe? 
^ Yes. 

J^. Upon^the isth of Febnury, 1793, was Mr. TocAe prefent 
lhat day? 

A. By the books he was^ 

^ Do you remember the refblution about die ipeeches of St 

Andre and Barrere \ 
A. Yes, 

^ At die meeting on die 15th, there was a letter from die 
Society for Conflitutional Information at Binningham rea4 in 
which they fay, ^ our Society requeft the favour of your ad- 
^ mitting the following twelve perfons whofe names are fab- 
^ fcribcdr? 

A. Yes. 

J^. Was diat letter read ? 

A^ No doubt U was, by iu bdi^ entare^ 



4^. You do not know Che hand^wntiiig of tte^r^HMMST Ik 

A. I do not indeed. ;,nr- .ri/I ecW ..^Sr*. 

^ Look at the meeting on die \%^<Jt Mardb^USXi 
was Mr. Tooke prcfent 4)cnj ■ . . :. li ' '-It % 

A. Yes. . .. y \ 

Do you find a refolution in the book-M(.;;|3|M 4l»^«|M 
^ of the Society (hould be given to Jod BailoiWy M^T^jl^ 
« Froft, for their conduft in the preieotatia|i^^;4p0 hUM^^ 
<^ this Society to the National Convention of FianoeaiMdj||lt 
%}Af.SxdSi be ailurcd that m ^m^ ^ iMhili lyftj ll ^^ 
^ but encreaied by the profecutions and pflfi||MfMi9lMEfc|ift 
^ faithful, and due difcharge of that commiffion may ViM 

A. It is entered here. ^. l Y 

^ Did that refolution p^frf j lo li. ! r» m^X > 
Yqs, ■ . ^„ . .. .'i.; ; JA? V:. J 

Now for a moment juft look back to the. i8|||0fj|ig% 
1792, and teU me if ^ i^-Wr iMIfft Sttt^a^jd^ 
« in^ii^r. 9f ^ $9ci9ty, ^:ld>9 yrgjpWu inli^iHiM 

j/. He was propofed by Mr. Tooke, and fcoondedf^ lb 
Froft. \ / . . . • .vj. . 

J^. Now go to the J2th of April, 1793, you wUbipftiB 
entry tbere,-^ jRead an afffifep. #refie4 to be. prqppiyd .t a ^ 
* letter received from the Political Societies in Norwkk^ ' Ail 
a refolution that the anfwcr be (ent by the. SepfMry %\#ej|Se^ 
^rftJIcies of the iaid Societies* ^afi,|^ mTwcc . tet^/fM^ 
letter read? . . ; 

A. Yes. y 
. ^ Did you (ln4 the aufweKa^g-eed to be iffifr oi tjbsit^tfqfi 

^ Mofl likely I did. ... 
. Was Mr. l^ooke prefent dien i . . j * « 

A" He ftppears upon the boqjL. ^ ' ir * 

^ Was a gentleman of the name of Vaughaa^iiftat?iBi 

^y -^ . V 

A. It appears here that he was, but wby^ he isf j 
not know, for he is ijpt a mcmbcf of |tbc ^pcipty^ 



J^. Go on to the aSdi of June, 1793 ; was Mr. Bonncy 
prclent dut day i 
' A. It appears fa 
J^. Mr. Martin? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Joyce ? 
^. Yes. 

^ Was Mr. Yorke prefent ? 
if. Yes. 

Look back to the 21ft of June, and tell me if Mr. 
Tooke, and Mr. Yorke, were both prefent then, as £u: as appears 
by the book ? 

A. Yes ; as &r as appears by the book. 

Should you have put them down if they had not been 
prefent fomc part of the time ? 

A. No; if they had not been prefent fome part. 
' Look to the 25th of OAober, 1793; does Mr. Tooke 
appear to have been prefent on Aat day ? 
A. Yes. 

Do )*ou obferve an entry, " Mr. Sinclair read a letter, 
with an addrefs from Mr. Skirving, Secretary to the Conven- 
" tion of the Friends of the People in Scotland, to the Sccre- 
« tary of the London Correfponding Society." 
A. Yes. 

Was that letter read ? 
A. Yes ; I fuppofe fo by^e entry. 

You find a refoludon about an Extraordinary General 
Meeting, did that alfo pafs, according to your general belief ? - 
A. Yes. 

j^. Proceed to the 6th of December, 1793 ; was Mr. Tooke 
prefent upon that day, as far as appears upon the book ? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Is there a refolution on that day — " That a General 
" Meeting of the Society be called for the fccond Friday in 
" January next, for the purpofe of confideringv the important 
* letters received from the delegate Mr. Sinclair." 
. . • . A Yes. 



JiYtS. ... .V. . ■:• 

Is there a reibludon— «^ Tint a ComnftW jiiiai Vi 

pointed to correfpond with their ddcgite Mu fSimUtl^ V ' 
J. Yes. \r.r • . .1 

^ Were thofe refolutions come W? .V 

jf. YC9. tXf^X ^. 

You were prefent upon die 28th of M«d^ 1794^^ \> 
JL Yes. ■ ^ : - vjY /-W Ti^ 

^ Was Mr. Tooke prefent, ai far as appewft on fhailfcft 

. ^ Yes* ' -I : ■jlo^rl ' 

^ Mr. Bponc-yi ./f.-l '- K-* /..-rJiT 

-^ 'Yes* * ' »^<*K-!^P' . 

^ Mr. Joyce ? - , t • ■ ^.oV > 

-i^L Yes. 
^ Mr. Kydd? 

J. Yes. :j J ^ .u^ \ 

J^Do^JrOurettieniberrthe HfUuthm to enftirt' 
Thomas Hardy, upon the iMtocflf jte ffaumiis 
Citizen? ..jV 
, Yes ; it ai^ieart bei<. r ?— / olf *« 

^ Is it entered f ' - • : - 

A. Yti. ■ ' 7, V - 

^ Were you pnrfent it a MeMiiig of A» 44r fli^ii|i% 

1794.? ^.--r 

jf. Yes. . •/ 

^ Was Mr. Tooke prefent Ifaeikf - • : V ¥ Jc 

A He appears in the book. . - * i^z/i ^* 

J^-Mr. Bonney ? i n isW' 

A Yes. .'-/r 

j^. Mr^ Jofce? . ' /r*.tiiH''<l 

YeSi r" rt »: in'-l*^ 

i^. Mr. Hardy? . V 

U£ YCS« ' i jt ^j m 

Mr.Kydd? / -^^.wj^* 

if. Yes. . . K 

J^Mr.Richter? . 
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i^. Is it inferted any vbeitf 
jf. It certainly was not. 

^ You have been afked, whether on the firft of ij^ri^ 17^, 
the Society did come to that reiblution; to which you anfwer 
z% appearji by the books, yes. — What did you UDderfland when 
you were alkcd, whether the Society came to that r d blution^ 
had you any determinate notion of the perfons meant by the 
word Sociity \ when the Attorney General alked you, whether 
the Society did a particular thing, and you have anfwered, yes, 
bccaufe you find it in the books; could you, if aiked, explain 
who were the individuals meant by the word Snieiyf 

A. I could not. 

5 J^. Then 
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^ Then at all times when you an(wered> that dw So&ty 
iid fiich a thing, ail that you mean to iay was> that lame per- 
fbns, but you do not know who, did ib ? 

jf. Yes; certainly. 

^ There is a great deal of intelligence gained bjr A«.~Tlien 
you have been afked many queftions about the names of tbofe who 
propofcd certain members in the Society— did you^ or did you 
not know, tliut in the year 1790, I was a candidate to lepre* 
(bit the city of Weftnii niter in parliament? 

A Yes. 

i^. Do you not fuppofe, that in confequence of that many 
pcrfons might apply to mc to be propofed as membefs- of that 

Society ? 

A. Very likely; but I do not know. 

^ Yoxi have been afked, whether Mr. Vaughan was prc- 
fcnt at a certain meeting of the Society, you (lid he was not a 
member ; but it was (aid he was a vificar 2 did the Soorty ad- 
mit of vifitors i 

A No. 

^ He often dined, I fuppofe, at the dinner-dub, as mnf 
other gentlemen did i 
A. Yes ; he did. 

^ You were juft now aflced, whether I did not appear to 
have been prefent, on the 25th. of Odober, I793> wheniic* 
folutlon was paiTcd relative to the delegates — you anfwcnd| 
that it appeared by the books I was — but you (brgot^ you bcfixe 
declared, that though I appeared by the books to be prefent, joo 
knew I was not prcfcht, at that time ? 

A. You certainly was not prei'eiit. 
■ j^. You iaid circutnitances led you to know that I was xut 
•prefent, at tliat time ? 

A. Yes. 

*. Air. Attorney General. Do you mean to fay Mr. Tooke W 

not prefent at any part of that evening ? 
A. No ; I do not mean to tiy that. 

Lvrd Chief "Jufiice Eyre. Gentlemen, it (eems the parpofc 1 
of this long examination has been only to Ihew, that tbofc arifb 
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which are entered in this book, were real tnmfa^tions of diofe 
people who call themfelres the Society for Conftitutional la^ 
ibrmatioii, cdrififting fometimes of one fet of people^ and fome- 
times of another : they have not read them to you for the pur* 
pofe of your marking the contents of thein as yet ; but in order 
to entitle them to read them, it was neceflary to go into diis 
examination. 

(Hje following entriii wen read firom the books ofthi Confli-^ 
tutional Society.) 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
« held at the Secretary's houfe, Tookc's-court, Chancery-Ian^ 
" Friday, 23d of March, 179 1. 

« PRESENT, . 
^ Dr. Edwards, in the chairs 
« Mr. Cooper, Mr. H. Tooke, Mr. Cooper (Maflcbfefter) Mr, 
" Sharpe, Mr. B* Hollis, Mr. J. . Adams, Mr* Favell, Mr. 
« Tuffln, Mr- Froft. 

<^ Refolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. 
« Thomas Paine, for his moft mafterly txx>k, intituled * The 
^ Rights of Man,' in which not only the malevolent fophiftrics 

of hireling fcribblers are dete^ed and expofed to merited ridi- 

cule, but many of the moft important and' beneficial political 
«^ truths are ftatcd, in a manner fo irrefiftibly convincing, as to 
^< promife the acceleration of that not very diftant period^ when 
^ ufurping borough fellers, and profligate borough buyers, fliaU 

be deprived of what they impudently dare to call their pro- 
^ perty — -the choice of the rcprefcntatives of the people. 

^ The Conftitutional Society cannot help easprefling their ia«. 
** tisfiidion that fo valuable a publication has proceeded from a 
<^ member of that Society ) and they fincerely hope that the 
^ people of England vrill give that attention to the fubjefb di(^ 

cuiTed in Mr. Paine's treatife, which their manifeft importance 
« fo juftly deferve." 

<^ Refolved, That the foregoing reibludons, and all future pro« 
^ ceedings of this Society, be reguiariy tranfmitted, by the Secre^- 

VoL. I. L " tary. 



tiffy^ to fiii bur mntlpondmg CwdHiaMtnJ BMftdfetf fa lif- 
•^Jlefolvedy That die abore TcMuMm b& | 

Rcibtviid, THat the Semtarf ^ 4efii«4 IB^ 

Terohitions to Mr* Paine/* ' " 



*^ at the Secretary's houfc, Tookc*s^coiuty Chaqp lajfjll^rj ^ , - 

PRESENT, , 
^ Riehard Sharper, £fqr m.fhe ^taixy . / _ 
* Count Zcnolno, Mr. Favell, lltrJI^^XiiwvCTi ^r^^^'j^iiiij 
" Mr. Tookc, Mr. Cooper^ (Man^j^) l^. TlM^Jk. 
« Edwards, Mr. . Brand Hoffis* . ^ 

ReMvcdi That, die reMutioKl of this Society^ tccam- 
piendiiig Mr- Paine's book, * The Jbights gf H^t^' 
lilhed in fevcral of the papers, be n-pubHAied m die ' 
ing; General Evening, Morning Po(K Woikl, 
Cbrooicle, Sherborne, Leeds, Y| 
aiid BmninghamJ 
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-Sfr. Tbmas Chafman^ ((Worn/ , . 
Examined by Jifr* G^rrmv^ ^ s.j,^^ 

4L' W«re yMac<iuainted mifa Mr* ThonMPldu^ lbr«iir 
<yf the Si^tB^f -Man? . . j • 

I was. . V-!, - 

^ Look at diis book (flawing h u «b wiimfi^ mJL li 
me whether you printed or publiAied dati-work^for .Mr#'VMttit 
Jt, I printed it for Mr* Paine. - ' -' jL : 

j^. It is tfce firft part of die RighU of Mkn f : * i. . . ,r 
j^- YeSv • ii • L i.■•i.■ 

/^. Had you, in the progrefe of publication, ixpf^ 9otMttui^ 
::fens wkh die audi^r i^KMi the fubjcd } . i 

I bad. • , i ijir* 
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[The Extracts from the Flrjt Part of the Rights of Man^ read,) 
[Fide Hardy* s Triaty vol. li. page 14.] 

Mr. Garrow, Mr. Adams is ncJt hefcj we will, if your Lord- 
fliip pleafcs, read an entry de bene ejfe^ from the books of the 
Conftitutional Society of the 22d of July, 1791; 

Tocke. My Lord^ there is not a ti^ord thsy haVe proved 
that I am not ready to admit againft myfelf ; it wiU (ave a grtat 
d'jal of time, if they will lay before me that which they have 
dill to bring, bccaufe I perceive their conduA Is honourable. I 
was afraid, when I came into this Court, that there was per^ 
jury to be brought againft me— I have been fufpe^ed to be ft 
traitor, but I fee nothing but what is honourable : let them fhcw 
mc the paper, and I will admit every thing* 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. There is no obje£Uon tO reading 
that cxtradl, de bene effey till Adams comes. I have repeatedly 
(aid, that I will not bind down die prifoner by any admiflions. 

Mr. Tookei, I beg pardon-^I fay it wouM be poiEUe if the 
Jury were not very attentive, by hearing a great maity things 
pro\ ed, to make them think that they were things of confe- 
c]ULnt e, bccaufe they were proved j I would rather they fliould 
t;ike thein as admitted, and fee what they are ; for I am feirful 
thc*y fliouId believe, that it would be impoflible for an Attorney 
and Solicitor General to wafte hours and hours in proving thofe 
things which I am willing to admit ; and that they will really 
think they have weight, when I know they hare not. 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre. At prcfcnt nothing will be read 
but that which is in proof, ahd every thing in proof will be 
read ; hitherto thofe proceedings have not been read, they have 
only been examined to for the purpofe of identifying them, and 
fli jwing that they were real tranfad^ions of die perfons who 
c jrnpofe this Society — what they are, is to be feen when they 
arc read ; the queftion we were upon was, whether it was right 
or not, to read this one paper de bene effc^ till Mr. Adams comes 
to prove it \ to that extent I fee no objection, 

L % {ne 
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« A t a Meeting held at the Secnfary't hgafe, Tooltt'b Cenit^ 
« Chancery Lane, Friday, aid Jtdy» 1791 ; 

« PRES£NTf 
« Mr. Froft in tho chairs . 

Mr- Jeremiah Batley; ftemtni Dr«TiilmS| llfr-SoMfef l 
. « Mr. J. Adams; Mr. B. Cooperi Mr. 1. U Biiiejri Mr. 

^ Satchel; Mr.Buih; Mr.Fkines tod DgSfl^ Ed tp w i fc 
Refidved, That the original and tfanlhAidB'«r)itf iidi^ 

communicated by die Rerererfd Dr. ToWeri^ ttatifiSf't^ 
« detyof Nantes, beentmdinthelKMdadrtllfe 



« The fiee CitfaBena fiom dit banks of *e» Lofatt^ nliil 
«^ their teftimonies of brotherhood and of g oo d wM I fgi^ttl 

noble fons of liberty who inhabit Ae happy IhiM dia 
« Thames. 

Whilft an impotent band of die hS&otm me aahdy 
ployed in the heart of France, and the pffond Mohfca m 
^ carrying the pdfon of their calumny into ^trript fMf) 
*^ whilft the Friefts are labouring to rekindle^ by Aair petiea- 
dal breath, die cxtinguiibed torch of fimaticiim ; and Ike iii 
« of our fun£tionaries has given to die peopk dm ^estttopkef 
^ diiregarding his oath, our wilhes and our fenrinafcat»kil» 
^ towards you, generous (hungers, who are engaged in cdfr- 
^ brating the French Revolution — a happy pvefiige of the le- 
^ volution of die world !. But why (pak wt of yo|i ai cf 
^ ftrangers ! you are our friends, and our brethrai : th ofe ^aly 
^ are ftrangers to us who deiert them, and who excite wan m 
^ order to perpetuate their tyrannical dominion^ and to riftt 
the chains of mtions. The decrees which have eflabliM 
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the French liberty have been like tha trumpet founding the 
^ refurredion of the world: at our voice the nations have 

raifed dieir degraded fronts ; tyrants have turned pale upon 
^ their thrones ; and, fuch is the probable of this great 

^ Revolution, that in a (hort time nothing will be remaining 

of them but the forrowful and fhameful remembrance of their 
^ faults, and of their crimes. Let the great ultra Montane 

Bramah excommunicate us ; his impotent thunders will only 
" ferve to enkindle die fires i;^ich in France confume his 

effigy. We defire to live in the feme communion with all 
^ the friends of peace and of liberty ; and the oppreflbrs of die 
^ people are, in our eyes, the only fchifinadcs. Widi what in- 

expreffible pleaTure have wc feen your brave couiitrymen, our 

happy precurfors in the cauie of liberty, who refide in France^ 
^ enrolling themfelves under our ftaiklards, and augmenting the 
^ number of the members who compofe diofe Sociedes, formed 
" on the pure principles of ddzenfhip, of which you were the 
^ firft inftijtutors, and which are the unfhaken column of our 
^ fubiime conftitudon^ Whenr a icw years are elapfed, we 
^ (hall fee die two firft nations of the eardi, England and France, 
^ united together in a holy league, to avenge the human race of 

thofe unpuniibcd outrages which have difgraced it during fo 
^ many ages. 

<^ Generous Britons, love us, and unite yourfelves widi us, 
^ and the world will be free and happy. 

(Signed) « FRANCIS, Prefidcnt. 
« Ai«//x, July s, « SAVENEAU, Ex-Sec. 

1791 « HUGUES HARDORIIN, 

w Perpetual Secretary/ ' 

^ To the Friends the Conflitution comprehending Jhree 
^ Societies^" 



Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Q)apman^ 
Crofs-cxamincd by Mr, Toole* 

^ I know you arc a very rcligicqs man, and that you often 
read in the Bible, I dcfirc you to tell me whether you have never 
found in that book, which you venerate fo ipuch, expreffions 
that you would not ufe before your family ? 

J. I do not kn(3w that there is any portion of fcripture tlia( 
I would not at all times read to my family. 

Do you not recoiled cxprefTions in that beft of all boob 
that you would not chufe to read before your wife and daugh^ 
ters, or fufFer others to read ? — I do not repeat them^. becaufe 
I dare fwear the Bench, the Jury, and every man who ever 
read the Bible, will rccolledl certain cxpreflions, which, for the 
fake of decency, he would not chufe to u(e before a fionily.— I 
do not chufe to mention them. 

^. There are portions of fcripture which in the cftimation of 
men may be confidcrcd as indecent, but in my notion there ii 
uo part of God's word that has any indecent cxprciHon in it. 

J^. But you would nqt chufe to read that part to your wib 
and daujrhters ? 

jf. No, I fliQuld not appropriate thofe parts particularly. 

Air. Tookc. You have been called to prove Mr. Paine's books, 
and, out of a great deal, fmall portions of it have been rcadj md 
foyou might read certain p:;rts of xh^ Bible- 

Lord Chief Jufltcc Eyre, That is not a proper fubje6l to ex- 
amine the witnefs to, it is obfcrvation upon the evidence, and 
certainly it is an obfcrvation that dcfcrvcs attention ; but it is 
obfcrvation. 

Mr. Tooke. 1 thank your Lordfhip, that is not the fort of 
indulgence I protefted againft. If I have done vvrong I beg 
your Lordfhip's parilon. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. I only wifhcd to fct you right, 
without fpcalciiig with any af^.erity. 

Mr. Tooke. I have Ken but forty years a ftudcnt, when 
I fhall come to be called to the bai- I hope I fhall kjiow 
better, 

7*is 
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yohn Thompfcfty (fworn) 
Examined by Mr, Law, 
J^. Are you a mcflTenger ? 
j£ I am clerk to a publiooffice at Whitechapel. 
J^. Did 70U find this paper (Jbewing it to tifi witnefi) 
amongil Mr« Tdoke'9 papers at Wimbledon i 
idii 

(hwofrcaJ,) 

^ Addrefs and declaration of a jele€t mteting of the frumU of 
" univerfal peace and liberty^ The following addrefs and 
declaration to our felh'OJ citizens was agreed on^ /lad ordered 
^ to be publijbei 

^ FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 

At a moment like the prefent, when wilful mifreprefcnta- 
* tic"^ are induftrioufly fprcad by the partifans of arbitrary 
" power, and the advocates of paflive obcdiente and court 

government, we think it incumbent upon us to declare to^thc 
^ world our principles and the motives of our condaft." We 
•* rejoice at the glorious event of the French Revolution. If it 

be aflccd, what is the French Revolution to us ? "We anfwcr 

(as has been already anfwcred in another pfece*)" it is 
^ MUCH to us as men, much to us as Englifhmen— r-as meu 
" who rejoice in the freedom of twenty-five millions of our 

fellow-beings ; we rejoice in the pro(pe£l which fujA a mag- 

nificent example opens to the world; we congratulate- the 
^* French nation for having laid the axe to the root of tyranny, 

and ercfting a govemment on fhe facred hereditary rights of 
^ »7tf»-T-rights whifh appertain to all, and not to any one more 
** than to another. We know of no human authority fuperior 
^ to that of a whole nation ; and we profcfs and proclaim it as 

our principle, tha^ every nation has at all tfmes an inherent 
" indcfepfible right to conftitute and cftablifti fuch Government 

for itfelf as beft accords with its difpofition^ inter^ft, and 

happincfs. 

- P^cjarstion of the volumcerf of Bclfatf. 

L 4 ^ As 
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*^ As Engliflnnen we alfo rejoice, becaufe wc are immeJiaielf 

interefted in the French Revolutioii; without enquiring into 

the jnftice, on either fide, of the reproodiful diarges of jn- 
^ trigue and iMnbidon which the En^ifli and French Coqtts 

have conftantly made on each other: we confine oofielm to 
^ this obfervation, that if the Court of France qn^y was in 
^ £uilt, and the numerous wars which have difturbed both 

countries are chargeable to her alqne, that (kurt now difis 
^ no longer, and the caufe and die confecjuence muft ceafe to- 
* j^ther. The French, therefore, by die revolution they have 

made, have conquered for us as well as for theififdveS) if it 
** be true that their Court only was in fault, and ours nevcTf 
On this ftate of the qafe, ffae French Revolution immtdi- 

ately concerns i|S. We are opprefled with a known national 
^ debt, a burden pf taxes, and an expenfive adminiftratkxi of 
V' Government, beyond thofe of any people in the world ; we 
^ have alfo a very numerous poor; and we hold that the moral 
^ obligation of providing for old age, help}e(s infancy» ani 
** poverty, is far fupcrior to that of fupplying the invenid 

wants of courtly extravagance, ambition, and intrigue. Wc 

believe there is no inftance to be produced, bi^t in England, 

of ieven millions of inhabitants, which make but little moct 

than one million of families, paying yearly sevehteev 
*^ MiL|.iON$ of pxes. As it has always been held out by all 

adminiftrations that the rciUcfs ambition of the Court of 
^ France rendered this expcnce neccflary to us for our om 

defence, we confcquently rejoice, as men deeply interefted in 
^ the French Revolution, bccaufc it affords to us a liibftaotiil 
^ ground for lefTening the enormous load of our own burdem 
<^ and taxes : that Court, as we have already iaid, exifts m 
^ longer, and confcquently ^he (amc enprmous cxpeiiccs need 

not continue to us. 

Thus rejoicing, as yrt finccrcly do, both as m^en and| Eng- 
^< lifhmen, as lovers of univerfal peace and freedom, and as 

friends to our own national profi>crity and a /cdudion of our 
" public expences, we cJinnQt but cxprefs our aftonifliinent 

that any part, or any members of our own Government (hojU 

rcpror 
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^ reproVate the extinfiion of that viry power of France, or wilh 
^ to fee it reftored, to whofe influence they formerly attributed 
" (whilft they appeared to lament) die enormous increafe of 
^ our own burdens and taxes : What dien are they forry that the 

pretence for new opprefSve taxes, and the occafion for oon^ 
^ tinuing many <^ taxes, will be at an end ? If fo, and if It is 
^ the policy of Courts, and Court-Government, to prefer enc- 
^ mies to friends, and a fyftem of war to that of peace, as af- 
^ fording more pretences for places., offices, penfions, revenue, 
^ and taxation, it is bigh dme for the people of every nadoii 
^ to look widi circuinfpe£Uon to their own interefts. 

^ I'hofe who fay the expence, and not thofe v/ho participate 
^ in the emoluments arifing from it^ SM^e the perfons isimcdiatcly 

interefted in epquiriet of thi^ kind ^ we are a part off that na* 
^ tional body on vehom this annual expence of feventeen mil-> 
^ lions falls; and we confider the prefent opportunity of the 
^ French Revolution as a moft happy one for leflening the enur- 

mous load under which this nation groaiis; if this be j^ot 
^ done, we fhall then have reafon to conclude that the cry of 
^ intrigue and ambition againft other Courts, is no more thun 
^ the common cant of all Courts. We think it alfo neccfiary 
^ to exprefs our aftonifhment that a Government, defirous of 
^ being atlled free> fhouid pr-sfer connexions with the moft 

defpotic and arbitrary powers in Europe ; we know of none 
^ more deferving this defcripdon than thofe of Turkey and 
^ Pruflia, and the whole combinadon of German defpots. Se« 
^ parated, as we happily are, by nature from the tumults of the 
^ continent, we reprobate all fyftems and intrigues, which ik* 
^ criilce (and that too at a great expence) the bleifings of our 
^ natural fituation; fuch fyftoms fsmnot have a national 

origin. 

If we are afked what Goverment is ? we hold it to be no- 
^ thing more than a VATior^Ai* association^; and we hold 
that to be the beft which fecures to every man his rights, 
^ and promotes the greateft quantity of happineis with the lea/! 

expence ; we live to improve, or we live in vain ; and thcrc- 
^ ibrc we admit o£ po ma^iim qf Ci^vornmen; policy^ (tu 

the- 
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» the mere fcore of antiquity, or other Bwn's iudioritf-«-die 
old Whigs or the ww. We will exerdfe the reaibn ¥ridi 

^ which we arc endowed, or we poflefs it unwortfaUjr • afl reaibn 
is given at all times, it is for the purpofe of bciDg ufed at all 

times. 

Among the bleffings which the Frendi Revolution las 
^ produced to that nation, we enumerate? the abcditioo of the 
*^ feudal fyftcm of injuftice and tyranny, on the 4th of Au« 
^ giift, 1789. Beneath the feudal fyftem all Europe has long 
^ groaned, and fro(n it England is not yet fireet Gmne hm 
^ borough tenures, and tyrannical monopolies^ of fuiOMToui 
^ kinds, ftill remain amongft us i but rejoicing, as we iiocerelj 
do, in the freedom of others, till we fliall happily aiomph'ft 
^ our own, wc intended to commemorate this period to die uni- 
" vcrful extirpation of the feudal (yftem, by meeting on aiv 
nivcrfary of that day (the 4th of Auguft), at the Crown and 
" Anchor 5 from this meeting ^ were prevented by the inter- 
" fcrcnce of certain unnamed and JkuUing pirjinsy vnAi the 
^ mafler of the tavern, who informed us, that, on dieir repe» 
*^ fcntatioHF, lie could not receive us therct Let thofe who liw 
•^^ by, or countenance feudal opprcffions, take the reproadi of 
" this ineffectual meannefs and cov/ardicc to (hcmfelves; diey 
^ cannot f^iflc the public declaration of our honeft, open, and 
^ avowed opinions. 

" Thcfc are our principles, and thcfe our fentimentsi Acj 
" embrace the intcrctt and happiuefs of the g;rcat body of the 
** nation, of which wc arc a part As to riots and tumults, kt 
^ tliofe anfwcr for them who, by wilful mifreprcfeiitation, cih 
dcavour to excite ai\d promote them or who f^ck to/lun tbc 
fcnfc of the nr.tion, and loi'c the great canfe of public o-ood, in 
the outrages of a misinformed mob. Wc take pi^r grouni) 
^' on principles that require no fuch riotous aid j we have no- 
" liiing to apprehend from the poor, for we arc pleading tbeir 
caul'e, and wc fear not proud opprefliQiii for We have truA 
*• on our fidj; we fay, and we repeat it, that the French Rc? 
volution opens to the world an opportunity in. which all goal 
citizens mull rejoice, that of prgmpiing thp general happine^ 
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^ of man ; and that It moreover ofiFers to this Country, in par- 
^ ticular, an opportunity ef reducing our enormous, and enor«^ 
^ moufly miiiipplied taxes. 

" Thefe 4re our objefts, and we will purfue them." 

Note. This meeting was undcrftood to b^ve been held on tfao 
20th of Auguft, 1 79 1. 



Mr. IPllliam fVo^fall^ called again, 
Mr. Law, Look at thofe papers, 

jf. The whole of the firft paper I believe to be Mr, Tookc's 
hand-writing i of the fecond the interlineations only, 

Mr. J'acie. They jirc both mine. One is my writing, the 
other is, I believe, my daughter's, the interlineations only. The 
admi/uon of fhat paper might eafily be taken, for it was long 
ago publiihed in the newfpapers, figned with my name. 

Lord C/jief yuftice Eyre. If any thing {hould turn upon tfic 
date of it, which they have not yet afqertained, the circumftanc^ 
of its being publifhcd in the newfpapers at a given time^ may 
be proper to be produced as evidence on your part, 

^ames Thornton (fworn) 
Examined by Mr* Bower^ 
J§. Arc you one of the King's MeflGmgers? 
y/. I am Clerk at the Public Office in Marlborougbrftreeti I 
found this paper in Mr. Tooke's houfc, at Wimbledon, 

(The paper was read.) 

<^ DEAR SIE, 

The Mancheftcr Conftitutional Society have requefted me 
to abridge Paine, and to republifb my propofitions on Civi\ 
Government. Sharpe, I hear, is iK>t in town; Paine is iii 

" France \ and I do not know of any friend of his but your- 
fclf, to whom I can fend my prQpo(ed abridgment for his opi^ 

<^ nion ; indeed, I am, at any rate, defirous of your reading it; 
for altliough two or three friends, to whom I referred it, here, 

*f approve of it, I wifli you, as a friend of Painc's, and of 

^ mine, would be kind enough to take care that Painc's rcpu- 

tation 





I 
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« tation is not mangled by inan^g Wt'libQk^^ W^^tffe^^i^ 
^ on very tvtll here; our ConftifiiCioftid 
" roufly, and with a proper fpirit; and 
« is nudciiigby the Ariflocracy againft Mi' W 
« pKneft, and by the ncccflity we aie under tf ^ 
« lefolutions, * -ti^' 

Return me Paine^ as fixm wrjm twa, Att'lNr-M 
" out; and be kind enough to give nie yidir ^ 
«^ we (the Conftitutional Society)Pfb0dl < 
^ undertake to order a oortain itumber of copn 
" certainly not to exceed <mefhUIii|^ari|gkr Jordan 
^ Umfelf aggrieved, or John&n, HMHml^ to furine 

would abridge it ; in fhorti in what way hud wc hmer db 
I hope your ^iiixtfs to tfie Eleanr!^ of Weflaiinfla', 
* your account of your fpeech, bctora 

docs not ftand ftill. When do 

^ Yours, vcryfinoekdy^ ' * - **v*i*! 

Addrefled, « 70^9^ ' " n FT nlliiirUli^, 

^r. T^^i^^. I do not know what pqiers miy lunre beta tfai 
from my houfe; but are letters wnttm lo me tn Be flniilluit'a 
evidence agahift me ? ' 

Lord Chu/Jujiice Eyre, Bang found m jniii jnlllfiC 
^ey undoubtedly are producible as evidence ; but^ as tt> AecCsft 
of them, very much will depend upon the ciirunifliiiees of 
contents of thofc letters, and whether anfwers to AtiA dftk 
traced, or whether any thing has been done upon tKciB, A 
great iiuinbcr of papers may be found in a poltliia 
which will be, frima facie^ evidence againft him, hit wSlte 
open to a variety of explanations ; and it is always a rery coi- 
iiderable explanation that nothing appears to hava Wjif^.^ffi y ^ 
confe(|uencc of the p:iper being fcnt to him. Biit ^att fifCti 
found in the pofleffion of a man are, prima fa^ih OTiiM 
againft him, if the contents of them have aj^diosdOO ta il 
fabjccl under CQitfidenition, 
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Mu Tihkf^ The reafon of my afking it is, I am very much 
afraid that, befidcs treafon, I may be charged with blafphemy. 

L^rd Chief jHftict Eyre. YoU arc not tried for that. 

Mr. Ta$ke. It is notorious I do not anfwer common letters 
of civility, but I have received and kept many curiousf letters^ 
I received fomc letters from a man whofe name is Oliver 
Overall, and he endeavoured to prove to me that he was God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft^ (I kept die letters out of 
curiofity, and it is probable they may be produced againft me.) 
He proved it from the Old Teftament ^ in the firft (dace that 
he was God die Fadier^ becaule God is Overfall ) that is, God 
over alL He proved he was God the Son^ from the New Tct^ 
tament— verily, verily^ I am he; that is, Fieral /, f^eral ly I am 
be. Now, if thefe letters, written to me, which I, from curio- 
fity, have preferved, but upon which I have taken no ftep^ and, 
to which I have given no anfwer, are produced againft me, I do 
not know i/riiat may become of me* 

Lord Chief Jufiice Eyre* If you can treat all the letters that 
have been found upon you with as much fuccefs as you have thefe 
letters of pur corrcfpondent, you will have no great reafon foe 
apprehenfion. 

Mr. Tooke. 1 have feveral fuch letters, that I have kept for 
their curiofity. 

Lord Chief Ju/i ice Eyre. At prefcnt they cannot come in charge 
againft you. 



yehn Thompfofiy — called again. 
Mr. Law. Was that letter {Jbcwing it to the witneff) found 
by you ? 

>f Yes, in Mr. Home Tooke's houfe, at Wimbledon. 
(// was read.) 

" DEAR SIR, «« Manchejier^ Auguji 29, 1791, 

^ I thank you for the paper you fent me \ I approve much of 
the letter in it with your iignature, and would gladly propagate 
^ it^ if I could^ but I cannot. 

^ Your 
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* Your letter foand nic, at 
^ to my bed ; and, not bcin^ aMe t« apply to the Printer myfelf, 

I defired Walker to fend the paper, wMi ottr tompliflMMSy 
^ and that we rcquefted the letter, Tigned L H. T. might be 
^ inferted in the next Manchcfter ncwfpaper; the anIWrr re* 

turned was that it could not be done that week, nor perhaps 

the next, but he v/ould L-c about it ; ycAerdny he fent a Aote, 

of which th'j fijllowing is a copy : 

^ When C. \V heeler ga-'e xMr. Walker his reafom for wifli- 

ing to decline the infertion of the BeHaft dedanrtion, he 
^ thought they would have equally applied t» any bther produc- 
^ tion of the lame nature ; thii^ he finds, is not the tMSfy as Mr* 
« Walker has fcnt Mr. Tookc's addrefs^ abounding with ex- 
^ ceptionable remarks for publication, remarks vMA have m 
^ right to fubjeft both the writer and the publtfher tda prdfacu- 
^ don ; it may be faid that Government wiH not prafecute fbr 

fuch publications ; that docs not leflen the fi/fy of the pobKiher, 
^ in running a rilK which, it is his dutj^ as a lu em bcf of 
* ciety, to avoid. 

" Indepcnd'jnt of thcfc reafons, C. Wheeler prefumes he my 
" have fomc claim to afting from principle \ and he cannot hut 
^ declare, that he would wiOi, in future^ to avoid pubiifting 
^ what may hold out improper ideas to the public at large, who 
** feldom think much before they a£i ; of this there is a recent 
" and melancholy inftancc. 

" C. \Vhi:L-kr is obliged to trouble Mr. Walker; and it ieecis 
" fair, in his own vindicntion ; but he cannot help obfervirCf 
" that it i*^ with cxrrcmt: regret he is now, or may be at a future 
" time, objigt'd to recede from any for\ ice which Mr. Walker 
** may wifh liim to perform together." 

" In M-ncht-ftcr thtrc are two papers, publifhcd weekly ; one 

of them niofl d.cidcdly and virulently ariftocratic, the oihcr 
" (C. Wheel ■r^) generally moderate, and rather in our fiivour 

than advei f:; but you fee that now wjarc decidedly excluded 
^ from ihs-.t, not only on die occafion of your addrelk^ but on 
« every orhjr future poiiiical fubjed. Wc ihall therefore im- 
" mtdiitjiy I'wt u]) a paper among ourfeivcs, which I have tbr- 

** mcil/ 
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merly mentioned to you, and which we have not hitherto done, 
hecaufe we thought that Wheeler would have no objeclion, 
^ on being paid, to infert what we Aought fit. 

^ Can you knd us any, and what alfiftance, in point of com* 
" munications, to fuch a paper; it will at Jirfi be gently, but 
" always decidedly democratic, nor peftered with fo much pref- 
" bjrterian nonrenfd.^-Can you give us any hints about it ; we 
" have already fpoken to Sharpe, who has been down here ; but 
" Wheeler's anTwcr came after his departure^ 

I wrote to yott about an intended abridgment of Paine ; 
^ you fent me no anfwer of any kind ; I wifh you had, becaufe 
^ I had a formal requeft from our Society here to publi(h. The 
* pix:face I fimt you with it j if you have — burn. 

" I am, Dear Sir, your's finccrdy, 

« THOMAS COOPER. 
, ^ Dirc(£l to me to Lever Hall, near Bolton, Lancafliire." 
Addrefled " /. Horm Taoie^ Efq. Richmond BuildingSy Soho^ 
•* London:' 



Mr. TVtlliam Woodfall called again. 

Air. Law. Look at the interlineations on that paper, and fay 
whofe hand writing you believe them to be ? 

A. This paper was fbewji me upon a late occafion, I believe. 
The interlineations are very few— in the firft page the word 
" incapacitated*' — the word whofe;" and, in the fecond page, 
the words " and every," and four lines and a piece are added to 
it, which, I believe, are Mr. Tookc's hand-writing ; the reft of 
the paper certainly is not Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

Mr. John Gurnell (fwom.) 
Examined by Mr. Law. 
Look at that paper, which is marked, I believe, with, 
your name i 

A It is, I feized this in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
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Atr. Erskine. Adams is not a member of the Conftitutlonal 
Society. 

Mr. Bower, He faid he had been Secretary for many 
years. 

Air, Attorney General, It was found in bis cuftody, and it 
ftands precifely upon the (kmc principle as every particle of evi- 
dence out of the Conftitutional Society, that was admitted on 
the former trial, after Hardy became an aflbciated member; 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. It certainly does ; but it has beea 
thought ncceflary to-day to call Adams to fubftandate the en- 
tries which were to be read from the book, and it feems to me 
to be proper that he (hould be now called to explain what 
this is. 

Mr. Attorney General, This is a cafe in yAivA the paper is 
found in the pofleffion of Mr. Adams-^Khat fact is proved^it 
has already been proved, that he was Secretary to the Society 
for Cbnftitutional Information-^it has already been proved, that 
Adams was prefent every Week, from 1792, down to May 1794; 
and it has been proved^ with a very few exceptions, that Mr« 
Tooke wa» likewife prcfent at every one of thofe nights ; and 
Adams is die perfon in whofe poflfeffion the books of that So- 
ciety werck 

Mr. ErsktHe, If this is to be at all infifted upon, I (hall ufher 
myfclf in to the attention of your Lordfliip, with the fame apo- 
logy that I made before, namely, that my client does confider, 
very much to his honour^ that there are intercfts of others at 
ftake, as well as his own. I do profefs, once more, I conceive 
it to be totally immaterial to me, and as little to my client, 
whether this letter is read or no. 

Mr. Attorney General. This is not the time to addrefs the 
Jury on the cffeft of the evidence. 

Mr. Ersklne, I am fpeaking to the Court, not looking to the 
Jury, nor aiming at the Jury — the interruption, therefore, is 
irregular. 

Mr. Attorney General I ftatcd the ground upon which I 
thought this to be evidence ; I did not ftate any opinion of 
mine as to what I thought to be the effeft of h, becaufe in 

Vol. I. M t ftatinj 
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tncmber of Ae CofAntUtce of Co-opcrat!crH thbu^ Ms ifame 
appears upcm the book ; upon that occaiion Adams has proved 
in point of fiiA, that he was not prefent. Then it ma3r happen 
that either this letter was not read at all where he appears by die 
book to be prefent, or if he appears by the book to be prefent, 
that he was n6t aAudly prefent. 

The Attorney General, hchprerer, has faid that diis letter is 
Ibmdiow coraneded with (bme other matters of the Sheffield So- 
ciety, where Mn Tooke^^ name appears ; how do we know, till it 
19 read, What it is evidence of. I danoC admit what it is abotit^ 
noi^ can the Attorney Oeneral tell your Locdthip ctnftat 
that Mr. Todke had any diing to do with Sheffield. My view in 
objeAii^ to this is) that your. Lordfhip fliould not hear it ftated 
or read till it is made out by die ordinary rules of law, applicable 
both td criminal and citil juftke^ to be conneded widi prn 
loner. I atti ibrry to tdee up the dme of the Ccturti I have 
ihewn myfelf exceedingly flow to it, but when my client defires 
I fhotdd -dd diis^ dmigh for rtfa^bns given beforcf^ I do not 
tnyfelf tfaiidc it at all of any #tight in the caufe, I hope the 
AttomeyCknend wiQ not diink we mean to ofiW any irregidtf 
oppofltion, we only with to hate die fiiir^ ordinary, impartial 
adminiftration of juilice^ and I impute the contrary to no 
man. 

Mr. Olbht. My Lord^ this letter, the contents which I 
know not, is ofRrred in evidence againft Mr« Tooke^ with a 
view to affeft him wifli its contents } and the ground upon 
which it is oflfered in evidence to your Lordihip is tbi9-^«*tha€ 
it is found in the cuftody of a Mr. Adams, who is the Se^ 
cretary of a Sddety to which it is proved that Mr. Tddce be« 
longed. Now conunon reafon tells one diaf a Ainl perfon who 
is not proved to have feen diis letter) who is tfloC proved to 
have been pre^t when it was received; who is not proved 
ever to have known that it was in the cuftody of Adams; cocii« 
mon reafim and cdmdooo juftice tdl one Ant that third perfiMi 
<hight not to be %Bk,6bbi widi the consents' of a ptper lb foitfid. 

Then let us f<K wbeObr die rufci iof kw do D«t M la wi^ 
WUch commoQ reafi» and comona jUbc^ recpiire^^^MW can 
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Vouglit home to the knowledge of the prIfcMier> that he had 
afted upon it, or knew its contents, that it could not be given im 
evidencci ytt Aat it might be admiffible evidence when dm was ' 
proved. The arginnent was, we will firft read a paper, diea 
we (hall afied Mr. Haftings with it afterwards. No, lay the 
Judges, jott (hail not give that in evidence wUch nmj have 
feme eflfeA to prejudice die Judges, by laying you propofe to 
iix it upon die prifener afterwards, wfaidi poflUy you cannot 
So here a letter, merely found in the'cuftody of Adanti» 
widiout proving that Mr. Todcc knew it was in his cuftody» 
or th^ contents of it, we fubmit b not to be received. We 
infift here, as Counfel for Mr. Tooke, diat you muft firft 
bring the contents of this letter home to him before you can 
read it, as die Counfd for Mr. Haftings contended that the 
Managers for die Commons muft fix Mr. Haftings widi know- 
kdlge of the contents of the letter from Munny Begum before 
diey couM be permitted to read it Upon diat ground — upon 
Ae ground I before ftated, that it is not (if it be any evi« 
idence) die beft evidence the nature of the cafe admits of henci 
we ftibmit that this letter cannot be received in evidence until 
Adams is called, and upon his oath brings this letter home to 
Ae prifoner. 

Mr. Erjkim, This letter is not direded to Mr, Adams in the 
charader of Secretary of this Society, but it is a letter figned 
by Afhton, at Shefield, and direfled only ^ to Mrt Adams, 
^ Tooke's-court, Chancery-lane"—- without defiriog him to lay 
it before the Societyi or even addreffing him in the character of 
Secretary. 

Lord Chief JuJHci Eyn. My difficulty aroTe from die merv 
drcumftance of Mr. Adams having been in Court, all along 
having been examined to a great number of other particulars^ 
and confiK^endy being able to give a more fadsfii^lory account 
of diis paper, than laying it before die Jury upon the mere 
evidence of the paper having been found in his pofleffion. 
Surely the former determination of to-day does not touch this 
oafe, becaufe that determination was upon tbe evi^nce of the 
mere finding of tbeie books upon fi Adams, before any 
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confjMracy in which other perions vfcte or could be impli* 
cated * ^ 
. jLaun-inct. In Lord Strafford's cafe, a great deal 

«ras proved againft Lord Strafford iu SpaiiH the Low .Countrie$» 
iCaJy, and various odier places ; and in Lord LoYat's cafe a 
. great deal was proved againft bim ^hat was done in various 
places, and «nie($ ultimately brought and fixed upoA hhn it 
amounted to notbk^. 

{The litter wuas read,) 
iFieU Hardy's Trialj vol. iiu page 377.] 

Mr. Attorney General Iji this letter from Afliton to Adams, 
we propofe to prove that there is Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 
. Lord Chief ^u&iu Eyre, We are come now to a time of 
jughty and the caitfe is in fuch a ftage, as I think makes it abfo- 
(luteiy neceilarjr for the Court now to come to fome refolution as 

• Jo its future proceedings. I obferved that the prifoner at the 
j|)ar did early in the morning exprc£Jy protdl againft any ad- 
journment^ and it undoubtedly, is a point in which he is ma- 
^rially interefted, and in which the Crown is aUb materially 
iotereftcd. ik&re the Court do come to any definitive refo- 
lution upon it, they are ready to hear any thing that on cither 

* iide it may be thought fit to oiFer to them upon the fubjedEl. 

' ^ Mr. Attorney General On the part of the profecution I vnOx 
' jfD fubmit entirely to the juAice aod pleafure of the Court a£ling 
j^cconiing to what they think to be law and jufUce upon the 
^bje(5t It is my duty to apprise the Court, and thole con- 
jcemed on ithe other iide, that the evidence I have to offer upon 
ibe part of lEbe profecution muft coofume a great deal of time — 
X ^ n^yfiJf ready to eTcecute my duty in any way the Court may 
ithink propei; 

Mr^ Jooki. As (ar as relates to myfelf, I coniefs that what 
\ (aid when firft I entered the Court ftill imprefTes my mind, 
;fiot diat it afFe£ls me, but upon my honour, without any per- 
ioral confideration whatever, I do think the criminal law and 
^ ^j^r^dicc of the land exceedingly concerned in what has pafTed, 
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but, at the &me time, die Hwlnrft, the imMgrnri I hive met 
widi — becaufe in that way I aooqic of indulgenoBy and nobodr 
feels it more rcnCblj than I do— I km it cnebdj to the Con^ 
who muft be better able to judge dnn I an of ifaift irinch it 
fit for the fubjeds of this land* I beg your hoMip m he 
perfuaded, that whatever you wifli me to aft'-^ do not figr vhtt 
you recommend, becaufe I am peifuaded joa will not Room* 
mend — ^but I beg your Lordfliip to believe thtt I afle Att which 
you wifh me to aflc, becaufe I know you will not call upon me 
to £9njerrt ; for die laws of the land can never be got rid of by 
the confent of a poor nuferable prifimer, who peiha p a trcnUes 
for bis life, and yields to whatever be gueflcs wou|d be reoom* 
mended by the Court. — And I repeat to the Conrty Atf I Ipc^ 
to be underilood to aik that whidi diey would wifli mt to eib 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. Nothing can be nxms ooneft ihan 
the conduct of the priioner at the bar : this fubjeA of adjoani* 
ment has undergone a great deal of oar amnous conlidriili oa 
fince it was £rft ftarted, and fince we faw die infiiuCie aagni- 
tude and extent of the caufe which was to be tried. Thoc 
can be no doubt but that die geaeral nile is, that, ia Adb cn« 
minal proceedings more cfpecially, there CNight^ if podU^iO 
be no adjournment ; the proceedings (hould go oq^ viAoet A* 
termidion, and particularly that the Jury fliouhl not be fiif»* 
rated, and that there ihould be no acoeft to diem omil Atj 
have given dieir verdict. I do not know that it ever wkoh 
went a iblemn confideratipn, except in one cafe^ the cafeof Itfd 
Delamerc: that was a particular cafe, becaufe it W9S bcfo 
Lords Triers, and not in full Parliament, The dificidly M 
whether the trial could be adjcumed, and what was to be ipm 
with the Lords Triers. The Judges of the common law^ vh 
attended, were conitilted upon it ; they deli\xfed k in OS A^V 
opinion, diat in the Courts below, the Jury, when onoe dMi|4 
were not to be difchar^ed till they had pronounced their vcitti 
that they were not to feparate ; and that the courie was t» |i 
on without intermUion. They did not prefume to laj whit Ac 
rule lA'as in Parliament : d)ey referred to a general ufi^ in ik 
Courts of common law (not rcrpe6l|ng trials m ppital cafilh I 
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pirticular — not cvfn rcfpcfting trials In criminal cafes, but re- 
fpecUng all trials, taking it upon the general principle), that a 
Jury once charged are not to be feparated till they have pro- 
nounced their verdi6t. 

Upon the authority of that cafe, and upon the praftice, it 
undoubtedly is fo far eflablifhed, that there never ought to be 
an adjournment or a reparation, in any degree, of the Jury, if it 

' can be avoided ; but there may arife a neccffity fo urgent that 
all thofe principles of juftice, which originally demanded that 
there fliould be no adjournment, would loudly call for an ad- 
journment ; becaufc the true principle upon which it is required 
that there fhould be no adjournment, is for the furtherance of 
juftice, that it may be quite fure that juftice will be done, both 
to the Crown and to the prifoner ; that there ihould be no op- 
portunity of having intercourfe with the Jury, and that there 
may be no improper influence upon the minds of thofe who are 
in any manner to take a part in die declfion of the caiife. 
That is the general ground upon which this rule has bceii 
cftablifhed. But let a cafe arife in which it is manifeft that if 
the caufe goes on, witliout interruption or adjournment, it is 
utterly impoflfxblc that juftice (hould be done; if it is likely to 

.go into a length which wiM cxhauft the human faculties, let 
them be as powerful and as ftrong as diey may be ; that neither 
the Judge can prefcrvc his feculties to conduft the trial, nor 
tfie Jury can preferve that attention which is ncccf&ry to enable 

* them to comprehend what the juftice of the cafe is : what is it 
we fliould be doing, by going on with fuch a trial, but deliver- 
ing o^'er the life and honour of a prifoner, and delivering over 
Republic juftice of die country, to the accidental rcfiilt of all 
that confufion with which fuch a cafe inqft go to the minds of 
i Jury >vhen the trial is dofed. 

Suppofmg that it was poffibie for human exertions to enable 
us to get to that length, there are then many other confidera- 
fions of extreme importance. What if any of the Jury fliould 
be fo totally difabled, in confeqtience of the fitigue and vvaht 
of neceflary refrefhment, diat they cannot pro^eeil, that they might 
even die before diey could pronounce their verdift ! Wc have 
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rule dut the Jury Audi not go out of Court Is, that they IbaJl 
)>e inacceflible ; the method in which that has been fecurc4 1% 
by their not going out of Court : that is the manner in which 
the fubftance'of the principle has been obtained. But if you 
can prefcrvc the fpirit, and are forced by phyficai necefficy to 
make the form bend) it does not feem to me that the facred 
principle of law is materially trenched upon if the Jury continue 
inaccefSble. And it does not abfolutcly require that all the 
conftituent members of the Court— in which I include the 
Counfel on bodi fides, who are to fet forth their cafe j the Jury, 
who are ultimately to determine dv: fdSt-, the Judges, who are 
to fee that the law is declared on both iides, and with efpccial 
jcare on the fide of the prifonar?r-if ^he rule of law cannot be 
preferved, confiftcnt ^i^ phylkal neceffity, it feems to me (he 
Court is juftified in deviating from the particular mode that har 
pbtained, talking care thai the Jury dQ continue inacceflible. 

Nowy for example, were the prifbner's cafe to come forth at 
^his moment, I coofels myiUf, for one, after fourteen hours clofe 
attenuon, to be utterly ino^pable of doing my duty towards hinu I 
diink his intereft is efpecially concerned in it and the rather, 
f>ecaufe his cafe comes after>the attenuon of both the Bench and 
fbc Jury is exhaufted ; he would come with peculiar diiadvantagc^ 
if, when wc were worn out beyond what our power and ftrengdi 
can bear, we were to be called upon to confider his cafe. 

Upon the(e confiderations, which have weighed much wim~ 
me, added to what my Lord Chief Juftice has (aid, it feems to 
me, the thing is perfe^y in its right train, that the prifoncr 
Ihould have no concern in the matter at all, but that he ihould 
leave the deviation from the manner in which the inacceffibility 
of the Jury has conftandy hidierto been preferved, to the Court, 
who are driven to that deviation by abliJute neceflity. TTierc 
has been a cafe where this has occurred — the cafe of Elizabeth 
Canning ; and there, where phyficai neceflity forced an ad« 
joumment, there it was complied with : but, except in die cafe 
of phyficai neceffity or impoffibility, undoubtedly the rule ought 
fo 1^ obfervecj* 
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Mr. Toskf. In order too meet your hoMdp here to-ds 
eight o'clock, I was compelled to get up at b e tween three 
four ; and that will be my cafe every day. I bboiir imc 
very painful infirmity, and I muft be up ibur or five hour 
fore I can come here. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre- What can we do for you ? 

Mr. Tooke. If I go from' hence, and am to attend very < 
I (hall have no time for flecp. 

Lord Chief Jujfice Eyre. What I purpofed was to me 
nine in the morning, and fit till nine at night punAually, 
an inter^-al of one quarter of an hoar only to take refireflu 

Mr. To9ke. I will do the utmoft in my power. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. We lhall not prds yoo, 
Tooke, if your infirmitits fliould require our waiting a I 
for you. 

Mr. TooJtc. I will endeavour not to fufier your LordIhi| 
wait. 



Adjourned^ it now being half pafi ten 9*chck 4it 
to-nwrrow mornings tune oUIoei. 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY. 
Tuefdayy November tbi iStb. 
PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE ; 
Lord Chief Baron MACDONALDj . 
Mr. Baron HOTHAM; 
Mr. Juftice GROSE; 
Mr. Juftice LAWRENCE ; 
And others, his Majefty's Juftices, Sec. 

John Home Toohe fet to the bar. 
Mr. Thomas Maclean called again. 

Mr. Biwer^ Look at that paper — Where did you find it J 

jf. I found it in the poflefEon of Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Bower. This is a letter from the Society for Conftitu- 
tiooal Information, at Sheffield, to Mr. Adams. Mr. Wood&ll 
will prove, when he comes, that fome interlineations are Mr. 
Tooke's hand»writing : we will read the letter in the mean 
time. 

( It was read,) 

{Fide Hardy's Trial. Vol 3, fage 379.J 

Mr. mUiam Woodfall caUed again. 

Mr. Bower. Look at the words diat are interlined in this let-> 
ter. 

^. In die firft page diere is a word ftruck out; I believe 
Govermneni'\ but it is b obliterated that it is not eafily dif- 
cernable, and the word ^ Country" inferted. 
J^. In whoTe hand-writing? / 
A I believe Mr. Tooke's. 
Mr. Taoke. It is certainly mine, . 

Mr. 
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Mr. Bou'tr. The alteration in Mr. Tooke'ft hand-writing is 
in two places j « a radical Reform %f tbt Gmitry<!^ inftcid of 
«* a radical Reform of the Governmekt** M now going 

to read an entry from the book of the Conftiuitionl Socktj of 

the i6th of March) I792. 

(It wai f'ead.) 

<^ At a meeting held at the Secretary's^ Tooke'fi-coBrt^ 
^ Chaiiccry-lanc) Friday, ifeth of Ivlarch^ *79*f 
^ PRESENT, 
L H. Tookej Efq; in the Chair, 

« Mn Paine, Mr. Hull, Mr. 1. Adafns, Mr. ^harpe^ Mti 
" Froft, Capt. Tooke Harwoodj Mn Btffh, Mr. A. 
« Bufli, Mr. G. Lloyd, Rev. Du Towers* 

^ James Mackintofli and Joel Barlow, Elqn* wtte unani- 

• moufly cleScd honorary members*" 

« Ordered, that the Secretary do inform Jaihea MaddiMdb 
^ Efq; author of Vidicise Gallicae, that he has beelt ibis iij 
^ unani moufly elc£lcd an honorary member of diis Sodety." 

** Ordered, that the Secretary do inform Joel Barhnr, ESj^ 
^ author of the Advice to Privileged Orders, that be Afl been 

• diis day Ulianimoufly cIc<Slcd an honorary tnc ttibe r of dns So* 
ciety/* 

^ The Chairman of the Society for Conilitutioiial InfixBO- 
^ tion, eftabliflicd at Manchcflcr, having communicattd 10 Ail 
•* Society the following refolutions ; 

" BulTs Head Inny Mitiuhejiory March 13, 179^ 

^ At a meeting of the Mancheiter ConSitutional Socktjfy 

held this day, it was unanimoufly rcfolved, 

^ That tlic thanks of this Society are due ta Mr« ThpBtf 

• Paine, for the publication of hib Second Part of the Ri|hf 
*^ of Man, combining principle and pra£Uce \* a work of Ae 
^ highcft importance to every nation under lieavcn, but puti' 
^ cularly to this, as containing excellent and practicable ^Ibi 

for an immediate and conliderable redudion of the p^BUc^ 
^ pcnditure^ for the prevention of wars^ for the txteafnoaff 

u gar 
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^ our manufactures 9pd commerce^ Ibr^the education* "ofMhe 
^ youog ; for die comforuble fupport of the aged ; for the better 
maintenance uf the poor of every defcription; and, finall/y 
for leflcning greatly, and without delay, the enormous load oi 
taxes under which this Countr}', at prefent, labours* 
** That this Society congratulate their Country at large on the 
^ influence which Mr. Paine*s publications appear to have had in 
^ procuring the repeal of (bme oppf<f^ve taxes m the prefent 
Seflion of Parliament ; and they hope that this adoption of 2^ 
" fmall part of Mr. Paine's i/ieas will he followed by the moji 
^ firenuous exertions to accompUjb a ctntplete Reform in the pre- 
^ Jent inadequate Jiate of the reprefentation of the people \ and 
that the other great plans of public benefit, which Mr. Paine, 
has fo powerfully recommended^ will be fpeedily carried into 
^ effea. 

(Signed) « THOiyrfAS WALKER, Prefident. 

« SAMUEL JACKSON, S-ecretary/'- 
, ^ Ordered^ that the Secretary do return, to the Chairman of 
^ the Society at Manchefter, the thanks of this Society for His 
^ communication ; at the fame time alTuring him that this Su- 

* ciety does heartily concur in the above refolutions.'* 

^ Refolved, that the above refolutions be publiihed twice in 

• the following papers; Times, Poll, Chronicle, World, Ar- 
^ gus, Englifli Chronicle, and General Evening ; and iigned by 
« the Cfaaimmk" 



Mr. Bower. We will now (hew that the minutei of thofe 
proc^ecEngs are in Mr. Tooke's hand- writing ; Mr. Toote was 
Aat day in the chair. 

Mr. Woodfall I believe this is alT the hand-twiting of Mr,. 
TooKe, txcept the identificadon. ^ 

Mr. Tocke. They are' all in my hand-writing. 

f;Tht riMgh dreft cf the mintites was rtM^ • ' ' 
Mr. Bower. We will now .read the proceedings of the 22/i 
March,' 1792. Mr. WbodifaDi 4o you know whofe hand^, 
writing Aa! h!' 

A. This 
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if. This is the paper I proved laft nigfit 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. Does the p^Mr, iriiidi ii wafend tal 
die book, contain the fame refoludons at are entered in the book^ 
or are thefe the refolutions Aemlelvcs? . 

Mr, yfmrney General The' wafiered paper, which is ft prinCed 
paper, has an introduAion in the hand^writing €si Mr. Tooke. 

Mr. Gibbs. I think that was no( found wafered. 

Mr. Atumey General Yes^ it was; but it was linike off 
the witnefs laft night« 

{ It was read) 

« At a meeting held at die Secretary's boufr, ToolotVooail^ 
« Chancery-lane, Friday, 23d of March, 179X, 

" PRESENT, 

^ Capt. W. Tooke Harwood, in die Chair, 

Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Merry, Mr. 1. L. Badey, Mr. BoA, 
Mn Afpinal, Mr. Bonney, Mr. I. Adams» Dr. Edinrd^ 

« Mr. A. Bufli, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Lloyd. 

^ This Society having received the following and odxr oom- 
munications from Sheffield (in writing)^ ^ ShelBdd Society 
^ for Conftitutional Information/* {in frint) « Hudi 14^ | 
1792." {in writing,)** 

^ This Society, compofed chiefly of the numu&£bueit cf 
" Sheffield, began about four months ago^ and is dradyia- 

creafed to nearly two thoiifiind members, and is daiily bath 
^ fing, exdufive of the adjacent towns and villages^ wtoac 
^ forming themfclvcs into fimilar Societies. 

^ Confidering, as wc do, that the want of knowledge aaiio- 
* formation in tlie general mais of the people, has expofcd te 
^ to numberlcfs impoficions and abufes, the exertioias of dtf 
^ Society are dircfled to the acquirement of ufeful knowle^E^ 
^ and to fpread the fame as £u: as our endeavours and abilitiiscn 

extend. 

u We declare that we have derived more true kaamklp 
^ from the two works of Mr. Thomas Paine, entitled JUg^«( 
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^ Man, part the firft and fecond, than from any other author on 
the (object. The prafticc as well as the principle. of Go- 
vcrnment is laid down in thofe works in a manner fo dear 

" and irrefiftibly convincing, that this Society do hereby refolve 

" to give their thanks to Mr. Paine for his two faid publica- 

" tions, entitled « Rights of Man," parts ift and 2d." Alfo 
Refolvcd unanimoufly, that the thanks of this Society be 

" given to Mr. Paine for the alFedlionate concern he has (hewn 
in his fecond work in behalf of the poor, the infant, and the 

** aged, who, notwithftanding the opulence which bleffes other 
parts of the community, are, by the grievous weight of taxes, 

** rendered the miferable viftims of poverty and wretchednefs." 
Rcfolved unanimoufly, that the thanks of this Society be 
given to John Home Tooke, Efq; for his meritorious fup- 

" port of our lawful privileges, as a firm advocate of our na- 
tural and juft rights, the cftablifhment of an equal reprefen- 
tationof the people.'* 

Refolved unanimoufly, that this Society difdainii^g to be 
confidered either of a ^Minifterial or an Oppofition Party^ 

" (names of which we are tired, having been fo often deceived 
by both) do ardently recommend it to all their fellow citizens, 
into whofe hands thefe refolutions may come, to confer ferioufly 
and calmly with each other on the fubjedt alluded to ; and to 

** manifeft to the world that the fpirit of true liberty is a fpirit of 

^ order ; and that to obtain juftice, it is confiftent that we be 

« juft-ourfelves." 

Refolvcd unanimoufly, that thefe refolutions he printed, 

^ and that a copy tliereof be tranfmitted to the Society for 

^ Conftitutional Information iii London, rcquefting their ap- 

" probation for twelve of our friends to be entered into the 
Society, for the purpofc of eftablifliing a conne£lion, and a 

" regular communication with that and all other funilar Societies 

" in the kingdom." 

" By order of the Committee, 

^ DAVID MARTIN, Chairman." 



'Note. Tl)c following refolutions %veu in writing. 
Vol. I. N « Or^ 



" - A 
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* ctf to Ac Sodetf for CooftitBtioixJ Iiiftraifux^ dtsftlSlidi^l 

* SheCdd; and tfaache exprtfi ttftdteB wrth wtta; fnerui0:t^^| 
•* al c flic u Ite Society mbraC» iiM« bro<i>ers> ami Ictt^^ 

* bomrt in die Cme cflrife Ttstl^d 

■ cooametrise with tlicir opmr ^ r Tint iJie people of 
^ Coamrj are noc, a& Mr. Buiitc tcsw SwiMi; 
^ rjfKmal beings^ betfll 

« RefidTcil, That diis Sockt^ wHl, <mi Fndif nest^ 

* ballot for the twdrc iflbctated 
Dj me MeKCM \xnWREB^ wtm. ^ppvm ac ibb 



^ Atameetiiigliddtf die 
oonity 



tdajcr 

« Mr. L L. Badey, M 




« Mr. I. Adams, Mr. IVeft, Dr. Edwards, Mr Yv^J^.. 
« Mr. TuffiiH Mr. UoUi$, Mc* BuO^ Miv A. Bmk. M 
<^ Paine, Mr. Afpiitf^lfe JM^ ifr^ lM^^ 
« Barlow, Mr. T. 



« Ordered, That die Seoi^uyAfridbimaK; Secrmry d'# 
Conftiturional Sodety st Sheffield, of the ekaioo of twin 
of didr members, as aJTociated iriembefS of tbis SoctcSj." 

Read a letter wkh indofed rdcdti£of» fim Mr. Tlw 
Hardf, Secretary to the Corrcfpondiiig Society, LortdotL 
^ Ordered, Thattki Secretary do ddkiiMi^p the rect^^ 
Ae iaid papers." ^ • 

Ordered, That the I^Sk^^ Hitt'Ae^ 

Society be publiflied in the papers.'* 

Ordered, That the tfiloirii^ icfolutiotit ^ tUs 
publiihed with thcdti** 




( m ) 

^ The Society having this day received the following coaunu« 
nicatioiii videlif4t* 

^ London Correfponding Society. 
^ Refelved, That every individual has a right to (hare in the 
Government of that Society of which he is a inember9 unlefs 
incapacitated.'' 

^ Reiidved/That nothing but non-age, a privation of rea- 
ion, or an offence againft the general rules of fode^ can inca- 
pacitate hiok" 

^ Refolved, That it is no lefs the right than die duty of every 
citizen to keep a watchful eye on the Government qf his Coun- 
try, that the laws by being a»ultiplied do not degenerate into 
oppreflion ; and that thofe who are intrufted with the Govern- 
ment, do not fubftitute private intereft for public advantage.'* 
Refolved, That the people of Great-Britain are not pro- 
perly reprefented in Parlianient" 

^ Reiblved, That in confcquenee of a parrial, unequal, and 
inadequate reprefentation, together widi the corrupt method 
in which reprefentatives are eleAed, oppreffive taxes, ui^uft 
laws, reftridions of libefty, and wafting of the public money, 
have enfucd." 

^ Refolved, That the only remedy to thofe evils is a fair and 
impartial repre&ntation of the people in Parliament." 
^ Reiblved, That a fiiir and impartial repreientation can never 
take place until partial privileges are aboliihed ; and the flrong 
temptations held out to eledors aiibrds a prefumptive proof 
that the reprefentatives of this Country, feldom procure a 
(cat in Pariiament, from the unbought iiiSrages of a free peo- 
ple.'' 

^ Refolved, That this Society do exprefs their abhorrence of 
tumult and violence ; and that, as they aim at Reform, not 
anarchy, reafoo, iirmneis, and unanimity be the only arms they 
employ, or perfuade their fellow citizens to exert againft abufe 
of power." 

^ Ordered, That the Secretary of this Society do communi- 

N a " cute 
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* cate ihe foregoing to the Societies for Conifitutional Inferma- 
tion, cftablifhcd in London, Manchefter, diMi Sheffield.*' 
" By order of the Committee, 

« THOMAS HARDY, 
« Secretary/' 

Rcfolvcd, That the Secretary of this Society do exprcfi to 
" the Corrcfponding Society, the extreme latisfa£lion which we 
^ have received by the above communication ; and to aflure them 
of our dcfire to continue to correfpond and co-operate wi'ib 
them, for the purpofe of obtaining a fair reprefentadon of die 
people in Parliament." 



Air. Bower. Mr. WoodfJl, look at the words— ^ TViomas 
Hardy, Secretary," and Hate whofe hand-writing diey arc? 
J. I believe they arc Mr. Tooke's. 

Air. yfttorney General, I will now call Maclean to piofe diat 
he found, in the pofTeifion of Mr. Adams, the rough diaft of 
thofe rcfolutions, thus ilated to be fent by the London Camt 
ponding Society; and the hand-writing to the rough draft 

T'homas Hardy, Secretary," has now been proved, by Mr. 
Woodfall, to be Mr. Tooke's, 

Air. Tccke, It certainly is my hand-writing — ^but W0Q*t yoa 
prove who iigncd — John Cart^VTi'ght," at the bottom of die 
other ? 

JiL\ Maclean produced the rough drafts which be fmi he 
fcund in the pcjfrjjizn of Air. Adams. 

( The rough draft^ figned John Cartwrighty cbairman^ wa 

read. ) 

Air. Bower. We will now put in a paper that has been pror- 
ed, bv Mr. VVoodfiil!, to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writino- ; it is 
the rough minute of the laft refolution that was read, namdr: 

RL'rt)ivcd, That the Secretary of this Society, do cxprefs to 
'•^ the (Jorrefponding Society, the extreme fatisJaftion which ve 
" have received by the above communication j and to aflbie 
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" them of pur define to continue to. correfpond, and co-operate 
^ with them, for the purpofe of obtaining a fair reprcfentation 
" of the people in parliament." 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Where was that found ? 

Mr, Bower. Among Mr. Adams's papers. 

{The rough minute read.) 

Air. Maclean. I found this paper alfo, in the poflefEon of 
Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Bower {to Mr. TFiUiam Woodfall.) Whofe hand-writuig 
do you believe this to be ? 

j1. This I believe to be Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 

(// was read.) 

« SIR, 

" I am directed by the Society for Conftitutional Information 
at London, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and to 

^ exprefs to you the very great pleafure and latisfadion which 
they receive from your communication, the Society have 
wpanimoufly clcSed MefT. &c. as aflbciated members of this 
Society *, and we flatter ourfclvcs that whenever any bufmefs, 

" or any other occafions fliall lead any of thefc gentlemen to 

" London, they will be kind enough to honour the Society 
with their prefence, and give us an opportunity of cementing 
that friendfliip between us, which all the zealous friends of 

" public freedom, and the happinefs of mankind, ought to feel 
for, and exercife towards each other. 

Yours, &c. 

D. A. 

" P. 5. I am defired by Mr. Home Tooke, to requeft each 
of the aflbciated members to honour him by their acceptance 
of the»books which accompany this Letter." 



Mr. Bower. We propofe now to read a declaration from th^ 
iJocicty in Southwark. ' . , - 




(ne fiOowing urtries wtn rmi frm Ai 'M.if 

fir OntftituiUMd In^tfimrimu) j. . - 

« Atairiaetu%faeUEtli)e fiflttWaift hoii>b T lj l <tf! > rt i a i 

« Osancerv-Iane, Fridn% »dA T 

" PRESENT, . - u 

« Major Cartwright^ in tbe 
^ Mr. Jepemiah Badey, Mr. I. L. Badej, Mr. Fr 
Edwanb, Mr. Lockfaart^ Mr. Mpkm^ Mr. W^J 
« Cooper, Mr. Hull, Mr. TuffiiH Mr. Faytll, 
Mr. WiHiam Smitfa, Mr. Bulk, Mr. 

^ A declaration from a Society In Soudiwaikl 
^ A motion was madei dutt the £nne lie on 

^ Friday next, which pafled in die negadve.'' 
^ A motion was then maide, diift Ae fiud {riq^r be noFw m 
aftcond time in order Ibr puUicadon, I^MmAi^ p»ted ill) 

« affirmative; and diat die femier rdoli^oft hepubliQied/' 
« Refelved, That the diankt itf diis Sodet]r|^ given liil 

^ tinder^nenticmed Society, for the Mkuriogl 
and diat k be publlflied in tte papers.** 





At a meeting at die Three Tm 
^ April X9th, 1792. 

Mr. Samud F«vd, indbe dMir. 

^ Refolved, That we do now Ibrm oiiiiGeIv<||^ intiQ a Skms^ 
^ for the diflFufion of political knowled^*^ 

Refolved, That the Society be denominated the, 

« OF THE FE0PI.E." 

<^ Refolved, That the following be die dedbratiop 4^ 

Society." ... 

^ Considering that ignctranci', fotgetfuhieis, or iii i rtriif' 
^ the Rights op Men are the fole caufesof public gik»jtf 

and of tbe corruption of Oomnment *, das Sodeejf^ 
^ for the purpofe of inveftigating and aflertii^ thofe R^^ifi^ li 
« of uniting dieirefbrts, widi diofe of dieirftUow Citiseosi 

4 • concfl^ 
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^ corrediiig aatioiial abufes, and reftrainiijg exorbitant and un« 
necefiary Taxation, do hereby declare— 
^ lit That the great end of ciril ibcietj is QfLSEKAL Hap- 

^ 2nd That HO Form of GovaRKMiNT is good) any 
^ further dian k iccures that objed." 

3rd. Thiit all Civil and Political Authority is derived firom 
« the people." 

^ 4th. That equal active Citizenfliip is the ujialieaable right 
^ of ail Men ; Minors, Criminals, and laiaae Perfons ex« 
ceptwl" 

^ 5th. That the exercife of that right in appointing an ade* 
" quate Represent ative Government is the wifeft de- 
^ vice of human policy, and the only iecur/ty of Natjonax, 
« Freedom-" 

^ We alfo declare, tiut we ace vearied with the unmeaning 
<^ names of Whig and Tory, and of Ministerial an4 
^ Oppositionai. parties, and having often — too often, beea 

deceived by both, we can no longer implicitly confide ia 

either. We will think for ovrielves } we will ftudy our own 
^ Rightst and we kave to die INS and the OUTS al| that 
^ idle quibble of debate which only ferves to amufe and deceive 

the nation, and tobdd it aheroately the prey of Court and 

Paaty Intrigues* 

<^ We have bebeU corruption generated upon corruption under 
^ the aufptces pf every Adnimftration ; from whence we bavc 
^ reafon to infer, that fpme rapicai. pefrct ^fts in the 
^ fyflem of GovemoMmt. that admits of no cure but ftom the 
United efforts of the Nation. 

We have fecn Taxes multiplied upon Taxes, for purpofes 
unknown to us, at the mere will and pleafure of the party in 
power i and we have fecn Parliaments jrefufe to know the 
caufc for which fuch Taxes were voted. Thus held in the 
dark by rvery part of Government, our money taken from 
^ us without aiEgning a cauie^ and ourfelves continually de- 
^ ceived, we have karped from experience the neceffity of 

N 4 looking 
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^ looking into our own Rights, and of attetidBi^ t0 mr own 

« Intcreft." 

• « We are told that we have a Conftitqtkm — ^If it pBrmits 
" thefe abufes, it is either not a good one, or good cmfy in partj 

and dcfedHve in its principles, conftrudion, and eflTeds. ' The 
" continual applaufe beftowed upon it by Placemen, Penfiooers, 
« Government Contraftors, Court Expe&ants, and the Wrcd 
" Editors of Proftitutcd Newfpapers, has juftly - excited «ir 
** fufpicion either of its excellence or its exiftenoe. It may be 

good for THEM and not for us : and as we are no longer to 
" be amufcd with a Name or a Phantom^ wc will direft our 
" enquiries to the fa£l. 

" We contemplate with pleafure the progreTs which dus 
^ Nation and Mankind in general are now making in the hi- 
" therto myfterious fcience of Government. We cMenre a 
^ fpirit of calm and rational enquiry rifmg and diffufing itisif 
« amonj all orders of people ; and of a nature totally diftrcnt 

from the tumultuous malevolence of Party, and the arifidal 
" policy of Statefmcn. 

" We are defirous, therefore, of uniting with the femd 
" Societies already formed in various parts of die natioBb ftr 
" promoting an enquiry into, and aflerting the Rights flf die 
" People. We call upon our fellow Citizens of adl dcfenp- 

tions to inftitute fimilar Societies, for the fame great pinpofe; 
" and we recommend a general correfpondence with each odier, 

and with the Society for Constitutional Informatioii 

at London^, as the beft means of cementing the cominoa 
*^ union, and of direding our united efforts with greater cttigr 
" and cffca." 

" Re/chcdj 

" That the fol/owing be the Rules of the Society : 

" I. The number of Members fliall be unlimited, and cad 

" fubfcribe not lefs than is. 6d. per quarter, for the purpo&of 

" carrying on the defigns of the inftitution." 

" II. The Society fliall meet in fmall parties^ or divifioos 

" monthlf] 
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monthly, on any day of the firft week of the month, except 
" TueiHay ; and when any divifion amounts to thirty members, 
" it ihall be fubdivided and form two." 

, ^ III. Each divifion to eleft a Chairman and Secretary 
" quarterly, and at the firft meeting of the quarter. The 
** Chairman to be their Reprcfentative in a General Com- 
" mittee ; and in cafe the divifion fhall confift of twenty per- 
^ fons, another Reprefentative fliall be chofen to accompany 
the Chairman. The Secretary fliall record the tranfiifiions, 
" and deliver quarterly to tlie General Committee a corrcft 
" lift of the Members of fuch divifion, colleft the fubfcrip- 
" tions, and pay them forthwith to the Treafarer of the 
« Society." 

" IV. The Reprefcntatives fliall form a Genend Commit-* 
" tec — meet every Tucfday — and at their firft meeting in each 
" quarter eleft a Chairman and principal Secretary. They 
" fliall corrcfpond with fimilar inftitutions — determine on all 

pubhcations to be circulated by the Society — ^report to their 
" refpeclive divifions the proceedings and correfpondence of 

the Committee — and in all cafes be governed by the prcvail- 
U ing fcnthnents of their conftituents." 

" V. The Chairman of the General Committee ihall be 

Trcafurer for the time being — receive the fubfcriptions — . 
" pay all dift)urfv;mcnts under the dirediion of the Conmiittee 
^* — and have his accounts audited by the next fucceeding 
" Committee," 

" VI. Every divifion fliall determine within itfelf on the 
^ mode of admitting Members, and all other matters not pro* 
« vided for in the foregoing articles." 

A, C. RUSSELL, Sec." 



" At a meeting held Friday, 27th April, 1792, at the Secrc- 
" tary's, Tooke's-court, Chancery-lane. 

« PRESENT, 
^ Major Cartwright in the Chair, 
" Mr. Batlcy, Mr. I. L. Batlcy, M. Merry, Mr. Williams, 

« Mr. 
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« Mr. Lockhart, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mn FraB^ Captain Har- 
wood. Mr. I. Adams, Mr. A. Bufh, Mr. M. Buih, Mr. M. 
« Pearfon, Mr. Sharpc, Mr. FavcB, Mr. Walfl^ Mr. Fka- 
« gerald, Mr. HoUis, Dr. Edwards, Mr. HuU» Mx. Coopers 
^ Mr.Tuffin. 

^ Read the following letter, addref&d to the Soctetf called die 
Friends of die People, aflbciated for Conftitutioiad Refiam, 
aflembled at Free Mafons Tavern. 

« SIR, 

« By the Society for Conftitutional I uf or inati Dn» I am cm« 
mandcd to rxprefs to you the fatis&fBon that its memben 
fee! on the inftitution of your Society. 

That the Houfc of Commons itfclf, which is4beTei7 fiikr 
jcd to be reformed, fhould have furnifhed a part of diis 
ftrcngth, may ultimately aiFord important advantagies to die 
public. But it muft not, Sir, be difguifed, that at firft dui 
circumftance will neceilarily be accompanied with doubts, wiA 
fufpicions, with appreheniioiis. It is not, Sir, fbc firft tnne 
that numbers of that houfe have prufefled thecDfidves Rc6r- 
mers: It is not the firft time diat they hare entered into popu- 
lar aiTociations. But fhould dicy, on diis occafioiii pmt 
faithfully inftrumental in effeding a fubftantial refcmsindie 
reprefentation of the people, and the duration of Paribmenn, 
it will be the firft time diat the nation hath not found itUCia 
an error, when it placed confidence in afTociated Menben of 
Parliament, for the recoveries of the conftitutionad and ifl- 
eftimable rights of the people. The long-loft rights t)f re- 
prefentation, are rights, Sir, which in trudi are not to ht 
recovered but by the exertions and the unanimity of Ac people 
themfelves. ImprefTcd with this great truth, it has been m 
invariable objcdl of this fociety ' to revive in the minds of 
the commonalty at large a knowledge of their lofl rights, re- 
fpefting the election and duration of the reprefentative hod/— 
and we doobt not that your fociety will fee the wifdom of pur- 
fuing a like courfe. May it taftc the delight of diffufing diis 
knowledge ; may it reap the honour of calling forth the ener- 
gies of the natbn ! 

« Whea 



i 
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When this Society, Sir, contemplates that flood of light and 

* truth which, under a benign Providence, is now fweeping 
** from the earth dcfpotifm in all its forms, and infringement cf 

rights in all its degrees, to make way for freedom, juftice, 

* peace, and htmian happinefs ; and when it fees your Society 
announce itfelf to tilie world as the Friends of the People ; it 
refts aiTurcd that this new inltitution abundantly partakes of 

* that light, that it embraces that truth, and it will z& up to 
^ the (acrednefs of that fricndlhip which it profeffes, by nobly 

* cafting from it, with difdain, all ariftocratic referves, and 
fairly and honefOy contending for the people's rights in their 
full extent 

*• Here, Sir, be afTured, lies all your ftrcngth. You may 

* boaft of names, of wealth, of talents, and even of principles ; 
" but without the fdlowfliip of the people, underftanding and 

feeling their immediate intereft in the conteft, your aflfocia- 
tion, whenever it gr^les with that powerful deipotifin to 

^ which it is oppofed, and to whidi a conftitutional cloak gives 
double ftrengdi, will moft aflurcdly crumble to duft. 

Here, Sii, it is with peculiar fiitisfaftion that the Society 

^ for Conflrtudonal Information can exprefs its belief, that to 

* its own unequivocal, * Declaration of Rights, without whidi 
no Englifliman can be a Free Man, nor the Englifti nation 
Free People,' it owes that confidence, on the part of all true 

" friends to a fubfbmtial Reform of Parliament, whidi in all 
^ periods of the Sodety's exiftenoe it has invariably eicperi- 
enced. 

^ This fhort declaration, tuiimi i iing m more than four difl:in6l 
^ propofitions, fatisfied the people that the Society aflTumcd not 
^ the office of Reformer, without knowmg wrdi prodfion what 
" wanted Reform; nor the charafter of friend, without «ani- 
" feftlng that fmcerity which gave proof of its attachment It 

left to fuch Reformers as Mr. Burke to talk of the People's 

Liberties, and at the feme time to deny or explain away their 

Rights. 

" This Society, Sir, trufts that the purity ^f prindple whidi 

* a£hiated individual Members of Parligmcnt, who joined the 
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^ aubciations that have been fpokcn of, will In no degree be 
affedcd by the obfervations that have bf en made upon the in- 
« fuificicncyof thofe aflociations. But, convinced that ^ llrong 
^ iniprcffion ftill remains upon the minds of the people, that ia 
general perfons who^ have long been accuftomed to hold feats 
in the Houfe of Commons, under the prcfent abufes in die 
^ reprefentation, and whofe conne£tions are aU ariftocraHci 
" muH be almoft more than men, at once and completelj to 
iacrifice both prejudice and unwarranted power at the Altai 
of Freedom j — this Society, convinced, I lay. Sir, of the 
exiftence of this impreflion, would not fuller its delicsKj to 
ftand in the way of its duty on this important occafion ; but 
determined, with the ft anknefs belonging to fincere aife^Uon, 
to warn its new brethren againft a danger to v/biA they 
might otherwife become expofed through mere inadver* 
" tency. 

That the diftinguifhcd perfons who have adorned die Senate, 
and now adorn your Society, may be found equal to die fubr 
lime efforts of virtue which their fituation now demands, and 
may on that account receive the blei&ngs of tfaeif country, 
and of mankind, to the lateft pofterity, is the iincere, thcarT 
^ dent wifh of the Society for Conftitutional Information ! lo 
" whofe name 1 have the honour to fubfcribe myfelf with giat 
regard/' 

« Refolved, That the faid letter be figned by the Chairman of 
this Meeting, and fent to the laid Society, at their next geneiil 

" Meeting." 



Mr, Thomas Maclean, I found this among Mr. Adams'^ 

papers, 

(// was read,) 

SIR, 

Fully fcnfible that the Society for Conftitutional Informatiaa 
" have made no facrifice to delicacy in their addrefe to us, weoo 
« our part ihall affcft nodifguifc, 

« Volua- 
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Voluntary afltxiations not being armed with public autl.o- 
" rity, have no force but that of truth, no hope of fuccefs but 
" in the ftrength of reafon, and the concurrence of the public. 

We profcfs not to entertain a wifh * that the great plan 
" of public benefit which Mr. Paine has fo powerfully recom- 
« mended will fpeedily be carded into efFetft,' nor to amufe our 
fellow-citizens with the magnificent promife of obtaining for 
them * the rights of the people in their full extent — the inde- 
finite language of delufion, which by opening unbounded pro- 
** fpe£b of political adventure, tends to deftroy that public opi- 
" nion which is the fupport of all firee governments, and to ex- 
" cite a fpirit of innovation of which no wifdom can forefec the 
efFefts, and no /kill direft the courfe. We view man as he 
is, the creature of habit, as well as of reafon. We think it 
" therefore our bounden duty to propofe no extreme changes, 
which, however fpecious in theory, can never be accompliflied 
without violence to the fettled opinions of mankind, nor at- 
" tempted without endangering fome of die moll eftimablc ad- 
" vantages which we confeffedly enjoy. We are convinced 
that the people bear a fixed attachment to the happy form of 
our government, and the genuine principles of our 'G^ifti^- 
" tution; thefe wecherifli as objcdls of juft affeftion, not from 
" any implicit reverence, or habitual fuperftition, but as inftitu- 
« tions beft calculated to produce the happinefs of man in civil 
" fociety : and it is becaufe we are convinced that abufes are 
undermining and corrupting them, tliat we have aflbciated for 
the prefer vation of thofe principles. 

Wc wifli to reform the Conftitution, becaufe we wifh to 
" preferve it. 

" AfTociations formed in the face of power, in oppofition to 
the interefts of our prefcnt legiflators, evince that individual 
fecurity and perjonal indcpcndeiKc are already elbbli^h^;d by 
our laws. 

The immenfe accumulation of debt, the enormous taxation 
« of feventeen millions of annual revenue, dempnftrate that the 
" coUeffive iniQi'^iks of the community have been iieglc(^ed or 
betrayed. 

« We 



» We htlitvt the defeaive cooftitiitioo of Ae dfanbty o- 
trufted with the public purfe, to fac die real fburee of tUi 
evil. With this view we have pledged ourfidves td attea^ 
a timelj and ialutary reform, adhering, in every mealiive we 
may take, to the fuadamental prindplea of die ConftituSiaD* 
According to thok acknowledged prindplei, die peopk hanre 
a perfcS right to poffefs an organ, by wfaidi die public mind 
may fpeak in legiflation ; and to bind dieir reprdentttivcs to 
the intertfts of the whde community, by a ficquent iram* 
tion of the truft. Thefe objeds accompfiflieds we. Vkevm 
abufes will find no prote£Uon in a genuine repzcfemadon of 
the people ; that regulations beft adapted to die public hap* 
pineis will be gradually infuied into our laws» Chrov^ die 
known channels of legiflation ; and that the ng^ted mindi of 
men, refuming their confidence in parliament wSL fublide 
into a calm expecbtion of redrefs, without fiw g ptt iug dieyno- 
ciples or violating the form of die Conftitution* 
« Thefe, as we ihink, are the views of men detefting aoKck^ 
yet fincere friends of the people. Your letter wpptm to oi 
to be written with a view to create diflruft of <Nir defigpB, to 
infinuate doubts of fincerity, and to excite an eariyfuipciooaf 
our principles in the minds of the people. We have not^hcnr* 
ever, refufed, in anfwer, to difcbum what we coQdemDi and 
to avow our rc;il objeds, from the purfuit of which we wiS 
not fufiFcr ourfclvcs to be diverted by any oontroverfy. We 
muft beg leave, at the fame time, to decline all future jnter* 
courfe with a Society whofe views and obje£b, as fiu* atwt 
can collect them from the various rciblutions and proceoEngs 
which have been publiflicd, we cannot help regarding as ine- 
concileable with thofe real interefts on whidi you pn3le& to 
inform and enlighten the people. 

JOHN RUSSEL, Chaimn." 

FreemafojCs Tavern^ 
Saturday^ Maf i2th^ '792-" 

Addrefled « John Cartwright^ Efy. Chairman ta the Sxui/ 
/pr CQnftiuaknal Infonnation:' 
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« FnemafinsTaverny May ilthy 1792." 

* At a General Meeting of tfie Society of the Friends of the 
^ People, aflbciated for the purpofe of obtaining Parliamentary 

Refbrniy 

• The Right Honotirable Lord John RuiTel in the chair. 

^ Reiblved, dtat the proceedings of this day, including the 
letter from the Society for Conftitutional Information, and 
^ the anfwer of this Society to that letter, be printed and pub- 

« liflUHL" 

« Reiblved, That, together widi the anfwer of this Society 
^ to die letter of die Society for Conftitutional Information, 
^ there be tranlmicted to John Cartwright, Efquire, Chair*- 
man of that Society, a copy of the Refolution of the Society 
of the Friends of the People, to print and publilh die letter 
« and reply," 

" JOHN RUSSEL, Chairman/' 



Mr. Tbenuts Maclean. I found this among Mr. Adams's 
papers. 

Mr. Bawir (ft Mr. William WoodfalL) You kt there is an 
alteration of the date in this paper ; whofe hand-writing do you 
believe that alteration to be ? 

j£ It is difficult to decide— >it is not very clearly written. 

j^. Whofe do you believe it to be I 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. A mere alteration of a date ! 

J. I diink it dificttlt to decide^ but rather think it to be Mr. 
Home Tooke's. 

AAr. T$oie. It certainly is mine. 

L$rd Chief Juftke Eyre. What is it i 

Mr. Bower. It is ^ ultimo" altered to ^ Match i*' it Was 
takctt iBta confidefatigii the 4lh of May. 

(A 
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(It was read*) 
" At a meeting of the Delegates of the Umted Conftitutkmal 
Sock-ties, heid the 24th of March, 179a, at the Whedcf 
« Fortunes Saint Edmund's, in the city of Norwich, it c wis 
unaniinouily agreed to communicate to the gentlemen ef the 
London Society for Conilitutional Infoimation the fuUmifUig 
^ rcfolutions. 

" I ft. We ;irc happy to fee the fuccefs of die ShefBdd So- 
" cicty for Conftitutionjl Reform, and approve of tbc Dikga^ 
" tions which you and ihey have made, in order tolbnh a planof 

General Information ; wc humbly beg that you wonM gfaftt 
" to us the fame favour; and it is our wifli thdt all the 'fio^ 
** cietics of a fimilnr kind in England were only as fo mauiy 
** members ftrcngly and indijjblubly united in one politiaxl bedf**' 
2dly. We believe that inftrudting the people in pofitidd 
" knowledge, and in their natural and inherent rights as men, 
" is the only cftcdual way to obtain the grand obje<5i of Reform; 
" for men need only be made acquainted with the abufes of go- 
" vcrnment, and they will readily join in every lawful means to 
" obtain redrefs. AVe have the plcafure to inform you tfajt .our 

Societies confift of fme hundreds i and new /octet ies are fre^ 

quently for?nifigy which by delegates preferve a mutual inters 
^ coujj'e zvith cuch cthi r for inJhuSiion and inftrmaticmi and die 
" greatcft care has been taken to preferve order and vegahntf 
" at our meetings, to convince the world that riot anddifiurder 

arc no parts of our political creed." 

« 3dly. >Ve believe, and are firmly pcrfuadcd, that Mr. Burke 
« (the once friend of Libtrty) has traduced the greateft and 
moft glorious Revolution ever recorded in the annak of 
hiftory. We thank: Mr. Burke for the polirical <IifcuiEon 
** provoked, and by which he has opened unto us the dawn of a 

• glorious day." 

" 4thly. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks arc eipeciallj 
** due, for his firji and jl ccnd Part cf the Rights c/Alanyxd 

* We finccrcly wilh ttet.he uiay live to/.e his lnh:irs <re9mei 
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^ kvstk /uccifs in the general diffufien rf Ubertj aUd bappihefi 
* anwng mankind.** 

" 5thljr. Wcview, with concenii the hte dUcoverics rdadve 

to the Weftninfter eleftioii) in 1788; and conceive our- 
^ felve% andaO trite friends of ftcedomi under grtat obligation^ 

to Meflhi ThomfixH Wyndham^ Francis^ Taylor^ and all 
<^ the noble and fpirited MINORITYi <br thdr exerttoM in 
^ order to difcover die true fimrce of that abominabk and ini<* 
^ quitout procedure.'* 

" 6dily. Wt congratulate our brethren in the various pcurts 
^ of the kingdom, on the progreTs of political knowledge, 
^ and earneftly intreat them to increafe tbeir aJfieiMMs^ in 
« $rder l# fitm frani and exten/he nnimt eif all the ftienit 
^ general lUertj--'^ we hope the time is not fiur diftant, 
^ when the people of Ei^land will be equally and ftithfully 
^ repreiented in parliament*'* 

^ Signed by order^ 

« JOHN BROUGHTON, Chainnan-'* 
Addrefled <^ ^e London Confiitnti$nal Society.** 



Mr, Maclean. I found this letter amongft Mr. Adams's 
papers* 

Mr.Bawer. (to Mr. miliam fFooe^alL) Whetfier the de- 
icriptjons in the lift of peribns at the end of that letter arc itk 
dse hand-writing of the prifbner, or not f 

jf. They are» 

{The following entry iuas read /rem the book of the Society for 
Cnjfiitutional Infomutien.) 

<^ At a meeting hdd Friday, 4th May, 1792, at the Secretary^ 
^ bmiic, Tooke's-court, Chancery-lane. 
« PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Sharpe in die Chair. 
« i^.|,ILTooke, Mr. Williams, Mr.Merry^ Mr.M.Pe^- 
. f to, Mr. Fttsgenld, Captain Harwood, Mr. Lockbar^ 
. « M^ Cartmighi^ Uu IMlis, Mr. Paias^ Mr. WiUtam 
^01,1. O •Sha^ 
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. Sharpe, Mr. Adams, Mr.M^Bufl^ Kcv. Nk. JoyiXr Afa 
^ Froft, Mr. Afpinal, Mr, A. Bufl^ Mr. Whcdcc, Mii 
^ Walker^ Mr.WaUh, Dr.Kenufliy Mr^Tuflin. 
^ The Mowing Gentlemen^ recouuncDd^ hf die Nonricb 
;«* Society, were clcdcd alYociated nembeni •£.dm Sooktf — 
" Mr. Thwnas GutF, i'lr, WUfam Ta>k>r» Mr. WiOittn Firth, 
« Mr- rhomas Barward, Mr. Qeorge Watfim, Mr. Mark 
Wilks, Mr. CharlcH Bafliam, Mr. John Dilrympk^ Mr. 
** Edward Barrow, Mr. Henry Dobfon, Mr.HenryCattw.. 
. Mr. Martin, .o( Biduxioikl4>uilding$, DeaivAryaQCr Soho^ 
^ was proposed as an honorary member, by Mcm^ Topkc, and 
« fccondcd by Mr. Fruil. 

^ Read the fbllviwing: leucr:» from the RevohttifB Con" 
^ ftitutioiial Societies at Norwich. 

1 This Society having received the following comnumMCtfioB 

** from the Revoiutimi Society at Norwich, viz^ * — • 

^ To the London SocUtyfor Gnjtitulional hrfinrmaiin^ 
^ The Re\'o1ution Socicry wifbes to open, a mmmaaiiasaxgk 
^ with you at this time, when corruptum has acqiMtvdL a piiUi- 
^ city in the ienate,. which' ^xaA<i Irom the booour of the 
^ Brltilh nation renewed exertions for ParUameiitarf SeftriD. 
— ^Without prejudging tiie probable events of fiidi an apr 
plication to the le^illature^ thi^ Society is wdllii^ todicubte 
^ the intonnation> and to co-operate in the meafims dBKOsy 
fccm bclb adapted to fiirthor fo deflrable and- iaipwtttfl A 
^ end. It is willing to hope the rcdrels of every eSttfting gffcr- 
** ancc at. the handN ol' a Ciox ernment refultijig from an.anwr 
« dinary convocailon> in 1688, of all who liad at any preoeiiif 
« time been clecVcd reprellntatives of the people,, afifted bjdie 
Jiereditary rounl'cl!oi-s of the nation, and. a peculiar dtpte- 
^ tion from the metropolis, which National. CoNSTiTumG 
** AlVembly cafliiered ibr miiconduJt a King of the Houfe «l 
Stuart. 

• ^ llu? opinions and principles; of this Society airtfctfcf^ 
plauicd by an appeal to their literary repi«fenlitivff» ^» 
^ Jabn^ Mackintolh, audior of Vindicix GalUaoy\ dil| Secieff 



ftffiers the tribute itt JppfoiatUn and Gfatiiti^ey for ihh 
knowledge, the eloquence, and philofophtcal fpirit with which 
^ he has explaimd^ defended^ and. commented on the Re'Oolution 
« of France* It heftt^ttes to aflent to this only of his opinions, 
« that * thqre are but two tnterefts in focicty, thofc of the rich 
and thofe of the poor.* If fo^ what chance have the ktterf 
" Surely the interefts of all the induftrious, from the richefl mer- 
** chant, to the pooreft mechanjcj arc in every community the 
^ fame— >to Icflien the numbers of the unprodu£Ure» lo whofe 
" maintenance they contribute, and to do away fuch inftitutions 
and in[}pofts4is abridge die means of maintenance, b/ refilling 
** the demand for labour, or by (haring its reward) as the 
" means moft conducive to this comprehendve end^ thtf Norwich 
^ Revolution Society defires an equitable rcprefentation of the 
" people. - , • 

" J he Rights 4f Man^ by Thomas Painij and The Advice 
Co the Privileged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have aUb been 
^ read with attention, and circulated with avidity* They 
« point out with clearnefs moft of the abufes which have ac- 
^ cumulated under tht Britijb Government \ they attack witli 
^ energy moft of the prejudices which have tended to perpetuate 
•* them* 

** Internally, our Society is thus organized Any perfon 

* propofed and ieconded by a member' is received, on paying an 
adniiflion fine, and obliging himfclf to an annual contribidiion 
toward the purchafc of hook^ibr. the ufe of the Society, and 
for circulation among the confederated clubs. The members 
ailemble iwise^ monthly^ A Gmmittee of CorreJfondeTke is 

^ periodically elcded by ballot, to klcGt books, and to oondu£t 
•* the other literary bufincfs. J Committee of twelve is periodic 
^ cally named by aceiamution to attend ieveraUy the meetings of 
« the various confederated clubsy which are invited an like maiv- 

• ncr to depute a member the monthly meetings of this : ihofe 
^ clubs are now icvcn in number ; and more are expeded to' all- 

nounce their adherence. The. N^nrich Revcrfudott Sbtietv. 
^ propofing to extend this form of combinadon^ tr nrmrflhW fer 
.i t) ^ ^ admi/BoA 
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* a^i Aon into Ac London SodeCj far CmiWimiiuniil Iflfitm»> 

^ tion the following twdve perfixii: 

« Thomts Goff; Chairmais 

« William Taylor, onroT Ac firft M i w fjfKu gt iy 

« William Firth, a cmiGdenble Mamiiaural^ 

^ Thomas Barnard, diflo, 

« George Watfon, 

« Mark Wilks, Preadier, 

Charles Bafluun, 

John DalrympIC) 
* Edward Barrow, a confiderable WaKhov<aiiaf% 
^ Henry Doblbn, 

Henry Catton. 

« THOMAS GOFF, CWnuD.** 

« Norwich^ April 2btb^ 1792.'* 

Addreffcd, ^John Cartwrigki, EJf. 4, TMi^t^mrt, 
^ Cbancery-JaHfj Lotukn** 

^ ReTolved^ That this Society receives Ae above conmnn* 
^ cation with the moft heart-fielt fi<isfcaion» anA- dducsor- 
neftly to concur and invoperate wi A thofe Soowtias. m dor 
laudable obje£b ; that the Secretary do inform Af cf Ar 
^ fiune, and that Ais Society has unanimoufly ^Irft pd Aelmlfe 
^ members of Ae Norwich Society ta be aHr>yi a|)pA t-^^ 
« of Ais Society." 



Mr. Btwer, Wc now propofe to read a letter Iran Um6l 
Mr. Woodfall, look at that letter and fee whether ai^ pit et 
it is Mr. Tooke's. 

A There is a line m Ais firft page which is Mr. Toob) 
hand-writing. 

L§rJ Chief Juftice Eyre. Where does that ma 
from I 

Mr.B9wer. It was found among Mr. Martbi'^ pi^eni it 
ktfaednftof aletter. 
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lAfi aUf JifllUi Syrt. What is in Mr. Tooke'i \»xA. 

writing? 

Mr. B$wir. The words, ^ Gentlemen lb highly approved 
^ of bj the public^'' inftead of dw w^ds learned men.** 

{It was read.) 

« SIR, 

I have before me your £ivour of die I4di inftant, inform- 
^ Ing me that at a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, held laft Friday, I was unanimoufly deded an 
honorary member. I beg yon will be fo good as to affiire 
^ die Society I efteem this honour as it ought to be efteemed 
^ by me. I have the honour to know but fow of die members; 
^ I camiot prefome dua imputable to private individuals, and 
^ mhr from prefuming my coiidud to be fuch as to attraft 
^ the nodce of Gendcmen fo highly approved of by d)e 
« public'** 



t JUr. AtHrmif GimrML We pcopofe now fo read the proceed- 
iags of the iidi of May, 1792. It may be material tomeiH 
don, that it will appear by the books that the dinner dub be- 
gpnM die xft of June, % die meetings before <faat time 
were at die Secretary's houfo, and there were no preceding 
cknners. 

(The fflbwing entries were n^i frm the ho§is ^ the Sme(y 
Jir CeH/fituttonal Jnjormatien.) 

« At a Meeting hdd Friday, iith May, 1799, 4ttdie Secie^ 
^ tary's houfe, Tooke's Court, Chancery Lane, 

« PRESENT, 
^ Msgor Cartwrigfit in the chair 
« Dr. Mdville, Mr. Jeremiah Badey, Mr. T. L. Badey, Rev. 
« Mr. Joyce, Mr. Lockhart^ Mf. Bulb, Mir. Fits|pald, 
« Mr. Sharpen Mr. Tooke, Mr. WiiUamsi Mr. W. Sharpe, 
O 3 «* Mr» 




,f Mr. Tufln, Mr. Fmft» .Mr. JM^M^ ^UllMilf 

« Mr. Weft, LordDaer, Mr. M. BuOi, Mr. Aipud^^Bpl 
T0okit Htrirae^ Mr. i iIIhIm 4M» 
>mHH Mr. I. Adun^ Mr. Ci«ril»«H9(w44r4#rdli/ • 

** Rdblved, That diere he a-<Gomni«H|ptiaa jButt tfldrfidci* 
•* cty widi die Sodetr of die Friends ''or liie Ca iitky% if' 
«* Paris, known by die name of The Jacbbinh" 

- > Read die Mowing Addrda from tMl abci«y# W jllid) 

•« "br Friendi the Conftitutian'at Mj "cJWt t!ii-jBiitt>. 

;.• , . • . . vi-f! ('«Mai'i»f»;,. 

■ B&OTIiKKS, AND FEllOW «ITI»SKS .«» JRfHr 

' « The cordial dhd afleaionaft feeeptiop » lA vfayj lj ^ liit 

^ honoured our worthy countrymen, Mr 
«*'Mr, Junes Watt, memben of 4ie Sbektf 
« and uirited whh our Societj, tas been'« 
•^^econrefjwndettctOf Aofegcm^ '^''ISIL** 

^ In oflfering you our congratulatichis on the |^orioa<nHhi- 
^ lution which your nation hitfi.j|BB(BPpUllied» we %Ciii'a1» 1 
•* guage which only fincerity can didate, 'ciam 1 

The fbrmdity of Courts aibrdi 'ne f mfiltiMrlthV^fc i 

do our thoughts juftice, we girt to -lhe'MMMiM4lii^jf|: 
^ Mights in, and we hail you as brodiersi^ • ^iw MMb'-io : | 
'-^ tit 4t no^ among die leaft of 
<«. ;ttiifbidi4g to an aftoniihcd wiirid; 4*t ttiit*' 
^ ibme wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, 
^ bre^ tbcii common chain^ and nilh into 
The* principle that caii produce fuch. an 

fpring of no earthly court; and wlulllft'it ekkibi* -mm^ 
^iqcpcnfivp iniquity of fcmiti f^Mth'M^m^lmig^^ 
« felicity, to fay, Wp hai^e done with lhM4 . i .^iia««Vjj » 

^ In contemplating the pdidcal ccndttioQ of 
^ cannot conceive a mdre diahdii^ iyftem of 
< than that which hitherto betil geneiil^firaftiM 
^\ world: to feed the avarice and gratify 

bitiol^ die fraternity tif dw human aofce VM|tofeMl^l 

4S if the fcreral na(jms gf die. t9A M tnfMtaMl h 

to ^'ri*! 
w 
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irml Gods. Man ins not coniidered man as -die wark ^ 
^ One Creator, 

. ^ llie political inftft^tions under wilick lie has lived have 

been oounter to whatever religion he profefled. 

^ Inftcad of that vniveWal bemVolence whidi the mondky of 
^ every known religion declarcS|- behas keen polkicalljr bred to 
" conficjer his fpecies as bis natural enemy, and to defcribe 
IK vimies and %ioes bf a geogr2^>bical chart. . • - 

7*he principles vk now declare are not peculiar to the fo- 
^ cicty that addreiTcs youi they arc extending thenifelves, with 
*^ accumulating force, through every part of onr coantrj', and 

derive ftrcngth from an union of caufes, which no odicr 

priikiples admit. 

" The leligious friend of man, of every denominationi re- 
^ curds them 4is bis own-; they annnate the lover 6f rational 

liberty ; ' and they cherifh die heart of the poOTS now bending 
I*' under an opprciiion. of taxes, hy a j^4afpoEt -of relief. 

^ We have againft us only that iame enemy which is the 
?* enemy of juftice in all countriies— ^ herd of <:ourtiers /atten- 

ing on the fpoii of die public 
^ ^ It would have given an additional triumph to our congra* 
^ tuladofl^ if the equal rights of man {which are the ibunda^ 
" tion of your doclaration of Rights) had -been recognised by 

the Governmentts around you^ and tranqtitlly eftabliflled In 

all : but if deipotiims be ttHl referved, to exhibit, by Gonfpi<- 
^ racy and combiiiatioi^ a further example of in£imy to future 

ages, chat power that di(pofes of events heft knows the means 
^ of making that example finally beneficial to his creatures. 

We have beheld your peaceable principles infulted by 

defpotac ignorances we have, feen the right hand of fellow- 
^ (hip^ which you hold out to the world, rejc£led by diofc who 
^ riot on its plunder : we now behold you a nation provoked 

into dcfettoe » and we can fsc no mode of defence equal to 

that of cftabiifliing the general freedom of Europe, • 

In this beft of cauies we wifli you fuccefs. Our heaits go 

with yoM f and in £iying this, we believe we utter the voice 

of millions/' 

, .. O 4 « Rcfolved, 



Rcfblml, That the above addreft be figaed bf At dub- 
« man and fecrctary, and that Mr, I. H. Tooke be-nqwAidtBr 
^ tranfinit it, widi all poi&ble dirpatd^ to Mr. Jnet Wan» at 

« Paris." 

« Reiblvcd, That the fiud Addreft be read a fisoond time u 
*^ the next meeting, for publication.*' 

<^ At a meeting held Friday, the i8di oPMqTy «7fS»* 

^ the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand: 

« PRESENT, 
Major Cartwright in the chair* 
" Mr. Tooke, Mf. Merry, Lord Daer, Mr, Paine. Mr.Lkyd^ 
^ Dr. Edwards, Mr. Bu(h, Mr. I. Adams, Capfeun T. Ibr- 
wood, Mr. I. L. Batley, Mr. Williams, Mr. HaB, Mr, 
^ Watts, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. William Sharpet Mr. Aipaal^ 
^ Mr. M, PearTon, Mr. Martin, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Soud^ 
Mr, Sharpe (Charlotte Street), Mr. M. Bulb, Mr. IaA> 
^ hart, Mr. Batley, Mr. Favell, Mr. Froft, Mr. CoqMH 
« Mr. Campbell, Mr. Tuffin- 

^ Read a fccond time the Addreft to the Friends of the Con* 
^ ftitution at Paris, known by the name of the JacoUA 
Ordered to be publifhed in the papers. 
^ Read the following letter, addrefled to the chaimnaB of Ais 
^ Society, from Mr. Thomas Paine. 

^ sin, ^ L0ful$Hj Mmy i8fl^ 1791. 

The honourable patronage whidi the Society fat GoiSi- 
<^ tutional Information has repeatedly given to the ivoribn itt- 
titled Rights of Man, renders it incumbent on me to 
M communicate to them whatever relates to the prqgf«A of tbofe 
" works. 

^ A great number of letters, from various parts of- the 
^ country, have come to me, exprefling an eameft defirr that 

the Firft and Second Parts of ^ Rights of Man' cooM be 
^ rendered more generally ufeful, by printing them in a cheaper 

manner than they have hitherto b^: as thofe rpqncflt iveft 
** from pcrfons to whom the purchafc at the prefent price w« 

« incon- 
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^ inconrenlent, I took the proper means for complyihg with 
^ their requeft. 

^ I am iince infbnned that the miriiftfy intend bringing a 
^ proieciition ; and as a nation (as well the poor as the rich) 
^ has a rtgti to know what any works are that are made the 
^ fubje^l of a profecutton, the getting out a cheap edttton is, t 
^ conceive, rendered more nece flar y than before, as a means 
^ towards fupporting that right f — and I have the pleafure of 
^ informing the Society that I am proceeding with the work« 
I am. Sir, with great refpeft. 

Your obedient, humble fervant^ 
« THOMAS PAINEL- 

^ To the chairman of the Society for Qn/litMtional Jnf9rmatt§n^ 

^ The ibciety took .into confideration the contents of the 
^ afbrefaid letter, and came to the foUowing refolutions : 

Refilved, That the thanks of this Socie^ be gtven to Mr. 
^ Thomas Paine, for the communication he has made^ and for 
^ the patriotic dtfintereftednefi manifefled thereto.*' 

Refolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoft aid 
^ towards fupporting the rights of the nation, and the froedom 
^ of the prc6, and him who has fo cflisntiaDj and fiiceefifiiUf 
H contributed to both," 

^ Refolved, Tliat the right of inveftigadi^ principles and 
" fyftems of government is one of diefe rights ; and that the 
^ works of any author, which cannot be refuted by reafonp 
^ cannot, on the prinai|des of good govcmnent or of connoa 
^ fenie, be made the fubje^ of a profecudoiL" 

^ Refolved, That die excefive does whidi this country 
^ pays, being now feventeen millions annually, give an addi- 
^ tional motive for die exercife of this right, and render it at 
^ the lame time a more fanmediate duty the nation owes to it- 
^ felf, to entcf upon and promote aU fuch inveftigations;" 

^ Refolved, That a c om mittee be af^nted to enquipB jBto 
^ die rumour of the above-mentioned pro&cudon ; and to report 
^ tbereop to the Swety ^ itt fl»t nwedhg." 

ti Rclblv«d, 
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^ thefe rdbUitions be tranfinitted to aD the 

H dMm an Kh&£nn tnd #iderif ,fiM%:Md Umq/A 

ftta4y coatifi^aiKc thereiiv??^:! v-'j rf.''»«.^. > .i - i*. .' u 
Jleiblv^, That 3,000 Q4ii9j<9r.|bK«bpvf;Xm wl JId^ 
VfoMioiis.bc printed, for tte yfarfittofia ri ll^ r *" li -a..-..-- 

J . ^. , 3^, *. • s 



jlir^! ^iliafi t $>uAd tKis paper at Mr. Aium'i, 
\Mr. Ower. '^Fhefe are the minutes of thofe idbliidoiil tviiidi 
wiTliaVc proved to Wte-cdirrcdidni in the handU^nilb^' JjTjEfr/ 



Tuokc 



l^MrJJktwifij GtnfraL Mr. Adam iiroredlafi i%hc diatiS 
paid far priMing Paine't-lcttrr, the rcfeladwiii Md jdie,ad4dl 
CD the Jacbbinsy in fevcrel new fpapefi ; we will new nid an ii^ 
frad'VHimnhis book, -which ira proved hv Mr, Ad^mi. There 
cf-SuioMervadon refpeding Ae fieriU aitcl the Wofldi 
Me declined infeit anf of - the SocrMes tiiiblifi«tiomtf | 
declined to iiifert this publication, and ||ie 
Acf money.' - .* - C ■ ' 
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«.2»< ^^[, .IJdSt, .^gtts,. - .. . ..-r: .JJ. -4 • 
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« Worid, declined. 

Oracle, - - - i 5 a "f 
Gazetteer, nturned. 
Morning Po/l, infcrted^ 
. ^.^ Engiifli Chronicle, > ^ x 6 o . 

General Evening, - - a .7 ^ 

CTA^ following entry was resi fr$m the book of the Soci^tg fir^ 
Conjlitutionai Informatiin^) • - ^ ^ 

** At a meeting hdd, Friday, 15th of May, 17^2, at'tbc 
" Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand. * ' ' ■ • 

PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Buth, in' Ae Chair. ' ' 

« Mr. Tooke, Dr. Maxwell, Mr. Merry, Mr. Paine, ]ilr. 
« F/oftt Mr. Bonney, Mr, C. Sharpe, Mr. L Adams, Mr. 
" John Martin, Mr.' A. Bufli, J^d Dacr,. Major Cvt*< 
^ Wghti Mr. Gerald, Mr. L Williams, Mr, .Lockhart, 
« Mr. FaveU, Mr. Joyce, Mr. WUliauns, Rev. Dr. Towers,. 
<*:I>r. Bdwards, Mr. Afpinal, Mr^ Fitzgerald, *Mr. .Sharpe, 
^ Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Tuffio, Mr. Balmanno» Mr. Kcn^ 
« blc, Mr. Cooper, Mr, M. Pcarfon. 
' Odcftd, That 6,eoo more copies of the -bills, directed lat 
the laft meeting, be printed: That 100 be fent to each of the 
** twelve aflbciated members of iSe Sheffield Conftitutional So* 
<^ cictics I 100 to each of the twelve aflbciated memher^s oC the 
Norwich C9nftitutional Society ; 200 to each of theoAcr 'So-i 
cictics couelponding with this Society; 200 'to Mr.* Joyce" 
for Mr. Fgx'af Derby /aiid' 200 'to tlie Bcfciety at flefcaV.** / 

UrdChirfJf^Mf£^€yVihs^'m ^. 
Mr, Gihlfs. It is Mr, Adams*s private booky in, ^idi}^ pro*. 
I^y, hekept.d^ acCQitfits, 
Mr. Jhit. Wc con&is the payment of oiir * 



( M4. ) 

Mr. GUbs. I fubmit that it is not evidence* 
Mr. Juftict Lawrence. It k evidence tbat die funu 

there were paid by him. 

Mr. Gibbs. If he has proved the hA, that the fumt which 

are in diat .book were paid by hinii dien diat bSt is proved out of 

bis mouths when I made die olijeAioiH k was offered as a book 

of die Society. 

Lird Chief Barm Macd9naU. He (aid, laft night, that aD 
the entries in diat book were of dilburfements he made. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. What is this an account of? 
. Mr* Jttormy GenermL It is for printing Paine's letter, and 
die addrcfs to the Jacobins. 

(The filkwing extraEt was read frem a hodt anidim^g title* 
ueral receipts and dijhurfements of the Socsetf f§r Qsj/Kiatimal 
Jnfirmaticn.) 

£• Mm d. 

^ May 15th. Goldney, as per receipt, for print* 
' ^ ing Paiine*s letter and addrefs to the Jacobiot il^ -f S 
^ May 25di. Parcel to SheiBdd, widi PaiiiB's 

^ tetter to Dundas • * « . • O ^ ri 
^ Ditto to Norwich - * « « «of8 
" Parcel to Leicefter, with Paine*s letter to 

^ Dundas .^^.r^* O i 



Mr. JuJlice Lawrence, Upon looking back to mj wjttMi. I 
not know whether I have not miftakeiH as to what Adams.fidr 
hefaid die book contained true entries^as he bdieveds l iBam^ 
that applied to die book of accounts^ but^ upon looking direr 
my notes, I believe he applied it |o the entries in the book dfAe 
Society. 

Mr. Erjkine. Your Lordflup is quite coneA) it HifKBd to 
the book of the Society. • 

Mr. Juftice Lawrence. I bcliev^ from ny^nicnorg^'diitV 
applied to both. * * . •= . . 
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(The filkwiMg intries wen read frm the hoil ef the Sicietf 
fir Offftiiutiifuil InfirmatUn,) 

^ May 2St/. 

^ Read a communication from die London Corre^nding So- 
* cicty, as follows : 
« sik, 

^ By dlreAion of (he Delegates of the London Corre(ponding 
^ Society, I have die honour of enclofing to you a copy of their 
^ addreft add regulatfons, which I requeft you will communis 
^ ute to die Conftitutionai Society. 
I am truly, Sir, 

Your obedient and" 
^ Very humble lenranf, 

^ THOMAS HARDY, Secretary- 
^ IBelly Exeter^eet^ May 24/i, 1792." 
* Ti the Chairman if the Conftitutiinal Siciety.^ 

« Rdblved, That die dianks of diis Sodrfy be returned 
^ die London CorreipoDding Society^ for the comaninicatioa 
^ which it has made to diis Society } and diat die fiirdier confi* 
^ deration of the (aid comnusnicatioa be p ol ^ po n cd to the next 
^ meeting of diis Society/' 

^ At a meeting held a^t die Crown and Anchor Tarcnn 
^ Strandy Friday, ift df June^ 17929 
« PRESENT, 
^ Robert Merry, £fip in die Chair. 

«^ Mr. L H. Teoke^ Mr« FroA^ Rar. Mr. Joyces Mr. W. 
« Sharps Bffr. Weft, Mr. John Marda, Mr. M. Ptefon, 
« Lord Dier, Mr. fionoey, Mr. Rm^ Mr. Stllrd^ Mr. 
« WilKMM, Mr. M. Bidb, CwfL TMkt Harwood, Mr. L 
« WillMMtt, Mr. A. Bttih, Mr. B;Ceepar, Mr. Loekhart^ Mr. 
« Afpinal, Mr. Watta» Mr. FaveH, Mr. Kemble^ Dr. Ed. 
« ward% Mr. L Adnfti^ Mr. Btfaflanoo^ Mr. Oenvd^ Mr. 

^ The SccMary icpvied dutt fee hed ftnt tjioo of the 
« printed biUt, ordaced at die hft meeting to die Shefidd Con- 
^ ftitttdeoid Seeietyi to dk Norwich Conftkutiond So- 

^ ciety^ 



* London Corr</pppifing,5iici^. W^-" J«7te»^ ^ *• 

^ fbrwanM.to Mr. Fox oF DerbV, aooj id die ConfliMjUttMl 
Whigs aooi, to thf^ ^oeie^j atJWpyjsn».„. ^ j,^.^^ 
^ RcfolvH That the Secretary lend to. Mrj^Jpfge^fj^sim 
^ forwarded to Birmingham^ 600 ; to the Sodety H^AH^P 
300 i to Mr. Walker, of Manche^, A^fX^i ;M J^f^fiet, 
f tQ be foryvarded to Liveqxvlf aopi^ t»Hu]f^^t^}f^ 
^ warded to 9^br>dge,. 50Q ; mi.400 tv, fxicd hr 
» diftributed ynoi^ the SocieWf in tic iiq ^| | ji|W|U^ 



« The Lrf>ndgn C<Kn4^^ gocictyi iffly^ 
3ociety for^ConilitudQiud.^Informa^^ ibe GBiMMij 
af *Mr. TKomai Paiiie^s letter' tt>. dmi^'an^ ^^SSl ' 
^ tidnstttbicqu(*nttljeretD. * .fc^ #• 

^ It gives' us inliiiite &tis62lion to thihi dutt inaiirao ir9 
^ toon reap the advantage of Mr. rginc's laMNUCfy-. m^a iitt^ 

cheaper edition of the Rjjg^ts^pf^ Jiilrfh. * " ' ^ ' . 
^ We-wc hbws^rer^^iio. way»4&rpri6dl;it jht ' ft| io ii ctfta fttH 
^ fecution being commcnfe^^pga^oift 2)iKwork||yte/11i^llHrSi» 
^ trine fubftituted f(3r lai^ ia.£i]g^lid^'that truth conftituteirAe 
«^ libel, the very ifitany* trpt^in JbothWf iliM i ufl o» the R^hli of 
<^ Man, reud^ ^^'^ .f^Pj^^ll^^9^^^teT^.ll^ 
« ftrationx fKrO^s againflk theirnni^^kia|\^ Ajl^^lMi • 
y the impwd^>vt|ligai^ j » 

* "fi^Iist^^ajc^ 

« by %ie^ tl)at ;it ha^. beeji, .^"^y^rH^i^fliS^^i^^ 
mmds of the people againft Mr. Paine, or his "artfl/i|itr¥ 
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,1 " We arc more willing to difcover therein fits Majtfty*s grcaC 
^ goodncis of heart and paternal carr^ anticipating our wamicft 

wi(hes, giving the greateft enooHragement to our different So- 
** defies, aini holding forth the (anie ftrong defire with us nf 

ahUling by the Conjfitutlon in .lis purt and, uncorrupt Jiatt'y of 
" ff curing the pnir/ic pence and profperityy of pr/ferving to 

ALL the full enjoyment of their rights^ and Uhertiesy both.rr^ 
^ ligious and, civil ; and (eeming, in fa£l, to encourage tbciii 
^ under the mod ferious. confideration of theif oum,welfarej and 
'** that of their pofterity 'r to join ws^ and unke their endeavoun* 

with ours in guarding againji all attempts aiming at she fuh- 

verfim rf wbolefonie and regular Governfnent^'^ and. to dljiou- 
** rage and reprefs^ to the utmojl of their power^ all procudingr • 

tending to produce riots and tumidts. 

Our ends being thus uncontrovertibly the fame, and there- 
^ by enjoying the rojral fandion> we unaginc that in exerciliug 
^ our right of meeting, when and where we pleaTc, of canvaiSiqig 
' ^ fudi fubje£ls as we think proper, of inftru£^ing our feUovy 
^ citizens, and of uniting our endeavours to obtahv a perfed re7 
^ prefentation in Parliament, we are taking the trued method of 

fccuring to ourfelve* and oW^<jlfterify."all the bleflings of li- 

bcrty and peace* 

^ Yielding to the Society for Conftitutionaf Information^ 
^ bodi in priority of inftitution, and in' gre^tnefs of abilide;}^ 
^ we yet put in our claim for equality of zeal towank die pb&. 
^ lie good) and firm determination to obtain it. ' • 

^ We arc, with great eAtem',' Sir, ' ■ • 

Your fiurirfiil, humble fervamts,. ' 

MAURICE MARGAROT^-Chatfaian: « 
• THOMAS H-ARDY, Secretary." ' • ^' 

Addrelled,* " ^Majer Cartiurightj Chairman tf the ^ociei^J^ 
^ Ctnftitutional InfrrmationJ* . ' ' ' 

« Ordered, iTbat -the .feiJ kctcr. publi^^ m flidf newf-^ 
papers iu iviU reciiv^ the .adv^rtile/n^nts-.pfAi^ SoQe^"- 

t * • . ..... . . ^ . . , I 

'■"•^It, 
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<^ At a Meeting held at the Crown and Andior Ta\'enl| 

^ Strand) on Friday the 8th of June, 1792, 
« PRESENT* 
^ Mr. Sturch in the chair. 

« Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Froft, Mr. Bonnejr, Coload Milc^ 
« Dr. Maxwetl, Mr. Hull, Mr. Sinclair^ Mr. M. Pcariba, 
« Mr. Lockhart, Rev. Mr. Jo)cc» Mr4 Favell, Mr. John 
* Martin, Mr. Choppin, Captain ToOke Harwood, Mr« 
*^ M. Buffa, Mr. Jennings Mr. BaImanrto» Mr. Afpinal^ 
« Mr. Weft, Mr. G. Williams Mr. Bulh, Mr. B. Cooper, 
^ Mr. Symonds Mr. Tuffin* Mr. Fitzgerald^ Mr. I. L 
« Batley, Mr. I. Adams. 

^ Rciblved^ That an open Committee of the Membeis of tU» 
^ Society meet at the Secretary^ houfis, to-morrcm» at two 
oVrlock, to take into confideration Mr. Paine's letter, ^riiidi 

* is to be printed in the Argus of to-morrow; and dnt the 

* Committee have power to tranfinit capita thereof to diedifle* 
^ rent Correiponding Societies in the country, it they flull dunk 
« proper.'* 



Mr» Attsrmy General. Your LordOiip will .find, from ibUe* 
quent entries that thoic words — ^ Paine's letter,"— means Mn 
Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas given in evidence upon the fixmer 
trial, and which will be givai in evidence ag;ain on this \ andjoiir 
Lord(bip will find, in the booik of accounts a pared to Nor* 
wich, of Paine's letter to Mr. Dundas ^ a parcel to Sheflkld; a 
parcel toGIafgow; another parcel to Sheffield; another to Nor- 
wich, Uq* We will now re<id the proceedings of the Coofti- 
tutional Society, of the 25th of M^-.y, and the 15th of JunCt 

May 25, 1792. 

^ Read a paper called a Proclamation, dated 21 ft inftani. 

^ Ordered, that the following refolutions relating to the fiud 
M paper, called a Proclam.vtion, be publifhed in all the ncwf- 
^ papers." 

The 
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" The Soriety took into conflderadon a paper, generaUy cir* 
culated, under the niame of a Proclamation, whereupon the 
^ Society came to the foflowing refolutions : 

ReToIved, That the great pains taken in the aforefaid cir- 
^ ciliated p2Lperj to inform the people of their hapjNnefs, ap- 
^ pears to this Society to be at Icaft unneceflary; for, if the 
^ people are happy, they need not the information ; and, if they. 
^ are not fo^ it is not a Proclamation that Will make them be- 
« lieve it" 

^ Refolved, That die people lieceflarily feparated, for the 
^ purpofe of following their feveral occupadons, and attending 
^ to their demeftid concerns, have a right to meetj ai!b<fi^te, and 
^ communicate together, upon all matters reladve to their com* 
^ mon good ; and it is a duty they reciptocally owe to each odier, 
« fo to do." 

" Refolved, That any publications, however denominated, 
^ which tend either directly, or by loofe^ general, and dbfcure 
** expreffions, to prohibit or controul the aforelaid right of allo^ 

ciation, or any other right^ renders the excrctte df that right 
*^ the more neceffiiry, and efpecially under die prefent circum - 

ftances, when the weight of taxes, and the excefSve deamefs 
^ of proviiions, are fubjeds of general complaint ; and an ap- 

prehenfion prevails, that a cdnfcderacy of Courts is formed, 
^ or forming, againft die natural and civil rights of man.'* 

^ Refolved, That as it is a more grievous injury to kill than 
^ to defiune, fo is it in the opinion of this Society much worie^ 
^ to* repeal and expunge, than to vilify and bring into contempt 
" the wife and wholefome provifions made for the preiervation 
" and fecurity of the rights and liberties of the people. " 

Refolved, That die provifions of an aft of thpJixdi of 

William and Mary, diap. 2. ** That from hencefordi no Par- 

1 lament whatfoever, diat (hall, at any time hereafter, be caU 
^ led, ailembled, or held, ihall have any continuance, any Ion- 

gcr than for diree years only, at the firtheft, to be accounted 
^ from the day on whidi, by die writs of fummons, the Aid 
^ Parliaments ihall be appointed to meet." 

Vol, I. P « Alfo^ 
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Alib, THt tbp proyifion of |^ William l\L 7, Atf 
<^ all iqatters tilii^igs rtrUf iqg tp tl^ wcUrgofvor^ii^ q(( ^ 
^ kingdom, which ^re prqpej;]/ cogr^iyWf ii^ ^ 
«^ ci^ Ify tbe laws 9ni cuiflqq^^of tbj^ «ln)i ^m^lV trjjiftftrrf 
there ; and al} rerglution^ tal^ ^[ftrcHpq^ Off^ 

of th{; Privy CoimcU as 11^4 fP4 W^fePltP! 

^ AUb, That the further proviCop b]i die dist 

perfon who has an ofKce, or place of profit^ uodoF d}e Slipgy 
V or r^eives a ge^iion frpfp tb; Cvown^ fliflL ba caHnlbk af 

fef ying ^? a uaea^bicr th^ ^iffe of CoinmoiifJ' 
Rcfplyed, That tha ftjrcgflii^j mcfCy i» a Kk^4P8F^^'^ 
<^ and wholefi>pie ocovifiqns^ ipa^ ficf tl^e prffhrvatjipp and ie« 
^ curity of Ae cigbta and litKutgt €^ ^M) R«vle» <IDM^ 

(landing, fo far from being llnce ftrengthcned an4 cqpftpncd 

b]^ fuhfc^ucnt h^Sf,^ haye^ to our gusat. xnilUue% be^ totally 
•f rcpeaW an4 taken awy." 

« Resolved, l^hi^t ibc monllcQus enpcmit^apd grijppqpMl^dia 
^ pr^feot natipnal debt V 

^ Tbi? gricvQua oppreifion of ^vcntam miMiow uuffufy <^ 

taxes J 

The fcandalous duration of pavliaments for fi^ven J^ink. 
Private proprietors uf bor9^gbs, fidfcly {tfctendljiig to be» 
" and really a<ilijig as, Rcprcfcntatives of the PeopIcL} 

^ Judgca claiming in all cafes, and undes all ckcmgf& ap aSf 
the determination of the criq:^naUty or innoqence of aqr aSy 
e;!f:cluiivLly of the jQiy; cxpenfive arm^ments> aqd OfQii* 
cing proclamations and encampmeolSj in time q£ a jnifarr* 
peace: 

^ Thcfe things vye cannot believe eidier wife or m| iojfefain e ^ 
^ and we declare it to be 2 fatal omiffion^ at tl^ tkpf.di die 
^ Revolution,, that thefc things were not fufficien^ gWtfded 
^ againft ; and we feel it our duty, to the utmoft of our pqvar, 
^ to obtain a full and fair reprefeiitation of the pepf^ wfaidi 
** we hold to be the only effedual fccurity for' their r^tt, 
^ liberties, and property, aud to be the only roealure that ^ 

- « prp^uce 
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prodiuSe fhAt <tae liibmifion to the laws^ and tbst joft con« 
fUenBd in the ifitffgriCy and wifdom of parliament, which are 
dedared in Ae fiiid paper, called a Proclamation, to be the 
ehief eaiifes (under PfOvideAce) of the weald^ die hapjnne&y 
and the proTperitjr of die kingdom4" 

' Mr. Tooke^ from the Committee appointed at die laft 
meetii^, to enqinre rdative to die rumour of a profecution 
agaitift Mr. Paine, defired time to make dieir report dU a 
fiitufe meettj^i^' 

^ At a Meeting, held on Friday, the I5di of June, 179I, at 
the Crown and Anehor Tawem, Strand, 
« PRESENT, 
« L H- Tooke^ Efq; in die chain 
Mn Simmonds Mr« Bonney, Mr, Froft, Mr. M« Pearibn, 
« Mr. W. Shwpe, Mr. C. Hull, Mr. Williams, Mr. Mar- 
« tin, Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Bufli, Mr- A. Bufli, Mr. Chop- 
« pin, Mr. Wood, Mr. ChatficH, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Dr. 
" Edwards, Mr. G. Williams, Mn Sinclair, Mn Sturch, 

* Mn Fitzgerald, Lord Daer, Mr. Afpinal, Colonel Miles, 
« Mr. Walih, Mr. Cooper. 

^ Read a letter from die London Correfponding Sodetv, 
(btii^, that dieyhad opened a fubfcription for die defence of 
Mr. Paine, and that they wifhed fix of dieir members might 
be aflbeiaCed with this Society. 

Ordered, That the fecretary be defired to inform the fccre- 
tary of the London Correfponding Society, that this Society 
receive dieir propofid with pleafure ; and are willing to admit 
fudi fix of die members whom diey fhall nominate, to beaflb* 
dated members of diis Society.*' 

• Refelved^ That a Sablcription be opened in this Society, 
for die benefit of Mr. Thomas Paine, author of the Rights of 
Man." 

« Refiilvtd, That the letter of die London Correfponding So- 
dety, and die two laft refidutions, bopublilbed in die newA 
papers." 

Pa ^JLcCohf^i, 



« Rcfiilvedi That 12,000 oopiet ci[ iMf» ViimffJuHfS » 
^ Mr. Secretary Dundas, be prM.lgt^ ^jSgaftTw^fac fke 

purpofe of bdng tranfinitted to aitf ^Gfita^^ 
« oia Great Britak; and diatanpipHtf^ 
" die iame/* .^^ 
Reiblved, That the laid CommiMf flinfl^ 

Mr« Sturdy Mr.Chatfield, Rcv« Mrj9]nQi^l^..%p|^ 
« aodMn Froft." . u\ ..; 

« Refolved, That the fubicription for the hmikQi^^ 
^ opened by diis focieQr, be paid into the bands of f^X^BoBm 
** of thisfociety." . . : ' » ^ . > 

jBmc;^. Here is the orig^l minute, of diefe pnoeefings. 
I will prove they are Mr. Tooke's hand-writiii^. ^ 

Mr. Maclean. I found this paper in tfap 'pofleii^of Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr. Bower. Mr. Woodiall, uriiofo hand-wiitiiig do *}tn be- 
lieve this paper to be ? ' 
Mr. William Woodfall I believe this to be'Mr. "Toblc^alBod. 

writing. 

[The rough draught of the Minutetwas r^aeUy^ . 
Mr. Daniel Adams called again. . 

Mr. Bower. Whether this book of acoouitts oap^ti^w^^ at- 
count of your expenditure, for the ufe of the CmJi$li/ami 
Society? ^ . .j. .* 

A. Yes, it docs. - , • 

^ There arc fome marginal notes ther^-*^ returaol-lgr Ar 
^ Oracle" — and other papers \ are diofe minutes olyour w^kinK ' 

A. They are. ^ 

^ Were they made becaufc the papers were fo retumtdfon 
the publiihersof thefe newfpapers? 

A. Yes, they declined inferring them in their papers. 

Does this book contain a true account of your espemStiwei 
for the ufe of that Society ? 

^ It does. 
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Mr. Biwer. Look at the entry of a meeting, on the 22d of 
July, 1792$ wkere was that meeting held ? 
yf. At my houie. 

j^. Is that an entry of a meeting that was held at diat time i 
A It is. 

And the names of the parties appearing there were perfons 
prefent at fome part of the evening ? 
J. Some part of the evening they were. 
Mr. Gibbs. What is this entry ? 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. It is an entry which was read laft 
night, de bene ejfe^ Mr. Adams not being here to prove it, by 
fome means, in going through the ^neral account, he mifled 
that meeting, 

(77^/ fcUoiuing intry was read from the book ^ the Society for 
ConfUtutional Information.) 

*^ At a meeting held at the Crown and Anphor Tavern, m 
^ Friday, 22d of June, 1792, 

PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Froft in the Chair. 

Dr. Edwards, Mr. C. Sharpc, Mr- Paine, Mr. I. H. Tooke, 
" Dr. Maxwell, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. I. Joyce, 
^ Lord Sempill, Mr. Sturcb, Mr, Jennings, Mr. M. Buih, 
Mr. Bufli, Mr. Rutt, Mr. Williams, Mr. Balmanno> 
" Mr. Bakewell, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Chatfield, Mr, 
« Watts, Mr. I, Martin, Mr. Sinclair, 

" Mr. Tooke reported that an information was filed againft 
Mr. Paine, for his publication of the Rights of Man." 
" Ordered, That the fubfcription entered into for the benefit 
of Mr. Thomas Paine, be entered In a feparate part of the 

" book, and kept open for the members of this Society.** 
" It was ftated to the Society that Mr. Fayell having a great 
many fimSkr concerns on his hands, wiflied to be excufed fronx 

♦* receiving die fiibfcriptions on Mr. Paine's account." 

Refolved, That the fubfcriptions be Received by Mr. Bon- 
ney^ Mr. Painc's Solicitor." 

?l ^^Mr, 
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^ Mr. Stiurch reported that tht Comnimci appouHii ttl dr« 
^ leulate Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Dmvhri liwl cbtaised m 

^ eftimate for printing 12,000, which amountiBi to 351." 
« Orderedi That xa,ooo cc^ of laM ktlcr be fridMi 

according to the eftimate reported.'* 

^ Rcfolvcd, That the &me Committtf be itmnftfJ flvet 
on this day revennight, at four o'clock* dik fhtt^ 19 Qin« 
^ fiderof tl^ beft meahs of circulating the fittifit'* 



Thomat Chapman^ caOed again. 
Examined by Garrww. 
Si* Laft night you gave an account of your priiiliii| die firfl 
part of Paine's Rights of Mai»---bc fe gopd « lodt at fbCoD^ 
part — ^Did you print any part of ihn by Mn Paine's oiden ? 
A. Not of this book. 

You mean not that particular book \ 
A, Not that particular book. 

J^. Did you print up lo any extent, and to what page of thi 
fecond part of the Rights of Man, for Mr. Paine— Lode at 
this copy, it is one I had occafion to fliew yoa a few Aafl 
Did you print any part of that for Mr. Paine ? 

u£ This is not the copy you gave me before ; I did Ml print 
this particular book ^ I am certain this is not the bofdc, iMwfe 
this is the third edition. 

( Another copy Jhmn U the wttiufs.) 
A. This is not mine. 

Mr. Garrow. You told us^ in the courle of your evideaRin 
this caufe, that you printed the firft part of the &i|^ of Maa 
for Mr. Paine ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did you iee Mr. Paine upon the fub}s& of a>y f uUiea- 

tion called the fecond part of the Rights of Msa } 
A I did. 

Did you print any part of that work fer him ^ 

A. I did. 



f 2tJ ) 

^. I did. 

jg. up Xb wfeit page ? 

jf. Up to page 128, I think. 

^ When fWi had printed fo ftr, did any thing paffe which 
broke off the conncaitti, in bufiticfi, between yba ind Mr* 
Paine? 

yf. Yes. 

Do you know, from your own knowledge; or ft6m Mr. 
Paine, who was applied to to go oh Witli th;tt pilMicitibn ? 

J. From particular circiunftanc js I know (tiit idt. BenAey 
wa9 applied ta 

^ Do you know, in point of fdOty who took tip the printiltig 
from where you left olfe 
J, I do hot 

^ The book, you have in your hand, ii^npeats to be ptA- 
ii/hed by Jordan ! 
A It does. 

jferemidb Samuel JorddH^ (fworn) 
Exaifiined by Mr. Garroiu, 
^ Youareabookfdierf 
j. Yes. 

^ Do you recoiled pubUihing the Rights of Man for Mr. 
Paine ? 
J. Yea 

Did you deliver any copies of that work, at any tiknep to 
Mr. White? , 
J. I do not recoiled. 

^ Try t6 recoiled yoai^% ind CeU me wfaedier, Drpbh that 
occaltM, ybti tfid or ittic giir^ Mr. WUtca co^ 6f ftat wori^ f 

A. I cannot recoiled— it is two years fince— and I YoNe not 
theleaflrecdllefbicfniirpdiridi^ fubjed, iiMidhef f did dmdt. 

^ Look at that book, and tell me whether pu believS ttatt 
to be one pMyfifhed by yoit ? 

^ I do not diixft tfab was jMlbliftel by itik. 

^ Look at i<? 

I da not bdievc ic poblifliect tfy ttiCr 



( 2,^ ) 

^ Why? 

jf. Becaufe I fee there is my own writiiig upu die tide; it 
was bought from another perfon. 

J^. Have you any doubt that it was once your pofliefEoa} 
. A It was in my poflfeffion undoubtedly. 
^ But you did not print it? 
jf. No s nor I did not fell this book, 
^ Did you buy it ? 
jf. A perfon bought it for mc i 

Who did you receive it from I 
A From a Mr. Huntley, I fee, 
^ Who is be? 

J, He lives, I believe, in Duke-ftreet, Grofvenor^lquarB. 
^ As you did not fell it, perhaps you gave it xwji 
J. It is likely I di^. 

^ Seeing your own hand-writing upon it, imd rccoMcfting 
you had fome converfation with Mr. White upon the fecond p^n 
of the Rights of Man, have you the leaft doubt, upon your 
OQth, that you gave Mr. White that book i 

A. I cannot fay ; I rather think I might. 

Mr. Garrow. Rather think you might ! 

A. I cannot be pofuivej I do not recoiled the prcusi* 
ftance. 

J^. What is in your hand-writing ? 

y/. " Bought of Mr. Johnfon, February i8th, 1792,^ by Mr* 
" Huntley." 

J^. This is a memorandum of your own ? 
A. Yes. 

J^. Upon what occafion did pu make that memorandum? 
A. Becaufe I was dcfirous to know whedier Mr. Johnibn ha4 
fold any. 

J^. That defire could not have led you to make that memo* 
randum ? 

A, It was to be certain that Mr. Jphnfon bad fold it. 

Upon what qccafion did you make that memorandum ? 
A. Becaufe I underftood my name was put to it, and there- 
fore 1 did not expert that Mr. Johnfon would fell them. 

^. YoH 



( ^17 } 

^ You diought Mr. Johnfon woi^d not fell tbo book wl^ 
your name to it ? 
^. Yes. 

^ Was your name put to it without your confent? 
jf. It was not, 

^ Your confen^ was given, then, to put your name to that ? 
j/. Yes. 

J^. You lay you did not publifh that book — you do not cat! 
giving a book away publifliing a book — publi(hing is felling ? 

Yes I though I publiflied a great nundier of the bopb^ { 
^id not publifli diis, b/scaufe X did not fell it. 

Did you publifh any of which this is a cojpyl 
A. I did. 

Have you any doubt that you publifh^ Ipme of whidi 
this is one copy ? 
Not at all, 
j^. Who did you publifh them for ? 
J. For Mr, Paine. 

^. Had you communications with Mr. Paine upon the fubje^ 
of the publication? 

4» Very little; I had fome cgnverfittion with him* 
J^. Was there any profit \ 
J. Yes. 

^ Was there any account tojbe rendered? 
4^ Yes. 

Had you any account, upon the fiibjed of that publics 
(ion, with A^r. Paine, or with ^r. Tooke? 
A. With Mr. Paine. 

Do you know Mr. Home Tooke \ 
A.Yc%. 

^ Did you ever fee him upon the fubjed of the publication 
of that fecond part of the Rights of Man ? 
v/. I do not recolleft upon the fecond part. 
J^. Endeavour to recoUeS your(elf ? 

A. When the action yns commencing againft me^ I went to 
^^r. Tooke. 
^ I fiippofe the profecutiofi youmeap? 



( Iflt I 

JL Y«ii Ibr puUilhbigtdft $t»nd ptfi if «H MlfbbM 

Maii--I weni^ according to oiideiii tD Mr. ^ - ' 

J^. Did jou cocmnuiiicate to Um dat jou. cme k 

jL InoodeqiKnceof aktlcr vlndilrecm^ 
J( DiddwlmerdbfAjdiii^g^ttM^TMM 
^. I donoCrccoUe&diititdid. 
^ YoftloUciejNM WM^iAC«nfeqMtt«^ 

Todaf 

JL lid tactd^tttit of itt o«dir fim Mk.^ Mm ti^ iir. 
Tooke, cxpeaing ID Met Mr . PUe dMe. 
j^. Did ydu meet Mr. PkiiiD tec? 
^•Idid. 

.J(. Was Mr. Tdtfci tbcM Mf ^ 

Jl He wat. » - . . . - 

^. Recollea what pafled nvhea Idr. Paine anl Mr.' ^Uk. 
were prcfent ? * ' • 

A. I cannot 67; Mr. Tookeand I had a-Me di|MI itJktt 
mjr MAg-dMMi in 66nieq«Me tf ftfe aitilMfek ^ v. .- 

^ Havingafeftof dirputecoiblcsooetDiiLgBtfl 
verfadon movf Aalb Hhtti oM IM M A^ute^Wbie #il Itf 
converfation ? •* 'i 

j/. Mr. Tooke feemcd 2npj that I was tinud, 4lB 
doubtfiil of Icavix^ the adi^n tKA M^. AmACf. 

J^. Had it been before diat fettled dnt Mr. Boonef ftodi 
defend 70U upm that prtlctetidftf 

^ I (awMr. Bonn^yat AatliMat Mf. TMfee^ft ^ 

J^. Whoclicwas prefect? - • 1. 

A. Mr. King, diat is ari MoAB^ % I6dk «» M^'f ilia 
rather timid, and ^ not iadsfied with Bifr. Prune's prntti^fll 
I i^aa father fearfcli I dfetefetc ttdft Afr ^ttflddSfti^ ModHiK 
nlended to me, Mr. Kihgy n itttftM^ ii ^ #iCuULr f fdifj^ 
cannot recoUe£l what paBed 

Was any body eUe dierel 

iT. Only Mr. 'to6^amFMr.'B6ftiiejf. 

^. You was fearfid, yoa fiiy, of tniffii^ Idr. BdMfey ^ 
your defence I 



( ^9 } 

i£ I WM nnhtr fearful. 

Can 70U recoiled what Mr. Tooke fald to you upon tfMl 

J, JU&ii Mr. Paine kad employed Mr. Bonnej for die de» 
fence; I might go Home about my bufinefs, and iklisfied dm 
Mr. Bonney would take care of the bufmefe. 

^ That is one of the edition of the book^ is it ? 

^. I caiuiot (ay it is, 

J^. Perhaps I am in an error at to the edition i 
A, This is not the (ame edittoo. 

Air. Erjklne. How do you know iiat this is one ihn 
copies ? 

J. Becaufe there is my own harMUwrkfBg on diis book* 

Mr. Erjkim^ How did you know that it was » cofiy wliea 

yoM put your writing on it, you only gnefitd it dit% I fiippofe^ 

^you do now? 

J. Yes. 

Mr. Garrow. Was thisooe ofAe copi«iof tiui^ work wUdi 
you had for publication ) 
JL No ) this waa never in my houfe, I believe^ till I bov^ 

it. 

Not diat particular book ? 
X No J not that particular book. 

yenmiah Samuel yotJan^ 
Crofs-cxamined by Mr. Erjkim, 
^ You went and bought that book i 
A- I fent for it. 

And when you had bought ic you put yauf name ^fmi it* 
as a proof that it was the book you bought ? 
. ^ Yes. 

J^. How do you know thatthe book yon boa^ was d«bdak 
which you yourfelf had publiflied } 

JL No \ I cannot fay ^t-^his book never was in my houft 
liBI bought it— that I can fwear to. 

Mr. Garr9w, Look at this {fi^eyAmg ilk wituefs amthtr /cfy) 
lb ufe your own ienie of the word fuilijby did you publiih thac i 
a J. I 



A I cannot lay to diis veiy book, I pAliibdtft miiriber^ a 
kook like this. 

j^. Had dx/e ivhidi jou and Johnfbn fbldy pddiflied bf fiNH 
joiir name i^Kia diem*-JIad tbe work 'flie ^QmUjA wgf^jutK^ 
tAich this has? 

J. Yes. . * • " • ■ 

4^. Was it printed in Oat mbin? 

v#. Yes. ^ - ' * 

On diat letter, of tfiat fize^ and that fixt of'j^iper ? 

A. I cannot £iy lb partkufarlj, becanfiT'die paper b lafter 
Auxed. 

j^. You are a confidend>le bookfeUer, I fiippofe ? 
^. IMl anumber of books. 

• ^ Do you know of any odser of Mr. Pud^ R^ts'x>f 
Main die Second Part^ Aat has palled daroii^ fOMf famds as a 
bookfeller, of that lize and sqipcanmc^ except iMSt^iSlbti 
by you ? 

• A. I -have feen anodier edkiiik- 
j^. The dieap edition? 

- A. No; anodier oday^ edifioo^ |mntial USt D.' Joi^ 

« Piccadilly/' ' 
^ Have you feen any with J. S. Jordan, of that fiil^''^ 

>rere not publifhed by you ? • • . "-i .r 

A^ No; I have feeq a (pnall editiont 

^r. Frjkine. You know no more of diat diaq yoa do of dbQ 
other book? 

Mr. Garrvw. We propofe to Trad them upon ttiisetifaicit 

Mr. Erjkine. It is not our objed at all to argue it ' * ' 

• lAr^ Chief Jufiice Eyre, It yr^ read fubftantiall^ iiifQalbe 
fame evidence before. ■ « * • 

Mr. Erjkine. All I fay is, I do not think myielf die kafr^ 
^reftcd about it, I fubmit that it is no( eTidence . 

Lord Chief JuJIice Eyre. The queftbn was mooled bellbrf^'' 
2(nd the Court was of opinion, in refped of a book pubKli- 
cd through the town, that this was a reafonable evidence to go tb? 
Jury, that it was the (amc bqok^ 

■> 



{Siveral extras s from the Rights of Man^ Part the Seamii 
Wire read.) 

\Vide Hardy s Trials vol. iu page 17.] 

Afr. Toeie. I believe I have Ukewife a right to defire an ex- 
tract to be read out of that book — it will be a little prepofterous, 
but not the lefs Aiitable to this fort of evidence — beg that the 
pre&ce may be read« 

{The Preface was read.) 
[Fide Hardy's Trialy vol, ii. page 22.] 

{The following entries were read from the books of the Society 
for ConjUtutional Information,) 

At a meeting at die Crown and Anchor Tavern, Stiandi 
« Friday, 29th of June, 1792. 

« PRESENT, 

« Dr. Edwards, in the chair. 
« Lord Sempill, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Mr. Froft, Mr. Choppin, 
« Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Hull, Mr. Bufh, Mr. 

Sturch, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Williams, Mr. Chatfield, Rev. 
^ Mr. Joyce, Mr. G. Williams, Captain T. Harwood, Mr, 
Sinclair, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. A. Bufh, Mr. Bahnanno, 
« Mr. Watts, Dr. Kentifh. 

" Mr. Sturch reported from the Committee a[^nted to con- 
** fidcr of the heft means of circulating Mr. Paine's Letter to 

Mr. Secretary Dundas, that they were of opinion the letters 
^ (hould be fent as follows : 

250 Rev. Mr. Morris, Great Yarmouth. 

100 Mr. Notcutt, Ipfwich, Suffolk. 
** ICO Rev. Mr. Rovtc, Shrewfbury. 
•* 150 Mr. Sampfbn Kingsford, Canterbury. 

" Sent to Mr. Joyce. 



« 1200 





igo Mr.TbmFs 
100 RsT. Mr. Mania. 
ICO RcT. Mr. Joyce; Jjggi I 
ICO Mr. Froft, Sprmg 
ICO RsT. Mr. Poctkar]^ He of 
loo Rev. Mr. TcHibaiiH Tantfon. 
IQO Bcr. Mr. Corrie^ Braod^rove. 
loe lev. Mr. Wycbe, M^^^Mk^, 
200 Mr. Rutty TboKS-ftreet. 



200 ILnr. Mr. LUgi^ Suflcx. 
100 Rev. Mr. Mills, PortCnQudu 

^ Sent to Mr. Sturdiy ind by him feot to the diflFc* 
^ rent peribos. 



700 Mr. Johnibn, St. Paul's ChurdwYar^ for 4U&faV 
^ parts of the Country. 

8962 

^ Ordered^ That die Letter be circulated agreeable to the 
report of the Committee." 



At a meeting of the Society held a( the Crown anil Alidior 
Tavem, Stnuid, Friday, 6th July, 1792. 

« PRESENT, 
Mr, Sturcb, in the chair. 
Mr. Chatfidd, Mr. I Martin, Lord Scmpill, Mr. Froftii 

Mr. Simmonds, Rev. Mr. Joyce, Mr. Bonney, Mr. 
« Brookbank, Obloncl Kc^iting, Mr. M. Pearfon, Mr. W- 
" Sharpc, Mr. BuCb, Mr. Bsdmanno, Mr- Jennings, Mr. 

Hull, Mr. I. H. Tooke, Captain Tooke Harwood, Mr, 

Bakewdl, Mr. Hind, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Lockhart, 
« Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Watts, Mr. WaMh, 
« Mr. Campbell, Mr, I. Adams> Mr. Barlow, Dr. Ken- 
« tifh. 

Read a letter from the London Corre^nding Society, re.- 
turning thanks for the communication of diis Society, and 
forwarding the following names as proper perlbns to bo 
ele£led aflbciated members of this Society : Mr. Hardy, Mr, 
Margarot, Mr. Richter, Mr. Litdejohn^ Mr. GnMit, and 
Mr. Cow.** 



Ifr. Mtclum. 2 ibund this letter among MrcAdttns's 

{A letter 



( aa4 ) 

(J Letur Jtgned Thmas Hardjiy StirHafjj 

Jdamsy datidjulyf^ 1792, read.) 

{Tide Hardfs Trialy voL i. page 416.] 

JKtr. Lauzun. This is one of the hooks I found it Mr. 
Hardy's houfe. 

( It was read*) 

«mr. paine's letter 

a TO 

^ Mr. Secretary DXJNDAS. 

« srR, « Lond^Hy Jmm 6^ 1792. 

^ As you opened the debate in the Houfe of Commons, 
^ May 25th, on the Proclamation for fuppreffing PublkationSy 
« which that Proclamation (without naming any) calls wicked 
^ and fedltious, and as you applied thofe opprobrious epithets 
^ to the works entitled RIGHTS OF MAN, I think it un^ 
^ neceflary to offer any other reafon for addreffing this Letter. 

you. 

I begin, then, at once, by declaring, that I do not be- 
^ Iicve there are to be found in the writings of any auihor, 
" ancient or modern, on the fuhje£l of Government, a ^iiit 
" of greater benignity, and a ftrongcr inculcation of moial 
" principles than in thofe which I have publifhed. Th^ 

come. Sir, from a man who, by having lived in different 
" countries, ai;d under ditFercnt fyftems of Government, and 
*• who, being intimate in the conftrudtion of them, is a bcrtter 

judge of the fubjecl than it is pof&ble that pu, from the want 

of thofe opportunities, can be; — and bcfides this, they came 

from a heart that knows not how to beguile. 

" I will further fey, that when that moment arrives in 
" which the bcft confolation that (hall be left will be that 
" of lookLig back on fome part adlions, more virtuous, nxHC 
«* meritorious than the reft, I (hall then witli happiiicfe re* 

member among other things, I have written the RIGHTi 

u Of 



^ OFMAK^-^ iritt ProdaontioDSi or Prolecadoiis, or 

* PkceHoe% or Place espeaint»-4ix)fe who pofleft, or diofe 
^ item gfi|M]ig for officei may fiiy of dmt it wiU not altar 
^ thdrdMiaAtfr, ddier with the world orwith me* 

^ iinrii^ Sir, made tUs dedaradofii I Ihall proceed to 
^ remarkf not particularlj upon your own Speech on dmt 
^ occalion, but on any oAer Speech to which your Modon 
^ on that day gate rife; and I fluU begin with that of Mr. 

Adamu 

Thm Gentkman «ccu6s aae of « haYing done die very 
^ diing that / binfi dtnty and which (he fiiys) if I bad doiic> he 
^ Aiottld not have accuftd itie. 

^ Mrv Adam in his Speechi (lee the Morning Cbronicfe 
« of May a6) <kys» « That be hid well confidered the ful^eft 
^ of Couflk utl otad PubUcflUonii and was by no means ready to 
^ &y (but the contrary) that booka of fiaence upon Govern- 

* ment» thoogh recoanmtlidiqg a doAiioe or fyftem diflveiit 
^ fiom the fimnof our Conftitutioo^ (meamng diat of Ei^gland) 
^ wm fit olgectB of proAcutkm; that if he did» he muft con* 

* demn (whidi he meant not to do) Harringtok fbr his 

* Ooean% Sir Thomas Moat fbr his Eutopia, and Hvmm fbr 

* his idea of a perfect Comaaoowealth. Bu^ (continued Mr. 
« Abam) the Publication of Mr. Paini was very different, fbr 
« H: reviled what was wi$ft fatrtd in the Conftitutioo, deftroyed 

principle of (ubordinatioD» and fftMi/btd notking in 

« I readily perceive that Mr. Adam bad not read the 
emd Part of Rithii 0/ Man^ and I am put under dieneceffity, 
^ either of fubmitting to an erroneous charge, or of juftifying 
^ myfcif againft it; and I fhall certainly pcefa^ the lattsr^If 
« then I fhall prove to Mr. Adam that^ in my nafiming upon 
^ fyfkema of Government in the fecond part of Rights §f Mm^ 

* I have ihewn, as dearly^ I diink, as wotds can convey ideas, 

* a certain fyftem of Govtmnent) and that not exifting in 
.* theory only, but aLrOady in full and eftablifhad prtalice, and 
^ fyfteonacically and practically frte fifom all die vices and de- 
^ fccts of theEogUih Oovcnanen^ and capable of producing 
. Yot.I. more 



more4iappiiiers'tothe People, anH that Ufe wi A flfl cij^cfb 
•« part of the Taxes, which the preTerit SyfteiA of Ei^glifli 

Government confiimes; I hope he will do nie the jrificc^ 
« when he next goes to the Hoilfe to get up and confeft, he bfd 

been miftaken in faying, that I had eftaUiJbed mtHw^^ and 
^ that I had dtjlr^jcd every principle •f fuhtdiHmti^m. Hairirig 
" thus opened the cafe, I now come to die point. 

« In the Second Part of RIGHTS OF MAN, 1 have 
« diftinguifhed Government into two claiTes or fyfte»; 
<^ one the hereditary fyftcm} the other the lepvefifinlative 
« fyftem* 

In the Fird Part of Rights 9f Man^ I have en Javome d 
^ to Ihew, and I challenge any man to refute Aiit there 
^ docs not exift a right to eftablifh Hereditary Govemmenf; 
^ or, in other words, Hereditary Gofvemors; b c cwfc Herc- 
ditary Government always means a Government fee to 
<^ come, and the cafe always is, that the People who are to 
^ live afterwards, have always the lame right to dnife % go- 
^ vernmcnt for themfelves, as the People had ivbo lived' bdbre 
^ them. 

<^ In the Second Part of Righu tf Momj I have nor re- 
^ peated thofc arguments, becatife they are irrefiiaUe; but 
^ have confined myfelf to fhew the defeds of what is cdkd 

Hereditary Government, or Hereditary SuooelEon; dttt it 

muft, from the nature of it, throw Government into Ae 
^ hands of men totally unworthy of it, from want of pri^- 

pie, or unfitted for it from want of capacity^ J amis the -Se- 
^ cond is recorded as an inflance of the firft of tfaele cafie^ and 
^ inftances are to be found almoft all over Europe to prove the 
« truth of the latter. 

V To fhew the abfurdity of the Hereditary Syftem ftiU mm 
^ ftrongly, I will now put the following cafe cake any fif^ 
^ men promifcuoufly, and it will be very extraordinary, if oot 
" of that number, one man Ihould be found, whofe priaci- 

pies and talents taken together, (for fome might have priff- 
^ ciples, and' others have talents) would render hhn a peffiai 
^ truly fitted to fill any very extraordinary office of Nadond 

« TniH. 



C ii7 ) 

^ Thift. If then fiidi a fitneis of cfaaraAer could not be 

* rKp f flfd Id be found in more than one perfon out of fift/i 
^ it iroiiid happen but once in a dioufiuid years to the eideft 
^ Ion of my one Cunily^ admitting each, on an average, to 
•* hold the office twenty years. Mr. Adam talks of fomething 
^ tn the Gonftitution ivhich be calls mi/l facrtdi but I hope 

* he does not mean hereditary fucceffion, a diing which appears 

* to me a violation of every order of Nature and of Common 
V Senlc« 

^ When I hx>k into hiftory and fee die multitude of men, 
^ otherwife virtuous, who have died^ and dieir families been 
^ ruined, in defence of knaves and fools, and which diey would 
^ not have done had they reafoned at all upon die fyftem; 
^ I do not know a gteater good that an individual can render 

to mankind, than to endeavour to break the chains of poli- 
^ deal fuperftidonb Thofe chains are now dilSdving iaft, and 
^ proclamadons and profecudons will ferve but to faaften that 

diflbludon. 

* Having dius fpoken of die Hereditsry Syftem as a bad 
fyflem, and fubjeft to every pofGUe defedl; I now come to 
^ the Reprefentadve Syftem ^ and this Mn Adam will find 
^ ilated indie fecond part of Ri^ts of Man, not only as diebeft, 
^ but aa the only Tbnry of Government under which the liber- 
^ des of a people can be permanendy iecure. 
' ^ But it is neediefi now to talk of mere Theory, iince 

* dieie is already a Government in full pra£dce; eftaUifhed 
Upon that Theory, or in other words, upon the Rights of 

^ Man, and has been fo for almoft twenty years. Mr. Pitt, 
^ in a fpcech of his fome (hoit dme fince, (aid, ^ That there 
^ never did, and never could exift, a Government eibbliflied 

upon thofe Rights, and that if it began at noon, it would 
^ end at night.' Mr. Pitt is not yet arrived at the degree 
-4^ of a fchod-boy in this fpecies of knowledge. His practice 

has been confined to tfae means of $xt9rti7^ revenue^ and 
tKk hi9 boaft has been~AMv muck? Whereas the boaft of the 

fiyftem of Government that I am fpeaking of, is noc how much, 

but howjittlc. . . 

* 0^2 « The 



^( ThcS>1leinof Govecnmeat purely Mpixtetativcj ■wibii. 
^ with any thiiig of heroditary naakfkt kegfrnin Amnkpi i 
^ will now coaip«re the cff(:^i>f tbat f|#m ffl Cmm nc m . 

with the fyftem ot Government in yugbix^ ted> ductfigi 
^ fmce die c\ok of the war* 

So poweiful is the Reprefistatiye Syftemi ficft, 

bining and conibUdaung all the (arts of a omuttiy ftogether, 
^ however great the esitcut; and ftcondy, by adoutting of 
^ none but men properly qualified into the GovermMtf, or 

diimiffing them if they prove to he olfaenrii^ Aet Aneriai 
^ was enabled diereby totally to defeat and omiliBiir aH d» 
^ fchemes and prcge&s of the Heredittry Gowaaaicutaf 
^ land againft ber. As the efld)lifluiicnt of AeXcYolyciQoand 
^ Indrpendenceof America is a proof of this it is nerdkft 

to enlarge upon it 
I now come to the comparative effe£t of die tma.Syftemi 
^ ^ci the dofe of the war, and I lequeft Mr. AoAM It Mend 
" to it. 

^ America had internaUy fiiftained th» nangs of iqpmdi 
^ of ieven years of war, which England had ml Eqg|aoi 
M fuftained only the expence of die war % w lmu^ Aiwrici 
^ fuftained, not only die expenoe^ but die deiniAkD of pn^ 
perty committed by htk armies* Mot a houft wv huik 
during that period, and raony thoufiuids wcie d eto ydi The 
faimt and plantations along the coaft of the Comttf^ far 
more dian a thouiand miles, wm laid wafle;* Her ooaMHTtt 
^ was annihilated. Her ihips were either taken or had lotted 
^ within her own harbour* The credit of her hak bd filka 
^ upwards of ninety per cent, diatisi an original iMuidradpQondi 
^ would not iell for ten pounds. In fine, ihe W3|S ap p art a dy 
** put back an hundred years when the war dofedi ^Msk w» 
^ not the cafe with England. 

^ But fuch was the etenty that the fiune Scprefimttfive 
^ Syftcm of Government, dioug^ fince better organiaad, wUdi 
^ enabled her to conquer, enabled her alio to recover; jud As 
^ now preients a more flouriihing condition, and a jnoce h^ff 
and harmonixcd fociety under that fyftem of Goveraamt 
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^ Aan iaj MMry \^ ^ world can boaft under any other. 
^ Kirtdrwns are rehvilt, mudi better tflin (dbiie;lter cdn^ 

^ left than ten pouiids the hundred to upwards of one hundred 
and twenty* Mr. Pitt, and hit cbUeagiies, talk of the 
things tiiati Ksitkf happttietf ili 6is fioy£b AdbinHGhitioh 
without EttbWuig; wlblf gr6i«er ffiingsliMefaii^^en^ 
^ and Under other fyftihns of Govctiltal^ 

I nt]ft come to ftate dir eacpenceef die two fyftents, as 
^ diey now ftand in eadi o^ the countries; but it may^firft be 
^ proper to obferve, that Govenunent in America is what it 
^ ought to be, a matter of honour and tnift, and hot inaide a 
^ trade of fbr the purpofe of'lucre, 

^ The whole amount of die nett taxes in England (exclu* 
^ five of the rcpence of folkyti0n, of dmwbacki; of feizures 
^ and condemnations, of fines and penalties, of fees of oiSct, 
^ of litigations and informers, which are ibme of the blefled 
" means of enfbrcii^ them) is, (bmitM^ millions, Of this fum, 
* abbiic nine likiUoas go for die paymeat of the imereft of tlie 
^ National Debt, and the remainder, b«n^ about eight millions, 
^ is for die dirrenf annual expencesr. Thus much for one fide 
V of diecafe, I now come to die other, 

^ The expence of all the ieyeral departments of die Ge« 
neral Keprefentative Government of 0ie United States of 
America, ei^tendirig over a (pace df country ik^Ay ten 
times larger than England, is two hundred and ninety* 
^ four thoufiuid, five hundred and fifty-eight dollars, which, 
at 4s. 6d. jser dollar', ii ^,17|1. lis, f^erUh^, and is thua 
^ apportioned: 

« $Mpenctrf tbt Exe€utiv€ DipartmenU 

« The Ofice of the Prefuiency, at which the Prefi- £. /, 

^ dent receives nothing &r hiolfelf «p - S^aS o 

^ Vice Prefident - - , , ^ ^VKS o 

<r Chief Jufticc - ' « ^ " • - - 900 o 
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«« FiveiffociatcJufti«s . • - » i937 lo 
« Nineteen Judg^tfDiflTiasatidAtt^^ 6^73 U 

I'igiJUitivi Depmrtmeni^ 
^ Members <ifCmgrc& at fix doflan 
« d^F, their Secretaries^ Cl€rks» Chqibins,McflciH 
« gers, Door-keepers &c. - . - 25,515 Q 

« Treafury Def^rtmtfit. 

« Secretary, Affiftant, Comptroller, Auditor, 7xt^ 
« furer, Rcgifter, and Loan-Oftcc-Kccper, in c^ch 
^ State, together with all ne^eflary Qerks^ Office- 

Keepers, &c. - - - r , 12,825 O 

^ Deparimgnt rf StaU^ iwiluding Pmigm ^min. 
« Secretary, aerks,&c.&c, t - - - i>40* 5 

« Pepartment rf War. 
^ Secretary, Clerks, Paymafters,Cooimiffionen,&c» I,f6a 10 

^ Commiffi$nirs fir Jittling Old ^ccimts, 
^ The whole Board, &c. r r -r - 2,598 15 

Incidental and dntingint Expends. 
<^ For Fire- Wood, Stationary, Printing, &c. • 4,006 16 

Total 66^75 " 

^ On account of the incurlions of the Indians on Ae iack 
« fcttlcmcnts, Congrcfs is at this time obliged to keep fix Aou- 
^ fand militia in pay, in addition to a regiment of foot, and i 
<^ battalion of artillery, which it always keeps 1 and this in<- 
^ creafcs the expence of the War Dcparmient to 390,000 dol- 
lars, which is 87,795!. fterling, but when Peace ihall be 
concluded with the Indians, the grcateil part of the ejq^ence 
^ will ceafe, and the total amount of Ae expence of Gorem- 
^ ment, including that of the army, will not amount to one 
^ hundred thoufiuH^ pounds ftejling, which, as has been al- 

« ready 
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^ rca^ flded» is . iimt*iif-d^»ch paif flf:,ih& etpences of tl)e 
Englifli Government. . > 
^1 rtqueft. Mr. 'AoAi^ and: Mo PuraA9f and all thoTe 
<^ who are talking of CSonftitttdonSy aiW UeffiiigS|*and Kings,* 
^ and.Lordi, and the LMl knows What, to look at this ftate* 
^ ment. Here is a form and tif Governmeut, diaC is 

^ better orgMiized and better adminiftered than any Govvn-- 
^ ment in die wbrld, and that for Icfs than one hundred thou- 
" iand pounds per annum, and yet every Member of Congrefs* 
^ receives, as a compenlation for his tune and attendance on** 
public bufinefs, one pound (even (hillings per d»y> whi^ is * 
^ at die rateof iiearly five hunA-ed pounds a year- 

Tliis is a Governmeot that has nothing to fear. It needsr 
^ no Proclamation |o deter people from writing and readif^. 

It needs no political fupecftition to fupport it It was by 
^ encouraging difcuffion, and rendering the prefs free upon all ' 
fubjefis of Government, that the principles of Governmenc 
^. became underftood in America, and the people are now env 
^ joying the prefent bleflings under it, You hear of no riots, 
^ tumults, and diibrders in ^at country ^ becaufe there exifts 
^ no caufe to prodnoe them. Tbofe things are never the cf-^ 
^ ftH of FiFmiom, hut of reftraint^ oppreffion, and exceffive 
*^ taxation. 

^. In America there no^ diat cla(s of poor aAd wretched 
^ ffiofic that are fi> numeroufly difpered aJl over Ei^land,* 
^ and who are to be t(rfd by a Proclamation, that they arc 
^ happy; and this is. in a great meafure to be accounted for, ixit 
H by the difference of Proclamations but by the difierence 
^ of Governments and the difference of Taxesi between that 
country and diis. . What the labouring people of that country 
earn th^y apply to their awn uCCx ^d ta the education of 
^ their children, and do not pay it away in Taxes as faft as 
they earn it, to fupport Court-extrayag^nce, and a Jong 
H enormous lift of Placemen and Penfioncrs; aiid beiides this,' 
they have learned the manly doSrine of rcvereiicing them- 
felves, and confe^u^nt))! of refpedbing each vodicrs,aiwi they 
0^4 « laugh 



all the frmdulent trumpery of Courtt, 

^ V/hrnVhomim lad FlMfiMMb or Arfk «i« jKpifrto 

bi» fiachi tre kvidi in piaifc of ft; Qrniruiio% it ii aoTf 
^ flgn of its bang a good om^ TIio pwflo a ^lM t d«| ia 

Engbnd, (fte Sir John Siko^mr'^ HMogy of <fcw Rotwuii, 
«^pigo6| of Ao Appendix) is OnoHvndradMiScmi'VhDii- 
^C' find Four Hundred tnd Foiv Foiuidh wHii ik» «ir# Ufmg 
^ tbi ittpenas rf" tl^ while Gmgtmm^ ^ Jbmrim mmnH$ tt^ 
^ And I am now more oonvinoed dtan bieftxe, dwK ike dfar 
^ dwt woa. made to me of ft Thouflmd pc un di j Aplb»oopy- 
« rig^ of die Seocuid Pftrt of Jl^^' tmaii widi 

* die remaining copy-right of dw Firft PMv VOO:(i»kHre efi 
« fbQedi by a quick fuppreffion, wfait m no?^ oMnvtaf to be" 
« done by a ProAcution, Tho' coftne£biea' irtocb fh» perfbn 
« YriK> made diat oflRar has with die Uig^ FMMiny€M9o% nmf 
^ famifli part of die means of enquinng inift^ diik ftfiis wfecp 

die Miniftry fludi pleaTe to bring dieir Ftoftomi^ ift-itte. 
^ But tQ return to my fubjefU^ 

« I have raid in die Second Fitft of^ Jtf^ ^ ^|*^ «ri F 
^ repeat it here^ dias the fervice of angr maB» wtedwr calN! 
^ King^ Pidideiiti Seoaior, Legiflator, or any ddajg eMbt aor 
<^ not be worth more to any country, in die regular Mftdae oP 
^ xiffice, than Ten thoufiuid pounds per Annum^ Wb him a 
^ bettor man in America, and more of' ft fiimliini itftn-iy 
^ King I ever knew of, uiiodoes not oecafioo- orai hdf that 
^ expence; for though the iaiary is fixed afr 5625!; kaifmnot 
^ accept it, and it is only the incidental expengee dttiMK pud" 
Houtofit The name by which ft man is called is, 4PiiMf, 
^ but an empty thif^^ It is ^prordi and charaAer ftkm wbkh 
^ can render him valuable, for widK)ut Aefe, Kings, and L^ids, 
^ and Prefidents, are but jinglii^ names. ^ 

^ But without troubling myfelf ybout Conftitutions cf Go- 
^* vernment, I have (hewn in the Second Part of Jtigbis 
^ Mauj that an alliance may be formed between England, 
^ France, and America, and that the eicpeiicee of Govern- 

♦ 



f m } 

kk. Sagbai oi^ be put badF to one niBiai aai «i 
vis, 

^ CiviT cxpeiicc of Govcmnusnt^ • J^*i9ibj6ioi8^ 
Navy, • ^ 500i00d 

An4 even dns fiim is fifteen times greater Ann the eKpenees 
of Govemmeht are in America % and it is alio grotoer fftui 
^ the whote peace eftablUhment of England amounted tQ aAntut 
^ an Bundred yeap^ ago, So mudi has the weight antf a|^r 
^ preffibn of taxes encrealed fince die Revdutioi^ :uid*^el{K9CialIy 
^ fince the year I7I4. 

^ To I&ew that the fum (rf* soo,pool. is fuftcient tO' dbfiaj 
^ all tlie dvil expences of Government, I have, in dlat work, 
* annexe4 die ibllowing eftimate fbr ;uiy coundfy of die' fSune 
^ extent as Ei^laod, 

* In the firft p]ace, diree hundred Repre(entadve^ l&frly 
^ eleflSed, are fuflkient for all die purpofes to whic& Cegiflatkxi 

can apply, and' preferable to a larger numBer. 
^ If dim an allowance, at die rate of five hundred pounds 
^ per ann. be* made to every Repr^ntative, deduding for nun* 
attendance, the expence, if die whole number attendhf fix 
months each jrear, would be - - - - TSfi^ 
^ The OScral Departments oouU not poflftly exceed" 
die- foOowir^ number widi the fidaries annexed^ 
*vix. 

^ Three offices, at ip,bool, e^ch, • 30,000 
Ten ditto, at 5,6ooL eadij - 50,000 

^ Twenty ditto, at a,ooei, each,: 4P,ooo 

* Forty ditto> at j,oo(dteadi» ^ 49,00a 
"'Two hundred ditto, at 500I, each, - 100,00O 

Three hundred ditto, at aooL eadi, - 60,200 
<^ Five hundred ditto, at lool. each,. •« 50,000 
^ Seven hundred ditto^ at 75L eacbr^ - 52,5PO 



^ U amdon efaofc, it might dednd foot iper cent Iran ^ 
^ the offices, and make one of twenty thouland pounds |pcr^ 
^ annual^ and ftile the perfon whoihoiild fiU it^ King, or Ma« 
« jefty, oc Madjefty, or give him any other title. 

^ Talcing) however, this fum of one million and an hal^ as 
^ an abundant-fupply for all die expences of Govenunent luw 
^ der an^ form- whatever, there will remain a furplus of nearly 
« fix million and a half out of die prefent. Taxes, after paying 
^ tbp intcreft of the National Debtj and I.h^ye fliewn in (be 

Second Part of Rights of Man^ what appears to me^ the b^ft ' 
« mode of applj^ing the furplus money ^ for I am now ^peaic- 
^ ing of expence$ and favings, and not of fyftems of Gorenw 
« ment , \ 

^ I have, in the firft place* eflimated poor-i^ at t^o 
^ millions annually, and fhewn that the firft efeftu4 ftep. 
^ would be to abolifh the poor-rates entirely, (wfaidi WQ|ii)d b^ 
^ a laving of two millions to the houie-keepen) and to remit, 
M four millions out of the furplus taxes to the poor, to be paid 
« to them in mone^ in proportion to die (lumber qf phildreti ii^ 
<^ each fiunily, and the number of a^ perfons, 

I have eftimated the number of perfons of bodi faces jh 
^ England of fifty years of age and upwar^Is at 420,000^ and 
^ h^ve taken one diird of this nuq)ber| viz. 140^000^ to be poor 
« people. 

To lave long calculations, I have taken 70,000 gf^diQm 
to be upwards of fifty years of age and under fixty, the 
« other to be fixty years and upwards ; and to allow fix pqunds 
^ per ann. to the former clafs, and ten pounds per annum t6 
the latter. The expence pf which will be : 

Seventy thoufand* perfons at 61. per ann. « 420,000 
Seventy thouland perfons at lol. per ann. - yoo,o?>o 

" iC- I>120,000 

« There will then rrtnain of die four millions 2,88o,oool. I 
have ftated two different methods of appropriating this mo- 
" ncy. The one is to pay it in proportion to the mumber of 

children 
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^ children in oith hwily it the late of three or four pound9 
^ per ann. for each child ; the other is, to apportion it accord^ 
^ ing to the expence of living in different counties ; but iff 

either of thtfe qafcs it would, together with the allowance 
^ made to die aged, completely uke off taxes from one third of 
^ all the &nulics in England^ befides relieving all the other 
^ families from the burdien of poor-rs^tes, » 

U The whole number of fionilies in England^ lotting five 
^ fouls to each £unily, is one million four hundred thouiand, a6 
^ which I take one third, viz. 466,666, to be poor £unilie9 
,^ who now pay four million pf taxes, and tjiat the pooreii! 
^ pays at leaft four guineas a year and that the other thirteen 

millions arc paid by the other two thirds^ The plan, there-* 
^ fore, as ftated in the work is, firft, to remits or repay, as is 

already fiated, this fum of four millions to the poor, becaufe 

it is impoffible to feparate them from the others in the present 
f< mode of colledling taxes on articles of confumption; and 
H f.*cQndIy, toabolilh the poor-rates, the houfe and window-light 

tax, and to change the Commutation Tax into a progrefEve 

Tax on large cftates, the particulars of all which are let forth 
^ in the yrark, and, to which I deTire Mr. Aoajm to refer for 

paniculars* I ibaU here content myfelf with faying, that to 

a town of the population of Manchcfler, it will make a dif-» 

fcrence in its hyour^ cpnu)ared with the prefent ftate. gf 
^ diingSy of upwards of fifty thoufand pounds annually, and fb 

in proportion to all other places throughout the nation. That 
^ certainly is of more confeq|ience, th^ that the fame fums 
^ ihould be collected to be afterws|rds fpcnt by riotous and pro* 

fiigate courtiers, and in nightly revels at {he Star and Garter 
" Tavern, Pall Mali 

I will conclude this part of my letter widi an extra£t from 
« the Second Part of Rights of Man^ which Mr. Dun das (a 

man rolling in luxury at the expence of the Nation) has 
" branded with the epithet of « wi^ed.' 

^. By the operation of this plan^ the poor laws, tfaofe inflru^ 
^ ments of civil torture, wiU be fuperceded, and the wafteful 
^ expence of litigation prevepted. . The hearts of the humane 

« will 
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trill n(K be fliocked by ragged Jmi hm^ cMMMv ttA ^^ 
« feng of fevcnty and eighty yeaft df btggh^ ftr Inai 
« Tht dying poor wilt not be dAgg^ fWMfr pfaktf j^hd^' « 

* breiriie their Iaft> as a repriAt psrift twMSi. 

* dows wiU have a maintenancerfer fMr ehiUMl^ and M ht 

* carted away, on the death of their hiiAaad% Hke cqljpite and 
^ criminals, and children will no longer be conB J e ie d ai en* 
« creafing the diftreflTes of their parelKs. Thef hnnCv of die 

wretdied will be known^ becali|b H wiH be 10 iSncSt adfao* 

* tagC) and the numbef of petty crimes^ Ae 6ll^[liiifi^ tfpofttf^ 
^ and diftre(% will be leCened. The^ier, ariidl dte rkfi 

* will then be intereiled in the fiipport of GiiVeimetliy nf liie 
^ caiife and apprehenfion of rioo ittid tumultr w9 eatt^V(^ 
^ who fit m ea<e, and folace yoiiriehrdi' in pkfl^, aail' HA 
^ tere are in^ Turkey and Ruffia as wdl H in- Kni^hnd^ and 

* wBo by t^yoiufelves, org m m 9^ bave yr tlbd)^ 

* flf Me diings? When ye do| ye wilt oedb tb^l^bd^ anS 
feet Ibr yoiirfi4ve»afene,''-~^Ri|^ of ljfai| Ptff« K ftog^ 
§36. ^ . 
^ After this rpmtlHon of feiir ndDcHis be iwilii|r| fll4 Aior 

« Rate9 and Houfe Window<.lig&t Tax be aboMMi aBlTittf 
H Commncatioii Tax chai^', there wfll Ml raiidi HekrQr 
i« one fmlliQH and sn hdf of fiirpltir TaSderi aUd ar Bf ai\ 
^ aAtance between' England^ France, and Am^fcai -akihi^ 
« amd'naries will, in a great meafiiie^ be rendei«d i^attbttfti^^ 

* ^ as men who have eithfr Iifcn brou^ up iti^ or Rm^ 
« habited to thc(^ lines of Kfe, ftOl cititens of iHtiaii in 
^ common wid) ^ reft, attd^ h^fe a right te part ic i p al tf Jlfr at! 
« plans of Nationri benefit^ \\ is ftated in dm work (H^^ of 
^ Man, Part II,) to apply annually soy^cxxrf. out of Ae ftrpliis 
^ taxes to this purpoic in the fcjlowing manner I 

* To fifteen thoufand difbanded foldiers, 3S^ per we^ 

" each (clear of dedufHons) during life - <r iry,ooo 
^ Additional pay to the remaining foldiers per ann, I9>50Q 
^ To the officers of the di(banded corps, during life, 

•* Ae fame fum of - . . • - iiy/Klo 

•* To 
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* To dim fhoviaiid difbsndbd OOan 3s. per ueek 

« diinqgttfc . « ^ . . • ii7,Q0tt 

* 4<WiriQnil pay tpAercTOiaiqgr&tlors • I9»500 
^ TotheoffoRTS pf* dip difliaiiM part pf the Navy 

^ during life li. » * * » • 117,00a 



« Tba linitt io vUf^ it ia funoper to oonfioe dua Z««tlert 
will not adaHC«f ipy aplfring iatofiirdw pardinilara. I ad** 
^ ditft it to Mr. DvMBM bacauie ba took tiie lead in die de« 
^< iMBy and he irifli^ I fuppofe, to appear contpiciaoMsi buc 
<^ flip piupofe of i( ia to jnftify myfelf from the charge whkh 
« Mr. Adam kaa niadc; 

This Gentleman, as has been obTerved in the begiooiag af 
^ ihia Letter, cpofiders dir wrifangs of HAaRiNOTOV, More, 
« a^d HuMi, aa juflifiable and legal Publication% becaufe they 
^ fe^lbpad by muwifiM, fbou^ in ib doing they fhewsd plana 
* and fyftams of Govcmmant, not only different from, but pro* 
^ ferablao^ ifaiKof £ngian4; and he accufes me of aodeavoiir^ 
^ ing to cqnfiiie, loAmi of producing a fyftem in die room of 
« ffaat which I had rafened againft ; whereas the fiia is, dut 
^ I have not oidy mfaoad by comparifon of the Repreientadiw 
^ againft die Hfredlitary Syftem, but I have gone further » fer 1 
^ have pfo^ufipd an inftaooe of a Government eftabliibed en* 
^ tirely on the Reprefentative fyftem, under which omcb gmatar 
^ happineft is enjoyed, much faw«r Taxes required, and mudi 
^ higher credit ia rftuhliflird^ dian under the fyftem of Govern- 
^ ment in Engkuid. Tho iiifids in Engbuid have rifen (ince 
^ the war onlj^ from 541. to 97I. and they have been down, 
^ fince die Proclamation, to S?)* whereas the Funds in America 
^ rofe in the mean time from lol. to 120I. 

His charge againft me of ^ deftroying every principle of 
^ fubordinadon," is equally as groundlefs, which even a fmgle 
^ paragraph from the work will prove, and which I ihall here 
« quote: 

For- 
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•* Formerly, when diviiions arofe pe fp e6Biig GdvdrMienCkf're^ 
^ courfc was had to the rword> ml a ciwH' wir -ttf^aA That 
*< Ctvage cuftom is exploded by die new ffRmt^ and nemfi it 

W to a National Convention. Difcuffion, and die general 
^ will, arbitrates the queftion, luid to this, private opinion yields 
•« with a good grace, and order is pnfervtd unintirrnpid,**-^ 
« Rights of Man, Part II. p. 173. 

^ That two different charges ihould be brougfac al die fiune 
^ thne, the dne by a Member of die Legiflatute Ibr iif doing 
^ a certain thing, and die odier by die Atttnte^-Oenetal 
^ doing it, is a ftrange jumble of contrididion>« I have inow 
^ juftiiied myfelf, or the work radier, againft the iirft, by ftating. 

die cafe in this letter, and the juftification of tfaeodirr wiB h€ 

undertaken in its proper place. But in any cafe die work witt 

go on. 

I fhall now conclude this Letter, with &yii^, diat dieT 
^ only objeAion I found againft die plan^ and prinriplet con- 
" tained in the Second Part of Rights of Mnn when I had 
^ written the book, was, that they would benefidany intcreft at 
leaft ninety-nine perfons out of every hundred duoughouttbe 
« nation, and therefore would not leave fufficient room for men to 
^ a£l from the direct and dlfmterefted principle of honour; bu£ 
^ the profccution now commenced has fortunately removed dut 
object ion, and the approvers and protefiors of that work now 
^ feel the immediate impulfc of honour, added to diat of Na- 
•* tional Intcreft. 

** I am, Mr. Dun das, 

Not your obedient humble Sewantv 
" But the contrary, 

" THOMAS PAINE,'^ 



Air. Lav:. On the 6th of July there is an entry of fix mem- 
bcrs of the Corrcfponding Society, who were propofed to be af- 
fociatcd members, and they were eledfccd on the 13th, 
(The entry of the tyb of July read.) 
[Vide Hardy s Vol. I, page 417.] 

Mr. 
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jMbr. jhi^rmy GtneraL I am now going to read a letter from 
Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke^ (bund among Mr* Tooke's papersf 
giving him an account of the progreft of the London Cdrref- 
ponding Society. 

James Thornton (called again.) 

Mr. Law. You are a clerk, I believe, in the Police Office^ 
' in Marlborottgh-ftreet I 
J. Yes. 

5^ Look at diis letter, is it marked by you I 
A. Yes. 

i^. Where did you find it? 

A. In Mr. Horne Tookc's houfe. 

{It was nad.) 

« SIR, 

^ I will efteem it a particular fiivour if you can recoUefi 
* to bring in your pocket, on Friday, that lettec which I lent 
** to you about duree or four weeks ago. I am rather at a lo& to 
^ write to that gentleman, without being in pofleffion of his 
^ letter. We keep dill incrcafmg in number, knowledge, and 
" ftability ; and we are about to plant two more colonies next 

week, which will make the iith and 12th Divifion. The 

fituation promifes to be very fertile. 

" July 24/A, 1792, « I am, Sir, 

No.^ Taylor's Build-^ " with great refpeft, 

« ings^ Chandos-Jlreety your moft humble • 

« Covtnt Gardenr " fervant, - 

« THOMAS HARQV; 



Mr. Attorney GeneraL I am now going to gtve .in e\'idencc 
a letter, dated the Sdi Vrf Auguft, 1792, .from Thomas Hardy 
to Mr. Tooke, found in pofleffion of Mr. Tooke, defiring him 
to revife an addreft of the London Correfponding Society, and 
defiring to have his opinion whether it was proper he.fhould fend 
a copy to the Secretary of the Cowffitucianri Society, . 

John 



. . >^ nmtfiihMfimM^.'. Of ^uhU ..k 

j£ In Mr» Home Tooke't boufei at ytkMtff^^^ i v^-l 

I take die liberty of kaSiog fta « flB^f.«4iVlifif4r^ 
<c drefi to the PuUic, from the Loodoii Cm^^iimMfi§Maj»m/^ 
« and hope it «fiU isarit ym M^M^ AAM(1!i«^ 

your approbatkuH-^hall be rupifJiittfy ha^ to ky^bitflrf 
« with your opinioa of it bcfcfei«|p|iipa/i%^ 1 *rtl i PJPB# 
^ do bdbre Monday. . t .-^ .i?v. aJ >. 

« It it proper to fend a copy to the Secretary <f Ae Ltaiott 
« CooftitutioDal Society next laadLjaa ttat BoMfep wea wBm 

meet before die laft Friday of September. ,x r ^ 
«iAr/ig/P8ri^i792, •'lami'Sii^iriiigraitidlMa " 
T^yhr's Buildings J « yottfliaftdMhM 

^(hffiinr « THOMAS iiAunrr ' 

Addrd&d « 7#*ii l&nw 7##i#, 1/,/' ' V' ' 

CrQ(&<xainined by iir, Tkku 
^ V^ifn did ycm find diat letter ? 
A. Icanoot^naiyiay wfaatpartoftbeboiile Ifimdk^ 
^ Pi4 you find it youifdf, or did any odier perfinghre it # 

you? 

A. I picked it out myfelf ; I fliewed it to Mr« Ford» and 
Ford toldme to mark it. . \^ 

Did)mattendMr. Fgniin&aidiormyfMperaf le 
^Idii .a 

j|. Andyimdid wepicklhaDOUt^lNitiiedid'f n : . <it 
^ Heftt at die tahk vifd^^ I pidodl few iMl* 
diem to hii% and he looked dMiMer. . . .^jk 



( »4* ) 

J. Thomton.— WMi I {kicked dlit lahd ffCfi bimj aha fA' 
thought neceflaiy t6 iaitik^ t msAsA them. 

J^. Did jM tite aQ Atf pijpets, diAt hniftedj in my 
hottfe? 

A No; I gave diem to Mr. Ford, whenhe lookfcd tfaeiH orelr 
be gave diem to me; 

There was anodier witnefs called juft noW b pr6ve feixiS 
odier j^a^ bt letter found in tny iiouft ; it li ikit dlat I ^nUi to 
ocfciteft tWM being Ibbnd iii my hoidfc; biti ^fUkt I iMht(id hi 
know is, how biiel gehatauin foriieS {o hat^ H id^arfant Ui 
my t>#^ ^ dieii a nuMUn* df jkitoftk are 6dldl tb|>rdve diey 
Were there.-^Had yott a warttet tb take taypsfpHAif 

A. No. 

^. IWaiittDknoiAr^ Ais kind of feittiM of ^p«^ ft j It 
is of iorhe cdnf<<quefice to Know, bedufe, if a ttoofj df ^itce 
officers are ]kx into a man's houfe, di6 dott itii prtdittti 

. will not be the papers that were found in the hcAifi f 

A. Froft was diere, 2xA &W evierjf tfahig AUi t^dten, ' 
and fo was Mr. Vaughan. 

j^. Did ^ tak^any of the paptof 

if. No. 

J^. Can you teH ttv^ hoW tnah^^pcffs were tsdceti !f 
J/. No. 

j^. You Were not the only itutri thscttotok p^fpers.^ 
^. No; Mr. Thornton had fome. 

^ Was llh^re aYfy body befides jrotf aAd 1lktfii)ft»fwh6rl^ 
any of my papers ? 

A. No other perfbni but Mr. TK6Mt6n stM nl^f, thft I 
know at prefent. 

Mr. Ticie. There are more papers in my houie than a man 
c6tM read In i fttr. 

M^. Athrnif GenMll. ftsk and ihiofidibtf ^ die 

pqpers^ yotf fiy, Mr. Fr<:ft and Mt'. Vaug^ w(M (ft'eflMt f 

A. Thej^ wert. 

j^* DU Aey fte aB jft^fts% Attt iMfidliM iAitti 
Vftt. I K I 



( a+a ) 

J. I am pretty certain Mr. Vau^uin took, a lift of die 
papers — they were all put down upon a paper. . 

Mr. Tooki. You belong to the Pdice Office ? 

A.lzm one of the Clerks at the Office In Whitedi^. 

^ And can you fwear that Mr. Vaughan law all the papcif 
that were taken ? 

A There were two lifts taken, one by Mr. Fordy the other 
by Mr. Vaughan. 

J^. I aik you, whether you fu^iofeMr. Vaughan to be poflcf- 
fed of fuch fenfes, as can determine y^at 9nodicr man doeSy or 
bave you fuch fenfes that you can tell iiriiat he £iw i 

A, All the papers I took I prefentcd to Mr. Focd, and Mr, 
Vaughan, fitting together, and I underftood diem all to be taken 
down by Mr. Vaughan, there was then another cop; nade of 
that which was given to Mr. Vaughan by ^* -Ford, I believe. 

Mr. Attorney General Perhaps you know whedier Mr. 
Vaughan and Mr. Froft were there by appointment I 

A. I underftood h, 

^ You do not know the hd ? 

A. No. 

Mr. Attorney General I am now going to read a paper like- 
wife found in the cuftody of Mr. Tookc, which is a letter from 
Margarot, who became one of the aflbciated members, to Mr. 
Tooke, defiring his advice and opinion about an addrefe to the 
National Convention of France, dated the 15th of SqUemben 
1792. 

Mr. Attorney General {jo Thornton) Where did you find 
that paper? 

A. In Mr. Horne Tooke's houfe, at Wimbledon. 

[It was read.) 

^ M. Margarot wifties to fubmit to Mr. Home Tooke's. 
^ confideration, whether a plan plight not be adopted for obtaiiH 

ing the aiTent of all the different Societies throughout the- 
^ nation, to an animated (but lafe) declaration, afliiring 
^ French that we entertain the moft friendly difpoCtioos, 

« to 
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^ &c. towards diem; and diat we will, to die utmoft of our 
^ power, difcountenance all hoftile attempts on the part of the 
^ Miniiby, fhould the latter be bafe enough to forfeit the na- 
tions pledged faidi of neutrality. 

^ M. M. conceives fuch a meafure will prove more ufefiil 
^ than a partial, and, perhaps, comparatively fpeaking, an in- 
^ confiderable fubfcription, which would, however, be no ways 

impeded thereby, a fimilar declaration would certainly qui(t 
*^ dieir jealoufies with regard to the Englifti ; and would eucou- 
*^ rage them in dieir arduous ftruggle, while the numbers of 
^ well^wifhers to their caufe, who might come forward here 
^ with only dieir iignatures to die declaration, would give a 
* moft fevere check to all open or even under handed minifte- 
^ rial attempts. 

** Saturday^ isth September^ I792, 
« Na. 10, High'Jireety MaryboneJ^ 

Addreflcd « Home Tookiy Efq^ 



Mr. Attorney General. The next is a letter, dated the next 
day, September i6th) 1792, from Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke, 
upon the fame fubjed, found in Mr. Tooke's houfe at die laAe 
time. 

Mr. Thornton. I found this paper in Mn Tooke's houfe. 

Janui Thornton^ 
Crofs-examined by Mr. Tooke. 

Did you read diat letter which has juft now been read ? 
A. I think not. 
^ But you are not fure ? 
A. Some I careleisly looked oven 

If you looked diat over cardefsly, when you read that 
fart recommending an attempt to quiet the jealoufies of the 
French, did you not think diat die admlniftradon of this day 
^voidd have been very glad if it had fucceeded ? 

A I have no recoUe&ion, at preiimt) whether I did read it. 

R 2 Mr. 



( M ) 

Mr. BiWf^4 What the witnefi dwugjht tl tfftie^ I bbjcA 
to his being afked) for the fake of common p r e c c gent *- i t is a 
great deal too much to afk a witneft who haa feiced papei^ what 
he thought, upon looking at thofe papers, mig^t be t)ie opinion 
of other people ; it has not the cdour or fembhncc of a qvA 
lion, and that die prifoner muft know perfe£Uj wdl« 

am wrong I will take die firft hint of a cor- 
refixon from your Lordihip; but I hope you.will think that a 
man wfaofe papers are fo feized has a right to make a licde en- 
quiry after dieir contents ; I proteft I fergoC (hem a great while 
ago, they are letters found in my houfe fent from odier perfbnsi 
and it- not being declared whether I did any t&ing in eodb- 
quence of thofc recommendation»--4 bdiere I have nAw made 
an obfervation out of the courfe of examination 

Lord Chief JuJIice Eyn. It is an obfervation put into the 
fliapc of a queftion. • ... 

Mr. Tooke. I believe it was fo--4t ftruck me Aat the adoaini- 
il ration might now pofTibly wi(h that thofe men who wiihed~to 
quiet the jealoufies of the French had fuceeeded— but it ftruck 
mc at the moment that it was improper. 

(The LiiUr wamaJ.) 

« SIR, 

Mr. Margaret would be glad to know your opinion of Air 
propofition he has fubmrtted to your judgnienti I diink widi 
*^ him that it would have a good cffcStj at the fame time the 
" fubfcription to go on as it now does, ten or twenty tfaouiand 
" fignaturcs would have more weight than as many tfaouiand 

pounds, for ten mea might fubfcribe that fttni. 
» September i6, 1792, lam, Sir, with great reli>eft^ 

No. 9, Piccadilly:* « your moft humble ftrvanl^ 

« THOMAS HARDY." 
• . Addrefled " John Home Tochc^ Efq. Richmond BuiURngtr 



{The following entries tvere read frttm iht l9§is tf tht Saklf 
fr €cmflkmmert iTtformatiofL) " ' • 

5 - f At 



I 
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^ At tinfedjigortteSgcieqFhddatdii<:rownaBdAii^ 
*^ TzYCWj Snand, Friday, SejNtabdr aSdh 179a/* 

[tub Hardfs trials fiirf. ii- pagi 7.] 

At a meeting of Ae Society he?d at the Crown and Anchor 
^ Tavern, Strand, oo Frid^, OAober ^thf 179a/* 

[^if Hardf*s Trials vol. ii. ^iifr 30.] 

//r. Attorney GnuraL Your Ixwdferp 6V>ferves, that by the 
ratry which was made upon the aSth of Septembe^^ it is reij^v* 
ed, that the Secretary (hall e3q)re6 the thanks of the Gaqftituti*- 
onai Society to the London Corresponding Society for their 
communication, and acquaint them that diis Society do very 
highly approve of their inttmiofti i at» now going to prove a 
letter from Mr. Adams, the Secretary of die former Society, to 
Mr. Hardy, the Secretary of the other Society, which Convty^ 
Qiat approbation. 

Mr. Lau%un, This is one of the letters I found in Mr» If ar« 
dy'shoufe. 

(Ti/ Letter was read J) 

" DEAR SIR, 

u Your tetter of the ziff Scptembec, was read to the Society 
*i< for Conftituti^nal- lafisnnatiQa tail Frida]r, and I am deflred 
^ to expre^ their thanks to the London Correfponding Society 
^ for their commuaication^ and to accjuaint diem that the So« 
ciety do very highly approve of their intention* 

* I am, Dear Sir, your much obliged 
^ Tooke^S'COurt^ jrf O^oier^ " humble fervant, 

« 179a.'' <f D. ADAMS, S«:i'eftry/' 

Mr, H^re^j Secretary to fie London Orrefiohding So^litj,^^ 



' Mr. Attorney Generat. Tour I^ordftiip reeolteds, dUf ,{n a 
letter which has Been read in evidence, dated t&i 6f A^guft, 
Mr. Hardy iayiihe Ibcffertt^ a proof cdj^ df tin' AJdrefe of the 
I^9n4on Qorrefpondin^ Society. I now pro^M^ Ac Addr^s of 
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theCorrdponding Society, dmtod the 6di of Aoguft, ivhich lm 

found in the poflefBon of Mr. Hardy* 

Mr. Lauzun. This is one of the pamphlets I found in Mr. 

Hardy's houfc, x 
(Jt was naJ.) 

{Fide Harifs Trials vol i, pagi 214.] 

(Thi following entry was read from the hooks of tht SocUiy for 
Conjiituhonal Information.) 

^ At a meeting of die Society held at the Crown and An* 
chor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 12th OAober, I792."* 
[Fide Hardy s Trial^ vol. 2, pages 52 and ^.J 



Mr. Attorney General. Here is the original letter, figned 
Margarot and Hardy, of which the letter that has now been rea4 
is a copy. — Mr. Maclean, did ypu find this paper i 

Mr, Maclean. I found this paper at Mr. Adams's, 

Mr. Attorney General. It is cxanSHy the feme. 



(The following entries were read from the hooks of the Society 
for Conflitutional Information.) 

<^ At a meeting of the Society held at die Crown and Anchor 
" Tavern, Strand, on Friday, 0£lober 19th, 1792." 

[Vide Hardfs Trials vol. 2, page 52.] 



^ At a meeting of the Society held at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, Strand, Friday, Ofkober 26th, 1792." 

[Fide Hardy* s Trialj vol. 2, page 54. J 



<^ At a meedng of the Society held at the Crown and Anchor 
^ Tawrern, Strand, Friday, November 2d, 1792." 

iride Hardy* s Trials vol. 2, page 55.] 



» At 



{ ) 

- At t meetiiig of die Society held at die Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, Strand, Friday, November 9^1, 1792." 
[fUe Hardfs Trials vol 2, page 56.] 



Mr. Aturmy GemraL I will now produce a letter from Bar- 
low and Froft, who appear to have gone over to France for the 
purpofe of prefenting this Addrefs, ftating what had pafled on 
prefenting it, between them and the Prefident of the National 
Convention. 

Mr. M^learu I found theie papers in the pofleffion .of Mr. 
Adams* 

( It was read.) 
[Vidi Hardy* s Trialy vol. 2, page 60. J 



Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to read dieir Addrefs 
to the National Convention* 

{ It was read.) 
[Fide Hardy's Trialj vol. 2, page 60.) 



Mr. Attorney General. This paper js the tranflation of die 
Prefident's anfwer. 

( It was read.) 
{Fide Hardfs Trials vol. 2, page 61.J 



Mr. T hornton. I found thefe two papers in Mr* . Home 
Tooke's houiie at Wimbledon* ^ - 

J^. (to Mr. miliam Woodfall) Whofe hand-writing do you 
believe diefe to be ? 

A Both of them Mr. Tooke's hand-writing. 
Mr. Tooic. Tbey are my hand-writii^. 

(They were read.) 

R 4 « Trim. 
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« Draught §f a letter from Mr, Tbokt to the Mayor 9f ParUy 

^ the Jury. What is the date of that tetter? 
Mr. Shelton. It has no date. 

Mr. Brjkine. But it was before fte commenceni euC of 
war, becaufe it was before Mr, Froft went to Paris. 

Mr. Thornton. I found tiiis paper }n Mr. Home Tooke't 
houfe at WiqiUedosKk 

{to Mr. JVilliam fVoodfall) Here is a memoFandum of 
when tJiis paper was received-^Whofe hand-wridi^ is that? 

4 Thje yipiifi, ^. Rei?dive4 at Wiipld«49n, Wtdnefllay, Op- 
^ tober 9th," I take to be Mr. Hori^ ToPke ■$» 

Mr. Tooke. Yes, they acQ minet 



(ji letter^ figned " Prtion;' addreffed to the « Society of the 
Friends of the Revoluti/m^** daUd. ^btb O^ohery frfl year 
V of the French Republic read.) 

[Vide Hardfs Trial^ voL 2, page 

(The following entry was read from the books if thi Society fir 
Qof[ftitutional' Infowmatkn. ) 
At a meeting of the Scj^ij^Qt foe Coijftitutional Information, 
** held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand^ Friday^ 
^ December ii^tb, 1,792.'^ 

[Vidf Hardfs, %riqf^ vol ^ ^< J, 



Mr. Solicitor General, ^^i^lffi^^J MlhpMM 7^ fc4 

^ papa I 
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ihe Friends of Liberty and Equality, fitting at La4Di ^ tbm 
Society for Conftitutional Information* 
(7> was read,) 

— . 1 W W ■ 

(Vfjf filkwi^tg ^ntrj v^qx rtai from tU books of the Sacittfjii^ 
Ojtfiitutioual- ittfirnkitlon.) 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional loforoHitiaB, 
^ hcM «t ^ Crcm 9fA AwcImk T«y«Rb Fridq% 21ft of 

December, 1792. • 

« PRE8ENT^ 
^ Mr. R^dF in die chair, 

^ Mr. Sh^jrpcy Mr. Huik Mr, 9oomy^ Mf. John Maitki, Mr. 
« Parkinfon. Mr^HoIcroft, Mr. B, Toc^k^ Mr. Williams, 
« Mr. Sinclair, Mn Hardjr,, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Kyd, Mr, 
'« Ckofteld, Mr, Ftefi^d^ Mr. ^% Mp. WiB% Mr. 
Jemiings, Mr. G, Williams^. Mr. War4fe, Mr, Whitc^ 
Mr. Baily, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Moore, Lord SempiU, Mr, 
« Turnbull. 

Read the following, ^ettec (rom SoQi^ of the Friend» 
of liberty and EquaHty .sijt M^on in i(he Department of 
the Saone and the Loire. 

^ Ordered, That the iame be enC«|9jl. ti|e nNPitfl^ ojf ibis 
Society," 

. « R^ve4> Thai^ M?* FiT^Oi Mr, Mm^y Mc. White, 
^ Lord SempiU, M>h M^. 1^4 M^ |S#^ MAi 

<^ Fitzgerald, and Mr, BoQpfy, ^ % CwHlilMft 4^ Poi^i^ 
Correfpondence." 

« i^c^ Th^ttlf^lfftt^fif^tlMI^ 

to the Committee of Foreign Correfpon4ence.'*' 

*5 Ordfire4, T^.^t^ ^^9^\»S^ <* Cwwktqr, of ?o^ 
<f feign Corirefpondcnce be entered ip a fepiunue bopkb" 
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Rcfolved, That the faid Committee meet at this place at 
^ half paft three o'clock on the day of -the next mceting-of the 
*» Society." 



Mr. Jttorney General I am now gomg to an entry of die 
5th of October, 1792, which flates, that a letter was received 
from Mr. Joel Barlow, communicating to the Conftitudooal 
Society his book, entitled, ^ A letter to the National Conven- 
tion of France." 

Mr. Erjkine. That was alfo read upon Mr. Hardy's tntL 

Mr. Attorney General. It was, 

(The following entries were read fr$m the books of the Society 
for Onfiitutional Information.) 

^ At a meeting of tlie Society, Odober 5th, 179a." 
• [Fide Hard/s Trialj vol a, page 30.] 

« At a meeting of die Society, Odober 12th, 179a." 
[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vol Zj page 32. J 



Mr. Jofeph Johnfon^ (fworn) 
Examined by Mr. Bower. 

J^. You are a Bookfeller ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Be fo good as look at Aat book, which was fliewn to 
you hft week, did you print and pnbliih that? 

A. I printed a book with this title. 

That book which you faw laft week ? 

A. I cannot tell whether it is the fame, or no; it has the ap- 
pearance of it ? 

J^. Did you publiflx a book of that kind, and who did you 
publifti it for ? . 

A. I printed it at the requeft of the author. 

^ By 
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^. By the author, do you mean Joel Barlow? 
A Yes. 

J^. You were emploved by him as his printer ? 
A Yes. 

4>. And jfou believe that to be the book you printed ? 
A. It has all the appearance of it; I could not tell without I 
read it. 

^. Do pu know of any other book of diat appearance, be- 
fides that which was publUhed by yourfelf ? 
A. Na 

{Extraas read from a Letter to the National ConventUn of France^ 
on thedefeSIs of the Conjlitution ofl'j^i^ and the extent of thg 
amendments which ought to he applied^ by Joel Barh'ju^ Efj. 
Author of Advice to the Privileged Orders.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trial, vol. 2. page 35.] 

(TTfe following entry was read from tie book af the Society for 
Conftltutional Information.) 

** At a meeting of the Society held at Ac Crown and Anchor, 
* Friday, Odober 19th, 1792." 

[Vide Hardfs Trial, vol. 2. page 52.] 



.M^. Attorney QeneraL This your Lordfliip obforvcs is an 
approbation of that letter, and an order for it to be publi(hed. 
Mr. Adams, in his account^ charges for the publication of Jod 
Barlow's letter in the different ncwfpapers. 

The next is a letter fromperfons ftyling theuifelves the Editors 
pf the Patriot. 

Mr. Maclean^ I fbund,thi$ among Mr. Adams's papers. 

(It was read.) 

" SIR, « Shejffieldy l^th OSlohor, 1792. 

In coniequence of a faint from your Society, that frnall 
and cheap pvUkations would be of great betiefic towards 



« enlightening the public mind in political information^ we 
foipc time ago fet on foot a periodical work, the Patriot^ and 
^ we took the liberty about three months fince to traoinic ym 
^ fuch numbers as were then publifhed, entreating jDur pe- 
<^ rufal of them, and after that your candid opinion aa l» the 
matter contained therein, and any hints which jnu ai%ht 
^ pleafe to think would add to its public udlity, and coQliibute 
to its improvement; confidcring ourfdves as aAu^ «pon 
^ principles alone, joined to an ardent defirc to forward and 
promote the interefts of the great caufe of freedooiy aftd that 
^ we were doing what your Society had expre(sly ncomoifinMB 
^ wc flattered ourfejves we might make this requtfl^ and that k 
^ would not have been thought uiureafonable s and as we Gonvcy* 
^ ed our fentiments in terms of die greatcft refped and dcfarence 
to the fupcriority of abilities which you have to boaft, being 
united in your honourable body, we dimight that die com'* 
mon civility which, on Aich occafions, a£hiates men, even 
differing in opinions^ and at variance wtdl eKh Hkiet^ wouli 
«^ have infured us an anlwer; we hare been deceived, our efforts 
ff^ to ferve the caufe appear to your Society, it mmM km^ de« 
fcTving no other notice than iUence and eentenpc i du9 we 
are fomctliing furprized at, as in a caufe tiki tbisy a good 
" intention only we think deferves to be commetided* We 
arc perfectly aware of, and wj o i c e lo refled on the fplcndid 
" talents which oriviment your Society, and are convinced that 
any thing we can write muft appear to fome amongft you 
very trifling and puny efforts; but to doourbeft is as much 
as is allotted to man, non omnia poffhmus $mnesy and we 
cannot forget, while we contemplate tfte magnificent fplendour 
« of the fun, that, \\*en deprive^ of his enfivening Hght, we 
find ourfclvcs highly ijidcbtcd to the fmall arid feeble gfim- 
" mcrinj of a taper ; we avowed that Our work was intended 
to imprefs its contents oo the great body of the people i we 
pretcncIcJ not to any originality further than the work irtelf, 
dedicated folely to purpofes never before attempted; and as 
^ to fiipcrior excellence, we ha* not* the vaftTty ta^htj ctaim to 
^ any, we looked for no complimci*, we'^ly- wifterf (ui- 

' « advicvi 
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^victi and tertainly approbtcion, where it might be deM« 
ed by yeu to be due^ would have been highly gratifymg^ 
to us. 

^ Dilkppoifited in ill our expeAations, it may perhaps appear 
odd and extraordinary that vrs (hould trouble you again;' 
feeling as men, and we hope poflefled of the laudable and 
proper fpirit of GtHtlemettj did we ad on the impulfe of 
pundilio and etiquette only^ we fhouM in all likelihood can* 
fidcr our pens as tied up, but as vdunt^ers in the moft glo- 
rious canfe which can animate and aifiuate the minds of inen, 
we fliake off the feeUc fetters of ceremonious cxa6lner8, and 
once more prefent ourfdves to your notice, as Kealoiis (iip- ' 
porters of thofe rights of man, of which we are happy to fee 
your Society fo worthily placed at die head. 

* Widiin a few days paft we have received a letter from the 
Secretary of a Society intended to be eftablilhed at Stockport^ 
which we diink it neceflary to fubmit to jrour infpedtion, and 
have accordingly fent it herewith; your Society will find 
diereby what un}uitifiable means are adopted by the enemies 
to reform, and the friends and tods of aibitrary power, topre-« 
vent the increafe of thofe Socie ties, and to crufii and anni- 
hilate our efforts in their bud ; we diought it prudent and 
neceflary to anfwer the letter immediately, and to give them, 
fuch cacouragemcnt as our feeble talents will permit > that 
we alfo fubmit to your confideratlon in the copy of the letter 
to Mr. Andrews, which accompanies his to us ; we cannot 
help refleding that unlefi tfie friends to reform &and by and 
fuccQur each other, they Cannot hope for fuccefs ; and we 
tfiefefere indulge ourfdvtt with the hope, that your So- 
ciety will think diis Society at Stockport defcrving their 
attbiUionj and give diera their fanftton, advice and fupport 

• Having done this, we have fatisficd our confcienccs, and 
haften to conclude, only requefting leave to add, that in ^d- 
drefEng our laft letter to your Society, we proteft that we 
had no idea we (houM give offence { we are thoroughly con- 
vinced nothing but the moft perfeA and general uitanhnhy 
cm cTcr ezttxde Ae friends of freedom to cxpifl:- f«xei's 

ag^nft 



f ) 

Mr. Pfoekik. t fbiinJ this ib tM ftiia^ tf Mr. 

J^. (/* il/n X^^/Zftfifi XF^Mj^) t)o yott bdicve iiqr put of 
tbis letter to be of Mr. Tookel hri tf ^^ ^i tituig f 

J. The words « attend tliofe cfibcm" I bdkvetDbe Toofce't 
writing. 

JU'n r^fi^. Thofe words are Poiau 
(It wat rtiKl.) 
[Fide Hatdfs Trials vol. 3, page lOf.] 



Mr. Bower. Having before prortd that the hbn6m CdntC^ 
pdnding Society fent members to be aflbciatcd widi the Loodoif 
Conftitutional Society, who were accordingly adtnittedy and of 
which members Mr. Hardy, the Secretary of the London Cor* 
refponding Society, wAs one. I am now going to read a lefter 
from StoCicport to Hardy, as Sxteuty of dn Loiidoft Oontt 
ponding Society. 

J^. (to Mr. Lauxun.) Where did you find diat paper I 

A. I found it in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

{Letter from Stockport^ fignei P. W. Frojt^ to Mr. Tbime 
Hurdyy indorfed upon the hacky " Siodtport^ FrietUU rf 
Vnivcrfal Peace and the Rights of Alarty reeiivtd ^jtb ef 

. Sfptember^ ^79^y anfwered tlth of OSiobery and font a c6f$ 
of the addreft.'^) read. 

Mr, Erjhtne. Anfwcrcd by Mr. Hardy ? 
Mr. Bower. Yes. 

[Fide Hardfs Trialj ifri. I, page 2^5.} 



Mr. Bower. We are now going to road » letter frdlff lf«r-i 
wicb. 

. Mr. Lauzun. I found chcfe papers in Hardy'i homfi^ 

(Letter 



( *57 Y 



{LetUr f^om Mi Margavt to Mt, Jtfeph Heetmer^ Secretary U 
the Friends of Univerjal Peace and the Rights of Man So^ 
cietyy Stockporty dated LmbH^ O^ober ii/A, 1792, read.) 

[Fide Hdrdfs Trial, vol. I, page 217.] 



( Letter from Norwich, to Thomas Hardy, ftgned George Knapp, 
Ifaac Saint, and Anthony Caddewould, dated November iith, 
1794^ read.) 

[Fide Hardy^s Trialy vol I, page 222.] 



{Letter from M, Margarot, in anfwer to the laji, dated No- 
vemberzkthy 179I, produced*) 

Mr. Et/kine. This has been read before. 
Mr. Bower. It has* 

Mtm Mrjkinit I wi(h yoxa LofdAip to underfbnd diat I do 
iio€ mean hAm I am now fiiying, tn the fhapc of an object 
tion. This paper was read againft Mr< Hardy, becaufe it was 
found in his pefltfiofi) and it is a draft of an anfwer whicb he, 
Mr* Hardy, was fuppofed to have meditated, to fend to a letter 
written to him, but upon what principle of law, of evidence, or 
of common fenfe, it^can be read upon this occaHon, \ know 
not. 

Lord Ckiif yu/iite Byre» It read as evidence againft Mr. 
Hardy. 

Mr. Erfkinck He is not now before the Court— he is ac- 
quitted. 

Lord Chief Jujlice Eyre. Certainly he is not; but as a perfon 
concerned in this Cranfiu9ion, the guilt of which is imputed to 
the prifoner at the bar. ^— 

Mr. Erjkinti Can youf Lordfhip coafider diis as any guilt as 
connected widi 1 perfon now acquitted ? 

Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. His acquittal of his fbare makes 
no difference in the tranfii^on; die Jury have thought it right 
tt fiiy he was not guilty: diis goes to the YftixM general plan of 

Vol. L S tbe 
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the evidence ; there are two difttnft partly one to die gencrd 
plan, the other to the particular &fis. 

A^. Erfiine. I perfeaiy undecflaod die Court: I am &dC- 
ficd. 

{Litter fignti M. Margmt rod.) 
[rtde Hardy's Trh^ vd. I, fagt 224.] 

Afr. Bower. This feems to finif^ the evidence^ we 
the year 1792 ; and your Lordfhipi will underftanid we aie new 
going to read an entry from the book of the Society ftr Confti- 
tudonal Information, on die i8di ct January, I79> 

(It was road.) 

[Hdi Hardy s Trml^ vol. 2, pagi 75.] 

{A rough draft of the akovo mtry finwn u Mr. WilSm 

tf^ooe^aU.) 

Mr. PercivaL In whofe hand-writiiig are thefe werii A 
^ member of the National Cooventioa of France (dac oonfi- 
** dered by us as—" i , 

Jt. I believe them to be Mr. Home Tooke's* 

Mr. Tooke. That is my hand-»writing. 

{The following entries were read firm tbo hooks of tho Socuij fir 
Conflitutional ItrformaiioB.) 

^ Atz meeting of die Society hdd at die (>9wnaad Aacbor 

^ Tavern, Friday, Jan. 2sdi, 1793." 

[Vide Hardfs Trials vol. 2, fago 75.] 

^ At a meeting of die Society held at the Crown and Andnr 
Tavern, Strand, Friday, February ift, I793.** 

irtde Hardy s Trial, vol. 2, pago 7^.] 

J9r 
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jifeph Dehofe^ (fwom) 

Examined by Mn Lmv. 

J^. Did you receive diefe three papers as the Moniteurs of the 
fourth, fixth, and feventh of Januaryi 1793 i 
A. Yes; 

Mr. Erjkine, They are the fame we had upon die laft trial, I 
fuppofe ? 

Mr.B^wer. They are. 

A. Thefe are the original papers, which were imported 
from Paris, as I exprefled when I was here before^ 

^ Shortly after the time when they reipe£Hvely bear date ? 

A. They were received within five or fix days, I fuppoici of 
die Paris date ; they were imported as I mentioned before. 

Jofepb Deboffej 
Crofi-examined by Mr. Tooie* 
^ Thefe diree papers you fold ? 

A. I cannot afcertain whether diey came out of my ihop, or 
toot ; but, at the fiune dme, I can afcertain that they are the real 
Paris papers. 

^ Have you any of the Moniteur of this date i 

A. I have had a great many. 

j^. Did you feil a great many f 

A^ I have fold as many as I had regular fubfcribers for : I was 
not in the habit of felling papers loofely, but fuch Noblemen 
and Gentlemen as fubfcribed regularly, I had the honour of 
ferving them with regularity. I have fold fome hundreds, in re- 
gular connections, from the beginning of the Moniteur, down 
to die dme when the communicadon was totally ftopped. 

J^. How long have you been out of prifon? 

A. Me in prifon f 

^ * a(k you ? 

A. Never in my life. 

^ Have not you been profecuted i 

A Never in my life. 

S 2. ^ Nor 




j£ Yes irffek die Poft OCoe fiU 



J^. ABdodnsMdiei 

AndjOBi 
j£ I was nmr, I 
dbe fime at Cray body eUL 

^ Not OK in piflinilar; if it ^pmN 
prated others ; therefore, the people of the Poft Otm 
be pmufhcd. 

A/r. Tc^lr. You are a very hmft nnPb. « , 

J/r. //7;;/m iF^s^^tf/iL I be^ fuiam tmn^mmmmi^M 
witnt(s is a fartig:ner bere^ 1 heg }u^fy m m mtifm ^W^P 
fry that he Uwl formerly with flw^ aai i% « ll«wT«4r W 
hft denoiiunaic4 hiiiH a very honoft mb 



extr^Qi fnm tU Mmrteurs fnHicei) 

Mr. Erjkifu. This is not icadKng mi thing out of Ae Inob- 
of the Conftitutional Society. 

Lord Chief JuJUce Eyre. They are paflagci m ifcdc ppn 
which that Society recommended for penittL 

Mr. Att$m€y Gimral And dley idbbcd ^ tUVB^ 
ihould be publilhcd in die oewfpapen. 



(EngHJh iranjlattons of iietraSh firm the fpeeches of Barnn^ 
St. Andrey and Roland^ wer^ read.\ ^ - 

\Vide Hardy* s Y'rial, voL 2, t^i* 't9'T " ' ' 

{The foOouimg entries were ftMSiffm the hoi of the Society fir 
- Confiitutkmal Tf^ormation.) 

At a meeting of the Society for Cbnftitudonal Tftformation^ 
•* at ttie Crown and Anch<ir Tavern, Friday, 15th Marcb 
^ 1793* , 

« PRESENT, 
^ Captain Tooke Harwood, in tlie Chair. 
Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Kydd, Mr. Tooke, Mr. Martin, Mr 
« Faiachcrly, Count Zenobto, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. I. Wil- 
^ liams, Mr, Bonney, Mr^ Symonds, Rev. Mr, Joyce, Mr. 

Holcroft, Mr. Swainfon, Mr, Banks, Lord SempiU, Mr« 
« Wills, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr. Baily, Mr. Froft, Mr. G. 
^ Williams. 

" Mr. Gay, of Duke-ftrect, St. James's, was propofed by 

Mr. Tooke, and feconded by Mr. Bonney." 

Mr. Tooke. Is there a Chriftian name to that Mr. Gay ? 

Mr. Sheltoru There is no Chriftian name. 

<^ Refolved, That die thanks of this Society be given to Joel 
^ Barlow and John Froft, for their condud in the prefentadoti 
^ of the addrefs of dus Society to the National Convention of 
^ France ; and that Mr. Froft be afliired that «ur regard f6r 
^ him is not lefiened but encreafed by the profecutions and per* 
" fecutions which his faithful and due difcharge of that commif- 

fion may bring upon him." . 

^ Ordered, That dus reiblution be publifhed in the newf- 
« papers.** 



^ At a meeting of the Society for ConfKtutmial Information, 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, sad 
^ March, 1793, 

S3 PRE* 



( ** ^ 

"FSESEMT, 

« Mr. FraC^ Mr. Hdl, Caam Zmlin> Ifr. Tookc^ Mr, 
« Wilk, M SanpilWMr. BumeftUcKfUtW- SmtMi 
•* Mr. Join Miiti% Mr. AafeB, Mr. Mu ia . Mir. Bdr 
« oMUOk Cqic T. Harwooi^ Mr. Pkkidbm Mr. I» WiU 
« lins Dr. Kcttilh, Mr, Ift^piM^ Mr. ad^. 

^ Rod a letter finooi die IxnlDii CoRc|pDBfim[ So titty^ poor 
* tuning dieir refahitions cxdnCqg Mr. Gnot nai l|r, {Jtr 

« dgohn from tint Sodcqr; li iiiialj^ ik< thcycm- 

^ not any longer fit in die Sode^fer GoniiliitioHl Uhaat^ 
^Sodletj.'' Cqnt^ondiii| 

* ReMvedi That due London C3uiittl|iQBfi^g Socitty ho r&- 
^ yefleil to cleA tuo memben^ vhD hste tfatir O0B|Ub|i3^ to 
^ fupfdy die phoes of die afibcialQ4 mc^ibm mai^ ' 

ibludon." 

« RefblTcd, ThatMr-Maignolbe icqadkd to fee w» cf 
dK Simrdi of ^ inniycr%y jvMr,'* 
^ Mr. Margaret^ being prefcn^ pocepled die oSce.** 
« Mr, Hardy eziureflTcd his refriiiKfefo an 
« Steward." 

ReadaJettorfrom die United Politkal Societio of lfor. 

« Reiblved, That die coofidendonof i|ie find ktterhepol. 

poned till the next meeting,** 



Mr, Macken. I found this p^er in die poflefion of Mr. 
Adams. 

Mr. Jttomej Gemr^L This is a letter dated the yh of March, 
^793) which is mentioned in the proceedings of the Conftim-i 
tional Society, on die 2ad of Mardi^t is aletter from die Ufli- . 
ted Political Societies at NonRrich, to die Cooftitutional Sopefff 
in London^ upon the projeA of a Convention. 

4 (Ifc 
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(T£f felUufing Entries were read /rem the book of the Society for 
Conftitutional Information :) 
At a Meeting of the Society, at die Crown and Andior 
« Tavern, Strand, Friday, March 29, 1793.** 

[Hdi Harefy*s Trials vol 2. page 88.] 

^ At a Meeting of the Society, at the Crown and Anchor 
^ Tavern, Strand, Friday, April 5, 1793-*' 

[ride Hardy s Trialy vol. 2, page 88.] 



- ^ At a Meetnig of the Sodeiy at ^ Crown a^nd Andw Ta« 
vem, Friday, April la,. i793f'* 

[f^de Hardfs Trials vol 2, page 90.] 



Mr. Attorney General Refer back to the 29di of M^rch, 
wben it was defbrred— -was Mr, Took« preient dien? 
Mr. Shelton. He was not, 

Mr. Erjkine. You mean his name is not in the book. 

Mr. Attorney General. I always mean, prtfent, as appears by 
die book — was he preient upon the a^d, when it appears by the 
book to be deferred i 

Mr. Shelton. Yes, he was, 

Mr. Attorney General We will now read die letter of die Stb 
fif March, fiom the United Political Societies. 

(Itivas read.) 

l^de Hardfs Trialy 'ool 2, pageSb.) 



Thomas Wagflaffe (fwom) 
Examined by Mr. Attorney General 
^ Look at that paper {/hewing it to tbewitnefs.) Did you 
ever find that paper in any place ? 
J. Yes, at I(aac Samt% at Norwich, 

S+ Mr, 
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Mr.jtttorney General. I will now call Madean, toprare, that 
he found, in the pofllilion of Mr. Adams, a draft of a letter, 
whidi your Lordihtp will afterwards find is copied into this lettep 
ibund at Saint's, at Norwich, by WagftafFe. 

Mr. MacUau* I found this paper in the pqfleffion of Mr, 
Adams, 

[Ftde Hardfs Tri^k voL ^ page 90.) 



Mr. Daniel Adam (called again,) 
Mr, Attorney General. Look it that s is ikat yam hand-writ* 
ing, and was it fent to Norwich, in conibqutnoe of fhe rdUnticm 
of the 1 2th of April, 1793, which iippears in your book? 

A, It is my hand-writing, and it was fent to Mr. Saint, at 
Norwich. 

^ Was it fent in confequenoe of a refol«tion of the ipb of 
April, 1793—^ Refolved, That the laid anfwer be (eqt die 
« Secretary to the Secretary of the fiud Societies." f 

J. Yes. 

. ^ That is the letter that was written, is it? 
-//• It is, 

Mr. Attorney General. It is a precife copy with die fignature 
of Mr. Adams, of that draught whiph has becnfead, 

I proceed now to read a letter of the lyth of Majr, ij^j, 
from Margaret and Hardy, who were both aflqciated meoibcrs 
of the Conditutional Society, to the Secretary of the Society of 
the Friends of the People, at Edinburgh, 

Air. Lauzun. This is one of the letters I found inl^. Hardy*! 
houfc. 

( It was read') 
[Fide Hardy's Trialy vol. u ^4(^^243.] 

Mr. Attorney General. This is a letter from Skirving, in an* 
fwer to that letter, the draft of which your Lordlbips have beard 
read. Did you find this paper any where? 

Mr. 
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Lau%un. I found this paper at Mr. Hardy^s houlet 

(ItwatreaJ.) 
[Vide Hardy* s Tnaly vol, i. page 244-] 

( Tif following Entry was read from the book of the Society for 

Conjiitutional Information,) 

" At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutiorjal Infor-» 
mation, held at tlie Crown and Anchor Taverni Strand^ 
Friday, June 28, 1793, 

« PRESENT, 
" Mr. Sharpe in the chair, 
* Mr. Walker (Manchcfter), Mr. Bonney, Mr. Martin, Rcrl 
^ Mr, Joyce, Mr. Parkinfon, Mr, Chatfield, Mr. I. Wil- 
« Hams, Mr. Banks, Mr. Wardle, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Watts^ 
" Mr. Canipboll, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Margarot, Mr. L 
" H. Tojke, Dr. Redhead, Mr. Holcrofc 

« Rcfolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare aa 
Addrefs to the Bi irifli Natkin.'* 

^ Refolveii, That IVIr. Tooke and Mr. Yorke be tv^uefttd tjS 
^ prepare faid Addrcfe," 



Mr^A.Umey Genert.f. Having read a IfClser Axxn the United 
Societies of Norwich, 10 the Conftitutional Society in Londoti, 
with their anfwer relative to aConventioiii pr an Addrefs to the 
King, I am now going to read a letter from the Political So«« 
ciety at Norwich, t j the Secretary of tie London Correfponding 
Society, relative to the fame objetSls, meaning to read theanfwer 
prefently. 

J^. (to Mr. Lauxun.) Where did you find thefe papers f 
J. In Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

^Letter from the Political Societies at Norwich^ to the Secretary 

§f the London Correfponding Society-, endorfed^ received tht 

ZSti Jkncj 1793, read.) 

[Hdc Hardy* s Trial, vol. I. page 248- 

2 A^. 
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Mr. Attorney General I will now read die drift of an aii« 
fwer to the laft letter from MargaroC and Hardy, dated the %^ 
of July, 1793. 

{ft was read.) 
[Fide Hardy's Trial^ vol. I. page 150.] 



Mr. Maclean. I found this paper in f^bc poflfeffion of Mr, 
Adams. 

^r. Attorney General. This is a letter from Calender, at Edin^ 
burgh, to Hardy, dated Oaobcr 5, 1793. 

(It was read^) 
[Fide Hardy's Trials v$L i. page 263.] 

{The following entries were read frm th Ms ef the S$eiit]f9r 
Conjlitutional Infermation,) 

At a meeting of the Sopiety for ConftitiitiQiial Infonmtioii^ 
at the Crown 4nd Andior Tavern, O^oder 25^ 179]**' 
[Ftde Hardy's Trials v§L 2. page 95.] 

^ At an extraordinary general meeting of the Society fiv 
^ Conftitutional Information, at the Crown and Anchor Tf^v^xn^ 
Odober 28th, 1793." 

[Fide Hardy's Trials vl 2. page 97,^ 



Mr. Attorney General, (to Mr. ffllliam Scott.) Where did 
you find thcfe papers ? (Jhewing them to the witnefs.) • 

A. Among papers taken out of the cuftody of Skirving, at 
Edinburgh, they arc entitled, Scroll of Minutes of the Britilk 

Convention. 

Mr. ToAc. If I am wrong your Lord{hip will ftop me in t 
minute ; but if by that minute I have a chance of faving you an 
hour pu will not blame me for having made the attempt.— The 
profccutors have proved by their own witncfs, that though my 

name 
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mme appears in the book on the 25th of OAober, when the 
motion was made for an extraordinary meeting on the 28d^ 
that I was certainly not prefent, there being a ftrong circttm^- 
ftance which enabled the witnefs to remember my abfence om 
that day. On the 28th of Odober, he likewife proves dut I 
was not prefent, and on that day my name does not, though it 
might, have appeared in the book, notwithftanding my being 
abfent — ^but will it then be fit or proper that upon my trial, hav- 
ing firft of all proved by their own witnefs, that I not only was 
abfent when this motion was made, and all that followed in con- 
fcquence of it, but that I was likewife exceedingly averfe from 
it, very angry at it, and fufFered much abufe in confequence of 
that difference of opinion — ^will it be fit (perhaps it may be con- 
fonantwith the reft of the proceeding) that thofe very adions 
and meafures, which moft of all I difapproved, fhould be read 
to the Jury, who may, perhaps, forget that circumftance while 
they are reading it, or recoiled fome unpleafant circumftances 
while it may be read.— Will it be fit that the meafures which I 
appear moft particularly and diftinguiftiingly to diiapprove^ 
fhould be read to the Jury in order to criminate me ? 

Mr. Law. The approbation of Mr. Tooke to the meafure of 
this convention, is contained in a minute of the 17th of January, 
1 794, when he was in the chair. 

Lord Chief Juftice Byre. The whole plan of the Trial re- 
quires that we fiiould admit this as evidence of a part of th^; 
general tranla6Uon— at the iame time it certainly will not be 
forgotten, that as to the particular circumftance of fending De- 
legates ; in the firft place, you were abfent when the Delegates 
were appointed — in the next place, as far as your opinion could 
be coUeded, you were againft fending thofe Delegates, but 
not only will It be to be read, becaufe it makes a part of the 
general traniadUoa charged as a confpiracy, but it may alfo be 
read upon the ground laft opened— namely, that the proceedings 
qS that Convention were afterwards apprpved of in the Con- 
ftitutional Society, and that part of die minutes may be perfon« 
aUy brought home to you. 

t Mr. 
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Mr. Tccie. I beg pardon then-*as far as I am concerned, 
reading this, and endeavouring to apply this to me, isextremelj 
uieful to me ; my defence for objeAing is, I did it to fave the 
time of the Court. 

Lor/i Chief Jujlice Eyre. You will do right to make every tife 
that you can poilibly make of it. 

{ExtraSis from the proccedingt of the Convention at Edinburgh 

read.) 

^ Convention Hall, November ajd, 1793* 
" Fifth Day's Sitting." 
[Vide Hardfi Trial^ vol. I. page 31,0.] 



^ Convention Hall, November 28th, 1793;. 
« Ninth Day's Sitting." 
[Vidi Hardy^s Trials vol. I. page 319.] 



Convention Hall, firft year of the Bridfli ConventioOi* 
« 29th of November, 1793. 

« Tenth Day's Sitting." 

[Vide Hardy s Trialy vol. i. page 322.] 



«• Convention Hall, November 30^1, 1793; 
« Eleventh Day's Sitting." 
[Ude Hardy's Trial^ vol. l. page 324.] 



Convention Hall, Monday, December ad, 1793. 
" Firft year of the Britifh Convention. 

« Twelfth Day's Sitting." 
[Fide Hardy s Trial^ voL i. page 326.] 



^ Eduiburglby 



C z69 y 
^ £dtnburg^> December 4^1, lygj. 
^ Fourteenth Sitting of the Brkifli Convention^'* 

[HiU Hardfi Trial^ vol. i. pagt 332.] 



Mr. Erjktne, Now, do indulge us wifli reading that which 
we had before about the jour pound raifed) and the two bad 
ihillings — the national bank— and alfo the manner in which the 
Convention was difperfed. 

Mr, Solicitor GeneraL The proceedings of the Conventioa 
do not contain any thing about the di^rfion of the Convene 
tion. 

Mr. Erfiine. It was read laff time. 

Mr, Solicitor General. What you allude to was a letter frora 
Mr, Margarot— The money was colkSed, I believe^ in the 
fourth day's fitting. 

(It was read,) 

Edinburgh, aift November, 1793-^ 
' [Fide Hardy* s Trials voL x. page 305.] 

( The following entries were read from tb$ Imk $f the Society fsir 
Confiitutional Information,) 

^ At a meeting of the Society for Conftxtutional InformatioRy 
^ held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Tnikf^ 
^ January lOth, 1794. 

« PRESENT, 
^ Mr. Banks,, in the chair^ 

« Mr. Home Tooke, Mr. L Pearibn, Mr. Williams, Mr. 
" Bonney, Mr. Fitxgerald, Mr. Sinclair,. Mr.^ Wills, Mr, 
« Hull, Count Zenobio, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Holcroft, 
^ Mr. Campbell, (Neckinger) Mr. Wardle, Mr. Chatfield, 
<^ Mr. Wddon, Mr. Harrilbn, Mr* Parkinion, Mr. Rutt. 

^ Refolved, 



^ Rcrolved, That tht important letter received fmn Mr. Sins 

dair, t|ie Delegate from this Societj to die CooTention at 
^ Edinburgh) and the fubfequent proceedings of that Conveo* 
•* tion, be taken inta confideradon on Frichy next^ and that a 
^ general meeting of the Society be called fur that plirpofe.'^ 

^ Rcfolvcd, That the foregoing reibludon be publiihed in the 

news-papers." 



<^ At a meeting of the Socfiety for Conftitiidonal Infennadon, 
*^ at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, January 
17th, 1794.'' 

[^ide Hardy's Trials vol. 2. pagi toi.j 



Mr. Tooke. I beg that the account of the laft meeting muf 
be read over again, becaufe it appears fo difFerendy from di6 
printed report — the only intelligence that I could poffibly have 
till this moment — beg that thofe refolutions may be read- 
when I propofed a queftion to my Lord Chief Juftice, whether 
the proceedings of the Briufh Convention fhould be read-Ht 
was ftated that an approbation would be found afterwards in 
die Society's books of thofe proceedings. I do not mean to 
impute it to the gentleman whoever did fo ftate, for he might 
miftake, and as I cannot recolle£t every thing in the books, it 
is not to be fuppofcd that this gendeman, who was not in die 
Society, fhould. — It was ftated by the Counfel for the Crown^ 
at the time I propofed the queftion, whether it would be fit t» 
read the proceedings of the Bridfh Convention, fincc their own 
witncfles have proved that I had nothing to do with it, but 
oppofed it — it was ftated as a reafon for reading them, that it 
would afterwards appear from the books, that I, together witi 
other members, had approved of the proceedings of the C<Mi^ 
vention. 

Now thefe laft refolutions prove moft dearly, from the very 
part of die proceedings of the Society, which was ftated as die 

reafon 
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nafon for reading the proceedings of the Britifli Convention, 
that inftead of an approbation being given by ipe (unlefs I 
have mis^hcard it) it appeared that as foon as thofe refolutions 
came to be propofed, Mr. Home Tooke, who was in the 
chair till then, quitted the chair in the midft of reading the 
refolutions, and that Mr. Gerald took the chair, and then came 
the approbation of thofe proceedings which very well might 
come, becaufe he was a party in thofe proceedings. 
. So far from proving an approbation of the proceedings, they 
prove that that which was ftatcd as a caufe for reading them, 
fliould not have been fo dated. I beg that I may . not be fup- 
pofed to mean to cad any imputation upon the gentleman, 
who made the miftake, I mean no fuch thing, leafl of all to the 
gentleman whom I now underhand to have ftated it, for I 
have the utmoft refpe£t for him, and I have it for all the gen- 
tlemen. I beg thofe refolutions may be read over again, and 
then the Court and Jury will fee that juft before the approbation 
of thofe proceedings came, I quitted the chair, and another per- 
fon took it. 

Lard Chief Jujike Eyre. It is fit that the obfervation (hould 
be made, and that the paper he read again to fee whether it is 
founded. 

Mr, Attorney General Your Lordfliip will do me the juftice 
to fiiy I was not the perfon who made the obfervation^and I 
wifh to add, that if I had been the perfon who made it, I 
certa'mly (hould have made the obfervation upon a great, many 
more proceedings than this. 

Mr. Law. There is no notice taken of who was in die chair, 
but that Mr. Tooke was in the chair at the beginning of the 
m^ng, and there is this refolution — " Refolved that we ap- 

prove of the conduft of the Britifh Conveiuion.'' Upon 
the face of Aat proceeding there is nothing to indHoe one to 
believe there had been a change in the chair. 

Lord Chief Jujiice Eyre. Read that again. * 

Mr. Solicitor General. Read the refolutions of the locfa and 
the 17th. 
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Air. 7$9ke. I call for thofe reMiKidns only of die ifS^ wUdi 
plainly ihew, if books can fliew aiiy dlirigi duC ittniefiiti|f 
bdbcc die rcfoluttons were moved approvii^ of the procetit* 
jngs of the Brittfh Convention^ I inflandy qtaitted Ae cfaairy 
m -the middle of the firing of refelutboa^ »l aMtfaer p^Crii 
took my phcc. 

Lord tSfief Jujiice Eyre. I irifli diat tobe rend Oit I may 
take a note of it. 

Mr. AtUmey Gtmral. I am veiy defirout Aat it may be 
fcad 

Lord Chiifjufttce Ejn. I want to know where it is that 
the circumftanee of Mr. Tooke*s leaving die chair firft mpem 
-—Is it immediately after— ^ Refolved Aat diofe who imibte 

* example deferve his fate.'* } 
Mr. Sbebon. It is. 

Mr. Att9mey General. At die meeting on die lOlh, at which 
Mr. Tooke was prefent, as appears by the hook, it was it** 
iblved — ^ That the important letters received from Sindair, 
^ the Delegate from this Society to the Convention at Edui* 

* bttrghy and the fubfequent proceedings of that Co n ventioii| 

* be taken into confideration on Friday nest, and diat a ge- 
^ neral meeting of the Society be called for diat purpofe.**— « 
^ Refplved that diis be publifhed in the newipapers.'* IVn 
there is the meeting of the i7di, to wiudi I beg your L o nl flup's 
^Attention. 

Mr. Tooke. I do not mean to be capdous | but! beg to know* 
whether my requeft ought not fairly zpA reafixiabiy to be am* 
plied with, and then the Attorney General to re-read, if bednilks 
proper, any other refolutions. 

Lord Chief JuJUce Eyre. I thin^diat you are ftriffl^eiidded 
to have that part of the paper read whidi you requeft fliould be 
read, and if any thing is thought neceflary to be read by way of ex- 
plaining it, that the proper time for its being read is afterwards. 

Mr. Twke. I wifli to have the minute read from die begin* 
Bing to diat place. 

(A 
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(It was read again,) 

Mr, Maclean. I found this paper in the poiTefllon of Mr* 
Adams. 

Mr. Solicitor General. The laft article on that day is— 
Read a letter from Hardy, Secretary to the London Corre- 
" (ponding Society." This is the letter from Hardy4 

(It was tead.) 
[Piae Hardy* s Trial, vol, i. page 342.] 

( The following entry was tead from the books of the Society for 
Cdnftitiitional Information.) 

" At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informationi 
** at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, Ja- 
" nuary 24th, 1794." 

[^yide Hardfs Trials vol. 1. page I02.j 



Mr. Macleam I found this paper in the poflefEoii of Mn 
Adam& 

. Mr* IFilliam fFoodfalL I believe this to be the hand^wridng 
of Mr. Home Tooke. 

Mr.Tookek This vras proved before, it is an itontcal pro- 
phecy written by me, unfortunately and too fatally fulfilled. 

Mr. Attorney General, I am going to read a refolution that 
was entered in the Conftitutional Society's book on the 24th of 
January, 1794, in the hand-writing of Mn Tooke, 

Mr. Erjkim. That is the fame tiling you have been reading } 
you have read it in print, and now you are going to read the 
inanuicript 

Mr. Attorney General. No, I read it from the Society's book} 
my Lord was kind enough to tell me this morning, that when I 
produced a rough draft in the hand-writing of the prifoner, it 
was my duty to read it; following that advice, I am going to 
read it> 

(The rough draft was read.) 
VQp. L T Mr, 
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Mr. Attorney GeneraL Your Lordfliip wOI rcoollea I tunre 
proved that Mr. Martin was propofed bj Mr« Tookc ; I have 
alfo proved that Mr. Hardy vras an aflbciatcd member of the 
Conftitutional Society : I ain now going to prove that the Ad- 
dreTs of the London Corrcfponding Socictyy of the 20di of 
January, 1794, is that which is ftated to be ** The moff excel- 
** lent Addrcfs of the London Correfponding Sode^,"— and is 
the Addrefs alluded to in the rcfolutians of the a4th of January, 
1794, in Mr. Tooke's hand-writing, where he fiacea, ^ diat the 

Correiponding Society had deferved well of their Country." 

Mr. T^ke. What the Attorney General Hates to be provodi 
I am fure he thinks is proved) but it is poffible that he may err, 
and I think he does now, or elfe I do greatly; I ouift beg thit 
the beginning of that laft entry may be read over again, to ftt 
whether « The moft excellent Addrefs of the London Concf- 
^ ponding Society'' refers to any and what date. 

Air Attorney General. It refers to no date. I am going to 
call a witnefs to prove that the London Correfponding Sodety 
(Mr. Martin being in the chair, and Mr. Hardy, feaetary) 
publifhed an Addreft upon the aoth of January, 17941 and I 
mean to prove by evidence that the Addrefi whidi is Ipoken ef 
in the refelutions of the a4th of January, 1794, it the Addiefi 
of the 20th of January, 1794. 

Mr. T§$ke. Do I underftand it right~that you fiale Oat you 
mean to proi'e that f 

Afr. Attorney General. I ihidl prove it by that evidence^ 
which I (hall leave to the Jury upon the faA. I wilh not to be 
mifunderftood— I dcftre to &y, and I hope I do not do Wfom 
when I tell you, once for all, dnt when I ftale that I have 
proved any thing, I mean to 6y no more than that I have ofi 
fercd evidence \ the effedl of which is for the confiJu'atian if 
the Jury. 

Mr. Tooke. I hope I have not hinted or infimnted Ao flnalhi 
idea, when I think you have mis-ftated any dung, but that k is 
the efied of error, and nothing eHe. 

Mr. Attorney GeneraL I am always obliged to you when yso 
correct mc. 

. Jamti 



yarns Davidfon^ (fti^om.} 
£j&unined by Afn Jlttoriuj GimraL 

1^ You are a printer, I belitve f 
A. I am» 

4^ Do you know Mn Hardy or Mr. Martin I 
A. I know Mr^ Hardy» 

J|L Were you employed by Mr» Hardy to print any tbing 
before or after the aodi of January laft \ 

J* I waS) before tbe aoth of January^ 

Look at this paper (the Adirefs rf the Mth Janumj^ 
1794} ; did you print this pampUet i 

A. Yes, I believe 1 did. 

J^. Who employed you t6 print it f 

A. Mr. ThelwalU 

^ Who paid you for it f 

A. I am not yet paid for it. 

Mr. Attonuj GemraL I will now prove diat tfiit Addrtts 6f 
Ibe aoth ot January, 1794, was found in die poflSSfiob U (he 
Secretary tf die Coflftitottonal Sodety. 

^ (t$ Mr. AdacUan.) Did you find this any where? 

A Yes, I found it in dtt poffi^lBotn of Mr. Adao&s. 

(// was read.) 
(f^ide iLtrdfs Trialy voL i, page 35X.] 



Mr. AtterHey Geheral. I am now going to pfove a letter of 
dfc 24th at January, 1794, from Thomas Hafdy, Seorttary to 
Ae Ldfldon Correfponding Society, du^ed to Citistn AdaiAs^ 
which letter accompanied fome cdpies of the publication which 
bas juft been read. 

Mr. Maclean. I found this letter at Mr. Adams's. 

(ItimftfHkL) 



^ CITIXEK 
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CITIZEN ADAMS, . V* ' 

^ I am or4ered "by the l>>ndoti Opft^i^M^Q^ Sodetf fi» 
tranflnit to die'Soaet^ for Co^ Imonnation a few 

copies of their late publicjiiiaftw*-- ^ . i^'^'f'* ^ « ^ ^ 

« /'ri^^, THOMAS HARDY, ^SCiijia^.'' 



V.'. ' Ta ^ -Tv^yrra a*:'* J 

iO n'-.'.C ii'': -.^1 ■ n :M 

— T 

• 'Mr^')hforniy 6enirat I prGgp%'^nW VeaJ a jetter 
Mr. John Martin, the peribti tvlio' fign^ n^tmpat ak 
chairman, givbg an account of die procoe^ngs. ^ V;i 



^Mr. millam WkUir^ (fwoflttT- 
i^r. Attorney General. Did you ever |(ee Mc Jl^l^ ^^if^ 
write. - . . . • . L ii... = i ^u«'%:^.^ r*!^ kVt* . 



^.IBe fo go6d as look at that lettqr^ »t}qt 'f|i|..J^^ 

writing?. . ^^^ . . . -v.- .'^t 5- . 

J. I beficye it to be his hand-wridi^*, j. : ; ^^^'^ 

(// read.) 

[Fide Hardy's Trials vol. I, page 3<^fJ 



Mr. Attorney General. I (hall next read , a letter' of ^..|^di 
of January^ 1794, from Thfxnas Haidy, 6kw4 m cuCf. 
tody of Mr. Saint, at Norwich, relative, to the uttend^ jfroyk 

ccedings of the 20th of January, 1794. 

Mr. James JValJhy (fworn.) ^ - 

Examined by Mr. Attorney laeniraL ' " 

^ Look at that paper, and teU fl^f Lori and the Jury ivlie* 
dier you found it, and where? 

^ I 
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I found .this paper in the hovfe oTa man: of the lUMef ^ 
Saint, at Norwich. . - . - . : 

(h 'was ' read. ) . 

l^idi Hardfs Trials v^I. page 342.] 



ATr. Attorney GeneraL I am now going to prove a letter 
which was likcwifc found in the pofle/Iion of Mr. Saint, ^ated 
the 28th of January, 1794, written hy Thomas Hardy.— This 
Jctter was forgotten to be read on the laft trial. 

Mr^ JFalJb, I found this letter at Mr. Saint's at Norwich, 

(It was rgad.) * 

FELLOW CITIZENS, « London^ Jan. 1794. 

*^ On Friday laft wc anfwered your letter, and acknowle<^ed 
" at the forne time the receipt of your declaration and refoluti- 
** ons, which we highly approve, and many of which we have 
diffemiiutedi we fend you alfo fome addrefles refolved upoa 
at our general meeting, and which we hope you wilj alfo apr 
prove, ^nd anfwer without delay; the times are full of danger; 
wc muft be firm, acSlive, and unanimous, or all li loft— -09 
^' timidity, no dibtory weakneCs, or we are undone^ 

YourSf for the Society, 

^ THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 

" P. S. I have juft heard a report that there are Meffengers 
^ fent down to Edinburgh to bring Margarot and Sklrving up tp 
^ London : excufe haf^e. When you write again, pleafe to (end 

to me, under cover^ to the fame perfon." 

Addrcsffed, « TViUiam Lawsy Saint Marfs^ NorwUhr 



Mr^ Attortuy GeneraL It is in or4er now diat I {hou]4 offer 
to your Lordftiip a witnefs to prove the hand-writing of the 
leuer of Mr. Thelwall, who was an, afibciated member of the 
Conftitutional Society^ jneotion it.]K)w.]nei:rl]r that I in^y 

T 3.. have 
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I^M tIfirtuwAji «r praviag Itae hi iiii w i h i m ii Thm it 
anodier letter of the fime perfiMi» whidiy Ibr. finoK m|bB» I 
b% pur Lordflup'i indnlfPUpe to efbc fto-monow moniiiig. 

f fiUoxmng tmtvj w&s rtad fnrn tin Mks tf the Snittj fir 
OmJKtuti§Ml infim^nwi.) 
« At a meeting of d^e Society tea OmfKtinioQallafbriiiaiiefl^ 

* held at die Crown and Andior Tarem, Strand, on Fiiday, 
^ tiie Tlh ef Febniary, 1794. 

« Dn Kentifli in the chair. 
« Mr. L H. Tooke, Mr, Bonney, Mn Bryant, Mr. Arthur 
^ Bl2k^ Mr. WUls, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Weldon, Mr. G. 
« Williams, Mr. Green, Mr. J. Pcarfon, Mr. JiAn Marrnn 
« Mr. Thonpfon, M. P. Mr. Wardk, Mr. I. WiUiams, 
^ Rev, Mr, Harris, Mr. Parkinfon. 
^ It was moved that a circular letter be fent tq ead\ member 

* ef this Society inath a ftatement of the oafe Mr. Sindair^ 
^ Delegate of this Society to die Ccnventiop «t Edinburj^ 
^ an4 rec^ue^ing their aiUftance to die fund already fiibicribed 
^ for him, PaQed unanimoufly." 

Mrn Attorney Gemrah Your Lordflup obferves diat the entry 
as it is now read is — ^ It was moved that a circular letter be 
H fent to e^ member with a ftatement of Sinclair's cafe:** I 
{hall now call Mr, Maclean, to prove the original aiioiitps by 
which \t appe^s that that motion yw made by Mr« Toojce; imi 
ihe^ I fl]^ give in evidence a kt^ of Mn Too^Le's wrtfiif • 

^ [to Mr. AAcken.], Did you find diis paper any where i 

J. I found it at Mr. Adams's. 

Afir. Tooke^ The feA is certainly h^l mered ii, and wrote 
the letter. 

Mr. Attorney GeneroL, (to Mr. William Woodfall) Look at 
Ike r%nature la this kttef, ai die waiting at die back of ii^ and 
two or ibree ioteilkicaiions io the middle of it. 

A The iaseiKneations, die ignaturf, and the iiMferibmont, 
V«) I botieve^ of M>i Tooke^ haod^wriling^ 

4 Mr. 
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Mr. AtUrntj GnuraL This paper, foood at Mn Adamses, 
is a rough drm^ of die refolurions copied into the book, but 
with tfaele variations^iHn die rou^ draft it is ^ Mr« Todke 
^ moved,'' ift die book i( is It watt wed." 

(Tht rough irafi %OMt naJ.) 

Mr. Jkt$mif Gemral Then I defife diat die mtades 6f die 
aueuag, an die ydi of Febniaryi 1791, at vAndU Mt. Home 
Tooke was preient» may be read, wid^ re^cA to dM Addfefles 
of the Londba Corre^^ondiiig, Sofjety lo Scodand, awk ikak i 
with scfyeSt to Sinclair* 

(7J/ folUwtng entry was rtad frm the hnis the Seciety for 
Con/Ktutional InfirmatUn,) 

<• Febmarj jibj 179^ 
* Ordered, That the refeladons rebdre to die Addrefs of ^ 
die London Correl^ding; Sodet7, paflcd at the itteetiiig on 

* die i!4di of Jamiary bft| be (ent to die Edinburgh Ga£^r, 

* for infefdont** 

^ Orilered, That a copy of tho fidtf reTohidons of the 24th 

* of January be lent to die Sepxtary of dke London Corref- 

* pondfl^ Soeiety.** 

Mr. 1. VrWbuns read a letter from Mn Sinclair at E&i« 
^ bii^gh, dated fft Februarys 

^ Kefolved, That the Secretary da now* read the ftatement 

of dto AHcriptita for Mr, Sinclair,** 

« h was then move^ dnt a drcttlar ktter be fent »> each 

* member of this Society with a ftatement of the cafe of Mir, 

* Sifldair, I}dqgatc of dife Society to Ae Convention at Edln- 
» burgh, ami recfKfting their allMlancc to die fund ah-cady 
^ iubferibe^ % Mm, PiOled unaiump«lly,'* 



Mr, Juornej QeneraL Now (ead diat letter to wliich there is; 
Mr. Tooke's hand-writing-^^^ Signed, by ord^ of the Society^ 
« John Horn« Tookc/' 

T^ (fi 



( > 

« I am direaed by Ae SoAityioi OoMU^^ 

to write to all the memben oC ibe Socy^ reqnd&fi'Arir 

contribution towards die fuppoct Mr. Sindiir. 

When the Delegates from «te diflfefrtf *i6 y iiWt«^ fe> 
^ defies m Scotland^ btely m^l air EUUfti«]B^ 1^ 
« of-cdnfiilting togedier, and-'^tidnMnil% dT lOliMliH ^MldL. 
« might be proper to be puifiied^^JltUi» to «bliif 
^ prefentation of the people of Great-BriMl^ U fllfiliiiili 
^ Mr. SificUir attended, as Delegate^ from 89916^ l^r Cm^ 
^ ftitiitional Information, and be^vf^ ujm ^lat fKrmnj widi' 
a moderation and temper, v^tcti liaxre Hot only bea bi|^ 
^ apprpved, but have much endeared him tothb Sodcty.-^ 
^ Fcr^copdua, which wt hi^ Mffm^jk^Mf^ 
^ was indicted in Scotland, and i«tiinie4.«» l^ndMMP^NH 
fince that time Mr. Skirvii^ and Mr« MiV^'AlMM 
fentenced in Scotland (for the fiune conduA at ify^ ftnfr^t 
«• to feurteen years tranfportation; wiA d|e ^ 
^ mcf, Muir, ^Skirving, and A4afgarot befiirrhia eya^ Ifr. 
^ cUir has returned to Scotland, in difcharge III* ki^-m m 
^ private man, tows^rds his bail,, apd in difijbaigc of his ilUj'm 
^ wards an opprefled and infulted public | be ihii| vHimH^ Ml 
^ to take a feir trial, but, ss he. is well perfitadedd Uk a Ibtdel 
conviAion and fentenoe. Ipbsfe lentieiiQes ..of fpnip^p^ffstirw 
are nofulties both to E^giai^ s^l4 to Scoduidi fad «9!D|9i^ in 
^ -cruelty and impudence, any thii^ praAiied in t||$ n^mtm^ 
^( abhorred reigns of the Stuarts y snd the(e fepteiiqet tobe 
carried into execution under the admiiuftradqn of Mr* Fkt} 
^ and by him who formeriy (thoiigfa hygocritipdlj qid Inadicr* 
^ oufly) profeiTed himielf a ftrenuous advocate for Parfiamenbiy 
^ Reform, and himfelf met the ■ Dtlcgates throughout Engkfll^ 
^ aflembled in Convention, at the .Thatched Houfe . TmUIi 
« for the (kme purpofe as that for lyhich di^ h(e Qpiifti^ 
^ mict in Scotland, . : *- 

» SteiiM 
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« Should it one day be the fate of this Mr. Pitt to be tried by 
^ the people of this infulted and opprcffed Country, for his treachery 
to the caufe of Parliamentary Reform, we truft they will ne\'cr 
confent to fend him to Botany Bay i in the mean time we ear- 
neftly folicit your afliftance to alleviate the fufferings of Mr. 
Sinclair's fituation, and to afford him every comfort in our 
^ .pDwer> under this his honourable and meritorious martyrdom^ 
^ in which, and in worfc (if there be worfe}, we declare oyr- 
^ felve$ ready to follow bim in purfuit of the (ame objedl, yi- 
^ delicet, a fair reprefentadoti of the people in Parliament. By 
** order of the Society , 

« JOHN HORNE TOOKE.': 



Mr. Solicitor General. Now refer to the meeting of ' die tt^ 
ciety on the T4th of February, when this letter was produced, 
figned by the Chairman, and ordered to be printed, and enteted 
in the books. 

(The following entries were read from the booh of tbg Socleff 
for Conftitutional Information.) 

« At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information^ 
« hdd at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, the 
« 14A of February, 1794, 

« PRESENT, 
« Mr. 1. H. Tooke, in the chair. 
« Mr. Hull, Mr. W. Sharpe, Mr. Bonney, Rev. Mr. Joyces 
Mr. Thompfon, Mr. I. Williams, Mr. Beck, Mr. G. 
^ Williams, Mr, Afliton, Mn Stark, Mr. Wardle^ Mr. 
^ Bryant, Mr. Banks, Mr. Parkinibn. ^ 

•* The Secretary produced a copy of a letter to be fent to die 
• members of die Society, in conformity with die order of the 
^ laft meeting, two amendments were propofed and agreed to.** 
^ Reiblved, That die letter, now produced and amended, be 
figned by the Chairman, and tbat die iame be printed and 
^ fent ID the members of this Society/' 
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Mf. Walfl). I kmA this paper at Mr. Saint's at Norwidt 
{It was nad.) 

^ B£nburgbj Kovmiit^^ 1793. 

^ CIliTI,BMBll, 

^ I jefterday received your letter of the x6(h eurrefit> ia 
^ anfwer to mine of thq yth, requefting your Society lo And a 
^ Delegate to the General Convention } I am ferry you oannot 
^ conveniently do fO| as an addition to oar number would be 
* very fervic«able. I muft, at ibe hmt t\mt^ return you my 
^ thanks for the confidence you have repofcd in me} I dieor* 
^ fully accept tho office of Ddegate for the united Societies in 
^ Norwich, to whon^ as we have long been in correipondencc^ 
^ I cannot think myfdf entirely unknown } be allured tfien, my 
^ worthy fellow-dtizens, diat I wilt endeavour, to die utmoft 
^ of my poor abilkiee, to prove myfelf werdiy of Ae great 
^ truft rcpofed in me. 

^ You talk of bearing your fliare of the e3q>ences— to this I 
« reply, that it is one of our firft principles, and that, therefore, 
^ I am bound to accept it; but, while I do fo, I am equally 
^ bowid to inform my conftituents in what manner the fuppKes 
V I may receive fipom them are to be employed for dieir advan-^ 
^ «igtt Yoit vriU then learn diat the London Corre^ionding 
^ Society allows both its Ddegates a certsun weekly fum, be- 
^ fldw dieir expences to tnd from London : but as that atlow-i 
^ aneo is regulated not fo much by their good wiflies as by die 

ibuity ftate of dieir finances, we find ourfelves oMiged not 
^ only to bear certain part of the expences, but aUb feel our- 
^ ftlvetf" very much cramped in our proceedings, and cannot, 
« without great pecuniary inconvenience, vifit the diflerent 

pVCB •f Scotland, which it is abfolutely noctBarj fliould be 

tnftruQed and encouraged before we return to Fngfamd. 
^ M)^ eoReague, Jofeph Gerald, means, therefore^ as ibon as 
^ fbe fitting of the Convention is over, to return to London, 
t» in ordirr that the Society, having only one to provide for, nuy 
^ be the better enabled to encourage the fuithfranee of fo kn- 

" portant 



( »«♦ > 

^ porrcant a.mi/fion, and that I may tben fytni a moriBi or fix 
^ v/eeks in vifiting the numerous friends to reform in various 
^ parts. III bringing them to adopt an uniform fyftem of rc^ 
^ gulations. If, dierefore, the plan (which I believe abfolutely 
^ necciTary) meets your approbation, whatever fupplie* you 

may tlui^ pmper to tranfmic to me {hall be .employed therein; 
^ and, as we. have already met with fignal fucceOi fiiice our ar*^ 

rival, I make no doubt but if I am enabled, to. continue in 
^ Scotland a few weeks longer it will much advance the csufr. 
^ I will now proceed to give you an account of what has hap« 
" pened here. 

You know that at our arrival here we found that the 
^ Convention had, after fitting four dsLySj adjoumedi Mad the 
*^ Dx^legatts were all gone back to their refpeiSive habifiationSi 
without proceeding any farther in the bufinefs of Refomii 
^ than fimply agreeing that nothing ibort of Univerial Suffnge 
« and Annual Parliaments would fatisfy them, and. on that 
^ ground propeiing not to fend any petition to the King or to 
the Parliament, Icail by fo doing the enemies of Refbnn might 
be tempted to counteraA their wifh, and exert themfeves ta 
^* prevent a peace ; but at the fame time it was recommended 
^ by the Convention^ that all friends to Reform fliould figp any 
^ petition for ptsice, which might originate in another quarter. 

Wc foon prevailed on the Edinburgh Committee to recal the 
^ adjourned Conventiitn ; the country Societies, informed that 
England meant to t;J:c a fcrious part in the great caufe,.(eiil 
back all their former Delegates, and (evcral of them who had 
not fent Delegates lo the prior Convention, have fent fomc to 
^ this one. On Ti'.culay, the 19th inftant, the Convention 
opened. Tlie numbv^r c^f Delegates amounted to 180 ; fome 
of them came even from fo far as Cromartie j the reception 
" we experienced was highly flattering ; we mutually gave and 
^ received encouragement and animauon. I fhall not at prc- 
" fint attempt to j.ive you a minute detail of what has finer 
" pailed, becaufe t!ie minutes are to be printed, znd then I will 
" not fail lending you a fiw copies of them, and will, I hope, 

" be 
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^ hfs able. at return to come to Norwich,' and give- yoa iff 
^ accurate verbal account of every traniadion ; mean dmc, if 
" you have any inftru^lions to give me, iend them without dc- 

lay, otherwifc I fhall zQ. for you conformably to thofe laid 
^ down by the. London Correfponding Society, a copy of which 

you doubtlefs have received from them. The Convention 
" have begun by eftablifhing a fet of rules for the organization 
** of the prcfent and even future Conventions : next we eftab- 

li(hed a Committee of Union between the two nations, a 

Committde of Finalnce, and a Committee to take mta con- 
^ fideration the proteding ok* eftabliihing a patriotic ncwfpaper. 
" And on Saturday lad we paiTed a provifory decree of uniont 
^ the whole Convention, ftandiiig hand in .hand, folemnljr 

pledged themfclves to each other to renounce all national dlf- 

tinftions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until the 
" great end is obtained; and at the bme time we affumed the 

title of The Britijh Convention of Delegates of the P^ople^ 
^ ajfociated to obtain Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parlia- 
** nunts. 

* In my next I will give you another addrefs for thofe letters 
which you may write me, until you make ufc of the fame 
*^ which I fent you before ; be fo good alfo as to fend me two or 
" three unfufpefted directions for my letters, becaufe I much 
fear that at times curiofity engages the people employed ia 
the poft office to open our correfpondence. Mr. Muir aftJ* 
•* the Rev. Mr. Palmer have both been put on board the Royal 
** George cutter, and have been fent ofF to London. The 
news firom the continent you are better informed of than I 
can be, therefore I fhall not talk of that. Lot me hear from 
you as foon as you can, and alTure the Society, from me, 
^ that nothing (hall be wanting on my part to bring about a 
" fpeedy and a thorough Reform of Parliament: but I muft 
<^ not hide from you that our greateft hopes are on the country 
where I now aofi, for not only a majority of the people are oii 
" our fide, but they are moft of them ib well-infcrmed that 
^ they only require the Englifh Delegates to encourage them in 
the name of their fc^Qiy^ Societies, an4 they will proceed 

" regularly 
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« rtgiilarljr and fimiljr; fb dnt mjr tepei tit ft i gn i nr Ant s 
^ rdbrm will foon become thegeood feopk. 
I am moft ftnaextify 
^ Friends and feUow-dtitefis, 

^ Your faithfiil Ddqale and fi^low-UxNiitr, 
^ MAURICE MARGAROT.'* 



Air. jhtorntf Gtmral. I propofe IP icid mkt m kttvtf Atf 
74 of December, 1793, from Mr* Gerald and Mr; Miiprtt, 
ivbo were Delegates from the London Cofrcfpon di ng Sodllfi 
and alfo members of tbe Conftitutkmal Sodetj. 
. J^. (t0 Mr. GurnelL) Look at that paper— nlid you fioi date 
in any place i 

A. I found It in die pofleffion of Mr. Hardy. 

(It uHis reiuL) 
[Kide Harifi TrUl^ otA I, page ayi-J 



Mr, Attormy General I propofe now to read a letter of Ao 
toth of March, 1794, from Marfarot to the Normdi Soofltf^ 

Mr. JVafft). I found this paper at Mr. SaiiU's boufe at 
Norwich. 

(Itiueu read.) 

^ Spitbiod^ tbe lOtb ef Mmrch^ 1794. 
Worthy Friends, and Fdbw Qtisens, 

* Oar (by here being longer dian waa at firft expeAedf I 
^ mil myMf of that delay to acfaKiwkdge the receipt oif twenty 

pounds from your Society, which hare been delivered feo ae 
^ by Thomas Hardy, our Secretary, to whom you had remitstd 
^ theaa, and who has been d6wn here purpofely to fee me^ and 

make fime anrangcmems for the fiiture, but whofe bufincfi 
^ has ciBed hkn back to London before any thti^ cooU be 

fetikdbctwccitus. At firft he feened 10 think that Che 

•* was 
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* wtlMiflftfcjf yoll to be divided aimi^ diefeur^oaie tfbw 
^ fuffering together; but, on my acquaintiiig him titar-thofe 
^ gentlemen were infinitely better off than myfelf in that refped, 

infomuch diat diey are continually receiving private .prefent$| 
^ and are moreover itipported by many Noblemen and ridi Mem- 
^ bcrs of Parliament, tbefe latter feeking only (I ihuch fear) to 

* make a party affair if it, that he gave the money to my own 
^ difpoTal. If, however^ you meant tMherwife, your intention 

* (hall be complied with immediately on its being made known 
^.'to mer^o much for pccmiiary afiain^tTkV wmmimg* 

^ Jhifsofwur imPt Ufi Spkbimt frr tit Chgrnui, and it is hert 
^ reported that the Br eft fieet is out: Rumour y always magnify" 
^ ing things^ fays there are JO fail of French at fea^ if fo^ there 
muft he a number of tranfporU among them^ and a defcent ma;^ 
probably be the confequence. For God's fake^ my worthy fritndsy 
•* do not relax in the Caufe of Freedont^ConUnue as you have 

* iegun — Confolidate your own Societies — UniU with others'-^ 
Perfevere^ and make no doubt lutj fooner or latter^ your en^- 

^ deavours will be crowned with fuccefs. I have aUb to thank 
you for the afFe^lionate addreis I received from you. Be 
^ afiured that my utmoft ambition will ever be to delerve your 
« confidence and your eftcem* The tide of fortune, however 
^ ftrongly it may run againft our caufe at prefent, muft foon 
^ have a turn : The eyes of mankind will naturally open— when 
^ their pockets empty, and their blood fpills, they will afk each 
^ other for whom are we thus iacrificing ourfelves, and murder** 
^ ing others ? What advantage refults to us from all diis ex- 
^ penditure and Daughter i And by interfering in the govern- 
^ ment of another country, do we not fet other nadons an ex- 
^ ample to interfere with our own government, and to model 
^ it as they think proper ? Should they do fo, Popery and dcf- 
^ potifin muft be our lot— may gracious Providence avqrt it 
may we rather all to a man be determined to live free or 
** die ! In my exile nothing would affli£l me fo much as to hear 
^ that my country was enllaved, and that my countrymen hug- 
^ gcd dieir chains. I truft, however, the national fpirit of 

Britons 




« Britons mD prevent iu Aj^, <y ^ago f i i fi fcfca iJ i Pi* 
*^t.S. This day a mock debate euoQea^^^^^fit^^ it tft 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY. 
Weinefday^ Nwimbtr the iqtb. 

PRESENT, 

Lord Chief Jnfticc EYRE; 
Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD) 
Mr. Baron HOTHAMj 
Mr. Juftice GROSE > 
Mr. Juftice LAWRENCE; 
And others, his Majcfty's Juftices, Sec. 

John fhrne Tooie fet U the bar. 

dr. Attorney General. I am now gCHiig to prove a letter of 
26th of May, 1792, from Aihton, of Sheffield, to the Con- 
itional Society, which rehtes to die oorrefpoddence of the 
rn^of the People, 

l/r. Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in tfie pofleffion of 
. Adams. 

(It m$s reael.) 

[Fide Hardfs Trial, vol 4, page 87.] 



\. {to Mr. fTdliam JVoodfall.) Look at die interlineation- of 
word « fromr 

I That is an interlineackm in Mr. Tboke's hand'^writing. 

l/r. Tooke. Yes, I wrote the word ^ from.** 

ir Solicitor General, We are now going to give, in evidence, 

tter which was omitted hft night, from die London Corre- 

iding Society to the Conftitutional Society at Sheffield, in 

ch they ftate, diey do not exped that any peddons will pro^ 

s a reform ; but ftill they mfh peddons to be made. 

tfr. Edward Lauzun. I found this paper in Mr. Hard/s 

k. 

rei. L U i^t 



(It was read.) 
[FiJe Hardy's Trialy vol. I. page 242.] 



Mr. Edivard Lawziin. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's 
houfe. 

{A letter from Margarot and Hardy^ to Kilmnjlerj Secretary 
t-i the Birmingham Society for Conflitutiomcfl InformatUity 
June lO/i, I793> read.) 

[Fiile' Hardy's Trialj vol. I. pogt^l-'l 



Mr, Solicitor General {to Mr. tVUltam Scott.) Did you find 
Uiis paper aiiy where ? 

A. 1 found it amongft Mr. Skirving*s papers. 

{J Utter from Thomas Hardy ^ to IVilliam Siirving^ EdMargh^ 

dated London^ October bthy I793> read,) '\ 

[fide Hardy's Trialj vol. i. page 261.] 



Air. Jtiorney Genera!. I am going to produce (he commif- 
fions of Margarot and Gerald (who, your Lordfhip will reed- \ 
lecl, were members of both Societies) as Delegates to the Con- 
vention in Scotland. ^ 

{They were recti.) \ 
[J'ide Hardy's Trialy vol. I. page 267. J 



Air. Solicitcr General, We will now read the entry in the 
books of the Conftitutional Society, of the 8th of November^ 
1793, in viliich it is dared, th.it letters were read from die Sor 
cieties at Sheffield, Leeds, and Birmingham, in anfwer to their 

Secretary'^ 



J 
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Secretary's letter of the 28th of Odlober, which letter, jout 
Lordfhip recoiled was relative to fending deputies to the Con* 
vcntion. 

(TTjf follnving entry was read from the book of the Society for 
ConJUtutional Information.) 

At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 
" held at tlie Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 8th 
" November, 1793. 

« PRESENT, 

^ Mr. L Williams, in the chair. 

" Mr. I. H. Tookc, Count Zenobio, Mrl William Sharpe, 
Mr. Bonney, Mr. Wills, Mr. Martin, Dr. Kentifli, Mr.. 
" Wardlc, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. Chatfield, Mr. Holcroft. 

" Read letters from the Conftitutional Societies at ShefEdd, 
« Leeds, and Birmingham, in anfwer to the Secretary's letter 
■» of the 28th ultimo." 



Mr. Attorney General. I fhall now produce letters in anfwer • 
to the Conftitutional Society, relative to fending Delegates to 
Ac Scotch Convention. 

Mr. nomas Maclean. I found this paper in the pofleffion of 
Mr. Adams. 

( It was read.) 
" Sheffield Committee Room of the Conftitutional 
" Society, November ift, I793« 

« SIR, 

" Your letter, and the refolution of the Society for Conftitu- 
" tional Information in London, are this moment delivered tome 
" by Mr. Aftiton, in anfwer to which I fit down inftantly to in- 
«* form you that this Society has already tranfmlttcd its fentiments 
« to the Secretary of the Convention in Edinburgh, Mr. Skir- 
> ving, and declined fending a delegation for reafons which 1 will 
* tranfcribe in the words of our letter.— That it would have 
*• given this Society the moft heartfelt Dtisfaftioa to have had a 

U 2 •* delegation 
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^ Icaiwol dofe (hit letter without remtrking, that the 8o« 
^ cieties we ire in corre(pcNidenCe mtbj have been irmartuiUy 
^ remift in their oohununications for feveral months pafi ; to manf 
^ we have aiUreiled ihore than one or two letter^ without re- 
^ Gciving flojr aofwers. This Society has been ver)r a£Hve^ and 
^ parUGulariy in publiihing, by which fevetal indiviibtah \mt 
^ fuilered a>n(idarablyi as die burthen has fallen chiefly on dumi. 

We have many thouiand members, but a vaft majority of dienl 
^ being working men, the war^ which has deprived many of 
^ them of all mployment, and almoft ev^ry one of half his 
^ .earnings^ we have been crippled more dian any other in the 
^ kingdcxn* We have the iatisfaSion to know that we have 
^ thtu great good, but I fear we muft content ourfelves with 
^ g$0d inumions and wiihes in future^ as our funds are not eniy 
^ exhaufted, but the Society is confiderably in debt, and diat 
" debt^muft fell on a few who have ftood forward on every oc- 
^ cafion with their zeal, their a£Kve eflfbrts, and their credit. 

It appears to me, that if the Societies do not become more 
^ aftive, and more united in their eiTorts In the time to come> 
^ what diey have done hitherto will be rendered ulelefsy and ar- 
^ bitrary power will trample on all that is dear and valuable to 
^ freemea The meafures lately adopted in the fifter kingdom9 

* meafures as oppoHte to, and incompatible with a free coniH*- 
^ tution as fire and watery and fmce followed up by the moft 
^ flavifli and horrid do£trine^ in the courts in Scotland, have 

* hidierto been viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great 
^ bodies in the kingdom, which we little folks in the country 
^ look up to for examples, fiyling themfelves patriotic, fuch as 
^ The Society for Cotlftitutiotial Infefihatian, in London." 
^ The Friendt of the People, ditto." « The Friends to the 

Liberty of the Frefs," that we begin almoft to thinV here, 
« it is time to nip thofe buds of freedom which were beginning 
4^ to bloflbm wift fo much luxuriance, left they fbould be expofed 

to the danger of Mng blighted by thofe torpid firofts which 
^ appear to have chilled every animating influence in dioie great 
f( terriers which we looked to for defence and pn)tc<^ioii, 

U 3 ^ I aflTuro 
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^ I aiTure you, my good Sir, nothing is' further from my in- 
^ tendoa than to give the fmalleft offisncc — am a flaiinch De- 
^ mocrat, and fpeak my mind freely ; and I hope you will con- 
<^ fider what I have hinted at the Tupinenefs which appears at pcc- 
^ fent to poiTefs too great a fway, as merely the cSe& of chat 
^ warmth and zeal for (he great caufe we are both ftremious to 
^ fupport and forward, the caufe of Freedom and Parliamentary 

Reform, 

I am, with the grcatcft refped, Sir, 

^ your moft obedient fervant, 
« MATTHEW CAMPBELL BROWN. 
^ Secretary, pr$ temp§r^ to the 

Conftitutlonal Society Sheffield." 

AddrefTed Mr. D. Adams^ Attorney at ItOWy T—k^SKivart^ 
" Chancery-hne^ London.^* 



Mr. Solicitor General Now I will fhew from the proceedipgs 
of the Britilb Convention, that notwithftanding this letter, the 
Sheffield Society did fend a Delegate. 

( ExtraSl from the Proceedings •f tbt Britijb Conventidn^ read.) 

" Additional Delegations. 
Crown and Anchor^ London^ 
" Charles Sinclair, Henry Yorlcc," 

" London Carre/ponding Society^ 
Jofcph Gerald, Maurice Margarot.'* 



" Sheffield Conjlltutional Society^ 
^ Matthew Campbell Brown," 
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Mr. Solicitor General. Now I will fhcw from their proceed- 
ings that Matthew Campbell Brown, was an aftivc member of 
the Bridih Convention. 

(Extras from the Proceedings of the Brltijh Cenvention^ read.) 

^ Citizen Brown, of Sheffield, produced a commiffion from 
the Leeds Conftitutional Society, appointing him their Dele- 
" gate, which was received and approved of by the Convention." 

^ Edinburgh, November 26th, 1793. 
" Seventh Day's Sitting. 
-'^ Citizen Matthew Campbell Brown, in the Chair." 



Mr. Solicitor General. Now we will read the letter from 
Leeds, that was mentioned in the fame entry in the Conftitu- 
tional Society's books. 

Mr. Thomas Maclean. I found this paper in the poflcffion of 
Mr* Adams. 

{It %vas read,) 

SIR, 

Your's of the 29th I received, and laid it before the Com- 
^ mittee of the Leeds Society on Monday the 4th of this inftant. 

" It is with great iatisfaftion wc read our letter, and approve 
^ your having ele&ed your Delegates to ferve upon fuch a laud-» 
^ able undertaking; but if you meant for the Leeds Society to 
^ adopt the fame meafures, (hall be glad if you will anfwcr this 
« immediate i as we are not acquainted with the time of their 
^ fitting we fear our Delegates would be too bte. 

I am. Sir, with great refped, 

^ Your humble fervant, 
« ^arry^HilL, « CHARLES HUNDLEY, 

. 5/A Nov. 1793. Secretary of the Conftitutional Society." 
Addreffed, « D. Adams^ Efq. No. 4, Tooie's -courts Cbancery-lane^ 
• London.^* 

U 4 Mr . 
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^ cert of permnent unioa a bet conmxunicatioii and com^ 
^ parifoD of fentiments and intentions; mature deliberation and 
^ mutual leliance^diefe are the fruits of the wife and fpi- 
** ritcd mcafures adopted by the friends of liberty in Scot- 
land, and feconded by the Societies of London and of Ire- 
« land, 

^ Britons, and Fellow-Citizens ! let us roufe you to imme* 
« diate co-op^ation with thefe efforts for the general good; — 

let us awake you to a fenfe of the importance of the prefcnt 
** moment, and perfuade you, perfuade all the Patriotic Socie- 
** ties in England to ftrengthen by their immediate junction widi 
• this grand federation ;— that as tfiofe who are hoftilc to our 
^ firccdom arc already united bycompafts, interefts, and Cvia- 
^ litions, the friends alfo of that glorious principle may be 
^ bound together by a link ftill more firm, more intimate, 
^ and more durable, to refiil every oppreffion and ufurpa- 
^ tion that may be attempted, and vindicate the < Rights of 
« Man/ 

" The Society at Norwich has already, in fome degree, imi- 
^ tated our example: For though time and convenience did 

not permit them to elc£l a feparate Delegate, they have fcnt 

a written authority to Citizen Margarot to for them in 
^ that capacity, together with inftrudions to enable him to 
^ ftate their fentiments to the Convention, and diredlions for 
^ him to corr jfpond with them, and render their fraternity more 

complete. 

^ Citizens! Permit us to unite our voices with thofe of 
^ our brethren in the North, to requeft you, by fo Jie fuch me« 
^ thod (if you cannot render it convenient immediately to 
^ fend a Delegate of ywr own) to affift the clofcr union^ 
^ and more immediate communication of the refpe£iive So^ 
" cicties. — Pcrfuaded as we are that die friends of liberty, 
^ if encouraged by the convi<^ion of general union to ftcp 
^ forward, aiul avow their fentiments, are already £> nu- 

merous and rcfpc&ible as to eofure a fpeedy texmtnation 
H of the calamities of an unjufli&id>le vrar, and a refiora- 
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« ti'on 6f every right to «fald|: Btiiani «jjtf7«MiMB l» 

«(f entitW: - • • ■ ' • ■ ' • - 

» Wc 8F6j in the fim ttflunAte of" jUik/',VBtnifm 
« cerity in the catife .of fibertf, Toiir dfcflkinct 
Fcllow-CitiMns. ... 

« THOMAS HARDYt SeGrtCiiy.* 
« P.S.'t received your letter, and I feitt 'ft to E£dbngh 
•^'accxirding to your diredtioo." 



Jttirney General. I am now going to cis|^iiram i» book 
of the Conftitucional Society an entry of die 6di of pWuAprt 
1793 ; that in the prefcnce of Mr. Tooke^ as fiur as that t/St tH 
made to appear by the book, a letter was read from SJndairy 
one of their Delegates, to die Cmiftitudonal SoafStf i^lxipiiot^ 
dcfiring that a Secret aiid SeloQ CpiDmitteci .QU^;^Vf j|p- 
pjinted to corrcfpond with htm; and that; a Secret aod^^^cft 
Committee wa;i accordingly appointed* ^1,1/ • 

(The fcUowing entry was read from the book of the Suietj fir 

Con/litutknal Information.) 

^ At a Meeting of the Society for Conftitutjonal Infor^o- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Sfepn^t.o^ 
^ Friday the 6th of December, 1793, . , i • . • 

« PRESENT, ' 
KTr. Bonncy in the Chair. 
« Mr- L H. Tookc, Mr. W. Sharpe, Count ZcfiaK<s- Mr- E 
. " Williams, Mr. Balmanno, Mr. Symonds^' Mn Martin, Mf. 
. « Wardlc, Mr. Chatficld, Mr. Harrifon, Mr. B. Cooper, Mr: 
Hokroft, Mr. Satchell, Mr. Hardy. 
Read a letter from Mr. Charles Sinclair, Delegate frqm 
^ diis Society at Edinburgh, dated the 7th cS' November, widi 
* the Secretary's anfwer to dtat letter ; and alfo- anodier letter 
^ from Mr. Sinclair, dated the latfi of November.*' 

Refolved, That a general meeting of this Society be caBef 
^ for the fecond Friday in January next^ for the purpofe of coti*" 
Z « ftdering 
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* fidering the important letters received from the Delegate, Mr. 
" Sinclair." * 

" Hefolved, That a Committee be appointed to correfpond 
^ with our Delegate, Mr. Sinclair." 

« Refolded, That Mr. Balmanno, Mr. John Williams, Mr. 
^ Martin, Mr. Bonncy, and Mr. Wardle, compofe the Com* 

mittee." 



Mr. Attorney General, I am going to read thdfe letters from 
Sinclair that are referred to in this refolution. 

Mr^ Thomas Maclean, I found thefe three papers in the pof> 
feffion of Mr. Adams. 

(Tiny were read.) 

SIR, « Edinburgh^ 'jth November^ 1793- 

" In obedience to my inllru<ftion, I haiten to inform yoa 
^ of the ftate of affairs here, as fully as the time will permit. 

When I came, I found that the Convention bad mef^ 
^ and are again re-called by their exifting Committee for the 
^ 19th of this month, in confequence of the arrival of the De- 
^ puties of the Correfponding Society, and the intimations 
* from various parts of England, that the fliortnefs of the 
notice, was the chief obftade to their fending Delegates; 
« and fiich indeed is the extreme joy Ihewn by the friends of 
•* liberty here on our appearance among them; fuch is their 
^ cordiality and franknefs in their communications with us, and 
^ above all, fo anxious are they for a union of fentiment, ajxl 
^ of exertion in the common caufe with the people of England, 
^ that it will be highly difgraceful and culpable, if a fpirit 
^ fraught with fuch evident advantage to the fuffering millions 
^ of bodi countries be permitted to languiih without encourage* 
meat I therefore entreat you to take the earlieft opportu* 
^ nity of laying diis information before the Society, in order 
^ that they may exercife their difcretion upon the fteps ne* 
^ ^ ceflary to be taken for ftrengthening our numbers, and ren* 
^ dering oiir meafures as efiedual as poffible. The temper of 

the 
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^ Ac people liere gives me tfe gMMb tmfUk ft^'Ifl^AC 

they are ready, at leaft^ to icquk Aenftlm cf Arik'dMjf);^ 
*^ and as I a£k in perfeA vnifiiniiridi telipMfaMiMNfihe 
^ Correfponduig Society, I flattar iqMf AatifcKBoiMMii 
^ tended very much to recovvr ttM Vudl'Afe iNil|ltffeM)rde» 
<^ preffion^ occafioncd by their rioM^g^ DA^giMr IM 

England. Ever fince my acrival we lanre fCpMjf IIMU 
^ all their meetings, which arg numeiowt and ditfy* b de* 
^ lights me beyond meafure to fee nmnbert arandd me nho 
^ appear to iacrifice all other «bje6a tp At fpnt CUft^^ a 

which they are engaged. To tto fitpofcU «UM^^ 
^ extreme feverity of die feoMDe of Mft JMr M^^^ 
« Palmer, may appear to contradtd wliat I of 
^ tion of the people, but I am hapffj in bong lAl^^'il ilbie 

you of its truth. Tlie fears of die Bwm^fjtk-miiljilif^ 
^ much greater here than in Ef^jbuMl, and tiie vengMto^i^bt 
^ die juftice) of the magtftraty tmid jK K idl i pUfkBtfiriM^ 
« apprehenfions.' The fate of Mffl«r at4 Mttf^m'^te t 
M deep imprefllon on the public mthd. A itptSh Intf tNl&r* 
» cuiated yefterday that it was' the intentioh-'of GMMMfai 
^ to fend ^e latter on (hipboard tmmediatdf ^ gMt plUl Hut 
^ taken to prefcrve the people tratiqall, as it wflBi ^ftat>gi > l 
^ that it might be an artifice of the COifMMi enetty') itIOMtf 
» to excite dffturbance, and this opinion app^krs fd be AilMk/, 
•* as Mr. Muir was defired to hdd Mmfdf In t««daMAi^ 
« where, or when he knoweth not; indeed l i O t lin g 'ca i ' j U i l B Ul 
^ the folly of the proceedings agtfnft tMs inti^^ tkil 
^ careful that nothing fhall be (MXttA VOf ht Anr dMP^ 
^ poffibly attach die public notice and dfe^Hon in 8 

^ confined with another perfon in a AmO iMrI, (he^ibtf^ 
H which is of ftone, and no more than twer vifiiiorv M pu^ 
^ mitted to be in the room at the fime time; hr flfait^ iXt^ 
^ dictal proceedings here are fiimmary, ^d |A pmifluMMrii^ 
^ fevere in the extreme; if a man 1* fufpeOsd, ke k liMti^ 
^ diately apprehended, and undn^goes a fkiet^ eMRiflMfipl 
^ this was the tafe wiA Mr. HunilfOft RcfWM^ if^mtt ipt 
^ prehendcd on Tuefdav in M^, M0r'^ fft ilMtt'M& 
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<^ hours after t&is arrival, upoii a charge of seditious iktbk^ 
" TioKS, and for which he is held ta hail t$ jland trial \ thi* 

excellent patriot has it in contemplation to make them a pre- 

fent of the bail, as he thinks it may hi acceptable \ he is ac-^ 
" COmpanied by the Hooourabie Simon Butler, and both re- 
« turn to Irdani thi3 day. 

*^ Since even the intentions of meoare here become matters of 
^ legal enquiry, and, in fomc degree, of ptmilhment, and a» 
^ the Crown Lawyers may attribute what intentions they pleafe 
^ tp ihe aocniit^ it is not improbable but the Delegates from 

London, notwidiftanding our utmoft caution, may be ho* 
^ aoured by a viiit from djiofe worthy alguazils. Be not, how- 

ever, apprehenfive about us i for, upon examination, I find 
^ the proceedings here fomething mofe mild than tfaofe of the 
^ IfVluifixiw. We arc prepared acccurdingly. We have takea 
^ our refokidoo to follow the ezamiple of Coknel Lilbouroe, in 
^•re&fing to aofwer any ijueftioas until the people are admitted^ 
^ aad then to maintain that we are bound to anfwer a criminal 

* charge oaly before a Jury of Ac Country, who alone caa 

* determine its guilt or its innocence* 

^ Pray inform me why my friend SJod colleague is not here % 
if a continuance of his dilord^r unhappily prevents him,, it 
^ will be abiblutely oeceilary to fend another by the meeting of 
« die Convention. If you had ient twenty Pekgatea front 
^ Ei^laod (aod if your a^vity and exertions had equalled thofe 
^ of the citizens here, three times the number might have been 
^ (ent with eaie) it& efieds would have been great beyond cal- 
•( cubtioiii I judge from what I fee 3 and, I hope, that no exer- 
^ tftcm ihall be wanting on your part to induce the other Societies 
^ to follow tihe example which you have fet them ^ for myfel^ I 
^ beg you to inform the Society, that no peiibnol coiiiideratioa 
^ Hull ever (bake my zeal in a caujfe, the accompUihaicnt of 
t ^ whicbn °*y ^licilt years, I have ever coniideccd as. a« 
<^ iwdifpenfihlr duty, and which, at pxeicnt, derives a kdk im« 
^ pulifi from, the mileries of tbat.claiauf men from whom I have 
^ 09 right to think myfelf jreiaoyed. In timest jikc tbefe, the 

" poft 



« .. ..- 

( r 

« poftbf danger is the poft of kmwm lie wjg #M Hd> W 

* uifldi ought to be abtifed. > • . |% .1 . . . 

« lam, Sir, . . - , * ^ - 

« CHAILES SINCMB^ ' 
Delegate from the Society far C iM ii iil ia n ai idboMteT 

* D. AJmms^ Bfy; SicrUary fiie &rfaljri »• -'■ r 

^ fir Conjliiutimml Infirnmtum**^ - • r*- 

DEAR SIR, -! 

Upon mature reiledion, I begiemre to r^gtteft dot die So-* 
« dety may be pleafed to appoint Semi anA Sdsift Gd*^ 

mitcee, to receive fuch furdier communiCadon at tSi^Bi w^ftu 
« proper to be referred to them; diey tltll iiecrififlflflie' i fe dki 

wtdi a reTponfible power tt> letom anMdundEalto luif^l^ 
^ letters: the time is now neariy aniired ^RrhEn it flidl liihiinll 
^ (ary for you to do much or nodiing; upon all finllli^ulAiiil^ 
^ what has been ib fatal as diftnift 7 A rniiiiiflilM ^ flililHiiMa 

the talents and integrity of the Sodety, oo^ to" lie ceiififled 
^ in ; here at the advanced guard I am ready to fet the example. 

^ Mr. Skirving called upon us diis morning, and iafe i in e J BS 
^ that he expe<5h a very full Convention ; and dnt^ in ooafe- 
^ quence of our arrival, many new Sodeties ire ibrtaied^'iirir 
^ forming in different parts of the Country. Lord'Dwrit;jiif 

come to town. . 

^ I wifh you to fend me, immediately, a number of your' 
^ publications, as I think tfiey may be diftributed here wMl in-^' 
^ finite advantage. You can fend them by the Royal Gharieitd 
^ from the George and Blue Boar, Holbom, direOcd to me at 
« Robinfon's, Leith Walk. 

^ Although Mr. Muir is in very bad health, Ke is cX p c Qe d 
to be inftantly removed to London ; if fo, let me afliire die 
^ Society diey cannot oblige the Scotch more, than by paying 

* him every attention ; they confider him as a martyr in their 
caufe. A fubfcripdon is q)ened far him here, and, pcrha^ 

« it 
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^ it may be very avilable to forward it in Loifdon, as much' as 
" poffible ; for, by all accounts, his fmall fortune has been quite 
•* impaired in the public fervice. ' 

" The Friends of the People, in Edinburgh, invited the tifvo 
Irifli Gentlemen, nientioned in my Isrft, and Margarot, Gera3d» 
* and myfel^ to a fumptuous dinner, which they had preparcJ 
for us. The health of my conftituents was given with three 
^ times three ; in return for which I took upon me to iiflurc 
them, that they, who have fo long defetv^d well of their 
" country, fhall not now relax their endeavours, — ^in full confi* 
dence that they will keep my promife. 
I am. Dear Sir, 
" Your very humble (ervant, 

CHARLES SINCLAIR^ 
Delegate from the Society for Conftitutional Information.'* 
^ P. S. Pray have the goodnefs to order me the Morning 
** Chronicle from RiJgways, for I have no time to fpend in a 
« cofFee-houfe.'* 

Addrefled « D. Mamsy Secretary to 

** the Society for Conjlitutional Information.^* 



« SIR> 

".I have the. (atisfaftion to inform you, that the Delegates 

from the Societies in London have, at length, arrived at 
^ Edinburgh. Delegates from the other Societies in England, 
^ and who are now upon the road, will foon alio be here to waii 

upon the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, in order to cfta^ 
^ blifli an INDISSOLUBLE FRATERNITY between 
^ the two nations, and to adopt thofe meafures which, at this 

awful period^ may have a tendency to feve the Country. 

** SOLEMNLY pledged, as you are, to a common and. 
^ JUST caufe, no hardfhip and no expence can be thought too 

great for you, while you are confcious that you are difcharging 

your duty. With no propriety can you refufc to attend upon 
" your brethren from England, who, at fo much expence, and 
« from fo great a diftance, have come to unite their affeilioiis 
^ and deliberations with you. 

I feel 
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^ I feel it my ^tT> in coinddsnQe with the fem i maftt i of At 

General Committee licre, again tt> rccal the SOCIETIES 
^ by their Delegates to this place. Erefy nomem b fKeciea% 
and delay is fynonknous to treadierj. 

" I cxped therefore. Sir, to have the honour (Of faring yov 
« on the X9th current, in the GENERAL CONVENTION- 
« OF THE DELEGATES, in compltaKe with the^ paUie 
^ advertifemctit, which I was bound to inlcit in my ofidal ca* 
^ pacity, in the GAZETTEER of yeftenby^ to which I 
^ eittreat your particular attentioo. 

^ If you cannot poflihly attend, it will be proper to call di^ 
« COMMITTEE of your SOCIETY to tppoint one or 
^ two ill your place. No exertion m die put of a firknd 

fhould be wanting at this imp^tant crljis to render this CON- 
^ VENTION fiill more refpeAable; and none who fatve 
^ €aufe at heart, and dtfcern how MUCH IS AT STAKE, 
* will be remiis. 

Let it be our ardent prayer to GOD, that his wifikn tmf 
*^ direct their meafures, and that hb benediftioa may attend dvs 
^ execution of them. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Edinburgh^ Your moft obedient iervant, 

« l^ov. ph, 1793. WILLIAM SKIRVINO, Secretary." 
Addrcflld, " D. Adams, Efq-, Tape's- 

^ court, Cbanccry-lane, L9ndon^^ 



Air, Attorney General. The next letter I offer in evidence is 
dated To'.booth, the 24tli of Jantiary, 1794, from MargaroC to 
Hardy, which I read for the purpofj of fher^'ing there were 
arinc^ affoctations proposed. 

Afr. John GurnelL I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 
(// was read,) 
iHde Hardfs Trial, voL I, page 40X.} 

Mr. 
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Mr. AHifMif GituntL I will now produce a letter of Mr. 
Thelwell'ti who ypur Lordflup m:QUe£b is alfo an aflbdated 
menbor of the Conftitutional Sodetj; and I produce it for the 
purpofe of having a paflage in it lead rdative to die Addrefe 
of the aodi of January, of the London Correfponding Society; 
having before rev! the lecDer by which that Addreft was conK 
municaifeed by Hardy, the Seoe&uy of the London CorreiipondiRg 
Society, to Adams, the Secretary of die Conftitutional Society; 
and having read the entry of die 24th of January, 1794^ wtiich 
ilates, that ^ the moft excellent Addrefs of the London Cor"- 
^ refponding Society was approved of by die Conflittttional 
^ Society." I have taloen die liberty of mendoning dius much 
becaufo I underftand in the laft trial, in my abfeace, this letter 
was not read, your Lordihip thinking it was not evidence.-^ 
concteve dnt it is evidence, and I beg leave to offer it. 

Mr. G'Ms. Mr. Tooke defires me to make no objedlon 
to it. 

The Riffireni Riciard fTtUtMrns^ (fworn.) 
Ah. SsUcit9r Gimr^iL Look at that letter, {Jhewing it t§ tife 
witnefs.) — ^Do you know wfaofe hand^writing it is I 
j£ I believe the fignature to be Mr. Thelwall's. 
i^. Did you ever Ice Mr. Thdwall write ? 
A. Yes. 

(It was read.) 

* DEAR JACK, 

* I fend you throe dozen of longs, copies of either of which 
^ I would have you give to whoever may aik for them-diat is 
« likely to fing diem$ I believe at this time they may do a 
^ great deal of good, if well diffinninatcd: I have primed three 
^ thouland of each ; they fell like wildfire. 

^ I fend you alfo a litde pamphlet, containing an extrad from 
« a Qieech of mine, for publiihing which die booUUkr is now 
« in Newgale, and is to be tried for fedidon; I fend you alfo a 
« copy of the indidment; (hew them about to your friends, 
^ diey will illuftrate one of Ae bafgL 

Vol. L X « You 
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You vAW alio receive fevend copiei of Addrtflei'iniUSIicd 
by the London Correrponduig SodetjF; one of. tfaem 
drawn up by myfclf, the odier is partly the work of Home 
Tooke, and pardy of the Citizen who has figned it as Chair- 
man : we had above a thoufand people allembled to pa6 tfaefe 
rcfolutions i it was a glorious day-^^ day of triumph to fi. 
berty, to which Britain will hereafter owe a confidenfak part 
of her happine& 

^ I was Chairman at the dinner, and I afliire you I gire 

them fome fine toafts. — Ah, fa ira, fa in, 9a ira ! 

^ Give Ibme copies of the refolutions . to Sampfoo Real 

Founuin; and, in (hort, fpread diem about as nnidi as yot 

can; I have diftributed above fifteen hundred withmyoipo 

hand. 

^ London is not the only place that is alive, Scotland is fidi 
of liberty boys — Sheffield, Norwich, Manchefter, and heaps 
of places the fame ; in fhort, I believe the Country wiD not 
be humbugged ajiy linger; and that, before half of the next 
compaign is over, the wife men of Godiam wall be obliged 
.to call back their troops from the triumphant Rcpuhlk of 
France, and grant us our rights. 

Adieu, Citizen Jack, I can think of nothing but politics; 
pr.iv, when you have any advice to give me, do it plump awl 
ojx-n, without any apoli^^y, it is the duty of friends tofyak 
their niiiuis with.^ut rcilnmit; and remember I am the advo- 
cate oi rquulity .vw / pt rfctf freedom. 

*^ Your's, 

I. THELWALL' 

I fmJ you u'lfo Tome reUutions paOed at Norwich, aala 
Scotch ncwf^>a|vr> in which }\)u will find die trial of oar 
ni'le-riitiv, Maigaroti Gerald, our other Delegate, andSiin 
fl.uri Dilejjarc of aiiotluT patriotic Society, fet off laft n^ 
1(1 br cried, caft, ;uid lemenced to iranfportiition alibi but 
p;Uik4)i dituain to iloop before oppreffion, aiid tyrants aoi 
ivranuy m Jcfuncc." 

Ad.ircllcd atizcH jjii Vtiiam:' 

Mr. 
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Mt* Aturmy GmtrsL I ftialJ next read an entry from Ac 
CoiiAitutioial Socict/& book, relative la tkic nioJcr m which Ihe 
Soctci; at Sheffield keep public fails. 

(77h filkwing intsy was n&d fr&m thg Uoh tf tht S^iftf fir 
C^h/lituumal Infir/tiation*} 
^ Al a moetijig of ifae Society ft>r ConftiiutiQiui Informsu- 
^ '1, bcU at the Crown and Anclior Tivem^ Stimd, Fridafi 
i Majch, 1794* 

« PRESENT, 

** Rev. Mr. Joyce, in the Chair« 

^ Mr- Tooke, Mr. Thompfon, Mn Hull, Mr. Sharpe^ Mr- 
^ Kyd^ Afr, Wardlci Mr. Aflmiore, Mr. Fitxgcmld, Mr, 
' ^ Sufk, Mr, Beck, Mr. Fawcctt, Mn Cki - ' Mr. Hot- 
crofti Mr* Jennings, Mr. John Williams ivhtcr- 

« Refolved unsinimoufly, That the SccreMfy of this Sodetf 
•I be direclcd to write to the Friendi of Peace di>d Rc 
M Sheffield, sxkI to zSu^ * ^ r r ^> - 1 
• plcafiirc their Ready ex , l 
^ the people of Great Britain in P*^ 
[ ' h they h ^ 



Attgmej Getreral. I rod dnft attf brcadb I Aal pe« 
fafdr offer to yonv L/mUsip ii> cvmIukc hAsk vboc 

SbdEdd upon tbe pidilic fiift. 

(The ftOmiKg ewtryw^ rtad frtm At hmks tf dv ttcUtf fir 

^ At a mectng of the Sodefy fee Confttnooiial Infcnna- 
^ tion at the Crairn and Andn- Tavern, Friday March 28th, 

{rzdt Hardy's Trid^ v$L 2. fagt 105.J 



Mr. Anvrmj GcntraL I dont find die word Gdm in die 
book before the 21ft of Marcfa, 1791. I wiD novr call Mr* 
Maclean to prove finding in Mr* Adams'k p o ftBrn a kaer 
from Mr. Hardy, ihuing the names of diofe mcmhfti whom 
thej delegated \m the Conftimtknal Sodeiyt. aoooidiif to 
laft order» to invite them to Tend to diis Socteij next Fxiday % 
delegation of feme of their members. 

Mr. Thmcs Maclean^ I found this paper in die poKrffinn of 
Mr. Adams. 

( It wai rtsd^ 

« CITIZEN', " A^l ^ 1794^ 

<^ I am directed to fend to the Society for Confticutioail lo- 
formation the following refolutions of the Committee of the 

" London Correfponding Society^ April jd, 1794.'* 
^< Refolved, That Matthew Moore, John Buter, Jobs TU* 
waU, Richard Hodgfon, and John Lovett, memben ol %m 

^ Society, are appointed to hold a conference Mdi AicbiQaB*. 

^ hers of the Soclet}* for Conftitutional Infomadoa aft Aqr 
(ball think fit to appoint, at ic\'en o'clock tMnomnr ev» 

^ ing, the 4th April." 

« THOMAS HAJtD Y» Scociaii.'! 

AddrefTed, « D. Adams^ Secretary to 
« the Swetyfir Conftitutiinal InfrrmMti$9i:' 
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{The filbwing tniry was read frm tb4 bo^l of tbi Smety for 

^ At a meeting of die Societjr for Conftitutional Inforixiattcni 
^ at the Crown and Andiar Taveni» Stnuid» Friday, April 49 

\Vii$ Harift Triwlj troL %. fsge 108.] 



Mr. John Gumeil, I found diis paper in Mr. Hard/s poflcf- 
fion. 

Mr. Attorney GxneraL This is a p^^ier found in the {)ofleffio 
4»f Mr. Hardy, but it feems neceflary I ihould prove it to be his 
hand-wriungi it appears from the book, your Lordflup ohferves, 
diat he was prefent on che 4Ch of April, 1794 ; diis paper ibtes 
what pafled upon die 4ih of April 

\tlexanJer Grant (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Solicitor GimraL 

^ LodL at diat paper-«-<an you teU whoTe kand^writing it 

is? 

A. I cannot, I «ever bm dut before ; I cannot fw«ar to die 
liawUwriting. 

Whole hand-wridog do you bdieve it to bef 
J. I cannot (ay— I do not know that I ever ftwiL 
J^. Do you know Thomas Hardy f 
A. Yes, veryweH. 
J^. Did yoireireriee him mite? 
A. Preq^endy. 

' ' Now kok at ifae pi^, andiay wfaofe hand-writing ya« 
believe it to be? 
A. Icttinot (af. 

Do you bdiere it id be his hawLwriting) 
A. I cannot (wear that it Is his hand* writing; if Ifinr Usname 
I couU tell better. 

Lord Cbuf Juftici Eyre. You have feen him write ? 

Xj 4YtSt 
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dence, but I have ho objedtlonto admit this -as evidence; aod'to 
the papers being put in. 

' Lord Ofiifjuftice Eyre. I cannot do tliat; I muft fee that . 
what it admitted is evidence to which no obje^on occurs to 
me. 

Grant. lean only fay, it is very like die hand- writing c^Mr« 
Hardy j I cannot fwear to it. 

Mr. Attorney General. I will now read an entry from die book 
of- the Society for Conftitudonal Infonnatioii, of the Ji^ of 
April, 1794. 

( It was reaeL) 
[Fide Uardfs Trialy vol. 2, page 109.] 



Mr, Thomas Maclean, I found this paper in the podef&on of 
Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Attorney General. This paper is a rough draft of part of 
the refjlutions of the nth April, 1794. I will call Mr« 
Woodfall to prove whofe hand-wridng is in it. 

^ {to Mr. TTilliam Woodfall.) Whofe hand-wridng do yotf 
believe this to be ? 

>/. I am a ftranger to the hand- wridng of die fubftanceof the 
paper ; but there are interlineations of die word Society*' — in 
two places, which I believe to be Mr. Home Tookc's writ- 
ing. 

^ Is there another interlineation of a few words, which have 
been ilruck out again ? 

A. Yes ; but I cannot fpeak to die hand-wridng. 
' Mr. Toole, I believe I have written the word *« Society" here 
twice ■ 

Mr. Solicitor General Mr. Shdton, you will read this papei^) 
and you w31 take notice, that there is a word widi a line drawn 
round it. ' 

(Tke rough dra/i was read.) 




Mr. Trnki^Uf. Solfeiior Ci ini|if|Baiii«iTnrtlM(t>w 
I believe you will Aink it wf ^nf^ ifitmm^^^ 

mtmg 16 point ic out tft ; 
fpeA; and, withdisttf 
t» fiiyi dtfic iMi hfUuif ^Lwmf l 
Secretary troubli^—« ■ ,tJi>/i/i/ Ui ja.^ ;i' fr«*fcjs 

Mr. Atwrmij GnaraL l ibouMtteftnyii^ iiliiwti id ii i ^ 

Uriairf Ju/HiiMfn. Thii. i» ilia iMlwii 4fc»*>> 
denoe. 'i^t. tj«^4ii 

Afr. Ttfffi/. Your Locdflkij^ ^ 

Mr. Att9rnti GiMtaU It gtv«t te 
but diat cannot be permitted to oome from %K 
he takes an aAive part in Ut i 
moudi of bit Couofel. 

Mr. GMs. As to dieGendcmaay«ti#l(^^ a fort in to 
cauft, itisutteriyimpoffibk foranj p 
Aiscauie. 

Mr. Ait$mey G^mrmL I am 
dour of Mr. Gibbs> fi> fitr as to do mo jufticc in the fmiapdoo^ 
in ivhich I ftand-— if he will infivm m^, that» in ht$ jv 
there is the kaft degree of impropriefy in m mtnm6m 
not interpoie a§ainduring the whole of die oS^^^^^ 
^ Mr. GMs. I certainly never wiUgm my jn%niientii 
impropriety of yours 

Mr. T99k€. If die Attorney General will pkaft tD«d 
upon thb paper, be will find I am mit makinf 
doing any thing improper — he will fee that ^ 
evidently taken from this paper» have been icad as« fmttf 
vriiich ought not to have been read aa a part of k.| apdlill 
going to ejqdain how it happened^- that diis difltoidcji; jMplbvik 
I am not going to make exception to any chiiq; that paAal^ .^t 
that, in a paper tiie Clerk has read, woids have beea read (art 
improperly in him) which make no part of die papei^-4hem net 
two ways of erafing from any writbg, diat which you dont 
mean (hall make a part of it-— one is, by ftriking your . p«i 
through die vrord you meaa to erafe— another ii^ by ^rfficirr'F'^ 
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it wkh m line) diif is endrded^ and yet it is re^d as if it wats 
part of this pqieiwyou might » well read the erafure of a paper 
that is erafed one way, as the enfiire of a paper that is erafed 
another way^— diis is the only diing I was going to remark, to 
Ihew you, dnt this was an erafure, and bowk happened. 

L§rd Chiif Juftici Eyre. This is not a proper time to 
that — but your obfcrvation upon reading it, if it aj^^ears to yoa 
not to have been properly read, is fair and right-— becaufe it 
Qi^ht to be properly read-— you fry there appear to be words 
ftnick out^ 9nd other words put in over, don't you i and you 
conceive the words put in over ought not to be read 

Mr. Mi. No. 

Lord Chief Juftiee Eyre. The paper is to be read as it is t 
and if diere are words diat are ftruck out, and other words put 
in; or, if there are words put in in parts, without ftriking out 
the other words, yet the whole of die paper muft be read, and 
Diuft be feen, and then it will be for the judgment of the Jurj^ 
what is the real paper taken altogether, and which cannot be de« 
termined properly by any body but the Jury. 

Air. Jnermey General Your LonUhip will permit me to put 
die Court in mind, that Mr. Solicitor General, when he put the 
pqier into die hands of Mr. Shelton, defired him to talce notice 
where diere was a word with aline drawn round it 
. Urd Chief J9iftice Eyre, The paper is to be read, and widi 
that word fcored all round it — ^whether that word ought to be 
taken as part of the contents of the pq)er, or ought not to be 
taken as part of die contents of the paper^ will be for the judg^ 
meat of die Jury. 

JUK AMmey General. I only wilh now to fry, by way of ex« 
plainii^ myfdf, that I defuv to have the h£k knpwn to your 
Loidihip and the Jury, what words were fcored round, without 
frying, in diis ib^of the caufe, that I have any obfervation to 
sake upoo diat frd^ but I wiihed to have that frA afcer* 
aained. 

Mr. Shehem. I mentioned, as I read die paper, that the words 
were fcored round* 

One 



if the J^fTJ We fliall ho^M^ii^MAMbili 

W^tm^ round. ^ " '^r V-.XJI|*:^ 

Mr, To§k€. Bf die Tciy queften if IM ^Jirf 
lirfUf fitnied that wl«t I wtt goii««<i» iif^Ml 
ulefiiil fo Mr. Attorney General, wte GoM^iiiri « 
gid it was not meant by way of dbfti nAmi^jj n * 
^Jbiitf dirf JuftUt Eyu. If it s Mir VMWpii 
fB^iii ctf the paper^ that certai^lyli hrariiing;^ 
cafe . .. >.45 K ' w 

it/r. To9ke. I fubmit to your Lorffitt(H dUT Hr 
Ihsi^ and tf Mr, Attorney Gateifal half iM^fldHBl 
I fliould in one minute hbve &lMdH 'Aia tiai 
Biy chief objca. Your i:^d(hi)y-liat Mtt^yM- 
iiteil of one. I am not maldng <<ifa iWldW| ilva 
ciiE^ for the advantage of diie 'Att^niif^Glteii 
GU|a% and I Mieve I am not briHdungiirU|MiiJuq^1 

•I' dil^t merely to iavt thne, for ift 4i ho ^tif&^&im 
two paperv*4t is a report of riie GMnto^ 

'Mkm of the Society. By encirditig ^l)ic w6rd 0#i 
«Iine^ that copy ferves for two copies. * Widi tke 
4iBii^ /ir, it is die report of t]ie Committee— AVil 
Conmidon 9ut^ it is the refcdution of the SodfijfM 
I Wis going to fay, A' ' 

X*ri Chief Jufltce Eyre, Ttere is rto fort of < 
|qir( explanation, but that it is ^hhalioR \gf' 
^tfm die evidence, and therefore ihoiild hafe m 
IMr cafe; but I agree that your obfetvalionia&ir,'a 

* iA4ft-founded. 
t' jifr. Mtmiey General. This mode of cbndte£& 
Stakes it necef&ry for me to go perhaps a litde out o 
limant, by calling your Lordihip'k attention 4od 

''Ikblg^icorcd round, to apprize the Court of the £id 
'Are now, duui diat. I have a great dea) to obferri 
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Lord Chief Juftia Eyre. I have no doubt at all that you 
have, it is certainly open to obfervation. 

Mr, Solicitor GcneraL I am now going to produce a letter 
oF the loth of April, 1794, from Hardy, which is mentioned in 
that minute. 

J^. (to Mr, Alaclean.) Where did you fiiid that paper ? 
-//.In the pofieflion of Mr. Adams. 

^ (to Alexander Grant.) You fay you have feen Mr. Hardy 
write ; look at the fignature to this letter, and tell me whether it 
is his hand-writing ? 

A. I believe it is. 

Letter from Thomas Hardy^ to Daniel Adams^ dated the lOtb 
of Aprils I794> read.) 
[Vidi Hardy s Trialy vol. 2. page iio.] 



Mr. Solicitor General. This is a printed circular letter of die 
London Correfponding Society, which was found in the pofTeffion 
of Mr. Saint, at Norwich. 

Mr. James l^alflf. I found this printed letter in the poITeffioa 
of Mr. Saint, at Norwich. 

^Circular Letter^ Jigned Thomas Hardy ^ read.) 
l^Fide Hardy* s Trialj vol. i. page 404.] 



Mr. Attorney General, Here is a bundle of the fame papers; 
I ihall call Mr. Lauzun to prove where he found them. 

Mr. Edward Lauzun. I found thefe papers in Mr. Hardy's 
houfe. 

Mr. Attorney General. I am now going to read a letter which 
was found in the cuftpdy of the iaid Mr. Hardy, from Alexander 
Mitchell, Secretary to the Society at Strathaven, ftating that 
he had received a circular letter Irefpeding a Britifli Convention 
to be held in England, and that they had appointed a Delegate 
tP attend ic , 

3 ii^- 
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defires an anfwer to be direfbd to James Smith, Joiner, to the 
care of Mr. Hunter, Publican, Butcher Bank. I will call Mr* 
Gurnell to prove in whole pofllei&on he found this letter, and then 
I wiU read the anfwer to it. 

Mr, fobn Gurnell. I found this paper in Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(Letter dated NrMcaJHe-upm-Tynty 7.^h Aprils I794t oddrejfed 
Mr, Hardingy No. 9,9r 19, PiccaiClfyj LMd$n.) 

[Fide Uardfs Trials vol. i. page 407.] 



Mr. Attorney General. Here is a paper which has indorfed 
upon die back of it — ^ Copy of an anfwer to NewcafUe-upon- 
» Tyne, addrefled to John Smith," &c. 

Mr, John Gurnell. I found this paper in the pofleiEon of Mr. 
Hardy. 

Air. Attorney General, I read this paper to prove that this is a 
communication of their intention relative to a Convention ( 
and likewife it is a declaration under the hand of Thomas 
Hardy, that the Committee of Correfpondence and Co-operation^ 
which your Lordffaip fees had been appointed upon the nth of 
April, met twice a week. 

{Anfwer dated the iji of May^ 1794* the letter firm New^ 
eaJtle-upon-Tyney dated April the TJ^th^ I794> read,) 
[Fide Hardfs Trial^ U fagi 408.] 



Air. Attorney General. I wiU now prove a letter from the 
Secretary of the Sheffield Conflitutional Sodety, which was 
Sound in die pofleffion of Mr. Thelwall^ whom your Lordlhip 
will recoUed to be Qotc£ die Committee of Correfpondence anJ 
CoK>peration. It ftales die proceedings of a meeting in the 
open air at Halliiax, of perfons from Leeds, Wakefield, Hudders^ 
field and Bradford, toconfider on diemeafiires to be adopted pre* 
pamtory to a Gcnend ComrentmH dcfiring^dvdiieaioniof 
dii JLondon Cotre^ponding Sgde^* 



jUh mmam Tms. I found Ait fijipnf'M ttt ^erf&<|tfi( 
Thdwall. ' ■ ' ^ " 

{Letter dated Sheffield^ May iili^ jfyn^WSiSm $r9» 
bead^ Secretarjy read,) 

[/^ /ftf r^/i Trials v$L . I. Jiffy 41^^ 



JIfr. Attorney General I am now going torpiovr tol^f m 
the account book Mr. Adams fpoke of upon tfie, M^M^f ^^Mfeb 
1794.-^' Caih paid Thelwall, by onkr, Gx giiiiwip " ./S^ 
Lordflxip recollc£h, that I have prayed the addrdi of 
of January ; I am going to explain that evidence a 
letter of Mr. Thdwall's, found in the diftodj^of ^^4H^ 
the fubilance of which letter i% dttt he ieiidtfi>r. s Jif^ t 
members of die Society for Cooftitutiotial Infennafei 
lequeft of Citizen Tooke, and at die miiinfr nf rtin fann jp 
deiires fix guineas, which is the fum mentioiied in diia book li 
be paid to him for printing the laft 2500 Addrdlfa, 

Air. Thomas Maclean. I found diis papec in the podefion of 
Mr. Adams. 

(The following extra£i was read from a hmdt cmtaming tie ge» 

neral receipts and difburjements of the Society for Corgfiitatiwal 
Information,) 

« Friday, 14th March, 1794, caOi paid Thelwall, by order, 
« fix guineas.^ 



(The letter was read.) ' 

" CITIZBN, .. • i ■ • 

** Be kind enough to let my boy have % Uft of t^ Spcictf 
^ for Conftitutional Infocmau^a {at $^;J9»mf|k.^- CitiM 
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" Tookc) when I fend him to-morrow ; alfo^ by the rcqucft 
of fame, fix guineas for printing the Jaft 2500 Addrefles, &c. 
Yours, 

« I. THELWALL," 

AddrefTcd « Mr. D. Adams^ 



Mr. Attorney General I have read, out of the Comftltutjonal 
Society's book, arefolution of the 21ft of March, 1794, which 
is in thcfe words—" Refdved unanimoufly, That the Secretary 
^ of this Society be directed to write to the Friends of Peace 
" and Reform at Sheffield, and to afTure them that this Society 

views with pleafure their fteady exertions to obtain a feir 
" reprefentation of the people in parliament, and the proper 
^ methods which they have taken to employ ufefully tfaofe 

days which may be appointed for public fafts.** I will 
now call a witnels to prove his finding, in the pofleiSon of Mr. 
Hardy, an account of the proceedings upon the Faft-day at 
Sheffield, together with a refolution of the Correfponding Soci- 
ety, and a refolution of the Conftitutional Society, printed to- 
gether. 

Mr. Edward Lauznn, This is one of the books I found in 
Mr. Hardy's houfe. 

(It was read.) 
l^Fide Hardy* i Trials vol. 2. page 219.] 



IFilliam Broomheady (fwom,) 
Examined by Mr. Law. 
Were you a member of the Conftitutional Society at 
Sheffield ? 
A. Yes. 

- ^ Were you Secretary to that Society I 
A. Yes, for about five months. 

You w«it Secretary up to die month of May laft> I be- 
lieve I 

^ . Yes, 
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^. Yes, when I was taken nil. 

^ Did you know a perfiu of theme of Yorfce, oikefirift 

caUed Redhead? 
J. Yes. 

^ Did he attend die meetings of that Society ! 

A. Frequently he did attend. 

^ Was Yorke a (ettled inhalntant of Shefidd, or only aa 
occaTional comer there ? 
A. Only occafional. 

J^. Do you remember a mectiog held on die CaSle VB^ at 
Sheffield ? 
A. Yes. 

SI. When was Aat? 

A. I was at that meeting. 

j^. I believe it was on the 7di of April ? 

A. Yes^ I was at that meeting. 

j^. Do yott remember having any converfadon whh Yorib^ 
prior to that meeting, in which the bufinefs of that meetiif wab 
arranged between you, Yorke, and any other perfbn ? 

i/. I do reeolicft a meeting of that fort, but I db not rcobt 

led all the particulars that might be difcourfed upon. 
Was Gale prcfcnt at that meeting ? 
A. Yes. 

j^. Were there any body but Gale, Yorke, and you at thit 
meeting ? 

A, I think there might be (everal more, but I do not reooUeft 
particularly their names. 

j^. You are an afTociated member, I believe, of the Confii- 
tutional Society in London ; are you not ? 

A. I fuppofe I was fomettme back. 

^. What was fettled to be done at the meetuig on die CiSk 
Hill, which was to be held upon the yth of April ? 

y/. The refolutions were drawn up, and it was agreed that an 
addrefS) or the fubftance of what was to be deliverad tfaere^ flnnM 
be wrote by Mr. Yorke. 

^ Was any addre(s to Parliamcftt agreed to bt ppapofedF 

A. No, to the King. 

Wat 
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J^. Wat Aohe tnf j ^ ^fccacai u^ftBdag ibe jKopdkig my 
addrdb t» ParUaaeiit? 

if. Tint notion was nuvkv but k ym» BegathrecL 

Was there no arnuigemcnt between yaa, Yotkcy andt 
Gale refpeding i3m megKdw%.ibM, SBaftiB% poor tm the time of 
its being made i 

^ It waBfe'&tded^ batlkadnovoicemiti . 

j^. Between whom was it fettled that there lliould be 2 fta^ 
poiition at this meeting made for addreffing Parliament; aad Alt 
ikM pmpofidon flmld be acgpdrod when anie? 

jI. There were Yorke and Gale, but I fuppofe Ant wat 
ietdedy » k wta delarmined to petition die King. 

^ You (ay it was fettled between Yorke amt Gak^ tUatfudt 
a prc^fition (hould be made, and flUHild be ncg^wl? 

jf. Yes. 

^ Who waitDnyicfi that motimr 

j£ They orderodintetQ anhntke aadflft At Ruw 

^ Did you aftcnmb at die meeting heH 00 the 7th af 
April, in confequence of this agreement, make that aoCiQCk? 
jf. I did. 

^ Do you mnHeft wbat wdte di^ tern of Aemoddn tliat 

you made ? 

j/. ThataptCitinaflMDoldbedisawttaptD^tfaeHoale.ef CoB^ 
snons, praying for a Reform in the Rcpftfantatkm of the P^ogfe. 

^ Upon your makingthat motion^ wikatpaflei a nwgO ibe 
people aflembled f 

Am lit wat oppoAdi 

^ Didany body.fQCDi]dift? 

A. No) I think it was not feconded, to* die faeO! o# mjt reool'? 
Ie£Uon it wa&noL 

In what manner was that motion receiired by die peribns 
aflembled, with applauie^ or diiapprobation, or how ? 

A. The people in fudi meetii^s generally wait for die ooun« 
tenance of the leaders of the meeting very firequendy. 

j^. I aikyou whatpaflcds how was your mgtigin received? 
Von* I. Y A. I 
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William Broombed'dy 

CfDTs-examined by Mr. Gibbs. 

' ^ You w^re one of this Society at Sheffidd ? 
J. Yes, 

Had your Society any views of overturning the Govenv- 
tnent by force ? 

• A. No; not that I know ofi 

J^. Had any of thofe, whom you were acquainted withi any 
-idea of overturning die Government by force I 

A. None, that I know of. 

J^. Had they any idea, or intention, of attacking the perfon 
or charafter of the King, in this Gonftitution ? 
A. No ; they had not; 

How were they affeded to the King ? 
A. As well as any people in England. 

Had they any intention of overturning the Houfe of 
Lords, or of breaking in upon their authority in the State ? 
A. No J not to my knowledge. 

^ Had any, whom you knew, of die Society, any fuch in« 
tendons I 

A. No; not to my knowledge. 

None that you knew, of courfe, had ? 
>A Na 

What was the obje£l of the Society ? 
■* A. A Reform in the democradcal part of the Britifh Confli-- 
tion. 

> J^. What do you mean by the democratical part ? 
A. The reprefentarive part in the Houfj of Commons. 
. Your only objodl, then, was a Reform in that Houfe of 

Parliament? 

A. It is 'J\ that I know of. 

^ You know .of no other views in any of the Sociedes? 
A. I Know of no other views in any of the Societies. 
^ Was it the intent, of any you knew in this Society, to 
,<lbtain even t.iat c.id by ibrcc ? . 
wf.- None that I know.of.. . 

Y 2 William 
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^ When it was agreed daft ikqr ImU Mt pMUon fit* 
Hament, but your motion, for that purpofe^ was to be a^^^ked^ 
did you apprehend then that this R^oni wm t9 be nhaiiKi bj 
the medium of Parliament? 

J. That was fettled amongft m nry ftw p«fiM% » I %ob 
of before. 

Do you apprehend that to him hsn ikt bbjeft «f #i 
perfons by whom it was fettled, namdy^ YQrk^Oal%nl JW* 
felf, to obtain it through the mednim of Fadfanncf 

jf. If any perfons hod thofe evil viewi^ it M» wfaw If 
me i and I am certain to the major part of the S a ciftl^ , if that 
were any individuals, eidier Yorke^ Gak| or wof odnft^ it was 
unknown to us but deference waa paid todvm its dieflidkDii| 
and condu£ting die affaiis.of die Society. 

^ What was yoiir reafon for bang apart]^mAivAiiafli^ 
tion ? 

j(. There are many men, befides wcy drtfe an 4ltrfW ia 
Law and Government, and yet may agree widi the homft viewi 
of their friends, or thofe they look upm aa their fi9e■d^ dsnfi* 
dcring them as fupenor in undeiflandfaig to theaftbes; I wn 
Secreury, and therefore it became my oflice more diae ny 
choice. 

J^. To make lham motions - - e nf wer ay queftien^ lAy yoa 

was a party to that (bam motion i 

A» I was a paifive perfon, as being S ca e tey^ and raiciiiM a 
fmall allowance on that account ; I was padive in tiBC pardodar, 
and was frequently told that I had no right to giv«aiy f i nmm H» 

^ Do you know where Gale is gone f 
A. I do not. 

J^. You have not feen or heard aiqr ihmg of him httely } 
A, I have not. 

Mr, Jujiice Lawrence. What were jcnx freqiiendy told f 
A, I have been oppofed giving my opinion and fencinie«tdfe| 
as being Secretary; I have been told there that I had mri^ 

Gnrp 



Gmrgi Widdifin^ (fwom) 
Examined by Mr* Law. 

J^. Were you a ondier of the ConftitutionBl 3oe!etyi at 
Sheffield? 
A. Yes. 

J^. When did you become a member of that Society ? 
A. It is better than two years aga 

^ Of what particular Divifion were you a member of ia 
diat Society? 

jI. We were not in Divifions at Aat time. 

^ Afterwards, of what DiTifioa were you a meniber? 

J. I diink it was Number One. 
. Were you a Delegate of that Divifion ? 

J. Part of the time, 

^ When were you eleded a Delegate? 

A At the time that thofe Divifloos were firft formed, I bt« 
lieve. 

Do you recoiled when diat was ? 
A I do not ; I believe the books will explain it. 
^ Was it in 1792, or 1793? 
J, I really do not know. 

^ Of n^t number might your Society, in the whole, eoa* 
fill, to the beft of your knowledge, at its hrgeft number? 

jf. About fix hundred regular members, I believe. 

^ How often were Ae m eeti ngs of your Society held ? 

J* Once a fortnight* 

On any particular day in die week f 

//. There was a particular day adap^ to each Divifiofi ) ours 
was, I think, on the Tueliday or Wcdnefday. 

^ How often were die general meetings (rf* die Soeiety held? 
They were not exa^y die fiune ; IbmetiQies diey were re-t 
gular, fomctimes not; diey were about once a moodi, or ooot ia 
fix weeks, 

^ When did you firft fee Yorke at Sheffield? 
Perhaps diat migjht be near upon two years ago, 
. A Do you fliean fiom the preient time? 

y 3 4,^9% 
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A. Yes; I think it IS) or better dniii dttt- 
J^. Then it was fomev^iere towards die bttcr end of the 
year 1792? 

A Yes j I diink fomedme in dot jcar. 

Did you fee him at any meeting of die Society 7 
A, Yes ; I have feen him at inreraL 
j^. When did you firft fee him? 

A. The firft time I (aw him, I 0unk, was at a finend*i 
hqufe. 

Do you recollect when you firft £iw him in die chair at 
any of thofe meetings ? 

A, The firft time I (aw him in the chair wai^ I beliere^ at a 
meeting in Queen-ftreet ; the only thing I can recoiled it by 
was, that it was fome few months after die eancutioa of the 
King of France. 

j^. l^hat would then be, perhaps, the beginning of the year 

^793? 
A, Perhaps it was. 

j^. Was Yorke generally in the chajr ? 

A. He was, when he was at the meeting) generally in dse 

chsir. 

^ How long after you firft (aw him in die diair, did he 
continue at Sheffield ? 

A, I do not recoiled that he ftopped long after that— perhaps 

a few weeks. 

Had you occafion to fee him often ? 
A, Not very often at that time. 

Do you reniembcr a meeting of die Society, hcM in the 
l)ack fields, when any Delegates were elected ? 
A. Ych. 

Who were elected Delegates ? 
A. Mr. Brown was elected a Delegate. 

Where was he delegated to ? 

To the Convention at Edinbiugli. 
.^^ Who was Brown ? 

A. When he firft caine to Sheffield he acted in the cpaclty 
0: a player, and afterwards he took up that of an attorney. 
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i^. He was delegated by your Society to Edinburgh, t6 the 
Convention ? 
jf. Yes. 
J^. Did he go f 
J. Yes. 

^ Was he fupported. diere, do you know; or were his 
mily fupported by your Society ? 
A. I believe boA were, 

^ Do you remember Yorke lodging at the houfe of one 
Cawthorne ? 
J. Yes ; very well. 
^ When was that ? 

J. The latter end of laft March, I think. 

I believe you attended him when he wa$ there ? 
A Yes. 

^ In what capacity i 

jtf As his hair-dreiTer. 

Do you remember, about that time, having any converfar 
tion with Yorke refpe^Ung arms ? 

A Not any there, to my knowledge. 

^ Where had you, and when was the firft time ? 

//. At a Mr- Beat's, a grocer's, fomewhere about HoUis's 
Croft. » 

^ Did Yorke lodge 4t Beal's ? 

J. Yes. 

J^. He ftiifted from Cawthorne's to Beal's ? 

4' He left Cawthorne's, and went, as I underftood, upon 
fome bufuiefs to Manchefter s when he came back, he went to 
Beal's. 

J^. Wh^t did he iay about arms— do you recoiled pikes ever 
being mentioned ? 

J. Yes J we have frequently fpoke about pikes. 

^ What particular converfatipn had you about them ? 

A. He feemcd to agree upon the neceffity of their being 
made. 

^ Di^ he give you any diredions refpcffting the making any 
part of them? 

*y 4 4, Not 
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^ In wbat manner did he indirefily, if be £d Ml Aett^ 

give you any ? 

A. He gave me to underftand dat Mr. OiAf mvM Hfee a 
dozen for his own defence, if I was to make any s ^kHAm- he . 
lud the order fran Gale, « lMr4«iir bedjf 46 % *«t^ I ^ 

lay. 

^ He told you Gale would take a 4mftff 
^. Yes. 

^ Did you make any for Gale? 
A. Yes. 

^ What part of the inftrument £d yw fluiBt ? 

^. The handle. 

How many did you make I 

A, About a dozen, or a dozen and a half. 
What time was it you made diele t 

A. I cannot recolle£l the particular tiM$ I Ihink m At lie* 
ginning of April* \ 

^ Did you (hew any of thele pikfs t» YfltlDrl 

A' I took one with me, whMil went Id draft hiaicaeanrm 
ing, to afk his opinion of the font of it, and tke lengdH wMier 
it would do s he dud, he (hould dunk it wwdd do^ or k wouM 
do. 

^ Have you any other employneRt Am Alt «f m Ik* 

dreffer ? 

A, Yes ; a turner. 

Then you underftood the miumer af nnUliK Ae Aii^ 
you was direded to make ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Did he give you any dirc<2ion, as to At lejigA of Adb 

pike-handles ? 
A. I cannot recoiled that he did, 

^ What was the fize of the pike-handle ywi carried wi^ 

'you to him? 

A. About feven feet long, 

^ Was that the form and ii^e which be approved? 
^. Yes^ 

;2;Did 
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Did yott efer put on a pike4iead to it in his preiesce ? 
J/. No. 

^ Hare you fitted any to them yoarfelf ? 
A I was to have done, if I had gone forward with die bii&«> 
mTs. 

^ Had you any oonveriktion, from time to time, with Yorke». 
how you went on with them i 

A. He alked me, fome few times, how I werit on ; If I had 
Viade any of thofe handles, he aiked me ibme few times* 

J^. Did he tell yon where any pike-heads were left for themi 
I do not rcco41eA that he did. 

J^. Where did you get the pike-heads, if you got any ? 

A. They were to come from one DavifiMis*s. 

^ Did you know whether any hoops were uled about the& 
pikes? 

A. There were hoops put on at the end wheie the pike was 
put in at. 

j^. Who provided diofe hoops for the fliafts yoii had made ? 
A. I provided tho4e hoops myfelf. 

j^. Who gave you any direftion, re{pe£Hng thofe hoops, 
Inhere you were to get the materials of which they were made} 
were they iron \ 

I got them of the peKon diat ufed to fit me with other 
ixon-hoops diat I hsd« 

Did you get them upon your own credit ? 
A. Yes. 

You did nothing further to diem than make the (haft, 
and put on diis hoop \ 
A, No. 

j^. I believe you afterwards withdrew yourtif from this So- 
ciety ? 
A Yes. 

^ Did yoi| affign to Yprke your reafons for withdrawing 
jrourfclf ? 
A. I did, 

What converlation pafled between you and Yorke, re^ 
jjpcAlng your withdrawing youri^lf from this Society f 

A I tol4 
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j^. Do you know of any that were concerned In this Society 
who had any intent to attack the power or the pcrfon of the 
King? 

A. Not to my knowledge there was not 

j^. Would you have continued in the Society if you had 
had any apprehenfion that fuch were the intentions of it ? 
• A. I would not, 

^ You talked of Univerfal Suffrage— •what was the plan 
upon which your Society generally went — ^whofe plan was it ? 

A* It (irft originated with what was drawn up by the Duke 
of Richmond. 

J^. This letter has been fhewn you before, from the Duke of 
Richmond to Colonel Sharman. — Was that the letter frequently 
read in the Society, and upon which the Society in general 
aaed? 

A. It is ; that is the letter, and I believe that was the general 
idea that we at that time all adhered to, becaufe we thought 
there would be no other plan fo effe£lua], to make the Houfe 
of Commons what it was originally intended it ihould be. by 
the Conftitution, 

J^. Your object was, that the Houfe fbould be what it was 
originally intended it ihould be by the Conftitution ? 

A. Yes. 

j^. Had you any idea of producing this reform by force ? 
A. I had not \ nor I did not upderitand that any fuch plan 
was in agitation. 

Si^ You (ay you afterwards withdrew yourfelf from the Society \ 
A. Yes. 

I think you faid the only ground for withdrawing your- 
felf was, that you altered your opinion as to the expediency of 
Univerfal Suffrage ? 
A. I did. 

J^. And was that the only ground of your withdrawing pur- 
fcf ? 

A. Yes, the principal one. 

You have been alked about thcfc pikes— you fay fomc 
one told you that a man of the namp Gale would take 

a dozen 



fL doMi the ftk3b4btAs fnm jmi H ym^mdAMfct tfa^: 
~W«rt tbdf pilMte teoidt ibr aziy otter porpoft ten 6ff 
defending yourfelves from anj attticks, which you had rerifn 
diink the other party wmii makm iipco yoP| it ShefcMf i 
jf. I bdieve tfaejr were mver ioitanded for anjr oltar pif|Afci^ 
J rcmenber, in ptfciailar, llM0alB*i houfe Iwl hem attickcd 
ionce, or more, by a great number of people, whm teie jm* 
ticular newt wat ocMie to Mm } !diq^ 
him, 00 acDount of hit paper^ fevefml of hh fneads 
Aen obliged to defend ids houlk--«||||^ «m fclk^ 
on that account. 

And it wit on tdwt 
tme provided to defend him •«) 

An I underftood it in diat li^l 
ever I kasw of Gale, th« be iMie| 
other tntanlion himfelf. 

4^ But yon know rfiat this attadk ^ 
' A. I omnot fey I wae an eye-ffifiicft to ^ hit II 
refponftble witncfles that did know it and &w \u 

^ It was publiciy known in dietown thatfiichaddif dU 
pafs? 

J, Yes, and there were butchers and other people tettMed 
my boufe and more. 

^ Whether you have not hetrd people of OeoppoGte piMf 
at Sheffield declare, in terms, diat if there fliouU bo W i0VniBi| 
they woidd firft &H u(fbn you f 

J. Yes, I have, 

^ Do you, in your confciencse, believe, 6mt die ctdf ff^A 
for talking of and prqxiring dmle few pikes, was begnnfe m 

attack wa$ really apprehended from the other party opon Gdc^ 

and thafe who were of his opinions ? 

* jf. I befieve that was die oidy groud that ever they wm 

made at all, as far as ever I could learn. 

j^. Do you recoiled any in(hno|^ when the boufe in whkll 
you live yourfelf was attacked and dircetened i 

A. I cannot fiiy I doi 




.( 1$3 ) 

,1^ Had you any idea either of your own, or do you concriire 
froni any ditng yoa have beard from any of the people who 
belonged to this Society, diat the(e pikes were to be ein[rfoyed 
for any purpofe againft the power of the Government i 

A. No, I never underftood it bi dnt fight; becaufe the rab« 
ble that was among us die Government had little concern in; I 
bcfiere Banford^ ThonaS Pfeiui, and another fellow were the 
principal caufe of it all. 

^ Pray wtio is tbat third perfen dMit you tpctk of? 

A. I believe the man at Dronfidd — a parfon. 

^. Why do you thiidc him the caufe of it f 

A. From die infammatory letters that he puUiflMd in the 
ShcfieM paper, caHed the CeutMit. 

j^. What was the purpoft of dlefe letters ? 

A Recornmending to the pwty called by die name of Aris- 
tocrats to take up arms and exCemiinate us« — ^Tbere is a book 
of mine^ I believe, now in the Privy Council, wMeh points to 
this particular paper, where this tnSanmiatory ktler appeared. 

j^. A book that was feised in your houfe^ that ooneains an 
account of thefe very papers that you fpeak oil 

A Yes, the principal ones of them. 

Gcorgt Widdifm^ 
Re«ezamtned by Mr. Lam. 
You faid, I think, there were feme perfons who threatened 
you that in cafe diere was an invafion they would firft fidl upon 
you ? 
A. Yes. 

Will you nante thofe perfons who did direaten you thaf 
in caiie there was an invafion they would fall upon you — Name 
any of them. 

A I can only recdledl one, becaufe we had ib many of 
thefe wranglings and difputes about politics and the kind that I 
cannot charge my memory to fwear to any one perfon but one, 
and that one is a perfon whojs now in the aflbdation at Shef- 
field. 

^ What is his name f 

j William 



^. Wm a^y body l>y ^riicpJi t i>i»i M P< j |ii Uit» i» 

j^. When was it? . , ,,mm ..-Ij -'intcqs ituqiur^ s;^! 

^.^Socne time bofbir ypyd ^flMMjipi AlWW '^'4 >. 
i J^., [{ow long ago wasjti ^nom litfvr 'loii IV 

' ^. Above a twdvenmitli Jipk I^ffAer 
iwar. .it-: li toS'tar) fAi - 

j^. No pilus were .pr«»ai»ilWrI ^A^frMnkj^ 

^. No. . .. I vJ; rv.tii?: I Jk 

So that dirtat did^. yfi*f:mdk^(^^lm(9mk^^ . 
. A. I cannot % it did at that. J rJlPP JWiifcfi»^ 

qucndy told by other people Mt,M Jwe. f t p y liWfc li l l i 
ofi but I cannord»M8$my,iiMm^ 

«& of that thrcat.bm hiw, thqmifi * *»y%*hrt->***PI^^ 
fimiiar Qiie% made ufe of in iaS^u^ omfitf^ V^ifH^^tiMf^ 
. J^. Do }oa.rememl|er any |)fficft,<fa».|jwwF.(iW »iflllil|l<l 

in the different companies, you bai^jbmiM^^ ;^.'; vacvtruq-rifii- 
A. I caniM (ay I c^an. partipttliri^^ ^- ^.^^.j ^ 

^ I a(k you to reedlea the .mmMr^^mSm4l0(x\i^ 
out thofe threats in the different conqnnict ypiii Jmof ^ep 

A. As I never expeAed thefe matters would be cdkd into a 
Court of Juftice — I never paid"' that -particular attentiaa to die 
people who made nfe of them ; it was from die generd tenor of 
the converi^on that paiTcd that J.^^eak of thcfe dibv^ 

^ Did pu or Gale, or any ^edom n^^lVt, J^t.^!^ Jtj^f 
jeA of thefe threats, ever apply to any magiftrate Ibr ymSKfh 
tion? • :f 

A. No, I cannot (ay that I did, bfcauib< it- wai^ fijdom-.j]iat 
they could have that juftice dan$. to. tbem wbidi tiiey est' 
pe^ed. 

^ Does not Mr. Wilkinfon, a magiftrat^ reiide. very neac 
the tpwn of Sbeffield ? 

J^. When you had lately a riot, did not he come, into tarn 
at the head of fome dragoons and reftore peace there ? 
A. There was no difturbancc. : * r.. 



( 3« J 

^ Was hot a houfe began to be pulled down, and Tet Are 
to ; and was there not a perfon executed for diat crime ? 

^. Yes, that was after the riot began; there was no riot till 
Mr, Wilkinfon brought the foldiers in. 

J^. So Mn Wilkinfon and the (bldiers made the riot i 

A, It began on that very day. 

Then they fet fire to that houfe ? 

Mr* Gilbs. He bias not faid Mr. Wilkinfon fet fire to this 
houfe ; he is your own witnefi, and he is not to be examined in 
this way. — humbly beg your Lordfhip's protection of the 
witnefs, or, I (hould rather fay, protedion of the gentleman at 
the bar ; Mr. Law is putting in the mouth of die witnefs that 
Mr. Wilkinfon aiid the dragoons made that riot, and fet fire to 
the houfe ; diat, I humbly conceive, is not the way in which a 
Counfel, examining a witnefs, ought to put words into his 
mouth. 

Afr. Law. I am not putting into the mouth of this witnefs, 
nor will I fuggeft to this witnefs, or any other, to fay that 
which is not the truth ; but 1 afked this witnefs (who takes 
upon himfelf to ftate that, there was no riot in the town till 
Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons came) whether they occafioned 
the riot. I have afked to a fa£l: which is notorious to the wit* • 
nefs, and perfeAly fo to myfclf, having been concerned in the 
profecution, whether a houfe was not fet on fire, and a man 
executed for it. — afk him whether he meant to impute to Mr. 
Wilkinfon and the dragoons any participation in that mifchief? 

Lord Chief JuftUe Eyre. The objedion was, that inftead of ■ 
afking whether Mr. Wilkinfon and the dragoons fet the houfe 
on fire, you ftated to die witnefs — ^ Then they fet fire to that 
•* houfe i" that is not a way of afking a queflion. 

Mr* Gibbs. My friend fbted it as if the witnefs had fo 
laid. 

Mr. Law. I afked him if he did fay fo. 
Lord Chief Juflice Eyre. Indeed you did not put it as a 
queftion. 

Mr, Law, You have did there was no riot till Mr. Wilkin- 
4 foa 



was occ iii BwJbylhem? >.v> .j.^i vr^ wfli i^w'f inri'.o: 
beibre diey came. ... .< k...>'. w .*>: yttiii'iw sd>im/ .vT* 

people in die town to make dw. iiM^ 



and the dragoons madbtb* liiili<wi||f#lOt > .i^ > '^^j^^^^' 




A Th« taUi>8ri» miw^Ki 
tkejl 

ill dMtowi^dic tqifli^of teliMii,| 
t»cyim«dU&tiifiidii»<aili>.inrif«fl<Miilil»»i|l 

were refilled? , • U . pVl^- 

iw«4^^i«ilWv \ »ppli>fcji» Mfc WTMijlii »»»»» 
dMiowT^cam t« be hwNt M(>rVnHM*Mi|MMMipii» 

.w« go« frm Mj» thing to im^ m titt «r M iis^ 

f<tt upon nft; they tumWed ini» .4q«» %mk 
oHt oC my pod^ct, aiyi fpei»t it : Mr«r^ 
bu(int(% whtn they tendered thth 
hrocb^^ and dreait^ed to fend mr t«i ¥te ilk^)t'%^^mmfii^ 
him 9Ay more t<» complain of faish .» bilflgifc . • ^ ^ 

^ You ^d you mcsdgi .plMiM.«t» At O^bi 
Richmond's plaoi? 
Yes. 

Mr. Gibbs. Did you iay they tendered tbe money befim 

Juftice? 
4 Yes 

^r. Law. Whether the works of Paine were not wmikim 



K n» ) 

YeSy ibmesaitof ^on h^m ))eeo read there. 

J^. You did not proibee^ upon jus plan ? 

A No ; we approved^of a great part of his works, becaufc 
it was wrote upon ^ind(Ja of Uberty -'tod freejdom, and fo 
im, but there were great p arts o f it which none of us underftood, 
nor I do not diink he himfclf did. 

• J^. Did you pro<eeA.>vpbil Us plan .or Ifae Duke of Rich- 
mond's? 

i/. We went Upon Ae Duke of Richmond's {dan bom the 
firflr feginmng^ and we ftridly adhered to that 
Anddidnotdsriate into Fame's plan? 
A Ha, . ; 

AA\^GMt. Yotf approred Ac Duke'a pbi^.ftid likewift.tf 
la mtid%4>f. MiK'knfiMjtt As Ml in wiA ' * 

Teft • 

YQu;&id» at die timtf that you attended the Juflice% tht 
pcopfe that got this laanej oflFersd it ^ou again ? • 

'vf Yes'i tbejrpaidk down-befoie the Jttftice% and be retum- 
«litto mehim(el& « 

'Mr: Sffliek9r Genir^L This witnefi has memianed the ton-- 
wrlatioA with Davifon upon die fubje£l of annsy I will now 
prove a letter from Davifon, upon the fium iiibjefi» found in 
the pofieiSon of Hardy. 

^ {u Mr. GumelL) Where did you find this paper ? 
A I found it in the pofleflion of Mr. Hardy. 

llfiUf r dated Sheffield^ April the 24/^, 1794, Jigned Rub^d 
Utavjfin, uddrejfed Gtiz€n IJarJyj read. J 

[Vide Hetrdff Trials w/. p^ge 144.] 



Mr, Selietter Generah There was anodier letter to the Nor- 
wich Patnodc Society^ from the fame perfon, enclofed in that 
letter, which w.i aifo found at Hardy's. 

^ (to Mr. Gurnell.) \Vhcre did you find this paper ? 

A. This I found alfo in Mrw Hardy's pofleffion* 
Vol. 1. 2; {Litter 



( J* I 

(Letter, Jigiiii RUUri Orvifm; Otr^id H iSi ri&iM^ ^ 
$h$ Norwich Patriuic SmHj^ ' * ' ^ '/] 

Lord Chlif Juftici Efn., (If »Wyi9.y WlM >|$h6^ id 

Davifon follow ? . - V. •* ■ 

A A Printer* ' . ,% v a, r > v • 

Mr. i$lidter GemraL Your Lofdfhip will rcnlka, teit 
the proceeding of the 28th of Man^ i794»^^Jktl«^jl|pnitllie 
Semtiry of the Correfponding Societyt to the &idcl|^P^ 
ftilvdomd I nl bntation, dated die STth of Bfavh m»; r r i 4f j» 
ivhich there wis thia poftfirripl^^ I hwc to Mm ffii #r.r 
general meeting of the Society, wiU be >oUc|i c^:;Mg|^ 
* the i4di of April, the place lo he annamnd-llf W^fi^ 
« vertiiement.'* Your Lordflvp wiU aUh fehafc^Ap.^' 
Martin was a member of thift Sooietf^ PB^wM hK.BAt;.^MlBe^: 
and that die letter of thanks^ written by tea.ijprtlLdjljt^ffWrJIi , 
fion, was corrcAed by Mr. Toc4e. I am oour ceiiq(-t»\9to-: 
duce to your Lordihip, the paper which waiLpcepainL;bj.te 
Mr. Martin, of refiJutions to be entered .intt»aii ds of; 
April — they are not the fame as were aAusdly. dttered ifl|p|.bllt 
they were prepared by him for the purpole of being fnleaeUM.- 
upon that day, . . - • 

Mr. Gibbs, It has been determined, I belie\'e;i that.jufroffderfe 
fhcw a general pbt, any thing found in the paflelliQi| ^ Jff 
man living may be given in evidence — there is no doubt dl0rja 
this way it is evidence.— The ground upon which die CquithlS. 
decided, I apprehend, that this is evidence, and upoQ winch 
certainly it is admiilible ; according to the decifton they have cofV- 
to is, that Martin was a ,memher, and every thii^, dm^blf^ . 
that he has ever done, fince he was a member» is evidjODpC' 
againft Mr. Tooke. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyre. To ftate it corrediy, every dttng 
that he has done (he being a member) diat has relation to diis 

goiefil 



( s» ) 

gcneial fiibjeA is cvideoce refpcAiog diat general fubjeA~it is 
a different propofidooto &y any thing done by him is evidence. 

Mr. GiUs. Any thing is admiiSbk evidence they can ihape 
to this cafi^ not mljr the ads of die members of diis Society^ 
but of any man in the world ■ 

L^rJ CUtf Ju/ici Bjr^ 'Tfe aAs of any man diat is proved 
to have taken a part in diegendfal tian6ftion are evidence. 

Mr. OiUs. Wbcdier it afieds Mr. Topkc or no. 

Lord CUify^/Kii Mjfi. Whether it affbas Mr. Tooke or 
no. ' 

GMt. What I wifli, b to Ihtit out occafiood obferva- 
tiohs in'tbe oMirfe of die evidenccb 

A^. Titki. I beg to lay, fliat I bdievt my Inmed Couniel 
Was by die altercation beat out of the remark he at firft made, 
and dK ihij^ he dt^ft&ai to— Mr. Sobcttor General preficed an' 
account of dK pojper viMdi he was going to have read, with 
Mr. Martin's bdhg a memb^ of die Society for Conftitutlonal 
Infbrmation, and that he had btai oombiated by me^ without 
ftMfl6idtag d^ thne frixn he was nominated br me as a mem- 
ber of die Conftitiitkmal Society^-he pceftoei dteiBtroduaion 
of dna \Mex^ vhidi is of a very tete dMe^ widi &e drcum- 
ftance of Mr. Mittin's being a member of die Society for 
Conftttttdooai Informationi and that he was nominated "^y me ■■ 
I underftand the putting them clofe together without remark* 
if^ the data, to have been Mr. Gibbt*s original objeflido. 

LwrdChufJii/KtiEjre. Thai was not die original objeOion, 
bol is a very proper improvement of it, and it Is veryfiur. 

Air. OIHt. My objeftioh Was die introducing it widi any in- 
troduAioo* 

Mr. SbBcitffr Gimril Widi fubmiiEon to your Lordftip, I 
did no liiore than ftaSe the manner in which BAr. Mirtin wai 
conneOed widi this tran&Aion, to iliew dsat that was an aft to 
be given in evidence. 

Mr. Omrbs S£kn^ .{fwom.} 
Ah.Law. Where did you find diia paper I 
A. At Mr, ThelwaU*!. 

2 a Mvcn 



Have ]rou not faid you knew [^|fllH||ift Pi'Wjfrf^ ^ ^ 

^. I faid I believed fo. .^y 

J^. What is he? . s ^ • 

lA P«*ltt«!»i4?Wt^^ with Mtrtki' 

be fo >^titi|MP»V*^t;* ^P rfqfofmcd, 
tiat the Attorney Gei^l, •OUrbei^V'i..^^. Qot pri{ftnCi plfcjged 
Jmfelf that this was die Mr. Gay whom I had nopainafed to 
>e a member: f^.^e.^peie^ for;- Q^pfti^iM^aal luf^rf^atiqn — 
eriiaps, your Lordfhip may recoiled it--*it ftamped a )yfejudicc 
|iQnine^fHi$jiea9:it:ii^ ifif |0fem4u)t ihe publicifa^s— 
nd I do not find that that circumftance isf WW bcoO^ltibr- 
iwd.:r^l^ ^^AOlilii^caGvit iort nonr.^nil then, 
f^n ^rij^ani pivp^rly introduced, lothcsir a very ftttogp tale 
r it is a (hort one. — There is a Nicholas Gay, Efq. a gentk- 
(lan pretty much known to many perfons.tn this Coiut^ whofc 
Sflp9l )ia^-)i|QD^ travel QVtr all parts of Europe; this gentle- 
nan was nominated by me to be a member i^f. tbe-Society for 
^nftitutional Information ^ and, I believe, fhat this is one in- 
lMM*ff M^#iP4e li^ufion init upon tboicr V«r|: boinourable 
^tlemen the Attorney and Solicitor General, and foir -dieir 
ake chiefly I me^ntion.itr-^Tbis Mr« Nicholas Gsiy did dine 
fnce, about a year ago, at the .Society for Conftitutionjl loibr- 
nation, and he was talking of travelling to Ruffia* vAiere, I 

UiMk.im/^ hVhtwy to interrupt. Mr, Tooke— but ba« this 
iny reference to the examination i 

1 im^Hi^J^iiff^pre^ To b6 fwe ac this moment it has 
p;f9ttfS0St IP .pifftat eacaminaticvi; therefore, if you infift 
ipon it, I muft defire Mr. Tooke to refrain, till the time cooies 
f^T .^L 23 when 



r 

( ms i 

^JMym cm hni lum^ MukfartMH Hiking of liif 
«Kniiq; owe JK the S<xjcty liir CoalHc^ 

jfm I ntftf Jii» -3 

^. Did |ioiii<df» or ftwi uyfe^ 

ibbfentkoiM talk, of «av!lUvig> thai a ftw0( aeci^em bafi^ 
pcfied (9 him f ...w/i 

v£ No. 

.TMf upon his bHuc^ of trtvcUin^ torwhert, 1 Ipyv or 
informer, vrho wsi pfefenc, noc heaiii^ dieiKMeof die ofir 
ver&tion, leant forward and enquirfd viiere tM Q^ntlemam was 
going} to whidi fane pidbti who knew die chsraAer of the en- 
quirer aniwered, upon my H90f4Jltt^.<oing mudi f>irtber than 
I dare to fiiy.— You have not heardof diat ? 
A I have mt. 

Jk6r, mmm W^lkiT (fwopi) 

Esamijied bjr Mr. MUitBr GiveraL 

^ IX^ know Mr. John Martin's haiid-wfilii«f 
A Yes. 

^ Did youever fee him writer 
jf^ I ham 

j^. Look at diis paper? {the f4ip€r fniitcii tj Mr. Scbihit.) 
A. I bdieve that so be his hand-writing, 

( U UfMi n^L) 

(Jt m Gtmral JUtftUig$/$bi Lmulm Qrri^$ad$ng Suiitj^ held 
^at, « : Almday the i^ih 9/ j^l^ Ijg^J 

[nJi Hiordf's Trial, v$L 3, pagt tjt.} 



AB'.S$lUit9r Gimrmt {$$M\lmsum.) Wtoe fBdjou find 
dus^Kiper? 

4i b ji^ Hkdy^ hM»« 
' « IrliepiteeUtngsal ageneialmeethig of the Loodoii Ons 
^ .fd|K*>^iqg Sodcty, held on die Gieen, at Chalk Fann, on 
« Moft^the^^f4Aof.Ajifil, 1794, feai*' 



of the Sgcicqp te Ccpttitu^aiai fafe wi pii qp, ^ tk^-^ of 
May, 1794, with refpeft to printiiig a pa wp h lff yntiiiMH ocr- 
t«infroc«edu«so^theLoii^Com^ ^ 

(The fiOmiftg mtfj tJ9s re^l jfilii mtUFif O^VIOjjf Jh 

• -•V 

^ Atz Meeting of the Society for Cflg|Kryional IqfijWMtywy 
^ held at the Crovm and Anchor' "llivenH ^tiu£' friiaj, 

. :. f . 

Mr. Solicitor Gtnerd. We will now prqdu« a»|M|ii|Net 
found in the pofleiEon of Mr, Adams, the laft prooec£ng of 
the iecond of May^' the general* ^foeeedbigt of ihe two Societies, 
{to Mr. Maclinn.) 'Where ^ J0u-£nd d«a fsunpUet? 
A. Tliis pamphlet I fouod. in fh^^IHiacjj^.Qf M^^ 
Mr. Solicitor General. This pamphlet contaim dip pfocae d t 
ings of the Correfponding Society .gf the* %jftk fd,^fm[^tv/ik of 
the Society for Conftltutional Information of the a8A<|f Mvch, 
1 794* There is an addrefs^ to Muir^ Pkknus Skinrii^ an^ Mar« 
gai ot, coiitained in the. proceedings pf the ^fth ^ Marcht t ■ 

{The pamfMii was wd.) 
\Vide Hard/s jMalj vol. 2, f^is^t6$ l»*foB|'Wyi%)9 iia 



M^. miliaASi^pM ffwom) ...... I 

Examined by Mr. Law. • 
^ You were a member of the?^A«kl/flHirf-Sd^ieJy I 

Yes, ' "«i H. • . • -.ii^i.r 4*1 

• ■ 

.1^; Do you know at what tiM[ ^ot %^^leaedP'*- C ' • - ' 
^. Ibelievcaboutti^-aywrs^lfhalti^ .Vi*^ 

4 > i ' ^ By 



( 34^.^ ) 

canpot iwoiifw*, ... ...^ , , . . ..^t 

^ Have the goodneis to try to recollect? • 
A. X. iffian: tq(4 jOrflo^ Mi^ book* %L*A4f « Horiic...T(n|fLa |«ro« 
pofedme; but I never knew it j^rjljC^ * .. . 'v/v'.' 'i. 
^r. T^i/. It was fo. 

Mr. Law. Did you continue to attend after the i^inc;'af your 
firft election down to May, '794^ . / \ 

A. At different times, ... • '. Vl / 

Do you recollect being prefent on the 28th o£J)i[ffa|ch, 
lyg^h i^Aco a- letter wa^ .drsccivifi.^l<y, thif, ^Cpnflqftutional .So- 
ciety, from the Correfponding Soc^ty^r^p^ftk^^^t^ Deceffixju 
of forming a Convention of, tl\e.^)^pl^?, '. ; ^ , . « \ \ 

liT^ kiyiflg pnade meiiioi^andufOA;^ I diffi- 
f:ulty in recollecting i I remember (bmething to that pucpoiek 

J^.. Yon K^efent wh^ ailetteff.<if that, (art c^e fiKxn 
the Correfponding. Society 2 . . . ^ / ^ 

^. Yes. ' "v \"" 

•^J^id.jQHF Society <^ur wi^ ^luMici.in ^'pfOpoTcd re- 
fol^^oa? . . .. .. - . . > ; '■'\ r'\, 

A. i believe they did. 

^ Were you prefent afterward^) the 4^1 of Aprit, 

1794' ' / 

A. If you nameiArhitt wa$ dbne'Iiotaiy^recd^^ 

When ive'^gciitlcflam fh»i-*^ GbrrefpondSng 'SocUty, 
gam tddft CotilHtccioiB|Sdrietyft>IMegaitt^ • * T • 

■ 4</. -Tbtr *^ ^' '» ' - * ■ • * • ^* 

J^. Do you M(fi^'Mnifi'xiheit6¥€ peffons of ' ft)lii^ SbflH^ 
being defired to be nominated to join with them a^^CAxn- 

i.>^Jt««ve^tM hmr^ at W Society' #hm*«te'-^l(M)« 
were there. ■ 
^ Who came from the Correfponding Society ? -' -^ - 

w/t No — I never &w them before in my fife. ' 
.<,Y ^. ... • Was 



( 316 ) 

^ Was there any body appcAtti bf ynr Sodctjr t6 mm 
ihem as a Committee of C( M >pcn tt ioi>' ■ ' W cfc 70a «or of 
them? 

A. Iwa»twe~l nuderftood ir oio Committeetif JehgMSoB, 
By whom were yoy pffopofUr ' • 

A. I think by Mr. Horne I'ookt. 

You afterwards met i 
^. Yes. 

Did you propofe anybody f 
jf. Na 

^* \^rere you preieiii when die report of diefe Delegates wv 
fnade, on the iithof April, I794f 

A I believe not— I do not remember; 

j^. Were you appointed one of the Commicicc of Com- 
Ipondencef 

A. I was one of the Delegates— dsat is all Aat I HiiilillnW 
^ Appointedon tteitday, the iith of April! ' . 
A Yes. . • i r. 

Was there befides that, a Committee of Coml^HAeMeel 
A. That I cannot tell — was- of the GomnriMrVJDe- 
legation. - 

Mr. miffam'Shirpi,'' • 

Crofii-cxamined by Mr. Totie. ^ 

J^. Mr. Sharpe— the [rntlrinrn wilin hij[f| riH;]if|f» ji ■ 
wttncfe appear to have as good an opaaiott of jffu Ipsvc^ 
It is laid that I nominated you to ibme delcgation-nOd'jm 
iMrtiKldidicbecaufelhada^Qodopoi^ 

A* Yes« " 
I bdieve you have often heard me Ijpealc "V*^ 
upon die di0creoc (iibjccls thai hafve been .J^jF^T. 

^. Yes. , . 

You may, or may iiot» l)ivr..]H9id 1 
odier £iy, diat I would radier bo fovcnKd by St jaacs*S| ' 
St. Giles's? , ...-.r. 
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- Ai Yet*^I reitembar it very well, 
j^. Ifiuicy yra laveafimbctnmmyluMle 
^ Yes- 

^ I -Miare our tcqtaialiiice fivft begim widi tfie wifli 
that I hjd, thit you fhouid VuA my two daughters to en- 
grave ? 

^. Yes. 

^ I believe you have aflifted tbm in that way i 
A. I have- 

^ Youhave been very conftandy, in the fiimmer tim^ liip* 
pofe, inmyhoufe? 
■ A. Ye»-I have. 

^ You have worked diefeyourfelf? 

A. I have. 

Sii You have engraved much there f 
A Ye$. 

^ PofEbly yw can lell in what manner Xlive^ mi hon^my 
fiunily it ordered and diredcd ? 

^ PiilMp^yM ImowtfMl Mahoffe tn 

X>0 yMi fWftcdbft ngr adifV out upon it ? 
A Iteu 

^ MilMi9dy cMi widb nci» 
OflDe ill tifoyiBtrf f 

^ DM I tMT «A pntfile mjp 

4b%»? • • • ^' 

IiM»ii«i4»]fM Mieve ia (wo yein r 
^ 1 4» Bat Miff* jMivsdked oat above twice, 
ia VwMIr tdl nMdhc^' }' biNv ^Bodk tiOM|i>^'iif 'tiie 
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A Generally in your gzxiitnv,93^ yfi^ 
employed in l<^i(ii^rOyefL Qlfl ^^^^^(j^ fijggg^ iiy ygy great 
work, and writing, and playing at whift. * y \ 

mous, lettpTi, dixtiki, tcf 4iierfr9p> JK^ » /p<i rf ffg ;» ;icpy » 

Mr. Paine ? ' * - 

J. Yes, I do^ .V 
j^. WhatwaS;doi)cwitlvit$ ^.::f? O;* a^ I'-a ' 

A Put into" the fire. " ^. , ; * 

^. Was the letter. 10- Mr.Painc 91^^ v 
^. No, you would not open it ; it being a% gacpjonons kt* 

ter, you told mc to witncfs that you put it iqtQi .^wC'^lboul 

opening it. . . . -v.:: • .. 'f ^' ;^ 

Can you rccollcdl on the 15th of May, ^.49||f« I 

was apprehended, where you dinc^^^. i , . , ^. ...,4./ ^..Y • , 
>/. 'Yes, in Spital-fquare* .^jy i 

^ Canyou reqpll^.aay^itf^ 

thereat the dinner ? m fii * 

A, Yes, there was a converiation about a l ^^t tetrffli^Mrt 

Joyce tt you, which I^ugi^r8aiPhtf :>«MKSP«^^ > 
Do you know that I ever received any lettey^p^^jilr- 

Joycc, in my life ? . j^.jj.^ filU»»ti «»tff cc^ ttC ^\ 
^. You did you had not received any, Jt 
You do not know that I had? ^AAO ^ 

^. I do not know that you everj^flgj^my ^i.'!^»iiK 
J^. Do you know that I ever wrotf^)^i\j|f|? j|| M^|fe{ft 
^. You are very backward at writing letters, I fhquifP^ibk 

Were you informed of the fubjeft of that lettei^fy \ , 
A Yes, that letter was alluding to the red hn'Ifcumpuj^jHi 
to be extracts made from the red book, n jg^^jf^pg \H rj and 
penfions which Mr. Pittand bi& £uii^^|;^E^|^|^g||p|l||| 
— Mr. Joyce called upofi •0^ftbc..4i^jJja4^4yjNiWriEA pRr.^' 
told^che had feyt aJcttier C(f)'^jf|p.^(|N|i Mt^J 
was taken up, and dcfired you to be ready at Spitalfl^Uhtfin 
Thurfday next, with thoic extracts, j^^^ 5l;;,j 
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Do you recolIc£l the ftory being mentioned at the dinner^ 
and coniiderably laiighed itV' ' ' ' ' » 

J. It was. .. * 

J^. Do yon retrfenibef oAe cxprefeoit fetter *Wis— ^ Is 

it poiEble t(l ke l«ady by i|%^ld»t ^^ 

^. I remember that was talked of at dinner. 

^ You recolleft the interception of this letter being' niuch 
tdked ofat Al]V^dinnfrr • » . ' .** 

jf. Yes. ^ . . 

Wbid^'Mrdniained the horrible plot nftf taking ifrom the 
Court Calender a lift of large fmecure places and penfions enjoyeA 
by Mr.Pitt, his &milyantf'<&tatoire^F ^ - ' ' 

• jf. Yti ■; V . V . 

Mr. ToBh. I aikthcie queftions, becaMe l'ti^K^Ti^-lt'wai for 
du^-pM-drikl I waiVt)prefceiuied' ikntt day^f^iirtercepted 
letter is in Court have I a right to aflc for tts^yoMIHcnl ' . • 

Lord Chiifjujlice Eyre. If there is a letter whiA » '-iii the 
hand^o/ cKb QUficersp of-* die CrbiM'that ^p(M«r^ tr<you-\o be 
neceilary for your defthd«{,*le ie Afe* you «iay ctfll fiffdiithem t# 
produce it. ■ > 

Al(v-^l^**r«ieiil Tor the •'{>ur^oftjGtf thisr'C)M»'^inifia« 
tion? / -^^Ji ' ■ 

Lord Chief Jujlici Eyre. To be fure> if they haf^^t, 'Aey 
wiUprodiiceiti^lf^iV'V^lttfeV&om Mr: Joyce^ X^^i^ to be 

llMfiSffM^b)^ ffbih'Ktr. .Jo]rce't<yme^ ihter^ 
ttptj; -.i . t: - ■ •■ . /r. :. f ..-../ 

"^lirS-aft^JuJlkt E/re, -TKat isj- there was ii* ix»i!r^r<aifM 
that Aich a thing had happened. - ' ' " 

- Mrm f«#l<r A gireat deal more than thift-— lafmnfolmed, konk 
pretty gpod authority^ that a ktter was intercepted^ whidi OiouU 
have caoi^^by the^ poft to me, on the Wcdnefflayprevioot to 
niy apprdienfioD— that it .was J?.rp4uced before the Privy Coun** 
ciiy and the fubjedl of very ferious cj^unina^on ; that great 
ala^my and great apprehenfions, were dhtertaincflfirodi ' t£e par- 
tfcukr way of Slcordin^ that letter— and it is for* the purtx^Te of 
yui crofi-eSaixunatioa tfak I wi& to hare that letter pr6<uiced. ' 
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^ Atacd €vtry thing thcjr could lay hands on— <^ry> U it pol^ 
« fiUc to gel ready bjrThurflay? Yoiir's^ 

« J. JOYCE.'' 

Addrefled, « /• i/. Tm*/, 



Air. Tooke. Do you know, by converlation with Mr. Joyce, 
what it was I was tobcready withby Thurfday ? 

A. The cxtrads ftom the red book, of the emoluments diat 
Mr. Fitt and hts fiunily derived from the public. 

Lwi CSufJuftUc Eyre. Who was to make diotc extiafis? 

^. Mr. Tooke was to make the eitraAs. 

Mr. Tnli. In your paflage Iodine at Mr.Pearfim^ in Spit* 
laI4quare| did you fee any U^t horfe ? 

A. Yes, I (aw the laft pa6 the window ; I was fitying Aere 
were (bme light horfe*, I looked through, and fiiw the laft. 

Was it undcrftood, or had you any reafim to fuppoiey ftat 
thefe light horfe were fent in confequence of die iiilerceplion of 
this letter, containing this horrid trcafbn ? 

A. I underftood lb, dial die army was out 

£«rd Chief JujHce Eyre. What rcalbfi had you to underftand 
that ? 

A, A perlbn came and told me, diat there went to ^pitalfields 
fome light horfe that day. I enquired of amilitury gc^lleman, a 
day or twoafter, and be £ud there was an ocder came the night 
before, for diem to be diere. 

Mr. Tnie. Do you know, of your own knowledge thai Ibt 
die two years hft paft I was always very defirous that nothing 
fikould be done at die Society ; that nothing important fliould be 
done 1 

A. I cannot tell. 

Do you know, of your owa knowkdge» dial I was defi- 
rous of very long adjournments ? 

A. Yes, I heard perfons complain againft long adjoummtms ; 
andl underftood you was the perlbn complained againft 

4^ Do you knowdiat I wifhed to ftayat homci and not to go 
freqiiottly to London ? 

A. You 




t 

^fiudTOudid not «ii4f1ilie^^«inf'ji^ Went aiA- 

to make it death for me 

A. I have heard diatk. 'in 



'A'YoU iiWNit* e«prtfl«l i'#atftrftrurig-ta your g^fl 




jg. Were you a member cf.tbe dub dat'jfinU Mr 

J^'boifimrecbhe^^^^ 




tjvonoun 



aety to wmoi you bdoingedr ^ . n^ii.^ 

the troulilc to reiJ what hzd pmoit """^ - '$ 9f 

bsn^tojii^Uj^r t9 others in youi* 'ffnfg^^to^re^ 

tun a^urnments o( the Society^ ii^Ea^l^90^^^^ ^!^^ 




V 4. Wbctbir ail the members jof -^^— 

Infbjmationy at leaft when you met^SEmt were^<^ 
nf thinking? 

Did they frequently deba^ i^ul'conjtra^^^eac^ 
J V*.« • tf"^' : •^"• 

Do yxni cvi^i: remfmber juir fiidi thing aiS; a Scoct G»7 
tottec xq ttat Society f ' • n 

if. No> never. . " , • 



% 
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Can jrou recolle£l frequent mention being made ot cor* 
tefpondents in different places, when there were none ? 

y/. Yes^ I remember hearing joking about that. 

^ In Ireland, France^ and Stotland, do you remember Com^^ 
mittees of CorrefpondenCe being appointed frequently t 

J. Yes- 

Do you remember their meeting ? 

You were of k Committee of Cotte^pon^enCe 6nce or 

twice? 

if. I do not know only this laft one; I never met any but this 
laft one. 

^ Do you recoiled any reafon being ^ven) why you were 
nominated by me to be of the Committee of Correfpondence? 
I underftood you had a good opinion of me. 

^ Do you recoUe6l what my opinions were relative toXlni- 
verfal Suffrage ? 

J. O yes, you were againft that i 

Mr. Tooie. It is hard upon me to be compelled, in order to 
get at the fads, to afk, in this crofs-examination, as if I thought 
thefe diings Were crimes \ I diink them not, but I put the fiiSs 
from myfelf, that I may not have to encounter the abilities of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, who perhaps will prove tfiele 
things to be crimes ; otherwife, in my own mind, I think them 
to be no crimes— Have you ever heard me fay any thing againft 
the Conftitution of diis Country, by King, Lords, and Com^ 
mons? 

J. Never, you always fpoke for it. 

^ Do you. recollcA whether I was for fending Del^ates to 
the Britiih Convention, in Scotland, or not i 

A I cannot tell, for I came in late that mght that it was pro« 
pofed. 

Do you recoiled any difpute upon that fubjed bttwien 
ine and anybody elfe i 
A* I cannot remember* 

Did you, at any time in ^ year 1793, receive letters 
Vol. I. A a luQ 
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full of enquiries, whether I was not bribed and penfianed tj dbe 

Court? 

jf. I received letters from the Country, de&iing to know from 
me, being intimate with you, wbetber the reports were mic^ 
that you were bribed, that you had a .penfionfrom Ae Court, 
that you had deferred the caufe of liberty, they wanted to kaow 

from me. 

J^. Do you know what was the reaibn of fuch a report? 

jf. On account of your (^pofiiig the bufioeft of tbe Scoldi 

Convention. 

^ Do yourecdlei^diekcterwhkhl wrotefcrafubferiptioa 

for Mr. Sinclah- ! 

jt, 1 do not remember that. 

j^. Can you remember whether I dtftingaillied between aftft- 
ing a man to do a thing, and affifting him after he bad done 
what I diflilccd, becaufe he was unfortunate I 

A, Yes, that I remember very wclL 

You have dined at my houfe I believe femetkiics oaaSnday? 

A, Yes. 

j^. What was my cuftom, with regard to my Sundsj I 

A* Employment as ufual on die other days, esKepC bavii^ 

friends to dinner. 

^ Had I always company on a Sunday ? 
A. Generally. 

J^. At what time did they ufuaUycome ? 

A, I believe between the hours of two and four. 

^ About what time did they ufually go ? 

A, Some went at fix, others at fevcn or eight o'clock. 

Was all the converfation open and public ? 
A. Yes. 

Did any ixv^vA of mine bring any body he pleafcd^ whc# 
ihcr I knew him or not ? 
A. Some did. 

Did you confider yourfelf at libert)' to do fo ? 
A. Yes, and made ufe of that liberty. 
J^. Did any dangerous or improper converfation, as £ir asyoa 
know, ever pafs at my table? 

3 A. I , 
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A. I do not rememb^ any; it was all tlie ufual converfation 
that pafles at other tables. 

You have dined with me often upon a Sunday, with num« 
bers of other perfons^ both political perfons, and perfons who did 
not trouble their heads with politics, I believe ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Have you ever heard me fay that if there was trouble in 
this country I fuppofed myfelf (hould be one of the firft 
viftims ? 

A. Often. 

^ Have you ever heard me give the reafbn why I thought 

fo? 

A. YeS) becaufe you would oppofe any mifchievous cbu«' 
ra£lers« 

^ Was it becaufe I have already oppofed all parties ?' 
A, Yes ; I remember your making ufe of fome ftrong ex^ 
prefEonS) that if you was execrated by all the world, what you 
• conceived to be your duty you (hould do. 

Did you dine at the meeting of the anniveriary on die 2d 
of May, 1794? 
A. Yes. 

Can you recolle£l the fubftance of what I then (aid ? 
A. No; I only got a word or t^ being at the bottom of 
the room. 

Did you hear at the bottom of die room that I gave a 
warning to the company not to miftake the obje^l of their 
cenfure ? 

A. I did not hear it. 

^ Do you remember that I was inylelf pretty feverely abufod 
at that meeting? 

A. I only heaurd Aat you made an ariftocratic fpeech. 

Lord Chief Jkfikt Eyre. Was that the converiation in Ae 
room ? 

A. Yes; Cortrerfition in die room« and afterwards. 
Mr. Tooke. Was it a difficult matter to be admitted a me mb tt 
of the Society for Conftitutional Information ? 
A. A very eafy matter. 

A a a ^ Wcrtt 
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Were there many refufecl, who were willing ta be men* 
bers, in the courfe of the two years that you were a member i 
A. Very few as I rccolledl. 

j^. Was I remarkably diligent, or remarkably cardefi, about 
the bufinefs of that Society ? 
A. I thought you was carelefs, 

^ Do you believe that the profeffions which I made for a 
Reform in the Houfe of Commons^ in die method of deftion^ 
were a pretext, or my real fentiments ? 
A. Your real fentiments. 

Have you any ftrong reaibn to believe lb ? 
A* I have great reafon to believe fo; you fidd every thing 
would be right if the Commons Houfe was iettled acoording to 
the principles at the Revolution. 

Have you reafon to believQ that I preferred die Goran- 
ment of England to die Government of France ? 
A. You preferred it becaufe you liked it yourfelf* 
j^. You do not know to what degree I liked it? 
Na 

4^. Was you ever taken into cuftody ? 
A. Yes, by a pcrfon with a warrant from the Secretary of 
State. 

What was the caufe I 
^ I do not know; it was faid " treafonable prances." 
^ Were you alone in cuftody ? 
A. Yes. 

What did you fuppofe to be the objeS of the Society for. 
Conftitutional Information ? 
A, A Parliamentary Reform. 

^ Did you think they had any odier objeA in view? 
A. No; the name exprefled the obje£l :~I underftood fo. 
J^. Did you think any of them intended to ufe force? 
A. No ; I never faw ;uiy thing of the kind. 

Had you any reafon to fufpedl that of any of the mem- 
bers? 

A. No. 
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Was It ever the fubjed of coiivcrfation among any of 
the members ? 
A. No. 

I beliere yon was of the Committee of Co-operation ? 
A. I really do not know, diere are fo many names. 

You was to co-operate with ibme of the members of the 
Correfponding Society, and to co-operate, it fays in fome of the 
papers, for a great end — What was the great end ? 
A. A Parliamentary Reform. 

Did I ever attend any of thoic Committees ? 
A. No. 

Do you remember at any time any of thofe aflbciated 
members (I think they are called) from the Societies at Shef- 
field, at Norwich, and other places, ever attending the Society 
for Conftitutional Information ? 
A. No, I do not remember. 

Their names were put in the book, but you do not re- 
colIe£^ that they ever attended ? 

A. No ; I paid fo little attention fometimes. 
J^. Do you recolIc£l a hundred thouiand copies of fomething 
(I do not know what) being ordered to be diftributed among 
the correfpondents in Great Britain and Ireland. 
A, I remember hearing of fuch a circumftance. 
Did you ever fee any of them ? 

J^. Then you do not know that diev were ever printed ? 
A. No. 

Do you diink they were printed ? 
A, I fhould ftippofe not. 

How much money do you think a hundred thou&nd 
copies of a flieet-full would coft ? 
A, I cannot (ay. 

j^. I beHeve you have fome peculiar ways of thinking of 
religion of your own ? 
A. I have my own ways. 

^ I do not want to enquire into them , but did you ever 
A a 3 hear 
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hear me confent to any attack npoa any eftaUifliiiient qf this 

Country, religious or civil ? 
An Never. 

^ Have you not always heard me tpaiL agunft DiQentm of 
every kind, civil and religious, for I do not confine it \ have 
you not conftantly and perpetually heard me defending cvciy 
eibbljflunent of the Country ftrenuoiifly, againft thole ipdio op? 

pofed it? 

A, Yes ; your only obje£l was a Reform in die Co rnmom 
Houfe of Parliament— that every thing would be lig^ if that 

was obtained. 

^ Did you fuppofe me a great bigot for the Cbiirdi of Eng? 
huid, or any other Church ? 

A. No^ I thought you had no religion at alL 

Do you mean, by having no religion at all| that I lal 

no preference f 

A. No preference \ that you were for letting every body en- 
joy their own. 

J^. But you do not fuppofe I would eat litde children widioat 
being drefied \ 
A. Na 

What was your fubfcription to Ac Sodety for Conflitu- 
tional Information ? 
A, A guinea a year. 

Jf any expenccs had been incurred befides the guinea that 
you fubfi:ribed, ihould you have thought }-ourfelf anfwerabiie for 
them ? 
A. No. 

^. If any member had done any aft widiout your concur* 
ing, and being a party in it, Ihould you have thought yourfelf 
anfwerable ? 

A. No. 

Then if I was guilty of Trealbn, you would not have 

thought yourfelf liable, as a member of that Society, to be ap- 
prehended for treafoiiable praftices — that is, till you was ap- 
prehended ? 

A. No. 
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-A Na • ' - 

J^. Did you ever hear of fuch a S<)ciety as the Lumber 
Troop? 
A, I have« 

J^. Was you a member of it ? * 
A. Kever. 

J^. Did you ever hear that the firft of didr regulations is, 
diat every member of that Society has permiflion to knock 
down any bailiff, conftable, or watchman he pleafes f 

A^ No, I never dii 

Mr, Tookt. I did not mean to raife a laugh, I only meant to 
fliew the danger thefe gendemen run, 

Mr. Solidtcr General I did not objed to a great ded of 
this examination, 

Ltrd Chief JuJKce Eyre. A great deal X)f it, though not 
<}uite flridtiy corredl, certainly goes materially to the defence. 

-Afr. Cbrijiopher Hmlly (fworn.) 

Examined by Mr. GMrr§w» 

Were you a member of the Conftitutional Society ? 
A Yes. 

From what time were you a member ? 

^. I do not immediately recoiled ; I believe from fi>me time 
about the year 1791* 

J^. Have you continued fo till the preient time ? 

A. I have continued a member till the prelent moment. 

^ Were yoiji preibit at a meeting on the axft of March 
laft? 

A. I cannot tell; I do not recoiled any date whatever. 
^ Do you remember being prefent at any time when, a re- 
port was made from a Committee of Correfpondence ? 
A. No, I was not. 

Were you prefent at the appointment of any Committee ? 
I do not recoiled. 

Have you ever heard of a Committee called a Committee 
pf Conference ? 

A. I do not recoiled to have heard of it till this moment. 

A a 4 ^ Have 
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^ Have you heard of a Cociiinittec of Cor refp bndcoce ? 

J. I have : I wifli to know what diat Committee of Car* 
refpondence was ; if it is the Committee for vdiidi thefe GoKi 
tiemen are indited, I never heard of it till I (aw it in die 

indi£fanent. 

^ I know no other defcriptioa of it AaQ a Cooinuttee of 
Correfpondence ? 

I do not know whether I heiur4 of that Commttt^ m die 
Society. 

Were you prefent at any meeting of die Society when 
^y Comoiittee was appointed for any purpole i 

J. I do not recoiled diat ever I was, except one I W9S upoiv 
^ For what purpofe was that Coawiittee appointed ? 
jf. I cannot tell. 

^ Do you know a perfon of the name of Joyce ? 
J. 

^ Do you remember being prefent at any meeting in the 
month of April, recently, before you were examined before the 
Privy Council — being prefent at any meeting when Joyce was 
in the chair ? 

J. I recoUeft Mr. Joyce in the chair at the dinner} I do not 
recoiled him in the chair at any meeting of the Society. 

I afkcd you whether you were prefent at any time whm 
^y Committee which had been previouQy appointed made a 

report ? 

jf. I do not remember being prefent when any Coomitta 

made any report, nor I don't believe I was. 

Nor bciiig prefent when any report was read ? 
J. No, I do not recoiled it. 

J^. Do you recoiled propofmg a Geqtleman of the name of 
Dubarry tq be a member I 
J. Yes. 

^ Do you rcmcmbpr when diat was i 
A, No, I do iiot. 

Mr. Garrow. As you cannot recollect any dates, I won't 
trouble you with any more queftions. 

2 Mu 
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Mr. S§licitcr General^ (to Mr. Lavzun.) Where did jai» 
find this paper ? 

A. I found d)i9 paper in Mn Hardy's houfe. 
{ExtraSfs were read from the Rep&rt of the Committee of Con^ 
Jlitutim of the London Correfponding Society. — A^^ date,) 
[Fide Hardy's Trials vol. 2, page 127.] 



Mr. Solicitor Gemral There is no date to the paper which 
has been juft read, and I cannot afccrtain the date of it anj 
Dtherwife than by the time when the Committee were appointed. 

^ (to Mr. Gurneli) Will you lay vAcre you found chii 
paper? 

A. I found it in the delk of Mr. Hardy. 
Mr. Solicitor General. This is the appointment of Mr. Felix 
Vaughan to be a Delegate to the Committee for prepariiig this 
Conftitution i codorled 30th of April, 1792. 

{It was read.) 
{Vidi Hardy's Trials vol. z. page 126.] 



Mr. Solicitor General. We (hall now read a letter to the people 
of France, from Mr. Paine, which was printed by the Londoi) 
Correfponding Society; and of which your Lord(hip may re« 
collcft diey fent two hundred copies to the Conftitutional So- 
ciety. 

j^, (to Mr. Gurneli.) Did you find this paper any where ? 
A. This I found in Mr. Hardy's boule. 

(Letter of Thomas Paine to the people of France^ puhlified and 
dijlrihutedj gratis^ by the London Correfponding Societyy dated 
farisy September as^by Pirjl Year of the Republicy read.) 

\yidi Hardfs Trialy voL a. page 9 J 
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FOR THE PRISONER. 



T-]}€ Honourable Thomas E&IUWB. 

Gentlemen tf the Jury^ 

When I compare the ntuation in ^ich, not many days agOiI 
ftood up to aildrers myi'elf to a Jury in this plai^ wilh tint 
which 1 now occupy — When I refled upon the emodons which 
at that time almoft weighed and prefled me down into the earAi 
widi diore which at this moment animate and fuppoit me^l 
fcarcely know how to bear myfcl^ or in vrtiat manner tOGondnd 
my caufc. 

I ftood up here, Gentlemen, upon die firft trial, not alone in* 
deed, but firmly and ably fupported by mj honourable^ excel* 
lent, and learned friend, whofe affiftance I ftill have-^ 

[//*r/ Mr. Erjkine was interrupted with the nai/e meuU iy fmt 
workmen^ which the Court ordered to hi Jioft^ ecaii vnUeb 

being dofUy he proceeded,] 

Genilcmcn, I am too much ufed to public lUe to he at all 
difconccrtcd by any of thefe little accidents, and, indeed, I am 
' rather glad that any interruption gives me the opportunity of re- 
peating a fcntiincnt fo very dear to me — ftood up herc^ not 
alone, but ably and manfully fupported by this excellent fiieod^ 
who now fits by mc ; yet, ujider circumftances of diftreft anl 
agitation, which no ai&ftance could remove, aidl which I even 
now tremble to look back upon. I appeared in tfiis place as the 
rcprefentativc of a poor, lowly, and obfcure mecfaanicy knowa 
oi)ly, of courfc, to perfons in equal obfcurity with himlidf $ yet^ 
in his name and perfon, had to bear up againft a preflUre which 
no advocate in England ever before had to contend with, for die 
moll favored or powerful fubjeft. I had to contend, in Ac firft 
place, againft the vaft and extenfive — ^but, after the verdift 
which has been given, I will not fay the c^ujhing influence qf 
the Crown of England. I had to ftruggle, from the' very la* 
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ture of die cafe, with that deep and foliJ intereft which every 
^ood fubjed takes, and ought to take, in the life of the Chief 
Magiftrate appoimed to execute the laws ; and whof? fafety is 
fo infepanUy canne£led with the general happincfs, and the fta« 
bility of the Government I had further to contend with an in- 
ured more powerful and energetic — with that generous and be- 
nevolent intereft, founded upon affeclion for the King's perfon, 
)vbich has fo long been, and> I truft, ever will remain the cha- 
raderiftic of Engliflimen. Thefc prepofleffioas juft in thero- 
felves, but connected with dangerous partialities, would, at any 
timey have been fufficiently formidable ; but at what feafon had 
I to contend with them ? I had to contend with them when a 
ploud of prejudices covered every perfon whofe name could be 
mentioned or thought of in the courfe of my defence — ^prejudices 
not only propagated by honeft, though miftaken, zeal, but fo- 
mented by wickednefs beyond the power of language to give 
any idea of— and all dire£led againft the Societies of which the 
prifoners were members, only becaufe they had prefumed to do 
what thofe who profecuted them had done before them In other 
times; and from the doing of which they l^ad raifed their 
fortunes, and acquired the very power to profecute and op. 
prefe. 

I had to contend too with all this in a moft fearful (nloni 
firhen the light and humanity, even of an Englitb public, wat 
with no certainty to be reckoned on — when the face of the eartl| 
was drawn into convuliioQS-^^hen bad men were trembling for 
what Qught to foIlow> good men for what ought not— nand 
ivhen all the prmciples of our free Conftitution, under the 
dominion of a delufive or wickedly infufed terror, (eemed to be 
trampled under foot, Gentlemen, when we refleS, however, 
upon the iqifnd principles of the law of Englanc)^ and the ex* 
alted hiftory of its juftice, I might, under other circumftances, 
have looked even thofe accumulated dangers in the face. There 
would have ftill remained that which is paramount to the ordi- 
)iary law, and die correfbr of its abufes : there would ftill have 
jrmained that great tribuiud,. raiied by the wifdom of our anccf- 
fors, for t)ic Alport of the people's fights ^ tjiat uibunal which 
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kas made dis law idcif, and which Ins pm me jm to look at— 
char t.-^bunal, which from agt to age has been the champioa of 
public liberty, and which has b ka^ and fii ofin been phmed 
before it as a (hicld in the dar of troublo— But looidiig to dot 
quarter, ir.ilead of this friendly Ihicld of die fiibjeQ^ I fiNind a 
ibarp arJ d-cft.oying fword in die hand of an enennjr. The pio* 
ceding Commons vr2s itielf the acciiier of my dicol^ and aAed 
as a Solicitor to prepare the vcrj briefr Ibr At p wiftcuti o n ; I 
am not making comphints, but dating die fiifii as Aej cadftedL 
'Vhc very briefe, I iav, without whidi my learned Fncnds (ai 
they ihemfelTes agree} could not have travelled dunon^ Aecaufe^ 
were prepared by the Commons of Great Britain^ came befve 
the Jurb' ftampcd widi all its influenoe and audbori^, praoeded 
by proclamations, and the publications of a uth or i t aU Ye rqnriSi io 
e\'ery part of die kingdom, dot the bSucnce of die pnja^- 
ment might be co-extenTive with die ifland. 

I had, therefore, to contend with mi unpeadment, widioat 
thj jufKce belonging to fuch a proceeding.— When afidgefiis 
irr.pcached by the Commons of Ei^fatnd, he is not tried by a 
Jury of his Country; Why ? — becaiife die benerolem iofthu- 
tior.:> of our wife forefathers forbad it. They confidered dbt 
v hen the Commons were the accufers, the Jury were dieaoca- 
itrrs alio, l^hey confidered die Commons in P^itmeni^ and 
the Co:rmons at large, to be one and the £ane thii^ dnugli 
one wo'Jiii think from the proceedings we are now capg ei kif 
ami every thing connected with them, diat diey had no oon- 
Dcctioii with one another , but that on the contrary the Houfeof 
Commons v^-as Iioiding out a fiege againft their cpnllitiaiSi and 
fupporiin? tlieir authority againft the privileges of die peqpki 
whofc rcpreicntatives they are and ought Co be. Upon an im- 
peachment befides, the Lords in Parliament upon dK fine 
principle becomes a criminal court of juftice for all the fubjefls 
of England. A common man is not forced before that high 
uflcmbly, but ^ies to it for refuge^ becaufi?, as Mr. Juftice 
Blackl^one well cxprelTes it, all the reft of the nadon is fup- 
pufcd, by the law, to be engaged in the profecution of their 
rcpreilntatives* But did. die Lords in Parliament fiand in dnC 

fituadoa 
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fitiuition in the cafe of the prifoncrs at diis bar? Though not 
formally arraigned before the great men of the rcahn, could 
they look up to them for countenance and fupport ! Gentlemen, 
the Lords united themfelvet with the Commons in the accufa^ 
tion, and, like the Commons, prejudged the caufe by the publi- 
cation of reports, which contain the whole mafs of the crinii^ 
nating evidence^— 

I had, befides all this, to wade through a niais of matter be* 
yond the reach of the human underftanding to difentangle or 
comprehendi and which no flrength of body could communicate 
if underftoodi a Ikuation ib new and unparallelled in the 
(Timinal juftice of the Country, that the Judges were obliged 
to make new experiments upon our legal Conftitudon, to- in- 
vent the means of trial : I go along with the dccifion of the 
Court as to die adjournment, though I wave no privilege for 
my client ; but what (hall we by of a decifion which nodiing;^ 
but ncceffity could have juftified^ which ftartt up for the firft 
time in the year I794f after the Conftitution has endured for 
fo many centuries'; and which brings the Judges of the land in 
oonfultation together, to confider how by device, indulgence, or 
confent, or how at laft by the compulfion of authority, they 
inight be able to deal with a cafe, which had not only no parallel, 
but nodiing even analogous to it in the records or traditions of 
pur Country. 

I had laftly to contend, with all that array of ability and learn- 
ing whidi is now before me, though with this confolation, that 
the contention was with honourable men. It is the glory of 
die Englifli Bar, that the integrity and independence of 'M 
members, is no mean fecurity of the fubje£l. ' 

When in ^ght of all this mighty, and feemingly infuperabler 
preffure^ I recoUe^l that an humble, obfcure> and lowly indi- 
vidual was not merely acquitted, but delivered with triumph 
from die dangers which furrounded him; when I call tomindf 
that his deliverance was fealed by a verdict, not obtained by 
cabal, or kg^ artifice, but fupported by principles, which every 
many who has a heart in his bofom, muft af^rove, and which 
accordingly has obtained the moft marked and public approbsihi 

lionj 
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can hardly find him out in the mafs of matter whicK has been read: 
to you. One is obliged to fearch for him through the proceed- 
ings, and with difficulty can find his name; whilft others to 
whom I owe a fimilar attention, and who ftand behind for trial- 
are undoubtedly implicated in part of that which has been fruit- 
lefsly read againft him. It is this alone which obliges me at all 
to confider the quality of the tranfa£lions before you, and to 
apply diem to the law; left aflluned faiSts, and erroneous doc- 
trines (hould meet me at another time, and in another chara£ler, 
touching in their confequences the fafety of the other prifoners, 
and of the whole people of this land. 

The firft thing we have to confider in this, as in all other 
trials, is the nature of the accufation. What are we here about } 
For to fay the truth, it is a little difficult at firft view to find it 
out. It is the glory of the Engliih law, that it requires even in 
Ac commoneft cafes {a fortiori in a cafe of blood) the utmoft 
precifion of charge, and a proof correfpondingly precife. Hit- 
ting the bird in the very eye ; ftri<Slly conformable, not merely 
to the fubftance of the crime, but to the accufing letter. 
l#et us fee, therefore, what the charge is 
When I had the honour to difcufe this fubjed before, it was' 
to another Jury, and, indeed, to another Court ; for I now fee- 
on the bench an honourable and learned Judge, who was not* 
then prefent: fome of you alio. Gentlemen, moft probably^ 
were in the way of hearing, and of receiving an impreffion: 
from the able addreis of the Attorney General^ in the intro^ 
dudion of Mr. Hardy's Trial ; for ycni were bound to be pre*' 
jfent in Court when the Jury was called, and it is nor to be 
fiippofed, that after having difchargedi on that day, your duty^ 
to the public by. a painful attendance, you would continue it ia 
order to hear the defence widi which you had no manner o£ 
concern. If you come, therefore, with any bias upon your 
minds from the fituation you were placed in by your duties, it* 
mitft be abias againft me ; for you heard every thing on one* 
fide^ and nodiing upon the other : it becomes my duty, diere^ 
^brcy to go over again the iamc arguments which I employed 
WferCf tbougb fome of you are not yet recovered from the* 

fatigue 




my&lf ; but neverthelcfs) irkfomc as it is, it muft be performed : 
I am not pUced here to cftablifli a reputation for Ijpeaking, nor 
to amul'e others with the novelty of difoourfei Imt to defend 
innocence, and to maintain the liberties of 0iy country* 

Gentlemen, the charge is this— 

l^hc indictment dates, «^ I'hat all the prifoners (wi§fg wmet 
I Jhall bereajter enumetate^ whiH / €§me U remark mpm tie 
ey'tdmci) intending to excite infurredUan, rdiellionf and war' 
^ againft the King, and to fubvert the Rule and Govemmem cf 

the Kingdom, and to depofe the King from his Royal State 
** and Government of the Kingdom, and to bring and put the 
^ King to death — Malicioufly and traitoroufly, and with foice^ 
^ did, amongft themfelves, and together with other &Ue tnutors, 
" confpirc, compais, and imi^ine to excite infurreftioni rebdlion^ 

and war againft the King, and to fubvert die Legillature^ Ruli% 
" and Government of the Kingdom, and to depofe the King 
^ from the Ropl State and Government of the Kingdom, AND TO 

" BRING AND PUT OUR SAID LoRD THE KiNG TO DBATH." 

This is the whole charge — But as it is an offence wiiidi has its 
feat in the heart, the Treaibn being complete by the uncon« 
fummated intention, it is enaded by pofitive ftatute, and was in^ 
deed the ancient practice upon the general principles of Engldh 
law, that he who is accufcd of this crime, which confifts in the 
Livifible operations of the mind, fliould have it diftin^y <fif> 
cloi'ed to him upon the fame record) what a&s the Crown iiH 
tends to eftablifh, upon the trial, as indicative of the Treafim;* 
which a£ts do not conftitute the crime, but are chaiged upon the 
record, as the means employed by the prifoner to acoompliA 
the intention againft the King's life, which is the Treaibn under 
tlic firft brajich of the ftatute. 

The record therefore goes on to charge, diat, ^ in order to^ 
^ fulfil, Y^xh&y and bring to efFe^l their moft evil and trea* 
^ fonable compaflings and imagiiutdons," [that is to faj^ the 
compajfwgs and imaginations ant€ctdcnily averredj viz, U Mwg 
and put the King to dcath^) they met, confulted, confpirod^ 
^ and agreed amongft themfelves, and others, to the Jurors un« 

know% 
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^ known, to caufe and procure a convention and meetihg of 
^ divers fubje^h of the Realm^ to be held and ailembled within 

this Kingdom/' Now, in order to elucidate the true effence 
of this anomolous crimci and to prevent Ae poffibility of con- 
founding the Treaibn with the ov£RT-acT| which is only 
charged as the manifeftation of ity-— let us paufe here a litde, 
and fee what would have been the confequence if the charge had 
iiniihed here, without further conneSing the overt-act widi 
the Treason, by diredly charging die Convention to have 
been afiembled for the purpose op bringing the Kino 
TO death. I fliall not be pat to argue that no proceedings 
could have been had upon fuch a defedive indi&nent $ fince 
conunon fenfe muft inform the mod unlettered mind, that merely 
to hold a Convention of the people^ which might be for various 
purposes, without alledging for WHAT purpose it was af- 
fembled, would not only not amount to High Treafixi, but to 
no crime whatfoever. The indi£linent therefore, of neceffity^ 
proceeds to aver, that ^ they confpired tohold.this Convention^ 
" WITH intent, and in order^ that the pirfins f§ t§ hi of- 
femhled at fuch Convention, and Meetings jhould and nighty 
^ wickedly and traitoroHjly, without and in defiance of the tftr- 
** thority, and againjl the will of the Parliament of this King-^ 
^ dom, fubvert, and alter, and caufe to be fubverted and cU 

tered, the Legiflature, RuU^ and Government of the King^ 
^ dom*** What then is the charge in this firft count of the in« 
di&nent, when its members are conneSed together, and taken 
as one whole / It is that the prifooer confpired, and confede- 
rated, with others, to fiibvcrt the Rule and Government of the 
Kingdom, and to depofe the King, and TO bring and put 
HIM TO DEATH; which laft of the three is the only eflential 
charge: for I (hall not be put to argue that the indidmenC 
would have been equally complete without the two formeri and 
wholly and radically defe£live without the Utter ; fince it has 
been, and will again be conceded to me, that THt COM« 
passing THE King's death is the gist of the indict- 
ment, WHICH nothing can ADD TO, AND THE OMISSIOH 

OF WHICH NOTHING CAN s\3'BfLY. The indidfanen^ diere<« 
Vot. h B b fore^ 
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ferev Raving charged the trattorow comp affi ngf proceftfe, m cob* 
fennity to the ftatutc, to ftate the aA dni^gcd to hmre becD 
coomiittcd in fuUiknent oi which jou obferve is not » 
armed aflbmbly to fcrize and dvftroy aYonfc the ptrfea of -the 
Kiiig^ but a conipiracy to tfffA the fame pvrpefe throng the 
viedium of a Convention v the iiidi£hiiCBt therefore charges iheir 
dtiig-n to affembie this ConventioiH mt as a ineetiiig t» pelhieD 
f(x the Refwtn of Parliament, or to delihente upon Ae grier- 
ances of the Caantry, but with the fixed and rooted intent m 
the mind, that this Con vcntioiiy when got togetfiery wt m er c i 
migh^ be its externa) pretext, flioiild depofe the King^ ahb 
t;jT HLM TO i>EiVTH. It i» impoffiMe dierefeie to fqpsrtie the 
members of this charge without deflrcqping its whole csBfleacr; 
b^raufe the charge of the oompaffing would be utteriy mid 
• without the overt-aA which the ftatoce requires to be charged ai 
the means employed by the prUbner to aceonijriiih tfae.Trcaftiv 
and becaufc no other can be reibrted to for its ^AMiflN 
mentv and the cwert-adi would be equally nugatory if fepanftd 
from the compafTuig, sitvcr the ovEHT-itCT dobs kot 

SUBSTANTIVELY CONSTITUTE THE TREASON WHEN SE- 
PARATED FROM THE TRAITOROUS PURPOSE OF THE 
MIND WHICH PRODUCED IT, BUT IS ONLY THE ntlRLE 
MANIFF.3TATION OF THE TRAITOROUS INTENTION, WHICH 
fS ADMITTED, ON ALL HANDS, TO BE THE CRIftlB; SDll 

your office, thercfore, GentlcDBcn— { / <iffj the wity or unfdmf 
or artlJUi rf niartj ta remove mi from the pofitiony^yoar sSb 
is to try whether the record, idifcparable as I have fliewn it tsk 
in its memberfi, be true, or false. Or^ to fum vp its cob- 
tents in a word^ whether the pritbiier cc^nfpired^ wiA others, to 
hold a Convention or Meeting, with the defign that, under 
made of Rcforin of Parliament, it (bould depoic the Ring froa 
his Royal Office, and destroy his life. 

TIktc arc li-veral other overt-adts charged in the indidfancBCy 
to which, however, yon will fee, at a glance, that the feme prin- 
ciple will uniformly aj>ply, fmce the compafling the dcadi of 
the King is alike the c harge in all of them ; the ovcrt-acis oniT 
dUfcriiig from one another, as tlic indictineut ' charges difltini 

aJi 
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ftds conneAed with the afiembling ^ Ms Conventioi)— ^ucb at 
how it was to be hdd-->who wtere to form Committees for pro* 
jc£tiiig its mecting^'-aiKl (b oi>-^which I do not particularize 
juft now, becaufe I fhall hnrc oecafion to conTider them diftin6tly 
when I come to the particulars of the evidefKre. There is one 
of the counts, however, that has been fo ftrongly relied on m 
argument, and to which fo large a portion of the evidence has 
been thought to apply, that it is neceffiiry, In this place, to at- 
tend to its ftrudiire. .1 mean the count which charges the cir- 
culation of papets. We have heard a great many of them read, 
tnd they will be a krflbn to me never again to defiroy old newf- 
papers^ as ufeleis wrappings, but to treafure them up as precious 
manufcripts for the dtlbovery of plots, and fecrets of confpirators : 
lor, with a very few exceptions, the whole of the written evidence 
^by which fo deep laid and deteftable a confpiracy, is fuppofed 
to have been deve]q>ed by the feieure of the perfons and cor- 
lefpondences of traitors—lias been to be found, for two years 
paft, upon the public file of every common newfpaper^ and re-*- 
tailed, over and over again, in every town and country maga- 
zine in the Kingdom; and that too with the implied confem of 
bis Majefly's Attorney General, who could not help feeing 
diem, and who never thought of profecuting any maA for their 
publication. Yet thefe fiud old newfpapers arc, on a fudden, 
colledbd tc^eAer, and their circulation charged as an overt-a6t 
of High Treafon againfl the honourable Gentleman before you; 
aldiough, with a very few and perfe&ly faarmlefi exceptions, it 
baa not been (hewn that he either wrote them, or publifhed 
Ocrn, or read them, or even knew of their exiilence. 

Bat fuppofing him to have been die author of all the volumes 
which have been read, let us examine how they are charged, ia 
order to mEt their circulation into Treafon. 

The indi£hnent ftates, that further to folfil their traitorous 
^ intention at af$rifaiJj** (referring t$ the ontecedent charge ^ 
€$mif effing in the former ceunt) ^ they malicioufly, and traitor-^ 
^ oufly, did compofe, and write, and caufe to be compofed and 
^ written, divers book^, pamphlets, letters, and inftruAions, 
^ purporting, and containing therein, amonfft o^r things, en* 

£ b 2 ^ couragements. 



the fuby.cis Of our fal^i Lord die Kjk, to cfaoo^ depate, 
fend, ar«i caufe 

^ De}?pres to comiv/? ^ conlKtwte taA CukifutfiUD as «/jrip- 
" /sf^ with the trautoroin purpofes afai Akf* ' glJicA £i egrui 
t9 he a nf^tnce ts ti:e iraztwrns fmrf§fts emwmermui zm fit 

attteccdent p<irt cf the ifuilciment. Hcre^ tlmdutCy let fade 
again, to review the fabftance of this ju.ii&tiuu. 

The charge, you obfen e, is kot the writiiig cf a libd, or 
iibcU; or fix their publication, or circuhtioii ; bat their ooapo^ 
fttion and circulation ti iffccl the frewuAmuif fn-€mmui 
TnafsH a^a'tnji the Kinfj A' v. This imtimimyin Aar trntb* 
*^'otij was accordinifly confidcred by the Court wkA fftinfllf 
aiid correctly, not only in the charge to die Grud Jvy, but 
upon the former trial, as the mereft matter of h£t vMdk ooold 
poffibly be put upon parchment ; totally difentangled finom cvtiy 
legal qualification. We are not, dierefdre, cxannimig w laihu 
thcfc papers which have been read, or any of tfaem, are libcb} 
but whether (whatever may be their criminal or ill^al cfmlibcs) 
they were written and circulated by men who, havii^ .pnde- 
tcrmincd, in their wicked imaginations, to depofe andfvt ta deaib 
the Kingy wrote and publifhed them to excite others to aid them 
in the accomplifhmcnt of that deteftable and traitorous con^nncy. 

There is another ovcrt-ac^, in which the publicatioii of the 
fame ppcrs arc charged^ which I only read to you to (hew the 
uniform application of the principle which obvioufly pcrvadei 
every branch and member of the indidment« It ftatesy that 
* the prifouers, in further fulfilment of the TreaTon esforefaH** 
(i. e# hy reference, the Treafon of PUTTING THt King TO 
death) and, in order the more readily and effeAuaUy toaf* 

fcnible fuch Convention and Meeting as aforeiaid, fir the 

traitorous purpofcs aforefaidy* (i. e. by reference^ the traitor- 
cus purpofe aga 'infi the life of the King) ** they compofcd, and 
" cAufcd to be compofed, divers books, pamphlets, &c. purport- 
" ing and containing, amongft other things, incitements, en- 
M couragcmcnts, ^nd exhortations, to move, induce, and per* 

fuade the fubjcfts of our (aid Lord thc.Kin^ to choofe, 

dc- 
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^ clq)ute, and fend, and caufe to be chofen, deputed -atfd fentf 
^ perfons as Delegates to compoTe fuch Convention and Meet-* 
^ ing as aforeiaid, to aid and aflift in carrying into efkSt Aich- 
^ traitorous^ fubverfive alteration and depofition as laft afore- 
^ iaid." So that this charge differs in nodiing from- the former.. 
For it is not that criminal pamphlets ivere publi(he4 but that 
they who publiihed diem haying wicl(.edly and maliciouily coa- 
ireived in their minds, and fet on foot a confpiracy wholly to 
overthrow and fubvert the Government, to depofe, and to put /# 
iUath the King, publiihed them for the exprefs purpofe of ex- 
writing others to join them in the accom{di(hment of their 
Treafon. It does not charge die publication of libellous nfiatter, 
which peradventure, or even in all probability, might es^cite 
others to triginate [uch a confpiracy; but to excite others to 
gffift in the accompliihment of : one already hatched in the mind 
and intenrion of the prifoner. 

Gendemen, I ihould not further enlarge upon matter which 
fippears to be fo felf-evident, more efpecially as I perceive that 
I have the aflent pf the Court to the meaning and conftruAion 
pf the indi^fanent as I have ftated it, were it not diat on 
fhe former tri^ it was dire^y queftioned by the Solidtor 
General^ in an argument which I cannot poffibly reconcile 
>vith any one principle or precedent of EnglUh law, I am 
perfuad^dtha; he will notconiider this obfervatioi) as a p^rfqnal 
attack upon his integrity, or any depreciation of his profcffional 
learning, for both of whlph I have always h^ a great refped. 
When the mind has long been engaged upon a particular fub-» 
jed, and has happened to look at it in a particular point of 
view, it is its natural infirmity to draw into the vortex of its 
own id^ whatcYcr it can lay hold of, hpwever unfuited to 
^ir fupport I cannot account upon any other principle for 
|he dqftrim^ maintained by fq very learned a perfon, in his late 
reply in this place; a doArine fo extraordinary, diat I would 
fM venture to quote it frgm my own memory, and which I 
^all, therefore, read tQ you from the note I have been fur^ 
fii/}^^ yrid) by my learned friend who fits near me A dofbinq 
^ Mr. Gumcy. 
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Ac fifety of mj Coui^y, I had beea made die inftnifiieiit 
denying and reprobadf^ it, ckan live fCo .the nge of Metbiiiiiteiii 
for ietdag it pafs ttnexpofed and njirebiiked* 

It may be curioiis to examine to what condttfioas this dodrine 
of a lawyer's fpeculatton u|>oo probable c^nTcqiiences, ibutting 
out the examination of atSlual iutetttiocii might lead, li m 
part of the evidence before you againft the booturaUe gen^ 
tleman at jrour bar, that a propofitionwras made to, aad adapted 
by, the Conftitutional Society lo <bnd a Delegate t» the Coiw 
vention at Edinburgh; aiui you have btea defirod, from Ah 
mcafure, aad others of a fimilar bcariagii to find la inteatioQ 
to deifaroy the King, from the probable confcquenoe of fuck 
proceedings. Let us try the valiaty of tUis logto-»the Society 
of the Friends of the People ^fome of whofe proceedings are in 
evidence) had a fimilar propofition made to them to fend JL 
Delegate to this feme Coavention, and the mcafure was only 
rejeded, alter a confiderable degree of debate; fiinx^ on tbe 
contrary, they had agreed to fend one, and that I» who am now 
Ipeaking to you« had been of the number who con£mted> I 
ihould then have been in a worfe predtcament than my dient 
who appears to have oppofed it ; 1 (hould have been found tm 
have confented to an a^ which, iucirding to fime Jeg^i cafiiijit^ 
bad a tendency to deftroy the. King, and although my life Mra$ 
laboriouily devoted to the duties of my profeffion» which cut me 
off from attending to the particuLur coodu^ of reformers, 
though I approved of their general and avowed objed :-^Mr* 
Yorice's fpeech at Sheffield, and all the matter bcfides which 
has confumed our time and patience for three days patt, would 
have been read to eft2d>liih my confpiracy with people whom I 
never faw, or heard of, in the courlc of my exifte^cci it is, 
bcfides equally High Treafon to compaft and imagine the death 
of the Heir Apparent, as the death of the King; and if the 
nature of the conf[>iracy was to reach the King's life, by fub- 
verting the Government, its fubverfion would lead as diredly^ 
in its confequcnce, to the deftrudion of his fucccfTor, and con* 
fequently would, upon the acknowledged principles of law, be 
% compaffing of the death of the Prince ^of Wales,— S^e then 
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nAtidd or rational *CQnftru£Hon can be put upon it, ' vbm flic 
firft departure from that only coiiftni6Uon does not appear to 
have taken its rife from any fuppofed ambiguity of its escpreffioa 
in the minds of thoTe who iirft departed from it, which is the 
general hiftory of conftni^ve departures from written laws, 
but comes down tainted with die moft degraded profligacy of 
Judges notorioully devoted to arbitrary and corrupt Govern* 
ments ; when the very vnriters and Judges wfaofe writings and' 
decifions iirft fupport fuch original mifconftrucStions, boneftly^ 
admit ihem to be n^fconftrudions, and lament and reprobate 
their intmduftion : when the fiune lamentation aAd reproba- 
tion of them is handed down from Commentator to Commen-«'- 
tator, and from Court to Court in the whole feries of con- 
ftructive judgments $ and laftiy, when Parliament itfdf in dif« 
fprent ages, as the evil has become intolerable, has rifcn up 
and fwq>t them all away, and to avoid the introdudion of new 
difficulties, has cautioufly left the old letter of the ftatute ftand- 
ing to fpeak for itfel^ without any other commentary than the 
deftruAio^ of every one that ever bad been made upon it, the 
Rverial of every judgment which ever had departed from its 
letter, and the pofitive prohibition, in all future time, of the 
one and of the odier.-^In fuch a cafe, I do maintain, and as an 
Englifb lawyer, feel myfclf bound for the public (kfoty, in oppo-* 
fition to whatever authorities could be found to the contrary, 
that if the ftatute of Edward the Third can be departed from by 
conftru&ion, or can be judged otherwife than if it hap * 
VASSED YESTERDAY, there is, properly fpeaking, no fuch thing 
as written law ii) England. 

Gentlemen, you will find me juftifiqd in what J fay by the ' 
language of the ftatute itfelf, which is clear and unambiguous;,' 
and by die declarations of its genuine meaning by future Par- 
Jiamehts. 

The words of the ftatute of the asth of Edward the Third, 
are thefe 

" Whereas divers opinions have been before this time, in 
what cafe Tr&afon (hall be laid, and what not— -the King, at 
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refied ditt nodttng fliould be declared to be Treafon, but cares 
vrithin its enabling letter—^ Yet that things were fo carried 
^ by parties and faAions in the fueceeding reign of Richard 
^ Second, that it was little obferwd, but as this or that jKirty got 
^ the better, fo the crime High Treafon was in a manner ar- 
^ bitrarily impofed and adjudged, which by various vicifRtudes 
^ and revolutions mifchiefed all parties, iirft or laft, and left a 
^ great inquietude and unfettlednefs in die minds of the people 
^ and was one of the occafions of the unhappinefe of that 
King.** AH thcfe n\ifchiefs, he further obfcrve^, arofe from 
breaking the great boundary of Treafon by a departure from 
the letter of the ftatutc, which was fo great a fnare to the fub- 
jed, that after many temporary aAs of Parliament pafled and 
repeakd, and many vexatious and illegal judgments, dafhing 
with, and contradiding one another, the ftatute of Queen 
Mary was at laft ena£ted, which fwept them all away, and as 
Lord Coke obferves, in his Commentary upon it, in die fecond 
inftitute, not only fet up again the very letter of die ftatute 
of the 25th of Edward the Third, but repealed all judicial 
interpretations paft^ and prohibited all recurrence to them in 
future. 

I will give it you in his own words. " In this ftatute of 
•* Mary, two things are to be obferved. Firft, that the word 

exprelFed in the ftatute of Mary excludes all implications 

or inferences whatfocver. — Secondly, that no former at- 
« tainder, judgmtnt^ prtcedent^ refolution^ or opinion of Judgesy 

9r yuJiiciS'i of Hirh Treafon^ other than fueh as are fpe^ 
•* iified and exprejfed in the ftatute of Edward the Tl/trd^ are 
** to he followed or drawn into example. For the words be 
^ PLAIN AND DIRECT — * That from henceforth no act, deed, 
^ or offence (hall be taken, had, deemed, or adjudged to be Fligh 
^ 'JVcaibn, but only fuch as are declared and expreflcd in the 
^ faid act of the 25th of Edward the Third, any act of Parlia- 

ment or ftatute after the 25th of Edward the Third, or 
^ any other declaration or matter, to the contrary notwithftand- 
^ ing.** 
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.Third, pMn in \tk\k »d n4nMftiUM|c(toi«l^ 
laiy ezpofitioii of the aa ^X^gm lfitfi;ii>i*'?«miV^^ 
jiuLB, and dttt no appeal qm^lp l »d wp mrf fcp ft> | WtJ» 
5vjileis or decjfions, wh ui ii i ;ai>f bt:^a^iililiqi^4<MMMWi < 

or the authority of the other* .»... • ^ ii;- bjicr er,i v.i":.4-»c ** 

IfindAQthing, howertvii ii^V^lpriMJlfataM^ 
decifion, y/i^fk^fcrvtsibi^Tatm^^ 

aj^ieal coul4 fuccdsfuUy be madt^. Lof4^iIWe 490 ti4kmly% 
that a coofpiracy tQ fubvcrt tfa( QoveMMMffiortpnj nV <>ib 
pointed merely at the Kusg-s 4M«>«Q%'«ai High-^iWifti 
within thi^ branch of the tam^j Ut ^giifmif wAim it 
crime as a defign againft the King** iHAT^MM Uf 9sl ffiMttl 
nothing even as an overt ad of i|»sllHt-ia nfllt.fe >oiBtq4t||(^ < 
the King's p£Rsok, as to be.>p4 cvMavae^-fif « nn^j^Rp i 
againft his existence. ^ If oMy" fup fbtlh ^T^^mA 
^ DEATH 1^ tbt Kingy and thesciqwa pfifvidf Wiipoa%;S^ 
H letters in the execution of ihia M4m iwcit «ft vidM^^ 

ftatute." Undoubtedly it MMbnc O^. tlho. priWfhbbllil ! 
attend to Lord Hale's langiiago^ whiiA is pUaly diia-T4lRiW 
confpire the death of the Kix^ and do dbefe dutigs in caecir 
(ion of the confpiracy, the things fodooe are legal eyidmieftof 
the Treafon :--?But th? Trea^, wfajdi is tbp intcnticiD cfdit . 
mind againft the King's |ife, ni||^ exift| befbrp anf 
could be taken in purfuance of it. 

Another paflage ii) Lord Qak^ upon wfaidi the whqle vfgh 
ment againft us appears in a manner ^ be bi|ilt^ i|inqravA 
equally dear, and perfc£Uy confiflqit yM\ lettier ^ 
ilatute. 

^ If men confpire to imprifijn the King for(:£ ak0 a 
STRONG HAND, Until he has yielded to cer^in demands, anl 
for that purpofe gather company, or write letters, that i$ aa 
^ overt aft to prove the compaffing the Kipg's death j for it ii 
^ in eiFc6l to depofe him of his Kipgly Goyerj^nt) an4 WM 
« fo adjudged by all the Judges in Lqrd Cqbhaqn -s cafe." 
Here, you obferve, that the ccnfpiracy, even to imprit^ d» 
ing, is not ftatcd as a fubftantive zSt of Treafon, indepen- 
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^tly of a defign againft hit life, but only an overt t6 
prove the cooipaffing of his death ; and ib hr was Hde from 
confidcring diat conftrudive attempts upon the King*s Gdvern^ 
ment or Autb$riiy^ without dired force pointed againft his 
ffrf§iti could even be oiFered 9S evidence to fupport an indj£l- 
ment for compaffing his death, that he. feems anxious to prevent 
the reader from running to fuch a conclufion ; for he immediately 
afterwards ikys, But thendiismuftbe intended of a confpiracy 
* forciUj to detain and imprifon the King*'* 

Gentlemen, I have only troubled you with thefe obfervations^ 
to prevent any thing which has been oiFered^ as evidence upon 
this trial, from being at all confounded in your minds, as con- 
neAed widi the charge^— We have indeed attempted nothing 
againft the King's Government^ but leaving that ftill to be the 
queftion, there is not a tittle in the whole body of the proof/ 
which has any the remoleft relation to any confpiracy to fei%e tho 
King, or to depefehtm^ which alone could fupport a charge of 
compaifing the King's death ; for the indidbnent itfelf does n^ 
point even to any confpiracy to depofe the King diredly by force 
againft his perfon, but only conftru£lively, through the medium 
of a fubvcrfion of the Government* 

Gentlemen, the charge, dierefore, which die Crown (ecks to 
bring home to us, not only as it is to be coUe£led from thp in- 
dicbnent, but as it is ex[4icidy pointed by the argument, is 
this-^-that a defign was formed to call a Convention of the Na** 
tion, and that the prifoner at the bar was engaged in it ; that he 
confulted with others for the appointment of Comnuttees of co- 
operation and conference, confifting of the perfons now in pri* 
ion, who were delegated by the two great London Societies at 
the head of the confpiracy ; and that the Convention, which was 
to be ailembled as the refult of this confederacy, was to dcftroy, 
by force, the legal Government of the Country, and to form 
itfelf into a Legiflature for the nation : thereby fuperfeding, not 
only the fundions of the three branches of Parliament, but the 
executive authority of the Crown : That this, and this alone, 
was the (ecrct obje£l of all thefe Societies, though covered with 
popular pretexts of rcftoring^ the Conftitudon, until their ma- 
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ehinadcni (hovld be fiiffideody tipr mnitamM&> ib d m ^ ^ 
avow didr principles, and tp cfaWMt <iiirfciM|lW •ill 
therefore, amounted to acoiii|rin^t».idifMi^^ 
was an overt aA of High Troate^te'CdiipMBiyiMi^taMb h % 
Gentlemen^ I am fiire I hav»4<to> .jiMuk m^^ tm wa S M 
my ftatement of its propofition; wai I iMIIir^ifMHf ^ jiiftlriwf 
anfwer to it*-*For I admit, dm if the t^tamwf <>MsiwWiili#i 
70U 9tp0n thi fa^f, that this propofitlon at ttvi^ tefUte^t^Mril^ 
dence from whence it ought to be Idkfor jmi'MtfiniMkfilfl 
ment, Whedier Aofe who wcrie «igiigidibw<oiif|iilii f mlfci| 
the King's authority, might not bm rtafitMiMy: fcffpafed- 
a]fo contemplated his deftruaictn^ whidi «M A^ -lsiBrijf «|pAM 
from the annihiiation of his office? 'I^Um-li nif JtWUI 
bcrcd, that I have never difputed;^ oMher^fSoAr or - iipo|i( 
mer trial, that the deftniaion of dw.KfagVnMial Klb i»«jpMii 
bable confequence of a forciUe itrctwrgf-lnii f«ift%.lbirtt 
extin£iion of his authority ( nor dottM dft doni wkh tUUK 
lion, leading to a mainfy probable roitfuiKnaif k adt pM^Wtt^ 
SBNCI of the intention to produce imamStqxuuot* MflMl 
argument has only been, and flill it,' that thi nrrt ifi ioi 

AGAINST THE KiNC's Liri ISTHfc C&IMI, THATrtl^ 
aXiSTSNCB IS MATTER OF FACT, AHD NO*r ICATTia OT 
LAW, AND THAT IT MUST THBJtBFORE Bt COLMCTltj 
BY YOU THE JURY, INSTEAD OF BEINO MADX TU Mt^- 
STB ACT RESULT OF A LEGAL FROPOilTIOH, FROM Atff 
FACT WHICH DOES NOT DIRBCTIT BMBRACS AiID 00# 
FREHBND THB INTENTION WHiCit CONSTltirrte Ml 

Treason. ■■«». 

But, that this is the law of England, and die law imnin 
atety applicable to the prefent queftion, fortunatdy does not d#» 
pend upon any argument of mine, nor upon any appeals I htie 
made to the authoritative writings of die iiiges of the piofedte 
I have a much better fecurity for my purpofe^ the fecurity 
what his Lordfliip, who istoafltftyou in your deliberations, iB 
b\d upon one occafion, he will iiiy upon another; I have dii 
exprefs and direct authority of Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, in dtf 
part of his charge.to the Grand Jury^ where be laid before tboB 
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die very matter we are now engaged in for dieir confiileratioit 
*^ It/' fiiys hi^Lordfliip, ^ there be ground to conikier the pro* 
^ fefled purpofe of any of thefe aiibdations, a Reform in Parlia* 
^ ment, as mere colour, and as a pretext held out in order to 
cover deeper defigns-HiefignB agamft the whole Conftitution 
and Government of die Country-^ the cafe of thofe embarked 
infuchdeftgns is that whidi I have already confidered. Whe* 
^ ther this be fo, or not, is mere matter of £tA ; as to which I 
^ (hall only remind you, that an inquiry into a charge of this 
^ nature^ which undertakes to make out that the oftenfible pur-- 
^ pofe is a mere veil, under which is concealed a traitorous con- 
^ fpiraqr, requires cool and deliberate examination, and the 
^ mod attentive confideration > and diat the refult ihould be 
*^ perfedly clear and (atisfa^ry. In the a<Fairs of common lifi^^ 
^ no. man is juflified in imputing to another a meaning contrary 
to what he himfelf cxprefles, but upon the fulled: evidence/' 
This the learned Judge lays down with die greateft propriety as 
a general rule of evidence, applicable to all caies, and therefore 
mod emphatically applicable to High Treaibn, where the pri- 
soner is not to be criminated by conjectures, and inferences, or 
firains of wit, but proveably attainted according to the language 
of the ftatute. It muft be remembered, too, that this found and 
^utary dodlrine was not delivered by the Court as an abflra^ 
propoftt 'iMy but the application of it was direifly painted to the 
9€caji$n^ and given to the Grand Jury, as a ftandard to diredl 
their ju(^ments in the very matter before us^ The caufe, there- 
fore, is brought beyond the power of evafion or controverfy, to 
cme ftiort point, difenisangled from all ambiguity or legal diftinc- 
fion \ fuice, upon the exprefs authority of the Court, which ftts 
t» try the prifoner, independently of all other authorities, it is a 
mere naked queftion of fsuSt which you are to examine : there 
is nothing which can affed him legally, or which, it is even 
contended, can affed him, unlefs you are prepared to (ay, upon 
your oaths, in the prefence of God and your Country, that yoM 
liave materials in evidence before you, from whence- you feel 
yourfc4ves bound in conference to pronounce, that the parties 
•who engaged in die propoficion of holding a> Convention, -did 
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NOT engage to it according to tiwir profeffions te ookft iH 
public opinion, upon the fubjeA of mtioinl abiilc^ and fir At 
confidefation of conftitudonal ledne&y but ihr die OLfnAi 
though concealed purpoTe of refifting, by #oftCB» tbe MpAadlf 
of Parliament. I repeat the expfeffioa-of rcfiftm^ bt roac^ 
the authority of Parlianient^ andaffliftniBg to Aemfelvcs tbeoat^ 
troul and dominion of the Nation. This !• Trit PACT to 

BE MADE OUT, AND THE BURTHBM OF THB MOOT V 

UPON THB Crown. I do not ftand here to iifynnf but tar 
examine what has been proved} and I coo/kb mykiSi tha d awy 
to be utterly at a lofs how to purfiie my difcoy rib - far jpov 
bave heard nothing upon which jc/a would paU m tetlier oattf 
a fparrow's wing ; there is not only no evidence i^on iriack 
^reafonable men might deliberate between a verdi£l of gaSkfOt 
not guilty, buty literally, no bvidence At au.} wNliBK 
that I could addrefs myfelf to, but through the medium of nit* 
cule, which^. much as it would appJy to the occafion in olhcr» 
fpe£^, it would be indecent to indulge in upon a great SiMt 
Trial, fo deeply concerning the dignity of the Country^ awi h' 
ierioufly afFeSing the luifortunate. perfens whom I fliallbecalkA 
upon hereafter to defend. 

Let not, however, this condition of a proiccudon, ooat* 
mcnced under fuch exalted aufpices, depend upon my fingjb 
aiTcrtion, but let it be brought to the teft of examinatiofi. 

The Attorney General contends, that he has made oat 
PROVEABLY, without the poffibility of a reafbnable doubt^.tlnl 
this Convention was projcded for the dcteftable purpole chai^el 
by the indi£lment ; and that their avowed objedls were notiiiag 
but a furflice of colour and deceit. He fays, that two Sodetid 
v.'cre fct OR foot in this town, for tliefe traitorous obje& i that 
one of them (the Conftitutional Society) was inftituted by Mr* 
Tooke, and that he organizrcd and fupcrintended the otbers 
that he prepared their refolutions; that he fuperintended theif 
corrcfpondcnce with fimilar Societies, wliich were eftablifhed at 
Lhcffield, Monchefter, Birminn^ham, Edinburgh, Perth, and 
n^oft of the populous towns in both parts of Great Britain; and 
that die v.hjk body of their comn;unications with one another, 
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Olauiifirfted their dcfign againft the very being of the Goverii' 
ment. This is the propofition — but has he proved it, or any 
part of it ? I anfwer — he has not. In the firft place, did Mr. 
Tooke iet on foot the ConiUtutional Society ? I anfwer again, 
he did not. It was inftituted by a moft worthy and honourable 
perfon, who will be called before you as a witnefs, if you (ball 
not think your time mifpent in hearing evidence where nodiing 
has been proved : it was inftituted by Major Cartwright, a man 
as much attached to the Conftitution of his Country, and as 
enlightened to underftand it, as any one who hears me, vriiat« 
ever may be his ftatton. This aflertion is not made from the 
inftru^ions of a brief ; I fpeak from my own knowledge of the 
man : Major Cartwright, who began that inftitution, continued 
to be a member of it during die progrefs of its proceedings 
arraigned before you ; he is a member of it now; and he will 
tell you, diat he ftiall continue to be one, notwithftanding this 
profecution, until its objeds are accompli(bed. 

The Conftitutional Society was inftituted by this Gentleman, 
for the objcSt which it has unifixtnly profcSkd and adhered to— 
an obje& whidi it purfued in common with fome of the greateft 
and wifeft men which this Country has for ages produced ; it 
was inftituted to produce, if poffible, by the progreifive influ- 
ence public opinion, a Reform in the Commons House 
OF Parliament ; a meafure certainly not originated by Major 
Cartwright, but forced by the comiptions of Parliament itfelf, 
and the confequent calamities of our Country, upon the attention 
of every enlightened ftatefinan during the prefent reign. The 
fiither* of the prefent Minifter uniformly and publicly imputed 
die calamities of Great Britain to diis fatal fource. Tlie fuc- 
ceffion of deftrudive wars, widiout a national chjt& ; the raih 
and improvident expenditure of public money; the ravages 
upon die Conftitution, by die influence of the Crown — were all 
of them placed by this great ftatefman to the lofs of that con- 
troul in the people, over the proceedings of Parliament, which 
they were entided to by the ancient principles of the Conftitu- 
tion. The great Earl of Chatham wjis one of the firft perfona 
who called the attention of the public to the abfolute necefEtf 
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of a S^^feon in ParliiffieA^ tp 4^;^^ 
wa9 the. great fcjuufc of hU lift^ wiMif^^ 
fiuac. . MBV ' 

As the avowed olyoA^ of the Socltty were thus orlgimt'sf 
and countenanced by peribos of tkr highc^ft flaiioii^ la us ioi 
whether it was i^tuted for ^ p^rmfioii of ihcfe priaciidc 
by obficure and neceffitous talg^ Gentktnei^^ ^ OQittsiry 
nioft notorious i and it may l^e cflablifhed by rcfcrring to th(t] 
i^amef.of the original meQy||¥s^ the Duke 9t Ri^chmqiy 
waacne of the wlieft» and^kj^uAfd tb; priiucipk asid 
pra^ice of Heformation very muqjbi, farther than Nir. Tookc has 
ever been di^poled to follow ^/j^^^ which I promilc iaJ[ 
cftablilh by die uniifonn tgyTpBRi^ Ufe- Mr. Tookc 
ijdered the difpofition of the pQg;B^.|ciM3^i% ^ dcQiiin 9 
flatter of expediency in Go>'^rnm-iir, and to he mmlicA by J 
Parliament in itif difipretioo for (ha aitaii^tau of Cogili^tfUwjB 
Freedom; the Dui^ mtbe odw hfUi4 cddMleted Umved^ 
Suflf^age to be^ aoi inherent privilege of the people — lo be 
U^iMD by them j^s of maMT^ 
afi ^idulgeoca ..It is 1K4 to \ 
Qracc^'s dodrines ihould acqi| 

pendently of his illuftrious patrf!MgC| diey ^ira^iM^ ^tKPvT 
and better calcnlated fof a nyjid pff»gr^ 1^1^ l^^jflK 
Duke of Richmond, that there tgtiS^ 'v;^^ PPRRk ^ ^RBin^ 
sjs in every people, an inherent rigjjjft \fV^<im^ J¥^^ 
tf^ the univerial alTent of the cfgwiUHQ^. I 
the people would judge weakly ^.tj^jeoa^ ^F -^c&i^ 
ireprefentatives to carry forward tathe Cn>wn«for j<9l.f9lifi^^ 
the fyftem of Univeesai. Su$q^e. But wbilc. I £9 m 
)4r. Tooke's ientiments, and as my own, I confefi^ at ^ 6gifi 
lime, that tbe arguments by which the Duke ol Ri^vnopd 1^ 
ported his fyftem, and which has been uniform^ followed b|[-aA 
the other prifoners, were not calculatjed to impofo ujMXi die ig^ 
lioraut, but are well worthy of atteation and coofideration tatA 
the wife. The Duke's argument was of this fort (I dio not 
profefs to adopt the very phrafc) — When it is concekd, jaja 
bis' (/rac^ thaj^ i^me Reform of Parliament is indi^edably 

ncce^Euy 
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neceflaf y for the 6iet]f of Ae Country^ who is to ijofurc a Re- 
form that will give general fatisfadioO) and produce obedience 
and (lability. If you go to a given extent, founded upon prin* 
ciples of eirpedieiicy, others, upon the £ime prindples, will feek 
to puih it to an extent ftill further, and others to an extent 
beyond that } fo that Reformation, however pure the defign of 
its author, ioftead of gLving finnnefe and vigqur to Govern-* 
mem, would only be die parent of difco^tcmt. This was th« 
difficulty which occurred to the Du]^e i and out of it he iaw 
road, as he himfelf exprefies it, but a Reform upon prtiiciplei 
which grants nothing from expediency or favour, ^ But WHiC^ 
^ GIVES TO KVBRY MAN Hi$ OWN." Thefe WOTC his Gracc'Ji 
dodbines, as I ihall read diem prefently from At work wfaidi 
he acknowledged in the CouHe of his forn^ evidence^ an4 
which appears, throughout the whole t0 have been tYm 

very fcripture of all thefe Societies* Thefe» I doubt not^ arq 
his Grace's opinions ftill ; for though a amir my che^ bit 
lentimenes. in matters which depend upon poUcy and expediency 
«^diough he may dunk it prudent |o grant at one time 4iai| 
which further refle<%Qn may fiiggeft to be unwiie lo be grantedp 
yctliQ honeft man can change his mind as to die propriety of 
giving to every man what he believes and acknowledges to IkI 
his own. But die Duke of Richmond's opinkMBis are not thu 
i|ueftion : tt is fufficient to met when diefe opinions V9em 
publiikedy and for a long time infifted m by ^s inleUagem Hni 
illvftrious perfon, no man living thought of imputing, or can 
sow reafoooUy impute^ to htm, a defign to overturn the Cooftk* 
tution, Of to enervate ks fuda^ons» Yet you are now caVrt 
upon to devote to infamy and death die Gendeman whooa t 
aai defending, not indeed for treading in the Duke of Rich-* 
mood's fteps — not indeed for adopting tfe phn of Univerlat 
Suffrage, or for following it up by the &me means whidi ther 
Duke has recooimendedy but for (hrinkiog to a plan &r moio 
reftrained and naoderafee, and declining even to effeSt dut fyflena 
of moderation^ by the procedure which the Duke both inoil* 
cated AND p&ACTiaiD. 

C c 2 But 



But it (ccms aU thcfc dodrines and procee£ii|gs aic twi 
kwr and deceit, manifefl^d by the difciplinc and regularity e»f 
dieir fiege againft Ae charad^ and authority of Gavernaag^ 
The conrpirators* fiit» it I? Atlg^ mta^m^mKf/li 

multitudes toa large for cotilt M fb^ cemmTr; 

flill purffiiRg die eadunple, in MVwml ii in fuhikimt <^ 
die higheft men in the kingdom, amoogft lilioiiit' by i^ t/fk . 
arc to be feund many of die niembm of fbit Goverumtt 
which has levied this proTecutian. I wil! prowc to ypw (fbf 1 
have now in Court fome of t hj^^fc^ and moSt bonDui^tejMm^ 
tn the Kingdom to prove it) f«ir t78&« 

fame plan of delegation from hrg£ bodies was aclop ted ; arJ fof 
die identical objeft of cprreftii^ by dit fonnidahle ^i^ipe of 
public difeountenance and cefifufr^ tHe im^HrvMeiit Opej ift ig ft 
at pAbKe moneys wrung from the people by corrufic uiAuoicf 
in die Houfe of Cmnmonsv I wlU prove thac^ for the txptA 
and avowed purpofe of refacjaugg the Govcrnmem 
Kingdom^- diefe honourable 
6r fidi^eded of Treafon, lat 
die dtyx)f London f Delegat 
pointed, fome of whom are now in my eye; ml jam 
in fhort, that no one ftep, in form or in fidiflaiicnri 
taken by the moft unfortunate perions iflho arc now th 
of this profecution, that were not takai» add, in mji 
legtlly and conftitutionally .taken» by their fupcriori|i .'iylMttf4 
amples they have followed. Let my expreffiont W 
vndcrftood; I ftand upon a great dieatre, and fluili 
to iay any thing which I can have oecafion to t^pL ' Lit Jb ts'' 
recoUeaed, that I am not defending aO thg fMptrs wliicll 4mp» 
been read ; fome of them are rafh and difiird in die extremis 
many of them are indecent ; many of them chfli with 
ther^ which is not furprifing, fince they were written by { 
of various defcriptions, who had no communication with eoe 
imother. But that is not the queftion— die queftion is» whit 
were the obje^s of thefe focieties, from the refult of the whofe. 
evidence ? I'hcfe papers are n9t profecuted as libels, but am 
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diargcd to have been written with the intention to promote a 
Convention to fuperfede and aiTume the Government. But will 
any honeft man fay, that he can colle^l from thefe writings^ 
taJten in a mafsj and as indicative of the purfuits of their au« 
thor% any fuch intention or fyftem : on the contrary, it is im- 
poflibie to liften to them with common candour and attention^ 
without obferving, that the needle is not truer to the pole^ 
though when it is difturbed and agitated it ofcillates round die 
point of its attra&ion, than thefe poor people were to the promo- 
tion of Reform in the Commons House or Parliament, 
by colleding the fenfe of the people on the fubje& ; confcious 
that diough Parliament, as the Dulce of Richmond exprefTes it, 
would not fpontaneoufly yield what thofe who fway it have ^ 
corrupt intereft in refufing, yet that it might be obtained by 
that which muft, and will in the end, obtain every diing from 
any (Government, however conftituted — by the flow, gradual, 
and progrei&ve effeA of public opinion. And I do maintain 
here, in my own perfon, that it is the privily of Engliflunen 
fo to collect the opinion of the country; and that it is the duty, 
of Parliament, nay, its very ufe and office in the State, to at* 
tend to, and to give tStSi to the opinions lb colleded. An 
eminent perfon, whofe writings I have often had occasion to 
cite, exprefles this fentiment widi admirable juftnels and force — 
The virtue, fpirit, and eflence of the Houfe of Commons, 
^ confifts in its being the exprefe image of die feelings of the 
^ nadon. It was not inftituted to be a controul upon the 
^ people, as of late has been taught, by a doftrine of the moil 
^ pernicious tendency, but was deflgned as a controul for the 
people. It was fuppofed originally to be n ^ part of the ftani^ 
^ ing Government of this Country \ but was confidered as z 
^ contrntl upon it, iflfuing immediately from the great body of 
" die people, and fpeedily to be refolved into the mals from 
^ whence it arofe." 

To bring back the Houfe of Commons to this genuine offico 
and character, by fixing the public attention to its departure 
(rom it, is the obvious drift of all die proceedings of the Socie- 
tieS| as they are fairly to be colle^ed irom the evidence. Un^. 
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^nbtedly there sre amongft die faptn trang umfilm mgAA 
unbridled Monarchies, bccaufe diej were written whilft Md^ 
nardis, having no law but their unbridled abitians, wm 
laying wafte the liberties of the world ; diere are, I adn^ 
ftrong cenfures upon thofe corruptiMS which hare embsribdl 
this Country in a fyftem (as diey fhooght k) of tynmij nl 
injuftice; but there is nothing in them which touches the IQag 
of Great Britain's Majefty or Office, or the hereditary Agvty 
of the Peers i there is nodiing which glances at a wifli to itf- 
Iroduce a Republic into England i there is ftrong D em o crj cy, 
indeed, but it is confined to its proper HJjer e it o the re flo i Jti flfc 
of the Houfe of Commons, which is the conftittttional Dem* 
cracy of England. 

The Houfe of Commons is perpetually talked of as if h woe 
a felf-exifting body, independent of the peopk ) whereas it s 
their mere agent; the organ by which they (peak and aA) wi 
which betrays and abdicates its tntft the moment dnt k A 
itimes a language of its own, which the people does not anTpieiAB 
and approve. Take away fuch a Honfe of Commons fvomtts 
Britiih Government, remove Ae contreul wMdi the people hris 
in it upon the executive authority by the free choice of their »• 
prefentatives, and then tell me how it differs from the moll 
potic eftahliftiments which are the juft deteftation of die woril? 
Yet how can it be aflcrtcd that the people of England hws 
that controul, if they have not the free choice which beftoips^t, 
The Society of the Friends of the People, part of whofe f^h 
ceediiigs the Crown has thought fit to make evidence, ani 4 
fpeak of with rcfpcft, have placed upon the Journals of ^ 
Houfe of Commons and dcmonftrated by pofitive ovidenceyAii 
fidlen, humihated condition of the Country, They ofleied to 
prove that Peers and the Treafury a£hially nominate ninetf 
members, and procure, by influence, the return of feventy-fevei 
more, making together one hundred and fixty-fcven. Tta 
ninety-one individual Commoners in the Countrv, procuielk 
clcftion of one hundred and thirty-nine, and that one hunditl 
and fixty-two individuals abfolutcly return three hundred d 
fix members, a majority of the entire H6u(c of Commons. 

Gentlemen, this is no vague aflcrtioi^ of miney- 1 affl 
5 reading 
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Teadtng fhe precife (late of it, as it was ofFered hy a regular 
motion in Parliament, which I had myfelf the honor to fe- 
cond ; we oiFered to eftabliih that one hundred and iixty-two 
perfons did actually return three hundred and fix out of five 
hundred and fifty-eight, which is a majority of the Houfe. So 
that every thing that is to bind and afcertain your rights or 
mine ; every meafure that Is to promote the glory, or to bring 
on the deftruftion of the Country; every a£b or fyftem of Go- 
vernment, which is cither to give us die continued profperity 
of peace, or to affliA us with wafting and calamitous wars ; 
every event that may render this mighty nation flourifliing and 
happy to die lateft pofterity, or bend it down to the ignominous 
yoke of foreign or domeftic enemies ; all thefe heartftrings of 
i people, inftead of depending upon a Houfe of Commons, pro« 
creeding from themfelves, are to be pulled and torn afunder, as the 
caprice or intereft of one hundred and fixty-two individuals, who 
choofe reprcfcntatives for the whole kingdom, may fufier or di^ 
reft. Yet we are told that it is the pride*and glory of the Eng- 
liih Government that by law we are equal, living under the 
feme fandion, and enjoying fimilar privileges. 

Gentlemen, all this was made manifeft to the Houfe of Com« 
mons by the honourable Gentleman who made the motion I al- 
lude to, and who held this language, which the meaneft man iii 
England can underiland* We aiTert this to be the condition of 
England : if you lay it is do juftice toyourfelves hy calling 
upon us for the proof, and expofe your calunmiators to re- 
proach — ^but if it ie the condition of England, fhall it not be 
redrefled ? Gentlemen, the proof was not received, and the 
grievance continues. This is the clue to dio whole evidence. 

I do not mean, dierefore, to fay, (and let it be underftood 
fliat 1 have not (aid) thaf my clients would not be equally guilty, 
and equally fabjed to capital punifhment, if, under the irritation 
of this or any other grievance, they had faid— Let us fuperfede 
this furrcptttious Pariiamen^ and hold a Convention to affume 
its funiJiions.— When I aflerted diat the people in this, and in 
every Country, had a right to change their Government, I never 
in«nt— whgt muft have been fuppofed by the Court, from tho 
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indulgent interruption I reed vcd^l jieyer meaitt that 4 
viduad, dtoofing for hkaS^^ migltt rife in mmm i 
ibrce» an eftabtiflied Confliturion — Far from it, Gentle 
meant to&y^-^at the people of England will be the laft 
underftandy as diey were the iirft to praif^Ice — tha£ all GoTem- 
menti ftand upon the public will, and m Miune only far 
the pubUc benefit; sind rh4t ivhen this facml maxim h for* 
gotten^ or tnmided u{K>n, a n^oD^ without the conipj 
individuals, which ciilltinal latr aft 1901% mSif 
later^ do itfelf juilice. I meant furth^ 10 fay, that when I4 
ierve men referring ta tbefe great and ongiml principles of J 
ciety— when Lfee tfaeuvreeuiiu^ in argument lo die 
freedom which dieir anceftott itot ae|kie9^4pH^ I %3 
liihmen particularly referring to the g^know, iQim of 
volutioni when their |ktbcrs dro^e from die iisbafitaiiee'i 
Crown a race of Kings whtdi lai ieigi^ mec Hm^sii 
time beyond memofy, znd feat for a prl vale, ii^ttl ihmi 
Uafi) to govern in their ftead-^-^hen I contemplate this 
tion, I am ib far from conndering it to be an attack 
King's authority, tfaat^ in my mind, it is a frefti conf 
and exultation in his title : hts Majefty is the King of the ] 
pic, upon the principle alone that p^ple can change 
Kings ; and it is the inoft gtorioi^ fide ubidb mf Prfoce of] 
enjoy. These are my SEimMiNTs. I love the i^n^, ] 
I can have no other refp«^ or BScSmn for htm tittn that ^ 
grows from the common Tdjai|to Prince and fubjc 
Speaking of him who by the ^Hfttft of nature ts to fuGcc 
and feeling much more than a common intcreft ialits proTpof^ 
and glory, I hold the fame language, and have cver» pu 
and privately, held it« If he ja not ^ lidierit and to fAV 
Throne upon that beft and moft honoumble title, his inhcritsmce I 
is not worth having, and is not long to be hai Thcv who^i&l 
upofi any other principle, bctiay the King, and ejidaj:gcr m 
eftablifhmcnt. Say to the people of ii your C^l 

ftitution— -It is not fcllciicd upon you as a weight to crdkf 
you— but has dcfcended to you from your wife forefathejs, fifj 
your protcaion and haJpiaiE^t \$ taftitmioiij^ ^ 



( 393 > 

of their wifHom^ and their heroic valour — As they made it. for 
theinielves and their poftcrity, fo you may change it for you zni 
for yours. — But will you wantonly destroy vouit 
iNifERiTANCE i Say this to them, and to ufc the exprelfion of 
a cejcbrated fpeaker, in the cafe of America, ^ They will cling and 
grapple to their Conllitution, and no force under Heaven will 
^ tear them from their allegiance to it." Let thofe, then, who 
govern the Country, beware how they propagate the faihion^ 
^ble do£lrines of corrupt power. Let them recollect that the 
Englifb people are generous and enlightened, and know the valu^ 
of their own inftitutions* Trpat them with liberality, conii<r 

^' dence, and juftice, and nothing is to be feared. But if, on th^ 

[ other hand, a fyftem of conftraint and terror is to be purfuedt 
;uk1 one part of the nation frightened or corrupted to defame the 
Other, I tremble to think of, and dare not give utterance, in 
0iis place, to the coniequepceSt 

This was forefeen by the Puke of Richmond, and was the 
avowed and wife reafon for his earneftneis in the caufe of Re-> 
formi and he fo exprefles it in his publication, which the 
'Whqle proof has demonftrated to have been the caufe and the 
fnodel of all the proceedings before you Why then are dieir 

^ motives afiumed or argued, agajnft the whole evidence, to be 

i ' difierent ? I will read the paflage. 

^ ^ The leQcr Reform has been attempted with every poffible 
^ ^ a4vai)tage in its fayour \ not only from the zealous fupport of 
^ •* the advpcates for a more efFefiual one, but from the affiftance 
I ^ of men of great weight, both in and out of power, But 
^ with all thefe temperaments apd helps it has failed. Not onq 
J * profelyte has been gained from corruption; nor has the leaft 
I ray of hqj^ bceii held out from any quarter, that the Houfe 
^ ^ of Commons was inclined to adopt any other mode of Re- 
^ ^< form* The weight of corruption has cruihed this more 
t ^ gci^d^ ^ 1^ would have defeated any more efficacious plan^ 
■ « in the fame circumftances. From that quarter, dierefore, I 
, ^ have nothing to hope." From what quarter was there nothing 
^o hope ? From the Houfe of Commons, which had beci^ 
^-"lln^d, in which not one profcljte had been gained from corruiVf 

tion^ 
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fion. What tben was his reToutfieriJIia ^irjMlV 
\mn words. « It is from pet/it ik.ilKfj^^t-ta^^ 

* good. And I am convinced dtt the' iil^.mf to M^eilM 
fed that diej are really coiicemed fal the batinii^ Ik 10 Mi^ 

« tend for their fiJlj cbar mi mO^dMl ttglUf ^ Viiiif^fi 
^ Rtprifentatton** Rights 1I12C tte VtptffltitL tst tMlittMtf^ 
tory cannot extft. If there be ft righto tt» prit^ 
Suflrage, it h the Government Wfaicfa oooi^itatig^alllk llih^ 
][>le, and not the people againft tittmniue^ fittt flq^Alft 
offers no(ud) argument— 4ie di^^tf teM% 
Richmond; and therefore, wbenHPBvw^ cMti^ to |^ 
evidence, he ought not, upo» die only prlnctple which can jd!^ 
tify tbefe pitocecdingB, to be permitted to retiiei ^ W 
written arid done ten times monT than can bif tififTdled' to llie i&pi' 
bappy, miferable men iwbb are now langui/hing in prifon^ fcf 
following much lefs l;)ian his example. His Grace^ in die iame- 
paper, exprefies himielf further, m thcfe remarkable words s-^, 
« When the people are fiiriy anlNte i tty | g|l |P rifeii ted IH INSlSm 

* ment, when they have annual Bifnunrties of changing thdr 
^ deputies, and, through them,^r cmitroulijig wcry abufeoC 
^ Government in a lafe, eafy, airi k|al wa)f*,f^^fim.Mjll 
^ longer any reafon for recurring to thofe.tiW AngflttM^ 

''THOUGH SOMETIMES NECtSSAKV, EXrkl>lENT$ W AK 
^ ARMED FORCE, WHICH NOTHING BUT* A BAD GoVuV* 

MENT CAN JUSTIFY. Such ft magttaiiinioas cbi to jMr 
^ proceedings, when, after having reftored libetiyi tc Ma u M ttf^ 

* and free Government to your Country, you roii|mirii]f 

* retire to the noble charaAer of pHvftte dtittel, ffWBlfiif^ 
^ joying the bleffings you have procure^ wQl chiMi ^jtM 1^ 
^ hours widi cverlalling glor^, and is W6rthy tte genMina 

^ triotic fpirit which animates the Irifli Voliintecr$.?* X«€titN 
hot be forgotten, ^t this letter was addrdlbd lo Coloqd ShiN 
6ian, commanding a large armed force in Ireland, without cottv 
mi/Hon from the Crown» 

* Gentlemen, it is amazing the different efiti^ which the &M 
wridngs have, according as the author happens to be cited 
when the work i» read If this letter, which c6mi|ig from tbc 
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pen t>F die Diike of Richmond^ is only a fpirited remonftr^Tire 
againft corrupt MinifterS) had been read in evidciKc by Mr 
Shelton, at the table, as the letter of Citizen Margarot, Skir- 
Ving, or Yorice, the whole mafs would inftantly have been tranf- 
•knated into High Treafon againft the King, But it fccms that 
their ob^eAs were different — for that it is plain they had aban- 
doned the Conftitutiond mode of petition, which was alone re* 
commended in this letter. 

Gentlemen, I maintain that Ais imputation is direftly in the 
teeth of the whole body of Ae evidence. All the witneffcs, both 
HOW, and upon the former trial, and the witneffcs too for the 
Crown, prove the very rcverfe : they all fay that they looked 
to lucccfs through die flow operation of reafon 5 that they knew 
that the Houfe of Commons would difregard, as it had often dif- 
Tcgarded, the fcattered pctitbns of fmall numbers 5 but that if 
they could colleft the univerfal fenfe of the people upon the 
fubjeft, the fuccefs of riieir objeft would be inlured, and in-, 
fured through the regular organs of Government, How elfe 
were the queftions on the flave trade carried ? Pariiamcnt had 
treated die meafure, in its origin, with contempt j and I muft 
fty, that the arguments againft its fiiddenor fpecdy abolition wero 
fo weighty, in my mind, that 1 could not give my affent to 'it\ 
|>ecaufe I knew, from an acquaintance with the iflands, that par^ 
of the evidence was erroneous and exaggerated; and becaufc 
I diought the white population totally inadequate and infufficient 
|D maintait^ the fettfements eftabliflicd under the faitK of the 
foftioii; but when at laft the great voice of the people of Eng- 
Ittffd came to be colleSed togeAer — ^when Parliament was fur, 
Itmnded, not widi arms, but by peddons— recollcdtcd that X 
tras a reprefentarive of the people, and that my opinion ouglit to 
eontrottled by the judgment of die nation. Many others, I 
^ieve, cqndufted thcmfelves upon the fame principle. The 
fcmflltuents of any given member have no right to controul his 
^gment, but the voice of the people of Engla!Ci>, 

^FOK ANY subject, OUGHT TO BE A RULE TO THE 

IfotJSE or Commons. Thefe very petitions, upon the fubjed 
^ the flare frade^ were colleded too in ^ very manner which 

WW 
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now gives fuch mighty offence $ fer tliey were nuuuiged-bjr dcfe» 
gation, aiid committees of coaferencei and co-opeiadoa in cvcrj 
part of the kingdom. 

Let us next examine what part of the offeiicci upon die pnw 
ciplcs it is contended to exift, applies peculiar!/' to the unfixliir 
nate prifoners, who have been felefisd tar criounal juflkei aad 
if their guilt can be eftablifliedi let 11$ fee how man^ are to he 
involved in it ; for Mr. Attorney General is a perfba of UNf 
much wifdom and experience, to impute to the feven peopk in 
Newgate, the defign to call a Parliament, without a mde fp»d 
combination. How then is the line to be drawn i And to vrittt 
circumference is the empire of deftru&ion to extend ? If tb| 
eviden/ce of the cojifpiracy is to be collected from the viidle mi 
and tenor of the condudl of tbefe SocietieSi and is to aodk 
upon the prifoners, not from any fpedfic a& of their owAy.koI 
principally becaufe they belong to fome one of them as iiicmhn% 
it is plain that all who have at any time, or yet belong to da^' 
are equally implicated in guilt, and equally fubjeA to dcrifc 
under the law. How many tenants at the will of the Mudfal 
are there upon this principle to hold their lives in Great BriOtt^ 
All the hundred and eighty Delegates who met at Edinburgm 
and all the thoufands who fent them^ are of that deicriptiapf 
and thoufands more in every populous town in this pvt of At 
Kingdom. 

Let every man, therefore, be refponfible for hiaown afii, apt- 
not for the writings and opinions of others, and more dpecal^- 
of others whom he never faw or heard of. When men eD« 
operate for fome public objecfl, which in common thejr agiai:^ 
iji, it can never happen that they (hall agree in fvery tbmg be* 
longing to it ; nor is a man's opinions ever to be taken^ even 
b}' the rcfiilt of the rcfolutions of thofc with whom he ?^flb cwlff 
for an avowed objccl. — I fhall exhibit to you a proqf of dui 
in one of the niolt enlightened men that Kngland ever hied^ 
and to whom flic owes Hnparallellcd obligations. I mean to 
call Mr. Fox, who will tell you that he was a Delegate for 
AVeftminflcr, in the year 1780, when a Convention was held to 
confider of the bed means for obtaining a Reform in Parliament i 

bis 
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hid opinions were always adverfe to Univeifal Suffrage, jetj ne- 
vertbelefs, his name appears to the petition, which afked it of 
die Houfe of Commons, being figned to it as chairman of the 
body; governed by its majority, and bound to give cfkSt to its 
proceedings. In the fame manner vicious men may mix, them- 
felves amongft the honcft, with the ulterior defign of eftabli(hing 
evil upon die bafis of what is good: it ever muft be fo in all 
the tranladtions of the world, and parts of the evidence may 
lead to a fufpicion, that it might be fo in die prefent inftance . 
but for that very reafon a Jury ought to be the more abundantly 
cautious of the effed of foreign and irrelevant matter; and 
fhould examine into each man's guilt or innocence, by his own 
individual conduct. 

Gendemen, I have hitherto infifted upon die views of the 
Conftitutional Society, as they are to be coIleiSkd from its origin 
and its ads ; and I am equaUy prepared to Oiew (indeed it moft 
decifively appears already, by every thing which has been prov- 
ed by the Crown) that die objeds of the Correfponding Society 
were precifely ftmihr ; diat they were avowed by their original 
inftitudon, which they publiflied to the world ; and which, though 
puUiflied upwards of diree years ago, and though ever fmce in 
moft extenfive circuladon, were not by the Crown even con- 
fidered as in any refpedl injurious or illegal. Yet now after 
having for all that time been tranfcribed into every newfpaper, 
and fold publicly by every bookfeller in the kingdom, widiout 
even a common information being put upon the file againft any 
pdnter for a libd ; they have been fuddenly got together, not 
againft their authors, but againft a ftranger to their very ex- 
iftanoey and have fornifhed the elaborate commentary upon the 
fiflKute of High Treafon, which you have been 6bliged to Kften 
to for fo many dajrs together. 

he/i us now examine this original inftitution of the Corref- 
popding Society, and fee whether in fobriety and fairnefs it fur- 

^lilhesdie remarks which have been made upon it 

It is charged with the introduction of dangerous novelties— 
jet on the very front of it where they fet out with defcribing 
their objeds, they fay — ^ Laying afide aU pretenfions to origin 

3 



^ naltty, we daim no odier merit riun limt «f emj/Shri^ 
^ what has already been urgisd in oar mmfin ctfife^ b)f dtf 
«^ Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitc^ and ^bdr An kmrfb fmtf 
*^ years back, and perfevere. in fupportkig widi cwnhwr aid 
^ zeal, the banners of truth ahmdjr dilpbfcd dMm*" NmT 
I a(k any perfon who will only ccnftnt tacscfcMb dieCMHMl 
candour of a gerideman (to fiiy-nodung rf the fctupabane* 
lerve of criminal juillce) whecber It was poffkle fir a Sotifllfl 
whofe object was to perfevere in the caufe which Mr* Pitt^ and 
the Duke of Richmond had originated and deferted, better « 
more diftin£):Iy— better or more diftinfily to cxpreft it; Aelai* 
guage is moft precifc and unambiguous* But it ftnis dnt it il 
all colour and deceit — It may be (b— but diey wfe aflat dkit a 
man's meaning is the very reverie of his expreffiDDS^ muft pssfc 
that variance as a matter of fact, by comparing baa ondadf 
with his declarations. Has any fudi proof bocn grven in Ibm 
Liftance before us? So fer from it^ diat mara noar upntAa 
fecond trial, after the acquittal of Mn Hardy, who floafthdfan 
a Jury to aiifwer for this very paper, of 'whidl he woa tkeattter, 
and to which his name was figned» The whok objeft of ifaat tn} 
was to (hew this variance betvreen the condtiA of die Sorietjii 
and this its original and public profeifion; with indiat fiicoefi dM 
late verdidl: has recorded : not a witnefs appeared for the Crovm 
who did not prove the very reverie of the imputation ; puftitd 
of the moft private papers of all whom raflinefs thought fit ta 
fufpc^, not a fcrap of writing was produced to cfeiUiii aay 
departure from the open avowed objeAs of thciv iaftitutistt; 
yet, notwithdranding the acquitul of the avowed audior aal 
publiflier of this paper, to the exprefled £itisfa£bon of the. Gotft 
and Country, it is now read over again as evidence, and vdw* 
mently infifted upon with the very lame arguments which hal 
been before rejected, with this difference onty, diat tnfttad of 
being urged as formerly againft him who was accountable fcf 
its contents^ they are now employed againft a gentleman who 
does not appear from any proof to have been even acqusdnted 
with its cxiftence; and who began, and bad been purfuing bU 
obje£l (whatever it was} for years before the paper had a be- 
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ing, which is u(td to decypher his intentions. How completely 
is the Lord Chief Juftice's argument fubvertcd, and torn to 
pieces by this procedure. — So bi from ian<Stloning the princi-* 
pie, that men are not entitled to the benefits to be derived froii% 
a fair conftru^on of their expreffions, hi3 Lordlhip told the Jury^ 
that) in a caie fo hig^y penal^. they were not even ftri£tly to be 
bound by their literal interpretation ; y^ you are now graveljt 
;^d to condemn to death dbe gentleman at the bar, hy taking th^ 
meaning to be diredly the reverie of what language has efta^ 
bUflicd, although all the extrinftc evidence by which alone fuel; 
a latitude of judgment could be endured, falls in with and fup^i 
ports the ordinary conftru£lioo of the writing. 

The logic by which this mode of judgment is eftabliflied.. 
keeps pace in novelty with the proportion itfelf. ^ People maf 
^ talk of their loyalty,^' (ays the Solicitor General, ^ and oi 
^ their love for the Conftimtioa, when nothing like it is in 

their hearts. Lord Lovat did fo Mriien he was plotting tb^ 
^ deftrudion of hit Country." Surely this obiervation is 
hardly worthy of (b learned a nun-^Lord Lovat took up arms 
againft the King» he v/as a£hially taken in open and.hand^ 
rebellion; and, therefore^.to be fure, anything be might havq< 
faid or written^ upon the fubject of his principles or intentions, 
could be of no avail : whatever he might have faiJ or written^ hU 
$p€U diedy condemned him. If a man holds a knife to my throat 
to dcftroy me, it is in vain for bim to iay he loves me. — But t^ 
give the cafe of Lord Lovat any bearing upon the prefent, you 
mufi firft prove that our defign was to arm , and I (hall then admil} 
the argument and the conclufion. But has any fuch procf been 
given upon the preient trial? It has not been attempted— the 
abortive evidence of arms has been abandoned — even the folitar]^ 
pike> that formerly glared rebellion from the corner of .tha 
Court, no longer makes its appearance > and the knives bair^ 
retired to their ancient o£Eice of carving. Happy was it, indeedf 
for me, thay they were ever produced, for fo perfectly common 
were they throughoi«t all England, and fo notorioufly in ufe for 
the moil ordinary purpofes, that the public juftice and benevor 
boce^ ibocked at the perverfion of truth in th^ evidence con* 
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cerning thctn, kept pouring them in upon die finom all qinr» 
ters. The box before me is half full of them, and if all diiier 
trades ihould fail me, I might fet up a cudcr'a fliop in cooSt* 

qucnce of this caufe. 

The next paflage of the original inftitucion, which Ae Soli- 
citor General fclected for obfervadoo, is precii^j of die Cme 
fort. It is impoffible to fupport his argwnent on it without 
confounding the whole ftructure of language— (frj dx^) 
we can once regain an Annual Parliament, to be &iriy chofen 
by the people, they will then be RSSTOMD to their joft 
(hare in die Government of their Counhy. The ex^iielEuu 
is, REGAIN Annual Parliaments— yet the dhaige is, diat die 
Conftitution was to be wholly fubverted, and a new and dift- 
rent one eftabliflicd. — How is it poffible to regaik dnt which 
was never before eftabliflied ? — ^HoW were they to regmimiu 
which they were themfelves to invintj and to crgaief — How 
was that to be rejlored which nevir hefrn had an cad il eMce, 

Gendemen, the next accufadon againft the Coi' rclp a u diqg 
Society is fo manifeftly, and fo glaringly unjufl^ that I fed I 
have a right to complain of its introducdoo— Not of its intnn 
duction by my learned friends, who were bound to lay before 
the Jury, all the materials which die two Houfes of Parliament 
reprefenring the nation^ had adopted upon the fubject; the At- 
torney General was undoubtedly bound in juftice to die pri* 
foner, as well as in deference to Parliament, not to garble the 
proceedings, but to fubmit the whole of them to your confide- 
ration. I have no complaint againft bim^ or againft mnj if 
the honourable rnen ivho aj/j/i him. So far from it, I hate 
nothing more at heart, at this moment, dian that the impreffion 
of my obfervations (hould reach beyond the Court, and affect 
THE Attorney General himself, whofe candour and 
integrity I know will be open to receive them. It was im- 
poflible he could know what he has learned from the evidence 
in the laft caufc, or what he is yet to learn from it in this.— 
And as I forcfee that the moft beneficial confequences may arife 
to others hereafter, from the fubject being feen by my learned 
friend, in its true and genuine colours, I fhall, whatever may 
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^ t\ic labour to tnyfelf, proqeed in the dete^Hon of the fallacies 
which have been heaped on one another, though many of them 
have little or no application to the defence I am now engaged 
in. My dient, indeed, generoufly impofes this burthen. As 
he looked only to the general happinefs, in the condud Vhich 
brings him a priibner before you, without any poifible viei^ of 
advantage to himfelf, fi he now looks anxioufly round him with' 
the fimie generous and independent fpirit, and enfeebles, by ex- 
panfion, the argument of his own innOcenCe^ that it may extend 
to protied the innocence of others, and to vindicate die freedom 
of his Country. 

Gentlemen, the Accufiition, which the Houfe of Commons 
made part of its Report, and the Injuilice of whidi I Complain, 
is, that the Correfponding Society had no fooner been eilab'^ 
iiihed than a Society at Norwich wrote to them to know di6 
objed of thttr inftitution ; and that fo confcious wertf they that 
dieir dcfigns were different from their public profeffions, that, 
inftead of at once appealing to their printed inftitution, to fpeak 
for itfelf upon the occafion, they wrote a dark, guarded, enig- 
matical letter, in order to conceal a purpofe which could not 
with prudence or fafety be revealed. I confefs, I never in my 
life was fo much furprized as at the impudence and falfehood of 
this aflertion ; for I maintain, that it is not poflible for langtiage 
to fiimiih an anfwer more explicit, nor one that in more direft 
terms did appeal to their public declarations for thetr defign^. 
I will read to you the very words of the correfpondence: the 
Norwich Society fay—" Our principal defign in writing is, that 

we may have an opportunity of knowing more exadHy what 
** may be thought the moft eligible fteps to be taken in carrjring 
" on this great bufinefs of our aiTociated brediren, and to have 
" an opportunity to afk fuch (brt of queftions as may be thought 

very reafonable among Ae brethren; efpecially when we 
^ think that publications are covered with a fort of obfcurity 
^ in it, as the Sheffield people's declaration, vMch leemed de- 
" termined to fupport the Duke of Richmond's plan only; but 
^ fince we find, in a printed letter received from them in a 
" book, that they mean to abide by fbme modenUe Reform, as 
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" may hereafter be brought forwiud bjr die Fikndb ff ¥€0* 
pie, which method is uncertain to ii9> Agiia» me find 
the Friends of the People, and die SedcCjr fer C^i H illiwii i 
Information do not exa£ll]r agnei-rVe ooidd be ffui lo 
^ know the reafon. It feems to me as thoMgh die diflaarpae 
^ was this — ^The Friends of the Pco|4e meaa- aij m partial 
^ Reform, becaufb they leave out 4be iwde npnSm^lkt 
^ Duke of Richmond's Plan, and talk only of « Sdfan} nUb 
^ the Manchefter people (eem to imiitMte^ if miir^fsag Mr. 
^ Ptf/'nr, a% though tbey win imUnt upm RifmUism frmifhi 
^ only. Now, to come clofer to the main quefljony k ia anif 
«^ defired to know whether the gfvfral^y «f die SoicaaM iMam 
» to reft (adsfied with the Duke of Richamd'a pfaa «4rs 
^ OR WHETHER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE D£«6N 
« TO RIP UP MONARCHY BY THE SOOTS, AND 
« PLACE DEMOCRACY JN IT» STEAD." Tbie i 
the kueri the language of which baa bem nig^y laliad 
upon, and which is printed in italifii v4 <9pitale ia ffr 
ports of both Houfes of ParUaaMop But vM, in ibe £«ft 
place, have the Correfponding jSpdcty to do ^rAk dttkopngr 
of this letter ; and how, in common decency or rcwwmnn fcnfe^ 
can it afied them ? Is it to be jcndured that Treafiw (ball be 
fattened upon me, becaufe I am abfurdly or imperuaantlj aflorf 
whether my intentions be traitorous j unleis mj prnrimnriaiduft 
or declarations have excited a reafonable fu^pidooy or mbMi ita 
evidence of bad intention can be coUeded from MY AVSWSIL 
If my anfwer, indeed, furnifhes conclufion againft me, thai ii 
quite another thing. Let us, therefore, exaaDune diali |w thr 
qjjESTioN is no evidence at all but as it is introdudoiy of the 
reply : yet, would you bglicve it, the anfwer i$ not even printed 
that I can find, in the Reports \ it is wholly fupprefled v and is j 
only introduced, by the candour of the Crown> in the cendufi | 
of the profecution. The anfwer, which bears date the ibtbof 
November, 1792, begins, as was natural, with recapiHiilatii^ 
tlie quciiions put to them, nj^ly in the language of the letter 
iti'cif y and then they (ay — A|id as to the object we have IJ^ 
vijL-Wi we refer you to our Addrtdcs, you will therein fee 
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^ we mean to diflemlnate political knowledge^ and thereby en^ 
^ gage the judicious part of the nation to demand a nftorattoh 
^ of their rights in annual PARLiAMtKts ; die members of 
" thofe Parliaments owii^O their iliHion h the unhugbiy and 
^ toen ufAiaffei^ fi'S^H^ ciHxen in foffijjim if his 

^ rei^n^ and n$t tncapaeitoted hy crimesi*' — ^This is the anfvrei* 
of the Correipondtng Society; And having fet myfelf td rights 
with my learned friends at die bar^ but meaning to- extend my 
tourtefy no fitrdier^ beeanfe juftice confines it t6 diem^ furely I 
have a ri^t to a(k whether it be confiftent with the dignity ot 
charader of a great and augufl tribunal, td atcufe perfons ca-> 
pitally arretted^ and before die leafbn of dieir trial, with having 
ihnink from quefKons put td diem for an expofition of theh- 
Inodvesj aldiough diey were potTeflM of die anfwer I have jufl 
read to you^ which refers die queflions pofidvely and unambi- 
guoufly to their drigiml addreis; whidi repeats die fame legal 
t)bjeds, if poffibie, with ad<Etional precifidn; and which tdls 
diem that from thcfe dbje£b fi a fetmid time delineated and ex^ 
frejjidi they mebn keitber U deviate to the right er kfij tut t$ 
fnrfue them by allmeahs consent with the Law and Cenfirtatio^ 
tf the Kingdom, 

The next obfervation which is made upon dw language of 
their proceedings, is flill of the fame completion, and turns 
tound dh-eftly in their fiipport. 

'The charge^ you cbferve, is fbf centring to hdd a Cdti^ 
Mention in England in die year to ufurp tlie Gover rt ment y 
and to depofe and deffroy the King. AH the papers and letters 
Ivhidi have been read; widi earlier dates, having been only 
produced to convince you that the Conventiim was projefied for 
(hat detelhble purpo&. To efbblifh this from tfaeh- own Com- 
pofftions^ Mr/ SolicitDr General fays^ (he will give me leave 
to remind him of his eXpreffion) Look to the language* 
^ iff which diey diemfelves fpeak of the proceeding in a^ta« 
^ tion— Let us agree to hold another Britifli Coftvcntiom— 
« What cduld fSbh mean,'' fays my learned friend, Uftng s 
ftrong eniphafis upon the wifrd AKOtHER — ^ Whit eoQld it poiB- 
« tty Vtt a refblmiort to hold amhtr Gdntehtidn frrtitdt 
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Should depend upon the fuccefeful refolution of fuch a chaos <if 
inatter as is fpread before me^ in which every faculty of the 
mind is bewildered and confounded; that they fliould not only 
-have their own writings to explain, and dietr own traniadiona 
to anfwer for, but that there fhould be heaped upon their heads 
every thing that has been fiud, . written, or tranladed, for years 
together, in every corner of the Kingdom, by perfons with 
whom they not only never aded, but whofe names or exiftences 
•they never heard of. If the jcrbmnal law of England counte- 
•nances fuch a proceeding, how is die fubjed to contend with 
any profecatioii which the Crown chufes to inftitute ? — Where 
is the man capable of affifting him upon fuch a trial -What 
purfe is equal to the expence of witnefles ?— and where is the 
tribunal equal, in body and in mind, to its decifton ? 

In the firft place, however, and before J proceed to explore 
the proceedings of the Edinburgh Convention, in the beft way 
I can, through the maze of materials before us, let me aflc, as 
a preliminary queftion, what thi homurabU gentleman^ wham I 
rtprefent^ had t$ d9 with tbrm f Sufpofing all its tranfaSfims 
had been Treafin^ biw is ht affieSlid by them? It has been 
afiiimed, that Mr. Tooke was an a^ve promoter of the Scotch 
Convention, becaufe bis name ftands entered in the books of die 
Conftitutional Society as prefent when the fending of a Dele- 
gate to Edinburgh was under deliberation. Good God \ Gen- 
tlenen, how grof» is this conclufion, and how pernicious is the 
pnndple which concludes iL This entry would not be evidence 
in an adion for ten pounds ; yet what would not do upon a 
charge for killing a hare or a partridge, is to be «fed as evidence 
to deftroy the life of an Englifli fubje£t, and with it the law 
and Conftitudon of the Kingdom. The Society has been con* 
fideredas a Corporation; its books have been laid upon die 
table as audK>ritadve a£b, binding upon all its members ; and 
the pen of the Secretary of a club is to conclude upon a h€t 
irrtiich is to afie& life. The real truth is {and it aught to be 
.a filemm warning t$ Courts of Juftico not to depart from the ftriH 
rules of evidence) Mr. Tooke was not present when the 
|iropofmon for icnding a Delegate to Edinburgh was inadei: 
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neither did die propofition, whea waih an Ait iff i«eiv»lh» 
concurrence or ipprbbation of die Sonetfy fault op diecqMqb 
msobjcaedto by die majoritj-* vOt imBm^ Ihef dmi^ t 
criminal, but beouUe di^ beliqred it ufekfe The Ink- 
ther difcuffion of die fubjcfk wMt tfacK^n^ polpomd froBilfe 
asth to die aKth of Odqber, ^fAm • ifpcU uMmm M a mf 
meeting was appointed, and Mr. John VKllimi the mmt 
die propofition, was fent tq WimUedon requcft Mr. Tooke 
to attend and (upport it ; but it oppeait hj Mc. Admmh ctii. 
dence that he abfolutely rcfufed to cqmh' |nMd> die fBOr 
poGd as frivolous and imperdoeii^ infbneflh -dttt ke^peoin- - 
fidered ^ a man bribed and penfigned to factnj the caak 
Parlumentary Reform, hj widdioldiiig Jiit $i|ipQct to a kgd 
and well-meant propofition in ^vour of tlie : praoeediegp ii| 
Scodand. Yet thb gendeman^ greedy advanced in yensy and 
(leclining in his health, ^iiio was fluiti^) «f i^s ikm^ mi-kq 
iifiriy within the compals of hit hoi|fe and gndentn WohUd- 
don, ^ere he ' uied to wifli an Aft of £lailittnent mjg^ tan? 
fine him for life, who was painfiiUjr bclfanri^g a gmfiec pimM| 
of his time to the advancement of Icammg ^en the mlcft 
health could with (afcty bring to it^wfao was intenfdydevoeed 
to rcfearchts which will hereafter aftonifli, and will not be fiioQ 
forgotten by the world — who was, at that very mmemt^ ^^VS^ 
in a work fuch as the labour of man never before undertookt 
nor perhaps his ingenuity ever acconq>Iiihcd-«^hq bad laid oat 
near an hundred pounch only in packs df^caids^ to rhidn bf 
artifice and contrivance the frailty of memory aad>the fliertneft 
of life, otberwife infuificicnt for die magnittidocf hiapufiut— 
who never faw the Conftitutionat Society but in tl|e cauxte^ 
of a few (hort moments, after dining with feme of its maft 
refpcdbblc members; and who pafitivgfy objt&td to the very 
meafure which is the whole foundation of the profecudoo, iS| 
ncverthclefs, gravely confidcred to be the mafter-fliing, wUch 
was continually pulling and dircding all the inferior movements 
pf a confpiracy as extcnfive as the ifland, the planner of a nr* 
volution in the Government, and the adtive head of an armed 
rebellidh againft its authority. Gcmlemen) is this a propoikion. 
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to he fubmkted to the judgment of boneft and enli^itened men, 
upon a trial of life and death. Why, there is nothing in the Ara- 
bian Ni^ts Entertainments, or in the Tales of the Fairies, 
vrhich is not dull matter of hSt compared with it. But die truth 
1% as it ftuids already upon Mr. Adams's evidence^ that ib little 
was the energy of die Society upon* die fubjefl, that, at the gene- 
rai, adjourned, and *xtra9rdinary^ meeting, which was to decide 
upon this great queftion, which Mr. Tooke thought ib (mail a 
one, but upon which die fate of Great Britain is confidered here 
as having depended, only feven people gave their attendance; and, 
although Mr Yorke was chofen Delegate to give countenance 
to the caufe, and to former refoludons, yet there were ob- 
ftades to die completion of bis miffion, becaufe die vmjs anJ- 
means could not be provided for his fupport. 

It appears alio, by Mr. Adams's evidence, that die Conftitu* 
ttonal Society, which, for the purposes of diis proceeding, has 
been repfefenced as a fimg^inary and widely extended confpiracy, 
conftfledonly of a few gendemen, who wifbed well to the canie 
of conilitutional Reform, which they were too honefl to aban* 
don, but too infignificant in wsakh, or numbers, efficadoufly 

fupport. In order, dierefbre, to prevent themfelyes from 
being laughed out of a very honourable purpofe, and to prevent the' 
honeft and independent p«t of the public from giving^ up tfae^ 
eaiife of RefbntI, from du; defpair of countenance and (bpport, 
diey publiflied in their refoludons thoufands of papera whkb' 
fhey never printed, and ei^pended large fuma which diey never 
had,-^I might, dierefbre, whdly dedine all confidmtion of the 
Scotch CofiVentioni as imperdnent and irrda^yant, and if I was 
my own nirafter I would ^o foj but the honourable gendeman, 
who has a right tO'direfk myoondud, with a generofity which 
muft endear hini to every body, even in diis very moment^ wbehi 
he ke^ me-pveparing to meafure my difcQttffe by the exigency of 
his'OAtn^piMctthr defenccf, infifls iipoh-mty meeting the Solid-t 
tor GendHd upon* die major propofirioii <if his argumem; I 
rould ntoi^tit, &ys my client, interrupting his own Counfd, 
in his own -defence, Icould-maintain that land not criminal (yoat 
liaye already, indeed amply maintained it-)} but tkaf is Miniugb 
Di^ wbcA 
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fldTiimed by this Convendon, althcHigii, in the verf proceeding 
which they thus moft unaccouncably feled for commentary) they 
hour obedience to. all a£ls €%njyt$nt with the Conftitutinty and 
only refufe it to fiich as^ in their minds, militated againil the 
firft principles of the Engliih Government, which they were 
determined to fopport, inftead of being banded to overturn. 
But, in what manner, and to what extent, did they projeft a rc- ' 
fiftance to ads militating againft their rights? Did they meditate,' 
by force, the deftru£lion of Pariislment which infringed them ? - 
Liften to the conclufion of this declaration, upon which fo much 
has been (aid, and then tell me whether this body can^ with 
common decency or juftice, be charged as in a ftate of rebellion. 
*♦ fVe will continue to aJfembU toconfiier the beji means by which' 
^ we can accomplijh a real Reprefentation of the People^ and 
^ Annual Parliaments^ until compelled to deftft by fuperior forct^^ 
What is this but faying, that they will, for an honeft end,- 
abide the penalties of an unjuft law, rather than efcapefrom them* 
by its obfcrvanced-**Mr. Juftice Blackftonc truly (ays, that there 
is nothing even imnK>ral in fuch difobedience — for that, if there 
were— prohibitory and penal regulations would be fnares to the 
conicience of the fubjed. 7*he fad is, there never had been a 
^w in England, nor was there any then in exiftence to prohibit' 
the meafures they were engaged in. An ad which had juft' 
been paiTed in Ireland had, for the iirft time, declared fuch pro** 
ceedings to be a mifdemeanor, though without an ad we are now * 
treating them as High Tneafon, and the introdu&ioa of a fimilar ' 
bill into the £ngliib Parliament being the common report, they' 
refolved not to iandion its unconftitutional rinciple, much lefs ' 
before the law exifted, by a voluntary obedience, but to wait its 
regular enforcement by the Magiftrates^This is not only die 
obvious meaning of die reblution itfelf, but it is eftabliihed be- 
yond a doubt, by their fubfequent condud» as it appears by the 
letter of Margarot, the Delegate of the Correfponding Society, 
who, giving an account cA their difperfion by the Magiftrates, 
fis I (hall (^endy read it to you, exprefles himfdf to thisefied — 
}f, (ays he, we had cjefifted without the exertion of fuperior force, 
it would have b^en {unren4erii^g our rightS) and the privileges. 
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of odim; biic^ ivhen caM upon bf fiq^triir fixee^ £ a 
By the audioritjr of the Ma^bvte^ Ae fubniSea coW 
not be confideied as an aeknowledginerit of ttM i fgn eBon oil «iir 
jparts. The Aiflfolutionof this PailiflBiefit (ei k k^gnvtly fl^) 
isdefcribed, by Margarot's letter, to hHire bom cfibAcd dm 
^ Two meflbngcrs came again into e«r nain lRril Ocnddi they 
^ left afununons to appear at ten o^doek : Witfc M ai T ^awK ib itj left 
^ nothing but a rcqudft to accompany Gerald W tlM <liite, yet| 
^ when arrived there, he found W^a wafnnC M» iffued ugmA 
^ hhn, for the purpofeof detaining himaprifiincr, Oh' Thnrfky 
the whole Convention were equally iltufed: the Piwoft went, 
and after pulling Matthew Camfibcll Brown, of Sbefieid, o«t of 
>* the Chair, ordered the Convention todifperte» andftdd llm, he 
^ woi:Id allow no Tuch meetings in fiiCum, > Tli0M« day, Ae 
»^ Convention having agreed to meet at aootha> place out of the 
juriididioii of the Proved, we had not long been ailemUed, 
before the Sheriff appeared amongft us, and- laving aiked 
whether the meeting was the BrifiA Conrentlon, and being 
^ anforcred in the afllrmative, ordered us t6 di^art He aflnd 
^ who was Prefident-i-upon whiah- MargaMy hivff^ ^'P^'fy 
^ aikcd and obtained leave from Convention, pbced Urn* 
** felf in the chair, and told the SheriiF he would not break 

the meeting, unkfs unconJiitutimMUf frnti-tbtrfH^ by- the She* 
" rsjff^s pulling bim 9ut of the chair^ which the tatter, after fixne 
hcfuation, complied with* The Ex-Prefidenty Geraldi was 
then put into the chair, in order to be pulled out by the She- 
^ rifF alfo, which being done, the meeting wM tken defed with 
<^ pray^, and the company departed pcactMy^'^ Now, does 
the \riiole hiftory of human folly fumifli any thing fo extrava* 
gantly abfurd and ridiculous, as to confider this as thefitppreiBon 
of an extenfive and armed rebellion, and as a fort of counter* 
revolution in Great Britain ? 

Upon the trial of a folemn and important caufe, upon which 
pot only the lives of innocent men are depending, but the cx- 
iftcnce of the laws thcmfelvcs under which we live, I am afraid 
to run into obfcrvations which are ludicrous*, but foeh is the pie- 
poftcrous nature of this whole buftnefs> that it is impoflible to 
5 avoid 
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fUroid it- In reading the minutes of this Convention, as the re* 
gular proceedings of a Parliament, holding at once the fword ari€ 
J)urfe of the kingdom, we have frequently eiicountere*} with matter 
which, whether we would or np, has convtilfed us with laughter 
in the midft of the awful duty we are engaged in. In the minutes 
of the fifth day, the jtift of November, 1793, we find the De- 
puty Secretary informing the Convention that he had Is^ night 
received fifteen fhillings from fix vifitors, which ivas ordered to 
be paid to Mr, Skirving, with tliree (hillings more already coU 
leAed^ and, on the day following, we have Mr, Margaret 
moving (I fuppofe in the Committee of Ways and Mfeans) that 
a general colle£bon ftiould be made, which being confented to 
;md Mr. Callendar and Mr. Scott being appointed coUedorSi 
thefe gentlemen made their report inflanter: 

That there had been drawn - - - 458 

jBut of which there being two bad {hillings, the ba* 
lance was - 43 3 

To which a perfon, of the name of Moore, added a fhilling. 
Y et this aflembly of poor unarmed people, colle^ng fixpences 
to pay for their room and Aeir advertifements, who were difr 
peried by a common Juftice of the Peace, with lefs buftle than a 
i v atc hm an puts an end to a brawling in the comer of a flreet 
every night throughout year, are now confidered as having in- 
tended to afiTume to themfelves, and indeed, for a feafon, to have 
exercifed al) the fun£H<nis of this great Country, proteded as it 
is by a vail fbnding amy, by a national militia, confifting of 
all the gentlemen of England, whofe landed interefts depend upon 
the (bbility of the Government, and by the great body opu- 
lent merchants and monied men, whdfe fortunes are veiled, of 
courfe, in die public fuiid^ and thereby their pofleffions and the 
hopes of their families entwined with the very howels of the 
State. 

Inhere is another point of view from- whence, if we examine 
(bis proceeding, it muik appeal^ if pofiUej, flill more extraor^ 

dinary* 
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xUiiar}'. I admit that, in confequcooe of the dify&boa ^Mdk 
they coiifidcred to be illegal, a great many inflanunatory papen 
were written ; and that it was thought advifeable, upon ihe 
whole, to fubjei^ the principal pcribns, engaged in this Convea- 
tion, to a legal profecution. But how were they pfofecntrJf 
and by that very Government which has inftituted the picfait 
proceedings i Were they profecuted for High Treafiin? Na 
Was the charge of Treaibn ever thought of, or connirfitJ with 
their names ? I answer, kevbr. Although they were not 
met together, like Mr. Hardy and the other unfortunate pii* 
foncrs, to confider how they JI>9uU in future bold a Conven- 
tion, but were Uken, flagrante delido^ iu the very mQ rf bolL 
ing om^ and of holding precifi-ly fucfa a one as the prifoners are 
charged with having only prr)jcaed ; THEY WERE only ac- 
cused OF A MISDEMEANOR. I repeat the expreffion, they 
were only profecuted for a mifdcmeanor, although tuien in the 
of holding precifely fuch a Conviutiou as ihe frijeuen euljf 
frojeSied. For I again refer to the Solicitor General} whetiier 
he did not twice afTcrt, and his learned co-adjutor jmrr than 
tivicf^ that the confpiracy charged upon the record was to hold 9 
Cunvcntioa fimilor to that which had been heU and put idbwa 
in Scotland. J aiTcrt alfo that Government had the fame mate- 
rials in its hands for conviction which it has ax this hour-*they 
bad fpics in every corner. There was not a man but in his 
houfc they had a fcrvant fce'd." And the minutes of the 
Convention, which have been read at your table as evidence of 
High Trciifoii, wcrefeized by the Provoft and Sheriff of Edin- 
burgh, in 1793, and read as evidence againft Margarot and Ge- 
rald, when profecuted only for libels in the Judiciary Court. 

What fhall wc fay, then, of a Government whidi lays a 
fnare for innocent blood, by giving to an act the character of a 
mifdcmcanor, waiting tor future victims when it fhould be ex- 
alted to the denomination of Rebellion and Treafon. Gentle- 
men, I make no fuch charge upon Government — 1 acquit them 
of all fchcmes upon the fubject, good or evil — 1 believe that the 
fit of alarm can^e very fuddciUy, and very lately upon them 1 

an4 
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•nd diat diey do not know, even novp, npon what prmcii>Ie 
they are hcre^ or what they have to hope from their proceed-^ 
ings. 

The magiftrates of Edinburgh having brought the leaders of 
the Convention before the Court of Jufticiary, they were con- 
victed of mifdemeanors ; but thefe judgments inftcad of producing^ 
the cflFcct that was expected from them, produced (as ever hajv 
pens from perverted authority) great irritation and difcontenc 
They were, in my mind, and in what is far more important, in 
Ibmc of the greateft minds in this Country, illegal prto- 
CEEDiNGs. And although I do not mean, in this place, to 
make any attack upon m^iftratos in the executioa of their 
duty 

Lard Chief Jvfihi Eyn. It (hould not be ftated here thaC 
dicy were illegal. 

Mr. Erjkine. I did not &y they were illegal — I faid, thai 
in my opinion they were fo^ and that they wen quejlioned in Pmr^ 
liament as fueh. It is not my purpofe to give offence to his 
Lordflup, who has given us an indulgent and attentive hearing 
through the whole courfe of this caufe ; but it is material to ftate^ 
becaufe it accounts for fome of the virritings in evidence^ that the 
opinion and conduct of the Scotch Judges were quefti^nabU^ 
that they were actually queftioned in Parliament; (as thet 

MAY YET HEREAFTER. BE QUESTIONED) and Were pro- 

nounced by. the greateft men, in both Houfes of Parliament, to 
have been harih, unconftitutional, and illegal. Smarting, there- 
fore, under the lafh of thefe fentences, which they confidered to 
be unjuft, and believing diat their colleagues had done nothing 
more than the law authorized, and their coniciences fuggefted, 
they came to an intemperate refolution concerning the Scotch 
Judges, which, though fo ftrongly relied on, can certainly have no 
fort of application to the cauie, fmce if they bad -knocked on the 
head the Lord Juftice Clerk, and all his brethren, whilft prcii- 
ding in their Court, inflead of contenting themfelves with li- 
belling theniy it would not have been High Treafon within the 
ftatute of Edward die Third. Thb mighty bugbear of a refo- 
lution is in thefe words. I am not afraid to meet it. 

« Re- 
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« Refolved, That bw ceafet to be tn dbj^^ of i<)fi i hli e ii 
whenever it becomes an in flj tunew t of ffffreSofu*' 
This is a mere abftract prq)dritian^ to ^ich I iMUd Ab^ 
fcribe my own name, at any timci 

Refdiredf That we call to mind^ wkh diti iotpelt MAc^ 
^ tion, the fate of the infiunoiis Jcferici^ .cnoe Lotd Cbicf 
^ Juftice of England) who» at die mm of the glorknts RcviAm 
** tion^ for the many iniquitous fi ai lencc t lie bad puSBd^ wiA 
^ torn to pieces by a brave and injured people*'* 

^ Refolved> That thofe who imitate hii eiBmpki dcfem hil 
« fete." 

Gentlemen, if the application of this maxim IMS nieait te h$ 

made to the recent proceedings of die Scotch Judges^ it nay hlf 
a libel upon tbeif pcrfons and audioridet for any diing I know 
or care. I fee nothing that is either crfaninal or i ndecen t III 
my mind, on the contrary, the pctmulgation of fudi awfol and 
ufc'ful rcAecHons, ihould not be left to die irregidir, and oAen 
mi&pplied, promulgation of private men) but ihould he pn»* 
mulgated as ^Icmn tldivals, by the audiority of the StttB icfeif^ 
There ought, in my opinion, to be public anniverfarles of the 
dctcftabic, as well as of the Dluftrious actions of mankind, in or« 
tier that, by the influence of negative^ as well as of poiidve 
example, the greateft poffiblc hold nay be taken of thtf grand 
ruling pailion of our nature, and the fureft indicadon of-its im-* 
mortality — the paifion of living in the minds of others^ beyond 
the period of our frail and tranfitory exiftence. By fuch m id- 
fiitution, public men would every moment be impelled forwani 
in the path of their duty, by the perfpedive hnmortal fewardt 
of an approving poftcrity. And, what is ftili more importanti 
and far more applicable to my prefimt purpofe, wicked men, 
cloathcd with human authority over dieir fellow creatures, would 
be deterred by the fame means from the abufe of them 9 becanfe^ 
m the very moment when they were about to barter away dns 
life of innocence, or die public juftice of their Country, for 
fome mifcrable advance of ambition in the decline of a tranfitory 
life, they might, perhaps, ftart back from the temptation, ap- 
palled by the awful view of future ages rifing up before the 
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baginatioiH fittiAg in judgment upon their chara(3«r% and pro^ 
claiming them Wkh indignation to the univerfe. 

But hoW) after all, do thefe rclblutions (whatever praifis or 
blame may belong to them) apply to the matter in band i For 
Mr. Tooke poCtively refufed to £uiAion them. Though Chair*^ 
man of the meeting) he would not remain in the chair when 
they were pailcd i and I will call, if you diink it material, the 
very perfon who took his place whilft they were pafling. Yet^ 
neverthelefs, they are brought forward againft him, and infiftcd 
upon with the feme argumcnti as if he had been their author. 
Gentlemen, this is intolerable. The whole hiftory of huaaa 
injuftice can produce nothing like it. The principle ii:eai9' to 
be that all the libels written by any man in the world who, at 
any time, has fupported a Reform in Parliament, whatever may 
be the fuhjtA of them, and however dalhing with one an« 
other in defign or opinion, may be drai^ into the vortex, and 
pointed to coovift of High Treaibn Mr. John Home Tooke. 
'By resKling cbefe contradictory performances as die evidence of 
bis defigns, they make him one day a Reformer of the Houfc 
of Commons, the next a rank Republican, the third well af-« 
k&cd to our nii](ed Conftitution, and die fourth rclapfiog into 
a Republican again. In this manner, by reading juft what 
they pleafe^ and infifling upon their own oonft^udion of 
what they ready ibe honourable gentleman is made eo ofcikte 
like a pendutum, from fide to fide, in the vibrations of opinion, 
without purfiiiog any fixed or rational courfe i although I will 
fli^w you that, of all men in the world, he has been tbe moft 
uniform, firm» and inflexible in his political courie. 

The next paper which they read is hardly, I dtink, at all 
connected with the important fubje£t of the trial, being a mere 
fquib upon the prefoat juft and poceflary war. It is a reiblution 
of the Coi^itutioDal Society of the 24th of January, to wfaicb 
Mr. Tooke was privy,in which it was refolved--^ ThatanexceU 
^ lent addrefii of the Correfpondiag Society (hould be inkrted 
^ in their booki* And thai the King's Ipeecb to his Fadiapaaeqt 
^ be inierlad iindqr it, in order that they may both be alway!^ 
* ready fot irrpetttiJ rcfereace ^ members of ^'s $0- 

" ciety 
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• dety^ring the continiiance rft^ttiwbii WtitMlrfll 
« and that in perfHmam rei m k mimjr ^ nf^mj^ y i p^ 

« onfc flieetat the happy \\%fmi af i^ <»MA k^pfj^nUfa 

« dufiofi, according Co the prtftWK p Wl H w t oi ii mMUf ^ tf 
hopeand beUevenottobemany^MondM^^dBbrit^' t -vA 
Gendeme.-!, furdy it is ihot T4ote tOt bdbfir *ir 'wHitf- 
MiniAers are daily hddtng forth ■ flunij ^ ir il <ifll>1RrtMK4lf 
cxpea ahd believe upon the aliMty tf:MlMM»»Alr^ 
war we are engaged in will boA be Woiq^Wa ^fd|NMit 
ifliie. Would the people of this Galinirf iMM taM A MM 
pofed) in a conjundure which for adamttylnt tip> |wlilliltil M 
littoTf of Great-Britain, but k$ dwft WwiliiiH AUfciiaiilMf 
the King's Minifters, which Mr^ TiKrite it #nlf aiaiili tf ' 
having believed? Were we not talS ^/ m m'^'Mkrkll[^^0 
p9Ktic€l c§nitovirfy^ tat irfinding mf cBmt ) ^EMW k i wlfwk 
told daily Aat the war would be bl o nht 'o i^^mitjfimMli^ 
terminaticm? And can it be crhaartil it irfuljia^^ tiliMi 
to the wEts and declarations of ClwiMHWrf -VmitigfiSti^'^l 
en the other hand, to be only iMnf 'tt^Mf AdMMMri|ill^^ 
a ridicule of their proceedings, wUck maf b#thM||(Mhi%dft 
conftrudion. Is a man's life todejpend ui tltft -CoMfy opoii 
his admiration or fupport of any particular 6c iif MfaifelM I 
care not a ftraw what you, the Jury, who are to iiacifc vfm 
my client's condud may think upon thefe tbpic%' oriqwi iN^ 
Minifters of the day. — rely upon your judgmcali w hotteA 
men, impreflled with a fenfe of rdigion, vAnofkoow AetelSitf 
of the oath you have taken, and die duty wUch it inpafaf' tti' 
I only introduce thefe fubjeds, not bticauie I think tfaail nlllL 
vant, but becaufe they have been diought fo'by tke Citywn wlw 
read thefe papers to condemn us. 

But it is the conclufion of thia refolution, I bdievei iMA 
gives the offence, where, upon motioi^ the words ^ fiudifel tni 
^ honourable,'' which flood applied to the Parliament, woe 
expunged, and the words ^ his, and his only,** inlerted in tiieir 
ftead« — What then — this is no denial of die fiddityof tiieKtog 
to his Parliament, but is an insinuation, on the co mm y y dflft 
the Parliament was unfiuthfid to the King. . If il caa be 
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fidered, therefore, in the ferious light of a libd upon any au-« 
thority, it is a defamation of the Houfe of Commons* But wc 
are not brought here to anfwer for a libd upon that Aflemblyt 
we are accufed of a confpiracy to cut ofF the King— ^d in order 
to prove it, they give In evidence an idle fquib againft the 
Houfe of Commonsi for not faithfully ferving him \ fo that if 
die paper were deierving of any confideration one way or the 
other, it makes quite againft the purpofe for which it is ufcd— 
unlefs it is meant to be contended, that the King and the Houfe 
of Commons are one and the lame thing. 

Another matter equally irrelavant has been alfo introduced, 
very fortunately, however, for the honourable gentleman at 
your bar, becauie it affords a fignal inftance of his generofity 
and noblenefs of mind. I fpeak of his letter promoting a fub- 
fcription for Mr. Sinclair, who had been conviAed in Scotland 
for a£Ung as a Delegate at the Convention. 

Although Mr. Tooke not only never fent him as Delegate^ 
but ftrenuoufly objedied to his delegation; though he fo uni- 
formly oppofed the whole meafure which led to his conviction 
and punifhment, as to lead to the queftion of his own flncerity 
in the minds of fome who fupported it; although the confc- 
quence of the fentence could not have pulled a hair out of his 
head, but led, on the contrary, to confirm the prudence and 
propriety of his conduct ; yet, in the hour of Mr. Sinclair's 
diftrefs, he was the firft man to ftcrp forward to fupport him, 
and to take* upon himfclf the public odium of protecting him, 
though he had privately dlfcountenanccd every act which 
could give the fuffcrer any claim to his countenance or fupport. 
I am perfeAly fure that my worthy friend the Attorney General 
is too honourable a man to make a fmgle obfcrvation on this 
genuine adt of difintcrefttd benevolence.— But I am not the 
lefs obliged to Mr. Gibbs for not fufleriug me to omit in its 
place, a matter which redounds fu highly to the honour of thi: 
gentleman we are defending. 

It is the fame fpirit that dictated the other part of the letter 
which regards Mr. Pitt. Filled with indignation that an inno- 
cent man (hould be devoted to a prifon for treading in the very 
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ftcps ^tcli IfcjfVnrfiA^cA AatUHfa^ to 1 
dc (ays, (I ftanrc irtiflaid the letter, hnt c*fi iwlf f tnuitii i c r i 

« trisd fer iMWiMiirf Ac **ft^€r f 

« for wWch mr* SSlcyir ihrs to fyifer, he bop^-d the 
« woaU not confair6& ferti him to Botany Btv/' 

Gentlenncn, I hate lot one tmark to make upoii thii i 
the letter, Tik^li^ ts wt InActallbr ^aumpdB ne tad I 
iflg the dcadt of Mr* Pttt, 

Gentlemen, we com/s at to tile tcry jmm of Ate 

the me»tf employed Ibr that purpAf *^1Kt it H f 1 
circudtfttoce, a eirctimftancc in my (iiSrtd atf^crtrly rtwe5#i%' 
c«r Ae p^efait trial, (unkfs ym mean to f^evia^ the fomet 
terdict, tthtc^WM tf jnm %Ilt, 
tainly cannot,) that Mr. Hardv» ixho fm adVe^^ ' 
<{iiitttd, -ins Ar very JSrfi and in^ift^ flf Ihc pre 

to hdd this >mkkt^Mm--^^ lSh«k ' 
taken in the atcoftiplilhmcnt of it, down to iHc Aj wHot ' 
prilbne^ were fmt m the Towr> wrc t^ltcn rw>t otlly with li^ 
privity, but through his direct ageiWyi and tfcit every kff$^ 
and paper wl^ Hi^^biai raii 1i||iM WMji^ ''^^^l 
fignature of his name, m^ny HtfH tMlg'^dfc of hb OM 
compofidon. H the Conventioiv Uh4#ilbM| ^pA^ briginainl 
the deteftable pHrpdSe dtiuged fijtTiir IrtiBrfflirfll^f^ IKr^ { 
who has beeri acquitted, was ^ oifgifltly 4ffir ' 
traitor; whatever was knawn, HF certaiiil^ 'tllcwr wt»af¥\t 
was done upte il^ ni not only did^ bti idioQjf'litl de 
to the doing df bf^»im^wmmmir ^ 0^ 
manifeftly the principal coiilpinHdr. 

This is no afiertion or argiiknentrf niae^s^^H^^MtM'hjf 
the Crown which now profecofes Mr^lTtitlftrtT ^Md'llirJ^ihBl^ 
was therefore firflj and moft property^ fetecttfitf 'ftr tiM;' fteottfe 
the object of the one we are now c ngagdl iA,~fltatf 'dflHfefy 
other that can fucceed toit, are only Qy appljri^ tafaotf ittg(iBca» 
tion and collateral circumftances, the very acte wMdHMtlEf dMefly 
brought home te Mr* Hardy, who ftantis idqpriMT 'tf "^ 
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Countrft luiy were without controverfy admitted by his 
Counfel. The Court laid, in fumnung up the evidence in tbe * 
former trial, that it had been but feebly argued diak Mr. Hardy 
was not implicated in a great part o<^ the evidence. 

Gentlemen, this Was but a caxitiaas and indulgent mode of 
ftatement by the Court, left admiAcms might be fappofed to 
have been made by us which Counfel ought not to make, for 
certainly we neither did, nor couM attempt to deny that Mr. 
Hardy was cognifcant oCf and active in every tranfiurtion whlelf 
regarded die Britiih ConreAtSon, the very Treaibn charged 
upon the retiord. The Aobrney Genera^ tHerefore, is re- 
duced to this dilemma, either to conteft the juftice of the fbrmef 
verdict which aa|uitted Hardy, or to iiirrender the prefentproTe' 
otdon* That diis is the true pofitionr of die cauie, wiH appear 
inconteffibly from die proofs. 

The'origin of the CortVend<m appears to have been this 
Mr. Hardyy who has already badn acquitted by his Cottntryi 
having received a letter, which has been read to you, from ar 
oountry cdrreTpondent, ftatitig diat as die Edinburgh Conven- 
tion had beim' improperiy and' illegally difperfed, it would be 
proper to hold atiother. He hid die propofid before die Corre* 
fponding Sodety, wha adopted it upon the 27th of Marcfay 
17949 and t^anfmitted a copy of their refifludon' upon the fub- 
jtSt to die Cooftitutional Society ibr their approbation. Mr« 
Hardy, dierefore, w» not menely adive as Secretary in the 
progreis of the Convention^ but was, iff his own pirfin^ the firfC 
mover and propofer of it; and it is impoffible that the Jur/ 
could have honourably acquitted him upon any other prlnciphf 
than their total and abfoiute ditbdief that the meaiure was* 
purfued for the deteftable purpofes imputed by this indidment. 

Gentlemen, die beft way to fupport that judgmeot, and tor 
bring you tathe fame conclufion, is to examine the proceedings^- 
and to let them fpeak for diemfelves. 

The Correfpondtiig Society, upon Mr. Hardy's pr(^>ofidon, 
having on the 27di of Macdi| 1794^ adopted a rcfoldtioo which 
they tranfmiCnd to the Owfttnitionsd Society for a^pprobadon^ 
that Society met the next daqr, die 28th of March, to confider 
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Hardy tumfelf^ in dsefc woi 

<^ I am' din^led by the London Comfponflif% 
« tranfinit the feM oyiog re JMutions to the Society fiir* 
« ttttional InfohnallplM littrQqiieft ite faitiinestii 

Sddety refpeatn^ the tatMflMAtfNbm Vrlilch* the 
^ junSure of afiairs kem 
" rponding Society eonecfV 

^ fidl and explicit dcclararion is necd&fy from iJl d>c frie 

of freedodl, whether the late jllecal and unht-ard of 
«^ fecutions and femotc^ thaU determbie us to abandon^ 

Trpauleliere a little— Pocs not dus ih^teftiMy fliew r^* 
tbetr CAVisx (with vHiha^ver icifgubriiy it m^bt lave 
purfued,) was nootl^ thimtfie O^li^ 
k it not deniooftritton that they confidercd the pcffom 
viAed in Scotland i» wrongfully conviScd ? It not in i 
nature, it is beyond the Bij^ht of huoiaii impudence c 
that men under a gov^tunctit of bm^lbmM pMiAf 
agaihft proTeciitions as illegal^ tyranitica], msi imhi^ 
they had either tbem&lyes coinfidcied tliem^ w tf they W j 
held by others to Kftve beetf 0^ if^lstt pf^mdif^ 
traitors arretted in rebellion agiUl dletr Countiy* 
^lercfore, this part of the letter, a» common charlt)' and co 
flfion fenfe muft concur in the conftrudioti, and as the fo 
Jury conftrued it;%{e^l^^ m mow ttefi Ms-^^-^hef'^ 
Conftitutional Society^ As we are in the pragfeft of ii^': 
caufe; as we are puufim^ a legal ptirpde hyhgAmm^ 
others have adopted %dbre us ; ihall we abaadon it| tcmfied tfjj 
the unrighteous judgments of another country, or flial] we tii4|| 
and perfevere in its fupport^ confiding that whatever may be 
the condition of Scotland, there is no kw here in England : 
which can condemn i% nor any JldgA nfto tm be intereAed h ' 
its perverfion; let us concur, therefore, in the neceiBty 1 
imother Coflvention, as the only legal and conftitutional meam 
of ffedxtffiiig die gcimnces wUA j«ffiTe& ue, and wbidi cm 
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only be efFedually redrcfled by a full and free reprefentatiod of 
the people of Great Britain. 

The crimes therefore, imputed to the Conftitutional Society 
i% only this, that addrefied in this ms^mer by die Correfponding 
Society fo Ji/cribing. its •bje£is^ it ailented to the appointment 
pf a CoDimittee of their Society, to meet a Committee appoints 
ed by die other, to confider of the proper fteps to he taken for 
the accomplUhment of th^ obje£t io defijribed. 

This is the whole that can be charged upon this Society; for 
there is nQ evidence whatever, even of ai\y of its members being 
acquainted with the defign of conlideriog of a Coiiv^on, un- 
til It caipe to them in the ihape of a letter from Mf. Hardy, 
who has b^n acquitted ; all the antecedent part being abfolutely, 
and entirely his own. This propofitlon, indeed, was fo bx from 
coming to the Conftitutioivil Society as the members of a 
(ecret confpiracy, that it was made ^i the moft public manner to 
other Societies, with whom they notorioufly wer^not conne^led; 
it was made to the Society of the Friends of the People, of 
^hich I have the honour %o be a member, who(e principles and 
Condu£l have been fpolcen qf with refpe<^ throughout thefe pro- 
ceedings : when we received their propo(al we were as well ac- 
quainted with all the antecedent pro9cedings of the Societies, as 
the evidence ms^es u$ acquainted with tfiem now ; and we ftiU 
flatter oiufelyes that lye lyere as capable of undcrlhuiding the 
meaning of what was addreffed to ouriclvcs, as thofe who iince 
then have aflfumed to themfelves the Oi^ice of decypherers ; yet, 
widi .i^Jl this Imowledge, we returned an aiFe£ti.onate anfwer tp 
thefe blpody confpirators ; vire wrote to them, that we heartily 
.concurred with them in the pbjefls they had in yiew, but differ- 
ed from thjpm in the expediency ^nd prudence of the means by 
which they had proposed to give them eiFe£l; we, therefore, un- 
derftood their obje<St in th? iame light with the Conftitutional 
Society, viz. The Reform in the Houfe of Commons only, 
^nd the difference between us is recjuced to a 4ifierei\ce in judgf> 
fnent, as to the mea^n for producing an en4 whigh .in commoa 
y^s approved, i 

E c 3 Gentlemen^ 



» 4ht fiflirfliMkiml Society %iyiif 
hive juft now ftated to you^ to appoint fmm of ihnr i 




•8 1 hive cicplained it to you ; vm are btw^t, 
ihB erMoMT, to Ihe confid^a^m of that ortn i& 
yoconi wfaitih llttfe OwniillMif fe'sppofatftdli 

crime of High Ti^rfofi, in wcsSsi-^ ThA «Mi 
^ a94 mni tfapy ilid tnitorotjfly confcnt arw! agree, that 
^.inUi Joyce, |ofan Angtiftofi Boosicy^ Joha Horne T 
» Thmam WiiiJit, Jdm 
f^BMcr, Ridhi^ ffodgfon, Jdhn Lovet, William S 
^ and one John Pearibn^ Ihctild confer and m«e% and o 
^ ntttogedier, for, and tin^di Ac «dUi]^ and ttftsfeling A 
^ ConTcndon, for the traitorous ptirpo^'riiMfiid:" f. ts 
ii agmd on aH hands for fubvtning the Governmrnt^ zrA de« 
pofing and defttoj^g the King. Hei^ another dileinma iocvita* 
hlyciydoies fhe <SM«mi beniJ^ dra»lferf%«i| 
gether toaragda the calling a ConvemioHj wtiich was to hrfd 
fxr tbefe traitoroits purpofes, IMiiiA I^H; l>c af|^ agiijift 
tfaele deven perfom appot y | t »J* rf^B fe tiy e0l^.iflp p^ ifi 
linlcTs the major pN^Wbti can firft be eftiijHHHhflt Rich a 
traitorous Convention was ui IgflflB^ *in tlie tiiaHirtiiWininH 
thofe who appointed them. For ttefe iSelren |i6rft!i#'M1M 
charged as having originated die Confentkm^ tnt cidi^'plllta . 
in his turn, is charged widi havii^ T otfoi te H liltf4^|tc«i||^'ite 
thefe perfons (hould confer tqgedier iqjpW ibe'iDfiniB^'^^ 
trfFea to a Treafon already hatcbed af^^tiMMplta^ 'iWdl 
inevitably throws them back upon Mr; Rardj^ Inii' Ml 
;icquitted; for how, in. die name df common ienfe, can flnir 
guilt be confiftent with his ini^ocenecf. ' I fry, ifaia is a dikmniai 
becaufe there is no road out of diis' abibrdity, but by ramifaf 
into another ; fince to confine die guih to die prifiMTs "who co- 
operated together, in exclufion of thofe who appoin ted them to 
do fo; it muft be afiumed that they were, iona fide^ appointod 
to confer towards calling a meeting, which had for itt rial and 
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honeft object, a Reform iu Parliament : hut that they were na 
fooner appointed tban^ without the confent of thofe who had 
<lcputed them, they confederated to change the purpofe of the 
deputation, and coafpired amongft their eleven felves to form 
a Parliament, for ruling, by force of arms, over this mighty 
kiiigdom. 

Now, I appeal to you, Gentlemen, whether there ever was a 
propofition fo utterly out of the whole courfe of human afiairs, as 
that fix men of one very numerous Society, and five out of 
another equally numerous, unanimoufly appointed to confer upon 
any given objed, no matter what, (hould be taken without a 
ihadow of evidence, to have in an initant departed from the 
truft rcpofed in them, and to have let on foot a fecret plan which 
they durft not communicate, even to their principals and co- 
confpirators, and which, with or without communication, was 
vriiolly viflonary and impracticable. 

Gentlemen, I know that my learned friends are incapable of 
publicly maintaining fo prepofterous a propoiition i I admit dut 
they never did maintain it^ and I only ftate it to give them the 
choice of the alternative: becaufe eidier thefe deiren pcrfons 
are only guilty from having changed the purpofe of a deputa- 
tion originally not traitorous, a thing admitted to be ahfurd an4 
irrational, or elfc aJJ who deputed them were trai^>rs alfo; the 
concluilon is inevitable; for it is impoffible to iay, that the 
Societies, who deputed them, did not know their own motives, 
and their own obje& ; ?uul the fuppoiltion is further ab(blutely 
excluded by the evidjeocPi becauie the Committees, foappointed^ 
were to do nothing qC thcmielves, but were to report to the 
Society at large, the refult of their deliberations ; and reports 
from them were accprdingiy adually read at the Society, in the 
preiencc of many reipe^ble members now at large, and whofe 
jiames have not been evep mentioned as fufpe^ted Iq the courie 
Qt thefe procecdingSt 

It is, therefore, impoflible to impute guilt to the pri&ners 
(elected for puniihment, widiout extending it to a compals to 
which uo nvui will be hardy enou^ to (ay, it ihall or can be 
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tecetided: how mny perfbiis i 
ptb in Treafim, or gofltjr of a i 
sttRidcd die various Sociedes 
ktieir, by belonging to dicm, iia/t^i 
to fiiy nothing of die extiava^9BKe Mtf *i 
of diflo)palty and rebdlion, what ctti bo ] 
Key than to inrite feretgn mtl 
are making from abroad to defbof'Mr' 
people of £nghnd are already rqi^fc rrtvolfif 
But diere are inconfiftencies, if poflbki'SI 
lie encountered with, in maintidnb^ Ac 
priibners fideded for trial, than evar in 
it toothcn; forif anyof tfaefewpbftni (luii'm^ Mmim 
iiumhr) be guilty of this Tradbn, ibtf neA Am ^^jji^ffi 
it is quite fai vain to think of difti%itfifaig^ 
yet fmi of them are not even ; 
fep ai ai ed fixMn accdadon; 'Mr* Vbrnt^Vsk 
one of die CommittBc^ was cxamfand ior^li 
examined as an accomplice: and the bill' Wtti < 
the Grarid Jury, agnnft Mr. Love|f» inndi 
ani, therefore, entitled to confider as an innocent nan wfti^ 
ought not even to have been accufed, aiid wbo wfllriBi'fki 
upon his oath (for I (hall call hfan as a vritneft) Ait l 
hot a fyllable paflcd at thefe meetings, isdudi the \ 
throne might not have heard ; that nettfaer his nam^ flior^ 
were mentioned widi irreverence i and* 
himfelf, and for his own motives, will fiudsdr 1 
that in his honcft confcience he beKevcd^ 
queiKcs of a timely Reform in the Houfe' of Ooiinttil^'t» 
which all their deliberations were fingly direfied, the dig's 
title would be more firm, his perfon more fecure, his Gfowii 
more illuftrious, and its inheritance in hi^ line morewcertnii 
•than by feeking their fupport from the continuation - of abofes 
which had fo recently overturned a throne, which, propt as it 
was by armies, and the bigotry of the pec^le, -feemed deftined 
to endure for many generations, but vdiich^ ncverthelcfi, under- 
mined 
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mined by its own corruptions, fuddenly crumbled into duft, and 
fliook, or more properly (hakes at this moment, the whole ha- 
bitable world with its hll 

That Mr. Richter, another of the Committee, and now in 
Newgate, meant nothing more dian the Reform in the Houfe 
of Commons, I will prove to you, by Mr. Rous, one of the 
moft rcfpeSable men in our profeffion, and whofe honour and 
veracity are above all queftion. He will tell you, that he faw 
him after the Friends of the People had refufcd to concur in 
fending Delegates to the propofed Convention, when Richter 
aflured him, that in the plan they had adopted they had 2l&cA 
for the beil, but that they were defirous to a£b cordially with 
the Friends of the People, in whatever they thought the moft 
conducive to promote the Conftitutional objed they were en- 
gaged in; I believe, indeed, that the mafs of thefe Societies 
thought with many, many others, of which clafs I profefs myfelf 
to be one, though I differ with them in the means, that nodiing 
can lb certainly tend to fupport the throne as a Reform in the 
Commons Houfe of Parliament. — Whether you think untfa 
them or me, on this fubjed, is of no confequence— it is enough' 
If you believe that they thought fej and honejlly a^ed upon their 
opinions \ opinions which at all events were entertained and afled 
upon by many illuftrious perfons now prefent, fome of whom I 
will call as the willing, and others as the unwilling witneilcs to 
the fad. 

' But as the quality of their a£b is beft to be afcertuned by 
die a£b diemfelves, let us examine what die Committees did, 
and what was done by the Societies who fupported them. 
On the 1 1 th of April, they made dieir report in thefe words : 
^ Refolved, That it appears to this Committee very defi rable that 
** a general meedng or Convention of the Friends of Liberty 
« ftiould be called/*— For what ? To depofc die King ? To fub- 
vert the Government ? NO, But in the concluding words of the 
refblution, For the purpofe of taking into confidcration the prcpcY 
** means of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation of the People in 
Parliament," This refolution, after fome obje^iicn to the word 
Qnvcntiony was adopted^ Now, I dclirc diftinctly to know why 
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diis refolution is to be perverted from its QcdwM7*iPC!milBi My 
more than many flmilar refolutioos in adipr .lvnc^? TbcI«M 
Chief Jufticc, in the former trial, iai4, «fo«|fy,Bmdb ^Mtil 
muft be conceded to thde Sooieties^ and to (kf frilflpKr Hwdfy 
diat tbey fet out originally upon the Dukisfif. RiduwnoJ'i ptef 
— If this be (b, it is for the CcowA to«ftahU(b ^ yintf ^in Mit 
W hy whmj this fyllem was ahaiidoned» and what ji ihr^vj* 
dence of the abandonment. — ^Does ' die Attorney Geaen) ncHI 
to fay, that it is I^Iigh Trcafon for a owibp: jpf fifxbm Kdm 
hAcd together, to make a delq;ation to a findkr. numbv bom 
amongft thcnifdves for any purpoii»| legal or iUcg^? He wH 
certainly not fay that. — So that in wbatcycr vkw tbe fliatta 
for deliberation is examined, the queftioo flill rctuins, ao4 fuft 
fir ever return to its only legal centre, vixm TaB OBjSCr 
TH£Y HAD IN VIEW in this delegation; anddiAt aramiiwtieq 
caimot rationally take place but either by looking at the 
thcmfelvcs, and judging of them as they pnefeot themliejvi^ tg 
view, or clfe> by ihewing from extrinfic evjdeBcc^ ibat 4>(7 M 
not what tbcy appear upon the liivbcCf butare diif^ql ta fiS»% 
ccalcd and wicked objects. 

With regard to the firft, it has been conceded from d)C bcgiA* 
ning, even by the Court (as I have juft obferved ia its (baige 
Uy the Grand Jury) that their AyowED objeft was a Cgffftitii^ 
tional Reform ; ai;d as to ibc laft, I call alo^d upon tbqfe who 
aflc you to pronounce, that a forcible fubvcrfion of the Govern^ 
ment was intended, to confcfs that t]bc very idea of Gii^b ^ dbfVge 
was difa vowed and reprobated, even by X^e yerywitfieifo tticf 
brought forward to eftabliflj it. 

Upon the fivfi trial they calle4 a gmt number, wbo^ vitbeut 
a finglc exception, one after another, poiuively fwore that bofti* 
lity to the Government, or an attack upon it. by force, never 
catered into their contemplation ^ and Mr, Gibbs, as I am ini 
formed, in my abfcnce to-day, eftabliihed the iame truth by 
crofb-examination of the Sheffield witnelles, who, with one aflcnt, 
a.> I fee froni a note now before before me, all declared they had 
been infulted and abufcd, which was the origin of the few pikes 
lured lor their defence j and the Attorney Genera^ 

apj^.car§ 



( 4»7 ) 

«ppem to htve been fo well (adsfied, that the whole evidence 
concerning arms wk a beggarly account of empty boxes, unfit 
for a fecood introduAion in fo momentous a caufe, that he gave 
up the whole of it, and we have heard not a fyllable of tiiat 
"which* aflumed fe grave an afpeft when Hardy lately flood in 
judgment before you; nor has even Franklow himfelf, and die 
LiOysd Lambeth Aflbciation made their appearance. — In my opi* 
nion it was found difcretion to abandon diat parol evidence: to 
have called people who literally knew nothing of the Societies, 
'Would have been to expoTe vireaknefs ; to have again called honeft 
witneflea, who knew any thing, v^ld have been to prove tao 
much, becaufe the falfdiood of the imputation would again have 
been manifefted ; and to have attempted it a'feaxid time by fpies 
and informers, would only have been ufclefsly bringing up their 
raggamuffins to be peppered: a conduft which links a caufe in 
tile opinion even of Jefferies himfelf, who, when Serjeant Jefffe- 
ries, upon the trial of Lord Ruflcl, Cud to the Jury — 
^ member we bring no ignominious ferfons hen^ we have not 
• raked the gaols for evidence^ we have brought before you n» 
^ fcandalous spies and informers, hut men worthy of 
« creditr 

To fay the truth, Gentlemen, their parol teftimony being thus 
fubtraAed, there has been brought forward, in this caufe, no 
evidence eidier creditable or fcandsdous ; for, with the excep- 
tions of a few papers not worth a farthing, I will undertake to 
collect from the Coffee-houfcs of London, a compleat fee fimile 
of the Report of both Houfcs of Parliament, which has con- 
fumed fo many days in reading, and for no part of which, as I 
have noticed formerly, any author, printer, or publiiher has 
ever been called to account, 

We have now reached the finale of the bufmefs — the great 
cataftrophe — ^and It is awfiil to examine upon what fmall pivots 
the fate of nations depends, and to contemplate the miraculous 
cfcapc of our Country. 

The two Committees agreed to meet on Mondajrs, and 
Thurfdays, in Beaufort Buildings, and no time was to be loft 5 
for Hcffians an4 Hanoverians were upon them. 

When 
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When the 14th of April 
firft meeting) there was no meetiiig at .$3i^ Vmt,^ gIRat mail^ir 
tilde of people, of difierent dcfcriptioWt.»<fapMciSt 
Fann. My learned friends, I iee» iM^.takiag q0t» fff^ dus 1mI|^ 
jed; but let them recdlcQ, that Ii^vetf, .vM^, xafis bmi 
before the accufing Jury, and "wbQ flaod^ wfioMjr ^W^afgpifiqp 
guilt or fufpicion, was Chairman of tlMS. m^e^^gp aqi^ jR^^ 
fame time, a member of the Qoam/tM^ Cp nfer r iy awl 
Co-operation; yet now when die leader fumielf ja CKnil|Mtf4 
and not expofed even to the ha^fardjiDd iii(poavc|iiei|Op- QC 9.tm|^ 
he is to hung to-day round the.n(d|^ of tfie gyntjctiym at 
your bar, who never was at Chalk fmn. in hia Ufi;; nCT? 
heard of the meeting, nor of the exiftepoe fhfCft it WIf 

held at, till he read it in the newfpapers, aa we al) did^ vlip 
never (aw Mr* Lovett tiU he m^ him in die Tovfcr^ wbai be Vtf 
pointed out tp him as one of the perfons widi tvhom he ba4 k^g 
been engaged in a conipiracy. Thank God dicfe ayierimcott 
are not only harmlefs but ufefulv.-(faejr f^prc a^ |f dve iriie^ die 
contrivance is more plauiibley . 

The next Thuriday, after the meeting at Chal^ Fann, wia 
the 17th of April. Now attend to the proceedings of Attff 
confpirators, preiTed to a moment in point of time^ ^xjd ^^xdk 
ichemes were ripe for execution : not one of theqpi camflu The 
24th of April was the third Thifrfday, when die Commttfeee 
from the Correfponding Society attended, but, not beiqg bjr 
the other, there was, of courfe, no confereqce, Ofi ^ 28th 
of April, full three weeks after dieir original apppintmehti die^r 
at laft aflembled ; and, after having ^nkr^ed concerning die 
. news of the day, and co-operated in taking fhuff put of one 
another's boxes, they retired to their homes without uttering a 
fyllable concerning the King or his Parliament^ Thefe im- 
portant tranfadions were repeated on (he 5th pf May ; and op 
Monday, May the 1 2th, although no other meeting h^ (ben bee|i 
held, and though thefe proceedings, as I have ftated them to you, 
had been fully inveftigated before the Privy Council j though the 
Societies were conftituted for purpofes perfedUy notorious, and 
long unoppofed^ though, all their meetings had been pi|blic^ 

• ad- 
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tull^led, ahd their correfpondence as open as the day, Mr. 
Hardy was fuddenly arrefted; dragged out of his bed in the 
night; torn from the arms of an afFe£lionate wife, who fell a 
iiKriiice to terror and affright, although he can now tell you, 
upon an oath accredited by his full and honourable acquittal, that 
he had not a conception in his mind, even after he was in the 
Guftody of the law, that High Treafon, or any other crime that 
verged towards difloyalty or rebellion, was to be imputed to 
him. 

Gentlemen, the alarm which feiscd upon Government at this 
period feems to have invcfted the mod frivolous circumftanccs 
with myftery and deiign againft the State, of which we have 
had a notable inftance, in a letter written by Mn Joyce to Mr. 
Tooke, on the day Hardy was arrefbd, which, being intercepted, 
was packed up into the green box there, and referved as evidence 
6f a plot The letter runs thus— Hardy and Adams were taken 

up this nrKnning by a King's Meilenger, and all their books 
^ and papers feized and then following a long dafh, *^ Can 

YOU BE READY BY THURSDAY." This letter, Gentler- 
men, is another leiibn of caution againft vague fufpicions ; the 
Red Book was not a lift of perfons to be faved, in oppofition 
to the Black Book, of thofe to be facrificed. But Mr. Tooke 
having undertaken to collect, from the Court-Kalendar, a lift 
of the titles, offices, and penfions bcftowed by Mr. Pitt 
UPON Mr. Pitt, his relations, frikkds, and de- 
pendents ; and being too correct to come out with a work, 
of that magnitude and extent, upon a (hort notice, had fixed no 
time for it, which induced Mr. Joyce, who was impatient for 
its publication, to afk if he could be ready widi it by T1iur& 
day. 

Another curious circumftance, of fimilar importance, occurred 
about the lame time, which I marvel has not appeared in evi* 
dcnce before you. I will tell you die ftory, which is fo ftamped 
tvith the wit vdiich diftinguiflies my client, that it will fpcak for * 
icfelf without proof : A fpy came, one night, into die Society ta 
fee what he could collect, when there happened to be prefent a 
Mr, Gay, a mm of large fortuae, and a great traveller (dio 

gen* 



gmitteman I fpeadc of b a nraberiif tefUoAiitftAH^^ 
introduced bj 017 fnend Mr. Tiemtj» m m f aJ Htp^Kftitl VVlM. 
Mr. Gaj, in die courfe of his txm^ lnirifiiliAf«rttaw4i^ 
fcribed by Mn Stmrt^ anodier gcflril tt<niliijii»#i AiNMli^ 
mxdd; but rdblving to pulfa on fbrfllor^^ iai'arflB#sUl^4Hi> 
teifipt of the bounded Tiews of iifBMr dHBOftftaM} liMfc^^^W 
it^ «This is the beginning of Urn MrM/? 1l.^<NI» 
Ipound from whidi be meant to Bnt^mpOttHi Undb^ '"itnM^llHF 
being introduced for confideradon wtailft Mr< Gsj WM' ptSmHi 
Mr. Tooke &id» Look ye, gentfaBiai^ dMft j«/arpMftllMB^ 
room difpofed togo to owLtATtk tMmrm Ataft ^fl^ii^llk 
would chooCb to follow l^mJ^ TiiB MiAo^m 
traveller was picked up by the miil—ittWf li flMk*«iiii^ 

if I had the mnunaging of the gmvkalH^I iHuMi iaOMti* 
So find the inibrmadon amongft dw pupok' .i u; c;*/ .<^VrjQ'-«.ir 
OentIenien» in tnicii^> as I hMT dnoci dhlH|tfldMhl|pN# 
die Societies fomurds holdii^ diis CdriMenlisi,dliiMMii^^ 
t» fidbw the inftruOions of my dient^ m ftihilpTMlgi^piiif 
his defeiice» in order to keep danger a;idiflaMrd|idMAMk f 
fsT) I- have now only to remind joOf' finia tli^ AdMh»i|l|feSMi' 
already, diat the prifoner took mr; fliaite wliMlixwwi ill ikf ^fi^ 
theie proceedings. He confidcrcd dM, inifas^i UK Id l^pV 
bu^ in his enlightened judgnKnty nbt itevenicn^^ aofrriUfpto: 
bs attended with advantage to die lA^i mif diemfldli iriMr 
the refolution of appointing a Comnnitlen was adhptcd^ anAhir 
name was propofed as a member^ he ct y c fl e d ldit; ieAmtA 
would not attend^ nor have any thipg w hite s sd lor ^ widi^ifri 
Yott may a(k» perhaps, why> after dull nM^im ioMnmi imr 
name (0 ftand upon the Committee? and why ht JUmM wUh 
draw himfelf wholly from the Society I In anfwer to diat, hd 
has toldyou-much better than I can^ as he Cm^. iddeod^ lett yoa 
any thing much better, that as he csonfidfeied^therpfOpofillBii noft' 
to be criminsd or illegal, he did not fbel himfelf at libsrtj to 
abandon a laudable purfuit by breaking up or dividiiq^ tltf So*' 
ciety, for mere- diiFcrencc of opinion with refpe£k*.lo the oaoife of 
obtaining it. This condu£): was manly and honsurabk, Md it- 
by ao means fiands upon Mr. Tooke's a£brtion;i:A(e ii^ andT 

amoft 
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aiYioft Important one It is, refts upon evidence, and not upon. 
4ur evidence (for our fcafon of giving it is not yet arrived J, 
but upon the evitknce nlied on by the Crown for the cflahVijl)^ 
ment of guilt ; and which therefore muft be wholly adopted, or 
wholly rejeiled. 

It will appear further, and more diftinfily, that Mr* Tooke 
perfifted in his refolution ; that he was a total ftranger to their 
proceedings ; that the Committee of Corrcfpondence, of which 
he objeSed to be a member, rever met ; and that the only rea- 
fon why his name (lands as a member of the Committee of Cor- 
rcfpondence, which he not only did not aflent to, but die for- 
mation of which he never knew, was, that it was rcfolved, in 
his abfence, that the Committee which had before been ap- 
pointed to confer^ (hould alfo be a Committee to co-operate 
and of fo little account was this fame Committee, that Mr. 
Adams, when examined for the Crown (though Secretary of the 
Society), declared, upon his oath, that he never had heard of it 
Until he read it out of the book, as a witnc(s in the Court. 

It is evident, therefore, that the great fubftantive leading 
overt- aft in the indictment, viz. the confpiracy to hold a Con- 
vention to fubvert the Government, to which all the other 
charges are undoubtedly fubfcrvicnt, is not only not brought 
home to die honourable gentleman at the bar, but appears t6 be 
without foundation altogether ; and it is equally evident, by the 
condudl of the Crown, that they think fo; for, if they had 
proved their charge by the evidence of the fafts which belonged 
to it, their tafk was iinifhed ; and all matter, collateral or fo- 
reign, would not only have been irrdavsmt, but injurious to the 
profecution ; but, confcious that the traitorous intention could 
lieither be legally nor rationally collefied from any one fad ap- 
pertaining to the fubjeft in agitation, they have heaped matter 
«pon matter on his head, from various quarters, totally difcon- 
nefted with the charge, and with one another, in order that 
thefe tranfaftions, though fingly neither Treafon, nor any other 
crime, might, when tacked together, amount to whatever might 
be found neceffary to deftrOy him. In this manner that un- 
fortunate ftatefinan, Lord Strafford, was facrificcd; but the 

5 ♦ fluuncful 
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fhamcfui violation of the law of Englind, which akNie -caiii 
have fupportcd his Condemnation, has ever been fpoken of with 
detcftation by every lawyer, of whatever party, who hu lived 
fiiice his trial. And what is the next evidence of its tarpioide 
and illegality, has been confidered as a blot in the page of £i^- 
lifh hiftory, by hiftorians of all parties and (qmaons. Jifr. 
David Hume, a man not to be named as a compSer of mere 
£i£b, hut as a profound politician and philo(bpher, fpeaks of it 
in the manner which I will read to you, notwitfa&nding Us 
leaning to high and arbitrary principles of Government. In his 
fixth volume, page 431, fpeaking of Lord Strafford's attainder, 
he lays, « As this fpecies of Treaibn, difcevirei by the Com- 
mons," (the Commons have alfo the merit of difcovering diis) 
^ is entirely new and unknown to die laws ; fi> is the ipcdes 
of proof by which they pretend to fix diat guilt upon die pri- 
foner. They have invented a kind of acaanuUitivi or m- 
JiruSlivi evidence, by which many adions, either totally in- 
noccnt in diemHelves, or criminal in a much inferior dcgicey 
fhall, when united, amount to Treafixii and fubjefi the per* 
fon to the higheft penalties infiifled by the law. A Inftj 
and unguarded word, a ra/h and paffionate a£Uon, affifted by 
the maIe\'oIcnt fancy of the accufer, and tortured by doubtful 
conflruilions, is tranfmuted into the deepeft guilt; and di& 
iivcs and fortunes of the whole nation, no longer p ro teflcd 
by jufticc, are fubjcfted to arbitrary will and pleafiire." 
Gentlcnien, it may be faid that the (hamcful cafe I have 
cited is not like the prefent. Certainly it is not — ^For die un- 
guarded words which the hiflorian reprobates the enhancing 
into Treafon, were the unguarded words of Lord Strafford him- 
fclf; the rafh writings, were hts writings; and the paffionate 
actions were his own. But what is accumulated and lifted up 
into Treafon againft the prifoner to-day, are die unguarded 
words, the rafh writings, and the paffionate a£lions of others ; 
of feme with whom he differed; of many whom he never faw, 
and moftly of thofe to whofe very cxiftencc he was a ftranger. 

Gentlemen, I have no fears for my client; but in what lan- 
guage ihall I fpeak of this dreadful principle for the benefit of 
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my Country. I will Tpcalc of it in the language of the Inno^ 
tent victim to them. In the eloquent words of Lord Straf-^ 
ford himfclf upon his trial* 

** Where has this fpecies of guilt lain fo long concealed'* 
fard Strafford in condufion : ^ Where has this fire been fo long 
^ buried, during fo many centuries, that no fmoke ihould ap- 
^ pear till it buril out at once, to confume me and my chiU 
^ drcn i Better it were to live under no law at all) and, by the 
^ maxims of cautious prudence, to conform ourfclves, the beft 
we can) to the arbitrary will of a matter ; than &ncy we have 
a law on which we can rely, and find at laft, that this law 
^ (hall infiid a punifliment precedent to the promulgation, and 
try us by maxims unheard of till the very moment of the pro- 
fccution. If I fail on the Thames, and fplic my veflfel on an 
anchor ( in cafe there be no buoy to give warning, the party 
^ (hall pay me damages : but if the anchor be marked out, then 
^ is the ftrikiiig on it at my own periL Where is the mark fet 
^ upon this crime ? Where the token by which I (hould dif* 
^ cover it? It has lain concealed, under water; and no humAn 
^ prudence, no human innocence, could (ave me from the de* 
** (InuEtion with which I am at prefcnt threatened. 

^ It is now full two hundred and forty ycm iince Treafons 
^ were defined ; and fo long has it been fince any man was 
^ touched to this extent, upon this crime, b^re my(clf. We 
have lived, my Lords, happily to ourfelves at home : we have 
lived glorioufly abroad to the world : let us be content with 
^ what our Others have left us : let not our ambition carry us 
to be more learned than they were, in tiiefe killing and de«> 
" ftruciive arts. Great wtfdom it will be in your Lordfhips, 
^ and juft providence for yourfelves, for your pofterities, for the 
^ whole kingdom, to caft from you, into the fire, thefe bloody 
and myftcrious volumes of arbitrary and conftruAive Trca- 
^ fons, as the primitive chriftians did their books of curious 
arts, and betake yourfelves to the plain letter of the ftatute, 
^ which tells you where the crime is, and points out to you the 
^ path by which you may avoid it. 
«^ Let us nofj to our own deftru&ion, awake thofe fleeping Hons, 
Vx)L. L Ff «by 
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^ by rattling up a company of old r«cof4% vdtfdi IiMre iir 

fe jnany ages by the wall, forgotten jnd. nq^ksdoL To alf 
« my afHidions add not this, my h0t4$^ 4e -molft fevare of 

any ; that I, for my other fills iKit.Ar boqk Ti cafe m ^ be the 
« -means of introducing a precedent 'fc fdmoious id. liie fam 
^ and liberties of my naive CountrjL 

«^ However, thefe gentlemen atitkefcr Iky'thejr fwak. Cn* the 
^ commonwealth ; and thqy bdieve lb: ycC^ nndcr ftvour, it m 
* I who> in this particular,, fpeak Air ibe eom i aoni^ ea hh- Prb* 

cedents, like thofe which arcindcoraiMd to be dhMiflmJ 
^ againft -me^ muft draw along -fiKsh ioconvenmiaes and mife-^ 
^ ries, that, in a £bw years, the lungdon willbc in.^ oundi- 
S lion exprefled inaftatmeof Hcnilf 1 V. and no naa^ftalllnov 
^ by ndiat rule to govern his words and ^afiiolis.'* . 

Proud, as I am, of being a fid>jfid df this Ooandryv ngf.^u^ 
compos me to .remind you, that all Ais ^Aendoiw W li;ulfc and 
eloquence, were unavailing befiave aa^btndooed trihiiii^ iiUdr 
Ind fiqierieded all the rules of iww^ Add the ibber TtSbnkm «C 
juftice, and which couU liften unoM>irod loeven dhefe^ooaBhidiiig. 
words : ^ My Lords,, I. have iroidbled hoMuf^ ^ B*^ 
^ deal longer than I fliould have done» Were it not ibribe in* 
^ tcreft of thefe pieces, which a iaint in Heaven Icftina, I 
f< ihould be loth*'— Here, fays die bifiprian, he poinlcd to bis 
children,, and his weeping flopped .him— And if I werrfeo^ attempt 
to proceed further in this mclaiKhely p^gie, my toara would ttof. 
me alio. 

But let us look to what followed from thefe prooeedu^^ 
they were condemned and reverfed,. and ftaixl leooided as a 
beacon to future generation?. The a£^ recites, ^ Tlw the tur^^ 
^ bulent party feeing no hopes to cffe£t their unjuft defigas bjr 
^ ordinary way or method o£ proceedings, did at laft refijlve ta 
^ attempt the deftru6lion and attainder o£ the iaid Eail, by aa 
^ ASt of Parliament to be therefore purpofely made to condema 
^ him up0n autamtUitive Treafonk Nine tf the pretended erima 
^ Seing Treajon apart j and fo could not be IK THE WHOLE, if 
^ diey had been proved, as they were not. Therefone it is cik 

ified, jdut aH jtcords and proceedings rebiting to the £ud 
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^ tskinder be wholly cancelled, and taken d(F die file, to the ii>- 
^ tent that the fame may not be viflble in after ageis, or brought 

into example, to the pnejudice of any perfon whatfoever." 

A Timllar ftte attoided the attainders of Lord Rttflellnuid 
Sydney, and will, fooner or later, attend every flagrantly linjuft 
judgment, Whilft England preferves her free Gonftitution. And, 
ilierefore, notwithftanding the ridiculous figure too frequently 
made by modern prophets, whofe prophetic -writings remain un- 
fulfilled after the period of their fulfiknent^ I will hazand this 
public pfe^iAion~That long, long before one half of the au- 
dience v^hich fills thefe bendies, fball,'by the codrfe of nature, be 
called froiti die world, thefe very judgments in Scotland,, 'tvhidi, 
more than arty thing elfe, have produced the prefcnt trial, will te 
"ftigmatized, repealed, and, with indignation reverfcd ; not by 
violence, or in irregular Convention, but in the ordinary I^al 
Tdrms ^f a Britifh Parliament. 

The Attorney Gdn^ral will perhaps fay, thlt the collateral 
*fk{h are riot eftabliifaed in order to be accumulated irito giiilt, *«s 
in -the cafe of Lord Strafford ; that he di&vows (which i admit, 
to his KtinoUr, he moft diftindly did) all accUmulatidns -and 
tohftrudive Treafbns, but that he eftablifhes them to manifbft 
^he intention Which led to the trania£Uon charged updn thb -re- 
cord — Be it fo provided, th^y do lead diftinAIy tb that 
feftation. "But let us flio'rtly examine them, and 'then, if ihc 
riHes of the 'Court would permit me, I would not only aft -df 
♦you twrive hien, but of every mtn, aye, and 6f every wofaian 
irldiln the feach 6f my voice. Whether 'they would kill a -fly 
^[jon diem ; yet you 'arc aflced to ^devote to dcftruSion ttpch 
ihttn the honounible g^ntlentan Who now flunds before you. 

The cdllateral faAs, aes my 'mdnory ferves me lo recoUeft 
th€fn, and firom wherkx the trahofous intention is to be mferrdd, 
"bfe, that Mr. Tooke contributed to tfae'circulation oT the works 
^Thomas Pdirie, eohtainhfg gro6 'matter agaiiift the Monarehy 
-of the'Cbuhtry ; that he confented to ftnd ^ congratulatory wUrtb 
tb'ttfe Gtfnventtoh of Ffance ; that lie was privy tb the ftppro^ 
Vitk>h of Mr. Joel Btfrld^ who had delivered this congrattf- 
•litti<>iiilC ?Utls ; "laid hMy, 'th^t he had llimfclf wtMn m ieittir 
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10 die? PiefiAiit brthe'CiiivpiMril|iilAriWBfiBi{'AiAHk^JINK 
iivret ODWiu'di csurfjfuig on tte fltv AiBf^BnAhlri^^fKVPBm';^^ 
ibtes of Europe and FnAG% ii ) i ;itfi H|)li t t 0} l M k ki^lli l ^ 
event, ihbkild hat^pn to ht i jipliiii lifc rpijUf Jwpilk 

Mobfdt in the Gme eonteft.. -*iu iw i V Uffi i-m.bfil 
Gendenmiy though I fctl njpfitfi^ritMlP^il M^MPiMfcJI*hlF 
A'lvi^lh cneMgh leftjuft teteodi'il^MrfHfMiMHMH^^lMMri^ 

WithiTgardto the Mty I iBill U» i Mi <<| W J l ^ 
'Mr. Paine^s writingi, and the jffilkiliBfti>^^qhWM«^^ 
conneded with the nnr Confti6<iM»rfiit i < ftiW|i < W 
imderfkiod r and it is nccefiry t» iM i i M » mi \ i m ^ m\tm m m^ t r 
the affent and encouragement iMA mui^'fmb^ 
die fine Gonftitution of Great Btkiin^ ^mm^kmi 
upon.many parts of uworkr tbimfjtk.t mtkmm m l m ^i m ^ 
avcborirho wasan:encniy to* ita jiriwfipliiitir* ^-^ iu lu ^siw^t* m 

Gentlemen, it happened diat .^Jbaln Xmm ^^almm ^ t Mi^ l^ 
gilling yoke of arhimrjf MmuAf, imkUi MJNvr^MHpW 
widi fiich infinite evils to llerii^Aiidli^Mdk M fMMlfc^ 
jnany calamities, to Great BfWi^^ia iViliyf^gCMal ^AMiM^ 
pervacMdus Country: and 6mii^btmm'mmmai.'iimm li^m 
iiltation to the inhabitants of a cowitry irfiidi had givmJtigilftffrf 
freedom for ages to the world, to feclb large a- povtjoo of Ae 
human race fuddenly emancipaled feom a. hnadigr no^ agij 
nominious to France but dangerona t» fbm Ifland.. . -ThBj^c^tsf^ 
Ic&ed the deflating wars which, her mtdtion iud .Mglved nb 
and the expenfive burthens which iefiflaQ^:.|p 4m Jbid 
entailed upon us;, they felt alfiv.in (he teifiUe difeAm^f 
France, a juft pride in die wiidoia of our |ofcMimicw4.# 
whole(bme leflon to Ac. psefent age •aUd poflenqr not te dygfWfc 
rate from their example^ They fiiw Franee ialUi^ a ylQlm to 
the continuation and multiplication of thofe abuiisa ui Gofmt^ 
ment, which our wife progenitors had perpetually: midgpted^ bf 
temperate and. ialutary reformatioat^;^ and they fiiw^. theiefotc^ 
nothing to fear from the contagion of her. dilbrders: . her aibi«* 
trary ftate, her fuperftidous churdn. had undergone no akeff»* 
tions ; and for want of thofe repairs which the edifices of civil 
life equally require widi aiaterial. ftruduics». the; onunhled (wih 

denlr. 
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^liiy Into dtfft ;* urtiereais by the fortunate coincidence of acci- 
dent, as much as by the exertions of wiiiiom and virtue, cur. 
condition had been flowly and progrefBvely meliorated ; our civil 
)H>wer had been tempered and moderated, and our religion puri* 
fied and reformed ; the condition of tsivil life had changed and 
bettered under their influence, and the Country had flarted up 
even amidft revcAution with fuperior ftcurity ami UlHftration. 

Gentlemen, thefe Fefle£)ions were aot merely At (Atnl^ but 
the avowed expreffions of .feme of the firft peribns in England, 
on the iirft burft of the French fi.evolntion ; and, I verily be- 
lieve, the fame feniadons diiFufed themfelves widely throughout 
the Kingdom. 

Very unfortunately, Gentlemen, for France, £ir England, 
for E;urope, and for hvmanity, this ienlation, die natural refult 
of freedom and independence, was not univerially felt; very, 
imfortunately the powers of Europe would not yield to an inde- 
pendent nation the common right of judging for itielf in its own 
concerns, nor in prudence leave to it the good and evil of ks 
own Government. All Europe combined againft France, and 
levied war againft her inlant Conflitution. The defpocs of the 
earth, with whom the King of Great Britain had no conunon 
intcrci^, trembling for their own rotten inftitutions, and lookii^ 
to the wrongs and fufFcrings of their fubje^ drew the fword 
(as was natural for defpodfm to draw it) to difpute the right of 
a pcople'to change their ancient inftituriona* This very com- 
bination, naturally affimilated widi the patriotifm of France the 
public fpirit of England, iince our own Revolution was fup-r 
ported upon no other foundation than die principle which was not 
only denied, but was by violence to be exterminated ^ and many 
perfons, therefore, jiotorioufly attached to the Bridfh Govern* 
ment, exprefled their reprobation of this conipiracy againft the 
freedom of the world. 

This honeft and harmlcTs eathnfiafm, however, met with a 
very fudden, and in its confequences an unfortunate check. A 
gentleman, of die firft talents for writing in the world, com- 
pofed a book, I am bound to believe with an honourable mind, 
jbut a book which produced a nftm univerisd, and more mif- 
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«^tte roafition oE-eor 
in hit hmgiiHliaai 
Had hor Reiwdutioiiy. aiMl 
wtt then ftruggUng to oiMaiik 
njiMoedidiat Fnuice. hid 
Ubtrtjib could caair in na 
dioTcn ? Did it foOow, bccaure 
tiOTthiafroe Countiy^ 
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gsrons' pmcedent of liiffianng- ttMpyoC i 
<t Mi bQnie*by.fbreig« f apc oi id id i^i 
M«» Ribbed to dmige ibr die t 
of>FrMCB tfae-andeiitiand'tricdiC 
try?i Vfedwidm^myiUf tiM Ism 
ittithf Jibeitjr of Franoei withoiiM 
iridchf dm^ pvoleded bjf ( 
more ibmin&te conjundurcs, ftuidB vpon I 
nghc of- » people to change their 
Can any. man- in Ei^land dei^ tfc|r?> Ye%: 
Burl» has- dented^ it^ and that' denial' nw dM 
line's Beok. Mr. Burke ^ienied^MemvBLT 
diat-France had any .right to Ghange.'her.4 
even took up- the cudgeb for- all* the <Wpottof Swopp^ arin^ 
ac -the very time, were levying a faHtooui^ ftandrioa^.attiiapf 
pre&vewar, to^ maintain die fame |irop9fitiei»b9itht.fiM^ 

This work, brought forward* again^ aAee a , long fiien^e^ hfa^ 
Thomas Pmnb, who was . indbedc a. RepuUican heyoiii* aB 
qucftion, but who had become fo in confecfoence- of:die>ftne 
corrupt and f^andaloiis attempt to^beat down by^ ffam. the liber- 
ties of a.natioi»; hebecamea Republican in confaq^ence of? dK 
fimilar and lamentable^ con&eft between Great Bcitam and iQB»* 
rica; and it is rather a curious ciFainAance^ diat this VXMT 
Mk. Burke, who coafttlers Mrr Paine aa a man not to.be na* 
2 fimed 
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ianed viifi^ but only to beaafvrercd by criminal juftice^ and vAim 
condemns as a traitor every man who attempts to iiacne h'm^ 
HIMSELF expreikd his* approbatioa of, the very fame do&jfiefi 
publiflied byMr% Paine, when Mn Bttrke kimfclf Mmpkad^ik^ 
the caufe of a.nation determined' to be free ^ not the ctiife of. 9: 
foreign nation. whkh had almoyt beenfindependent, but tbe caufe 
of cobnial Americay in open war and rebeUion agniuft. tfao 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain^ Mfi Paine^ during^ 
the iame crifis,. wrote his. book called Common. Senfe, addrellbdr 
to the Americans in arms againft England,^ ejocttii^ her txk 
throw ofF the yoke of the mother Coundry, and. to declare hen 
independences- 
Gentlemen)- from having: defended Mr. Paine, upon hts.tflak « 
for writing his- later work, which- Mr. Tooke is accufcd. ofi 
having approved, I am, of courfe, intimately acquainted, withi 
its contents, and: with thofe of Us former wndngs,. and Ltake 
upon mo to tkf^ that every. oiFenftve topic againifr Monarohy*^ 
and all the prinoiplea of the Rights of Man, now regarded with: 
Aich horror, are fuUfamtially, and- ii^: toMnf inftanoes almoftt 
verbatim, toibc found.in. the former puUicarioa. 

When Mr. Paine wrote his Gomauio Senfe, A£ts of > Parlia^ 
ment had declared Aiaerica to be in i a ftiitc of- rebellion, and: 
England .was verting every, nerve to fubdue her;, yet, at. that 
moment, Mr.. Burke, not in Jiis pkcei in Parliament,, where faiot 
words are not to. be queftiooed,. buc in a pampMet psiblicLy^ 
circulated, fpeaks of this book. Common Senie».hy namci noriceib 
the powerful cf{e& itihad upoaithe. mind of: America^, in hfiogf 
ing them up to emanriparion». and. acknowledges, that if thet 
factfraiiuned by the authar were true^ his reafoningt were un-« 
anfweraUe. 

In the 6m pamphlet,* ieveral.parts^of whkh I. have, ibted tot 
the former Jury, he declared^ thatrhe ficlt.everjr vidory obtained 
bydic KingfsarmsagaifiAKABDerica aa a Uow upon his heart ;. 
he difclaimed all triumph- in* the- (laughter aodcaptrnty. ofrnamesi 
whkh had.beea familiar to himinMi his inCmcy^ and^ witb all 
tbo fplendour of his ekx|UMicei expfeficd hia> hdrror that theyi 
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W filkn underlie lands of ta^l^^ 

.laikifis lie feucdy knew hovr to 
- Gvckmen, I an not 
Ai^^r Aon it| due tiky * fmRif^^ 
piwent ttK firem ippradun^ 
at Icaft, haire ci|ail joAibt. 
the objeA of adminidon, and 
champion of our ConftitutkMH-tdet. 
fnSoaa at the bar of the Old 
iound peace widi Fnucc^ and 
tifli Throne breathed nodiing hvCiilr 
only die fiune deteftation of the 
agiinft freedom, which die otfaff did 
caide, and in the time of open ww, 
his Country. 

To expofe further the extreme 
it be poffible further to expoie it, IctiM 
again at peace widi France, whilft Ae 
now our allies fliouid continue to 
it dien be criminal to congrttuialB 
againftthem? When that time'arrivtt,.flugfal<^I 
wiih the triumph of the French ' arms.! - aad/mig^ I 
exprcft that wifh t I icjiow certainly dtat linight» 

aUb that I would. 1 obferve that dus fentnaent. 

one; but who is prepared to teU me: I fliall noai 
aflert the freedom of an Englifluaani I will mMrta 
nity of man ; I will ^-indicate and ^ac^^bdtttpriiidpleawUoh 
raifcd this Country to her pre-emineaoe aam^ 4h^ natkaa^af 
the earthy and as (he ihone the bfffght*llar df die.iMnda^ lo 
ihed the light of liberty upon nations which now en}oy.jt^.Ji 
may (he continue in her raditmt J^b&rt^ to- ic«|VB.die4dBciait 
privileges of the world, which have been loft^iand ftiH t» bring 
them forward to tongues and people who have yet never knemi 
them in the myflerious progreffion of things. 

It was the denial of thefc Rights of Men, which EngUftnen 
bad been the firft to aflert, that provoked Mr. Eaioe to write, hia 
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book upon the Frendi Revolution, but which *#as written when 
wc were not only at peace with FraiKC, but when ihc was hold-* 
ing out the arms of fricndfhip to embrace us. We have fub- 
pcened the officer of the Houfc of Lords to attend with thefior* 
refpondence between Lord Grenville and Mr. Chauveltn, long, 
long after that period, in which you will find an abfolute denial 
of enmity, and profeffions of peace and fricndihip, the ftnccrity 
of which declarations had been uniformly experienced by our 
countrymen in France, who had been received with aiFecbion, 
cordiality, and rcfpect. I admit that the work of Paine contained 
at the iame time ftrong and coarfc redciikions agaiaft the fyftem 
of die Britifb Government ; but Air. Tooke not only difappro- 
ved of thofe parts of the book, but exprelTcd his difapprobation 
of them to the author ; he repeatedly argued with him the merits 
of our Government, and toid him plainly that he had disfigured 
hi3 work by the pai&ges wliich applied to England, and whicli 
were afterwards feledtcd for profecution. Is it tVir to pronounce 
then, againil the whole tenor of life and converfadon, that Mr. 
Tooke approved of the deftrudionof Monarchy, bccaufc he pro- 
moted the circulation of a book, nine-tenths of which was wholly 
collateral to the fubjetSt, and which contained important and 
valuable truths, confiftent with, and even tending to its pre* 
iervation. Only twelve pages of Mr. Painc's book were ever 
ieleded as inimical to the Conftitution,* whilfl above two huu- 
dfed contain jefie£lions which, if properly attended to, might 
fegure it from the very attack be makes upon ic in the reft. 

Let us try Mr. Burke's work by the iame teft. 1 bough I 
have no doubt it was written with an honcft intention, yet it 
contains, in my mind, a dangerous principle, ddtru£livc of Bri^ 
tifli liberty^— What then ? Ought I to feek its fuppreflion ? 
Qught I to pronounce him to be criminal who promotes its cir- 
culation ? So far from it, that I (hall take care to put it into the 
bands of thofe whoTe principles are left to my formation. — I fhall 
tsikfi care diat they have the advantage of doing, in the regular 
progreffioo of youthful ftudy, what I have done even in the ibort 
intervals of laborious life i«--diat they (hall tranferibe with the^'r 
^mbf»ik fttni all die works of diis moft extraordinary pcribn, and 

from 




( 4m f 

flhdm the Yaft| TsAni^ft tbs rcft^ llH^l 
ibe jttillsft pnnctples of iiiords»' 
fill by die moft ftiblinie 
fephjT' brought dbwn to die fevd' < 
caprivariog taAe^ the moft ( 
and the moft copious ouikiftiQii ' 
partence of coeMiioii Iife'; tUi|tk|F^ilA<ik|4Mlll^pMI^ 
ihimfdves the good from die evil^ ' 
a- counherpoHe to die other. 

Gienriemen, Mr. Tooke hdl ani 
thre fer appcarii^ to be the fuppoiW'of -MK 
ftkution was wounded dirough hit 
ai>recoHedi that a conTpincy 
ocders^ to deprive dus'maitof a .Btitiftl^ lrial*9il 
Mt. Tooke^ conda6l, and to wUchi tf t ic w i fl M 
vitnefc^ I will ftep ^fcrward to 
was a con^racy to (hut out Mn; ] 
being defended : hewas tobe< 
nowiipeak to )rou> was threatened' ^witth dl^ \ 
appeared as his advocate-*-!' waa*i|BU| III ' 
muft not defend Mr. Paine— I did defend 
cflfoe. 

It was upon this occafion that Mt» 7odlse ^ 
Paine was not in circifmftances fo-fifpport Arf| 
trial, and Mr. Tooke became a fubfeiihfer ti> •! 
be differed from him, as I have tddt-yoq^ fA 'tlfej 
his principles to the Britifh Govemmeni^ -Md-haii M0t»ifiHkkf 
and privately exjfrcflcd that difitteieet '<ThMI>M^ 
approbation of Mr. Paine*s work, aiMl' of^tbe FMndl 
tton> were founded upon no diigoft ta our -own 
was manifefted in the moft puMie* flnahneiV Ji^'dte'-^^efy-AMP 
period. - ^ • 

A meeting ¥^s hoJd at die Crown anAAnehor^ mt'CAlled^bf 
Mr. Tooke, but at which he was prefenfcj ta-oelebrate^tto iiA 
sniiivcrikry of the French- RevoUHion) ' whore » ndM#^l[!0l4 
( Earl Stanhope) was in the chair$ andu motion wmude^^TlM 
^ this mcfttng-does moft coedially itjQie i P ft ><his#irtMlilMi<t 
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^ and QonlirmatiQn oC Liberty in France, and that it beholds 
^' with, peculiar fiid$rai%on> the fentiments of amity, and good 
^- will. vdiicli.appQar t» pervade the people of that country to^ 
" wards this, efpccially at a time when it is the manifcft intcrcft'* 
{as.God.km^s it is) ^- of both dates that nothingibould inter-> 
^ rupt.the harmony between thein, which is fo eflcntial to tho 
^ freedom and*bappiiiefs iK>t ordy of both, nations but of all 
^ mankind.!' Mr. Horne Tooke— -and I do not think, after I 
have read this that! fliall bpfufFered to go on making any more 
remarks on tbis: part of , the fubje&> becauie it- is a. Ic^yof tho 
whole. — Mr. Hornc Tooke b^ged that, tte Honourable Gentl&« 
man^ who .was. the moves would add to. hisi nation fomoquali. 
fying daufe, to guardiagainft* mifunderftanding and mifrepreien- 
tation^ thatfd>erewa9.a verj^ wide diflierence' between England 
and FraoGe; that* the- ftate veiibl of France had been not onljF 
tempeft. beaten, and fhattq-Ml, but; abfolutely bulged 9 whereas 
in England, vit had a noble, ftatcly, and found veiTel, £uting 
prolperoufly.upon tbe bofiim of^ the ocean ; that it was.truc, after 
ib . long a. courfs fhcmighs upoq examination, # appear fomowhat 
foul at the hottoiii, and require fomo neceOary repairs but that 
her main ttn^ers were all fciundi— >H6 therefore - regretted, that 
there (bould.be an addition to. the motion, but that, if that addU 
tion was. not aiade^ he fliouU move it himfelf-««acoordingly, he 
did move in public^ ^-that thii meeting, feel: equal: (atisfiidioni 
^ that the people of: England, by:tht vtrtuoua exertionsof thcit 

aiKeftors bave not feiiardatafl(*to perform as the Freooh arc 
^ ef^gpd iO|.t|iit have only; to ^maintain and improve the Cbn- 

ftituuon. which, their anceftocsc have tranfmitiodito them.'*-^ 
When Mr. Tookc moved < this , amendment, he did* it in thb 
FACE OF THE WHOL& CoUMTRY^ a^id pub)i(hcdi of courfc, 
t» all: mankind^ thofec^nions w]rich*r will . prove to, have been 
uniformly his — if indeed it is neceflary to prove them, whentho 
Attome]^-6esieral has been bvliberally wafting' hi^- ftrcngth in 
proving dxm, % the laft thvee daySi Mti Tooke, when h» 
prqpofed ditt jnotion, wasaAing^ upon the - ordinary -principle of 
hia lifis wUds.ffiibis.ownfiitisffdiiui^ rather than for yours I 
ihall ppQ0irfi finm.Teflr tq, year. I will take him up in the year 
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tjtOj and brii^ htm down to ftt'i^ib/'AMhriittflkt^H^^ 

TOur bar, and (hew that he has ^mK^m/tt^ 

the pure, uncomipted ConlHtirtioarf^litil Bi|l»ifit' ¥m ajMlM» 

Cal enemyto its abules. ' « /t/ V;:ii:V- ^r*- -1 ^ 

This difpofition is fo fer from Mli|f ii4ii*rf t» j^ft^rtM^y 
quUlity, that it is its fareft and^iAiUdl^A^iMt 'MM^-f^ 
prevent the Infedion of French (^^imiMM^ 
Country, give lodie People the fimotUd^ dP-MMinL 
It is tmpofSble to fubdue the Imnmi iifiM^y tfidtbg iii ^^ij 
opinions; it may fuccced for a .fa0%llNit'#» iiMI* Hiiiiiff fc 
death: Miltoa has truly laid, tfaat sHBMlfc IMKiiik ^^ 
truth that lies up in the ike ctflte lMtf^ 
and that a Government which CtOd^^bKfiiit 'M^tkf^0tii 
mf At prefs by fanguinary pcnMafi^ tfB*;.iHt (iMhflfeMr' tlkfe 
ben^tened the wall of his pari! ip .M^ridt^: ufcwllif'tiii 
Inunan mind cannot be imprifcqdl»;ilrIls^iiiiiMiBili^irt^^ 
naortaL ; ofcv-;; ■ c.f'»"-T'- 1 

Reform, therefore, the abufei wMdi^ahlhrtMirDllillltM^ 
and I will anfwer for its fafetyf and, above dB jWiartli^gp^ ' 
men feel and enjoy die impartirfv p iotefl i on . rf rtdM atUi'^l^di ' 
laws. Thanks be to God wc have ktdy fcif ^ and^ cB jo ye d diem 
in this place, and our Conftitucbn ftands die firmer findn ds 
event ; whilft in other countries, at die fiuhe tmnent, the do* 
minion of perfecution and terror has made revailutionlbikMr itpm 
revolution, and filled the earth widiMpoj and dMbWoo: 

Gentlemen, I will now lay befote yott Mr. TookcVpofilidI 
fcndments, when they could not poiHbly be Ivrindl iliirfem a 
purpofc; and I hope his Lordlhip; will*pehiur BftrGilibi Ibiead 
k, as my voice and ftrength begin to fiulme. ' i 

Lorii Chief Jtffiice E^re, . What is it*- 

Mr Erjkinu A piece of evidence I have to offer. I am too 
much exhaufted to read it. . • i* 

LcrdOiiefJufiice Ey^t. If you wifli to refirefli yourfti^ fit 
^own, we will wait patiently ; but we ihouid know uriiat it is. 

Mr. Erjkine. I have yearly iinifhed. It is a letter writen to 
Lord Afhburton, who formerly, your Lordfliip knows, im the 
celebrated Mr. Dunning, who was eng;aged in a Rdbrm^iC 
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liamcnt; and Mr. Hofne Tooke wrote this letter io hina^ npoa 
the fubjed of Parliaiiientary Reform, in the year 1782. 

[A^r. Gibh here read the following ixtraSf ;.] 
• By the vote of the Houfc of Commons, on Tuefday lafr, 
^ Parliament, it (eems, do not yet think it neceilary to take into 
^ confideration the fiate of reprcfentatiun in this Country.—^ 
^ However, my Lord, notwithftanding that vote, I am liill 
** ianguine enough to believe, that we are at the eve of a 
^ peaceful Revokition, more important than any which has hap- 

* pened fince the fettlement of our Saxon anceftors in this 
^ Counny ^ and which will convey downr to endleft pofterity all 
^ the bleffing3 of which political ibciety is capable*. 

^ My Lord, my expedlations are greatly raifed, inftcad of 

* being deprefled, by the objcAions which were urged againil 
Mr. Pitt's motion. 

" Ohe gencleman 6ys, • He cannot fee any good purpofe the 
^ motion would anfwer : for it would not afjijl Government with 
^ a Jbip^ a man^ or a guinea^ towards carrying on the war with 
^ vigour^ or towards ejkahlijhing that much wifiiedrfoar objtSt^ 
« peace: 

^ My Lord, I hope the meafuic wilf be made to produce to 
Government both fhips^ and men^ and guineas. For they 
^ would be very poor politicians, indeed, who could not in one 
^ meaiure comprehend many purpofes: and ftill poorer, who 
^ ihould mils the prefent opportunity of obtaining,, by this one 
^ meafuie of reform, .every delirable objed of the ftate. 

^ Another gentleman apprehends, that < nothing lefs than giv- 
^ ing every man in the kingdom a votCy would give univerfai 
« fatisfaOionJ 

" My Lordf itrufi tiat thert art very fo%o perfknt in tht 
^ kingdom who defire ft improper and impraiiicabli a meafurt. 
^ Buty if there were many^ the wifdomof Parliament would cor ^ 
^ re£f their plottj and the corroded would be well pleafed at the 

* €orre&ion* 

*^ My Lord, I (hall not vi^e a word to fliew the neceffity of' 
^ a reform in die reprefentation of thi> Coantry* I (hail only 
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^ in. array againil each other; every man who(e all has varied 
at diflFcrent periods of his life, can fpeak for himfelf, and fur 
^ whether the dearnefs in which he held theic different alls, viZiS 
^ equal. The lowed order of men confume their all daily, as 
^ faft as they acquire it. 

My Lord> juilice and poFicy require that benefit and burthcn> 
^ that the ihare of power and the (hare of contribution to tliac 
power, (hcHild be as nearly proportioned as poflxble. If ariftiv 
^ cracy will luvc all power, they are tyrants and unjuft to the 
^ people, becaufe ariftocracy alone does not bear the whole bur« 
^ then. If the (inalleft individual of the people ccHitends to 
^ be equal in power to the grcatcft individual^ he too is in his 
^ turn unjuft in his demands; for his burthen and contribution 
arc not equal. 

" Hitherto, my Lord, I have only argued againft Aeegualitji 
I (hall now venture to fpealc againft the univerfality of repre- 
fentation, or of a fliare in the government; for the terms 
^ amount to the (kmc. 

^ Freedom and fecurity ought furcly to be equal and univer- 
^ &L But, my Lord, I am not at all backward to contend that 
Ibmc of the members of a fociety may be free and Jecnrcy 
without having a (bare in the government. The happine^ 
and freedom, and iecurity of the whole, may even be ad« 
" vanccd by the exchtfion of fome, not from freedom and (ecu- 
^ rity, but from a (hare in the. government.'' 

Mr. Etftine- Thcfe are Mr. Tooke's (cntiments, and they 
fpeak for themfelves, without any commentary. It is very fur* 
tunate for me, therefore, as well as for the unfortunate' gentle- 
man- whom I reprefent, that thefubjc£i of his defence is alraoft* 
cxhaufted^ becanfe I myfclf am entirely fo ; and furely that cir- 
cumft^pce muft prcfent in the ftrongeft colours to men of your 
juftice and diicernment, the fatal precedent of fuch a uial; finoe 
even if I were capable of ^afping in my mind more matttr 
than the greateft reach of human thought and memory could 
comprehend, the bodily ftrength of the (bongeft man would (ink 
under the delivery. 

I have 
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T hare been pinced here, a<; you know, in a flibft ariuoat mA 
anxious fituatton for many G<iys during the hte trial ; I have 
had no opportunity of reft i:i the interval, but have been caled 
inccflantlv to the other labours of niy profcffion, and ana noar 
brought back r.gnin to the ftulce without die refineihinent wUch 
nature requircF, for it mi: ft be a dtflioncft mind whidi ooold 
feel the tranquillity ncccflary for hs reception; I came incn 
Court this morning {>errcuHy fubdued witfi fatigue and ag^ 
tion, and although I Icnow the dtfpofition' of my honoundife and 
learned friends to have left me at home, till die feafon arrived 
for the defence of the prifoncr ; yet anudft the chaos of matter 
which the fulfilment of their duty c^liged diem to faiybelbre 
you, it was impofTiblc for them to know, within even hours, the 
time I fhould be wanted. I hope, however, diat amidft aD 
thefe prefTures, I have been able to lay bcibre you fiifficknt 
information fur t*'.c difcharu-c of your duty to the prifimer and 
to the public. The matu-r for your confideration if a mere 
matter of facl — Has the prlfoner at the bar CMj^lrei^ with 
others^ to depofe the Kin^^ and to fvbvert by force tie Geverm* 
ment of the Kingthw. 

Tne fc:itinici;ts of Mr. Tojkc upon the fubje£l of our ex- 
cellent Government, which my learned friend, Mr. Gibbs;, has 
jurt rciid to yr)u, would in themfelves be fufficient to expofe die 
falfchood of the charge. The publication cannot be confidcrcd 
as a pretext, beciiufe tlu v h;n'e ever been uniformly fupportedby 
his condu£^. One of the moil honourable men in this Country 
now prefent, will prove to you that he acted upon thefe prin- 
ciples at the time he publifhed them, and offered all his influence 
and exertions to promote Mr. Pitt's plan, which was dicn in 
•agitation, and I will ler.d him on in your view day by day from 
that period till within a fortnight of his s^prehcnfton for this 
fuppofed Treafon. Mr. Francis, a moft honourable member of 
die Houfe of Commons, and one of the Society called the 
Friends of the People, having fuggefted a plan for the reform 
of Parliament, which appepj-cd to him to be moderate and rca- 
fonable, applied to Mr. Tooke, who wa^ then fuppofed to be 
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plotting the deftnidion of his Country, to give him his affiftance 
upon it. Mr. Tooke's anfwer was this — One fifth, or one 
^ tenth, nay one twentieth part of what you are afking will be 
^ a fcrfid benefit, and I will give it my fupport," Mr. Francis 
will tell you this upon his oath, and he will add what he has 
told me repeatedly in private, that he grew in his efteem from 
die candid and exjdicit manner in which he made this declara- 
tion. Mr. Sharpe has alfo proved that at the very time when 
all this (bene of guilt is imputed, Mr. Tooke was uniformly 
maintaining the fame fentiments in the mofl unreferved confi*- 
dence of private friendfhip. And I can go on calling witncfs 
after witnefs throughout the wide extended circle of all who 
have ever known him, that a firm and zealous attachment to 
the Britiih Government, in its uncorrupted flate^ has been the 
uniform and zealous tenor of his opinions and cohdu£l ; yet in 
the teeth of riiis evidence of a whole life, you are called upon, 
on your oaths, to ihed his blood, by the verdi£): you are to give 
in this place. 

Gentlemen, I cannot conclude widiout obferving that the 
conduct of this abufed and unfortunate gentleman, throughout 
the whole of the trial, has certainly entitled him to admiration 
and refpefl ; I had undoubtedly prepared myfelf to conduct his 
caufe in a manner totally different from that which I have pur* 
fued ; it was my purpofe to have fele£ted thofe parts of the evi- 
dence only by which he was affeded, and by a minute attention 
to the particular entries, to have feparated him from the refl. 
By fuch a courfe I could have fleered his vefTel fafely out of 
the florm, and brought her, without damage, into a harbour 
of fafety, whilfl the other imfortunate prifoners were left to 
ride out this awful tempeftr But he infifled on holding out a 
rope to fave the innocent from danger — he would not fuffer his 
defence to be put upon the footing which difcretion would 
have fuggefled. On the contrary, though not implicated himr 
felf in the alledged confpiracy, he has charged me to wafle and 
deftroy my flrength to prove that no fuch guilt can be brought 
home to others. I rejoice in having been made the humble in- 
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Ym nqr tta I M twsi« 4^ 
bcfood nqr lim oeiilMr iiwt um $mt^ m ^ 

cc«d <drthtr--rl 4o not, mM, itf»f»rjiidKHr ppriMMb 

porio aptivatr your jiadpratv bf tdhmn^ 

difeowrfe. But IcoQctiiiktlib wrfl^Si 

by imploring diat jMinqr beivA[||MMeAl!^^ 

oa alonr uoerriiigly diicft te^MttiM^I itt Atpsiritif 
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SESSION HOUSE IN THE OLD BAILEY. 
Tburfday^ Novenbir tbc %Otb. 

PEESENT, 

Lord Chief Juftice EYRE; 
Lord Chief Baron MACDONALD; 
Mr, Baron HOTHAM; 
Mr. Juftice GROSE; 
Mr. Juftice LAWRENCE; 
And others, his Majefty's Juftices, &c. 

yohn Horne Toeke Jet to the bar» 

EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENDANT. 

Major Cartwrigbfj (fworn.) 
Examined by Mr. Erjkine. 

^ ARE you a member of che Conftitutional Socicty> uriiofir 
proceedii^ haye been examined in diis Court ? 

A. Of the Society for Conftitutional Information, I am. 

^ How long have you been a member of that Society / 

A. From its iirft inftitution. 

J^. By whom was that Society inftituted ? 

A. I think Doctor Brockelfby was one of the ftrft members 
the late Dodor Jebb was another, Mr, Capd Loft was anpthen 
Was you one I 

A* I was one. 

What were the objefis of the aflbciatian ? 

A* Theypropofed to give to the public, Conftitutional Infor* 
Oiatian, as exprefied in the original title of the Society, and of 
which the members who compo(ed it dioiight the public were 
very much in need, 
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Mr. T$9ki. Mj Lord Chief JviSukA iKVe l m m 4l^ 
orderlj^ apd I bope the motive of mf .mlka&n. ip laiiijp. 
not be miftakem I had prepared V t2i)r^eit 
before I knew the courfe wfaidi this fftntadiaB waiffA lakt^ I 
am not defirous to introduce b cS li rf dJl ^Ohw^i aod mmitBifmfh 
ly before Ae nation, a great deal of tvidettoe^ wtoch I odgtijf 
thought might poffibly be ncccBkxfikrmf dcfenee. If Atf 
the Profecutor, and the Jury, fhniildrJiifjr u e pdBpj^ lbgp 
to go on with that body of cvidenqs^flMp^^inqitt ff«ip|||b 
I (hall then be very well contenlr4>W|fc^.7|foduoe 
other motive whateveri than to ai|p||u:lo dat that wlii^ tttNvdy 
necefHiry in my own dcfencei and Mfiii(l9i^j:ff^ 
of luHng myfelf in the opinion of f^KS/hsr^ ^SHIPP'Ht^^ M 
from any motive that which it not neoc&ry, | inqr 'Mk 
fine myfelf merely and barely .to tl^t. which J[ oifgfaL l.hifit 
your Lordfliip will not mifuiKierfland me» I cannot fpcak^fnp^ 
fully with propriety,, but if tlw Cqur^.thc ][!lofn«^r^^ 
Jury, do not think itabfolutcly necdlaiy that I fl^ooMgojaia 
the evidence, I am very willing Ip rplViquil^ it 9 and 1^ ipif 
go into the evidence by the dire^on of your LfOsdflii|i. 

Lo?'d Chief J u ft tee Eyre. It does not appear to ak^ .Mr. 
Tooke, Aat it is pofHble for the Cou(t to (ay one wldid upoa 
that fubjc(S^: all that the Court can do is, when 70m* oftrvg 
head of evidence to fay, whether in dieir judgmaat cfaat Jud-of 
evidence is competent to the prefcnt enquiry. If tlie'|M06flMDr 
thinks fit to fay any thing to you upon the fubje^. tbat is^^ite' 
another confidcration, but the Court certainly cannot tdioe |||^ 
itfelf to give any intimation or diredionin any refpeft{ farvy- 
felf, individually, I have no wiih to narrow thtt grounds' of jfov 
defence in any manner, I (ball wi(b that you may lay it bofixv 
the Jury, in the fulleil manner, as &r as the rules of law and of 
evidence will permit you to do it, and I fhall think no time mjf- 
fpent in hearing it. 

Air, Tooke. I am perfeftly aware, and do not mean, I know 
if I did mean, I ihould not be permitted to bring in c ompetent 
evidence^ but I could do no otherwife than addreis mjfelf to 
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Ae Court, pcrfedUy (atisfied with your Lordftiip's anfwer; but 
my addrefs is, in hi&j to the profecutor, though I apply to your 
Lordfhip. 

Air, Attorney Generak That addrefs being made to me I 
think it my duty to Mr. Tooke, to inform him, that I fpeak at 
prefent under an Impreifion, that when the cafe, on the part of 
the profecutor, is underftood, it has received as yet. In the open- 
ing of his Counfel, no anfwer; and I, therefore, defire that 
Mr. Tooke will underftand me as meaning to ftate to the Jury, 
that I have proved the cafe upon die indictment. 

Mr. Erjkine. Then we will go into the whole cafe* Major 
Cartwright, What were the objeds of that Aflbciation, that 
you were proceeding to ftate ? 

A>. The objeds of that Society were fimply to give Conftitu- 
tional Information to the public, particularly, and exprefsly, for 
the purpofe of promoting a Parliamentary Reform for the reco- 
very of their loft rights. 

Lord Chief Juftice Eyn. I am forry to diftrefs Major Cart- 
wright, but I do not hear one word. 

Major Cartwright. I was afked the obje£^s of that Society, 
diey were fimply, as far as I know, to communicate Conftltu- 
tional Information to the public, and particularly to promote a 
recovery of what they thought loft rights, particularly meaning 
the right of reprelentation In the Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Erjktne. Having ftated this to have been the original 
obje£t, and you remaining, to this hour, a member of diat 
Society — did the Society ever, to your knowledge, change thefc \ 
objeas I 

J* I never entertained fuch an idea« 

If there had been any deviation in the Society, from It$ 
original objeAs, was your attendance upon it fuch as that you 
conceive you muft have known it ? 

J, For the laft two years it has fcarccly been in my power 
to attend at all \ but I was many years in the habit of attending 
diat Society, and never did perceive any indication whatever of 
changing its object, or acting upon any otlier principle than that 
upon which it let gut. 

G g 3 ^ Did 



^ Did the Society, in jniifdixi^ 9ii^^ 
ftated to have exifled, adopt any i&a ^'ibf "itUehftiKljin^ 
firt by other perfons ? 

A. Intheout4etof tfaatSo(%;i<iM«^ 
flient of the members was in fitfMlf 1^1^ 
Annual Partiaments-^hat Societ^^^^Mlifl^^ 
of Richmond brought his bill ittfaT^lABftl^i^* alll' VUIUMI 
publication of his letter to Golcii3''|Kj^^ ^ bdbMli 
duct, upon thefe two occafions, nitl'iifitt llkfe 'txiilisASSbpA 
approbation of that Sodety. ' ' ** 

^ Was the Duke of Richnnolri' W fekjdt^ 
circulated amoi^ the members cf thSi S^d^'t 

A Yes. ■ ^ ■ 

J^. And did the Dukc*s plan^ as'ftateS 'id Att 
your approbation ? 

A. Thatisafiaicannotpoifi(^]^ |i^ 
recollefi the particular circumflance^ when lite 1 
Jb communicated, but I have no dodk'if dD tfttft ( 
in that Society, who was in the lu^ di^ ituimflng^ 4 
cerned himfelf at all about die bbjefib hi thul 9636^,1 
fectiy well know the nature of die plan of the Dtalbe tfttA^ 
bond's bill, as well as of his letter t» Cbkfnel Shartnot' ' ' ' 
Do you icmember the letter to Cblonel Shahdfaif 

A, I have read it formerly—I prdhme the leUtfr *1itM|jmfa% 
is an authentic copy of it. * 

Mr. Erjklne. It has been prdved upon both ^al&^' fck 
been audienticated upon oath here by the Duke ItSkSittoliflr 

A. Reading the Duke of Riclunond's plan, as conibfiMiiiri 
the bill he brought into Parliament, and in fcis lettit to ddlbncl 
Sharman, I can fpeak from a particular knowledge of nvffelf, 
and other gentlemen, ading upon Abie pnnripleS, btcttifb I had 
the honour of many converfations ^ifidi Ae Dulbe dt ^BSiikMA 
upon the fubjedV, bodi before and after he brotight in hisi>il^ 
and wrote diat letter. 

^. You being a member of this Society for CotlfHtirticuui 
Information, and continuing to be fo after the Duke's^lppKca- 
.lion to Parliament, and after the publication of his phn, did you 

continue 
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contixme aflbcfated to cvry that pUn^ as £tf as you couU do it^ 
into execution — I alk as far as related to yourfelf, and /our own 
opinions ? 

y/. I ooittinued, and I believe duit the Society itlelf continued 
to a& ; I cannot pretend to (ay, tfmt the Ible objed of the So- 
ciety was to wSt folely and precifely upon the Duke of Rich-* 
mocid'a pkni but dieir great iA>]cSt Was a radical eilentiai 
Reform in the Houfe of Conunons. There was a confiderable 
<&veritty of opiinoBS in that Society Upon the precife plan that 
ought to be adopted, or dut was Hioft likely to fucceed, foofie 
thought Uttiver&l Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, the true 
principles-of the Conftitution : I was one of dut number, and 
am of that number ftill } but, at the fame time, I fpeak for my* 
(elf and other gentlemen, for whofe fentiments I caii ai/wer, 
that the Society for Conftitutional Information woidd have 
thought diemlehres, and tbetr Country, very happy, if a Reform, 
very confidendily fliort of diat which they conceived the rule 
of perfe£ttony could hatvd been obtatikd^ 

^ Would you haveremained, and would you ftand up before 
me now remaining a member of di2it Society, i^ from all you 
know of it, all you have ieen, all you have heard, all you have 
obferved, you had had reafon to beUeve, or to fufped, that they 
meant to fubvert the GoVeramait, and to deftroy the office, and 
titk of die King I 

jt* I would have renaiifeed in dnt Society, let dieir obje£b be 
what they mighty hut it would have been in order to have 
removed men who had fudi obje£b. 

^ Did you ever hear any perfoo in diat Society^ ptfopoJe'to 
brii^aiiy focb matter to pa6 i 

jf. Never. 

^ Until die apprehenfion of die unfortunate perfoo^ whofe 
tvisds bang us into thitf pbce> had-you ever heard of any fnch 
dHpofidon iff dus* Society ? 

jf. Never in the finalleft particular. 

J^. Did ever any man in that Society make a modon or pro* 
pofitioo, or in difcourfe- figaify an <^inion of diat deteftable 

0*^4 nature. 




oahlre, to dfeftrojr, lif fime, Omi 

y/. Certainly not 
txoits becftiife 3fOU (bem to iMTtttaNp^ 

dbrervadons. ^jt-jiwO k. 'j< 

Jl/i'. Atfrrnj GimrmL 1 did 
Counfcl were fitting there, tlMI 
dicv and then that difEcolty v 

Lard CUtf JuJHte Byrw. TJta 
without thefe obferfadons. r. ;a. .i^ i^^^ « :r 

Mr. T^ki. The prifaner's hKkwii ilJ tn !>■ ■MMiiil 
have not looked in his face. • . > w/ v- 

ilfr. £r^. I will put tl» < 
riphrafcs, diat it may be i 
attendance upon dut Society, hear 
even any difcourfe uttered, that 'wtMt 

charged upon this indifbnent i 
>/. Certainly not. 

Having aflced you concerning the- 
ConAitutional Society, and you having told lhe< 
particular members of that Society had Andes of < 
opinion concerning the beft mode to be a do p ted^ I 
whether you know the gentlomaa at Ae bai^ ■ Afe..XoolBtl 
yl. \ have known Mr. Tooke about fixteen yearau ^ - ;. 

Has your knowledge of him been o£ anilltiaHleftrtf. 
7f. Very intimate. 

Has your knowledge of him been of fo intimaie % btt as 
that, knowing him in private life, and being- alio a 
the fame Society, you can inform die Caurt what 
principles and opinions as regarding this queftion i 
- A. Mn Tooke always appeared, to me^ both in his public 
conduct aiid in his private convcrfatians, to be a fteady, fim, 
inflexible fii'wiid to a Rvioim in the Houfc of Commons. 

^ Was 
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J^. Was the Refoim that he Was the firm, fteady, and inflcx* 
ible friend of, upon the plan which you hold in your band, or 
any plan of a different nature, ihort of that ? 

^. I do not know that Mr. Tooke had any particular ob- 
jefiions to this plan, but I know that it did not concur with his 
particular opinions. 

J^. Have you ever argued that matter with him, and found 
that difference of opinion in him ? 

jf. I have. 

Did you find Mr. Topke in any part of his public con- 
duct, or in the courfe of that long intimacy which has fubfifled 
between you, a man floating between different opinions, taking 
up one opinion one day and another on another, or did he appear 
to you to be fteady to one particular opinion ? 

A. Of all men I ever knew, Mr. Tooke appeared to me to 
be the fteadieft and moft invariable in his opinions from the 
time that I have known hioi, becaufe I believe that they were 
formed prior to that period, and his good fenfe never gave him 
occafion to alter them. 

^ In the long courfe of the intimacy that you have before 
ftated, and your acquaintance with Mr. Tooke's condutS in 
public, did you ever hear any thing fall from him difrefpedlful to 
the office of royalty in this Country I 

A. Quite the reverie ; in converfing with Mr. Tooke upon 
(ubje£b of that kind, at times, whep other opinions were put 
abroad, I have always heard him maintain that the regal and the 
ariftocratical branches of the Conftituiion of this Country were 
good and excellent in themfelves, and that if a Reforni in the 
other branch of the Conftitution, meaning the Houfe of Com- 
mons, could be obtained, that our Conftitution then, in his 
opinion, would be the moft perfe& of any upon earth. I am 
not repeating Mr. Tooke's words, becaufe I have not a memory 
iufficient for that purpofe, but I remember that was always the 
impreffion made upon my mind from his converfation. 

J^. Thpn I underftand you not to be ftating what Mr. Tooke 
has (aid upon any one particular occafion^ but that this is the 

refult 
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^ Did you in the fpring of 1792 find any wialiMVok.Aai* 
dcncytdftf tari«tion, id Cbofe oitMil»| jf^g 
hiflexiUy pnrfiied f -v » *' 

^. Notdieleall: I tMh tecdBhSt tf-CMMlMoi^ J>lKl|M 
two or three tiitics fcpcMe^ ai dilfcMIl ririMli- ^4ilok suriiv 4V 
imprcffion upon ittf mind frdrti *4tMV UtfllMiM 
Tooke made itfe of, m order «0(te«r*ittfU» oll$0Ak^ 
the lame letigdis as tiiofe of Mr. fOkmmt Mw^ fmilmtim 
had fp c ci d a tc d upon Qote mu n^n i : t-40tmibi^ piit6llt^ktifMB 
flTaflmii ng it by (peaking of- pa^ ftiM .iWttfky .tM4^p||M|ril 
together : he iaid, men may get into the Smtt^tt^gjKSi&t^tdkf^M^ 
an intentionr of ttarelKii^ to a cdMiauUlMM i ano nlirdMllfaft 
to get oat at one ftage^ another at aMdMr^ femvoieiilinay tMMf 
fomeAmg more---<i Rcf>mt in die iioiAd GowactouriiiBK 
I want. And, ftill purfuing bit finiii of ito ftagfk»<9aid^ iMT 
feid— When I find myfetf at BottnOowI jgm oof, aM dttt 
want to go farther may go to WaMUbi^ da^lib^ 
but when I get to Hounflow (applying, ic o» the lloifc 
Commons), there I get out, no further wift-I g% bp Go4 . 

j^. A letter has been read iiv vMimot hmt 4knMi d»' Sndeqf 
for Conftitutional Information^ of irilidi yoli Aenwi% wMil* 
are, a menAer, to die Sociefy of gantliiaiin' calM die Fnn# 
of the People, in Fritfi Street, Which has itm> MriUmtti hnr 
tt> Mr. Hbm&Tooke) by the Connfcl tbt'^CaMai-hiff^ gtmA 
as to lay who wrote that letter j becaufe yOnr Society' ii not m 
corporation i 

J, Not Mr. Tooke; ^at I can (af of mf own perjbaal 
knowledgr, a knowledge which cannot deeeire me. 

3 I^rd 
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Lor^ Q)ief Jnjttee Eyrt. I tak« that to be the letter wKich 
produced the anfwcr from the Societ)' of the Friends of the 
People, declining the intercourfe. 

Mr. Erjhlne, Juft fo, dated Free Mafons Taircrn, imme- 
diately upon the inftitution of the Society called the Friends of 
the People; will you juft caft your eye over that letter ? 

A. I "have read this letter in the Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons, I believe it is a true copy of 
the original. 

How came you to be fo well acquainted with that k-ttcr ? 
An I was in the chair at the time that it was fcnt, and I was 
the perfon who fubfcribed it as chairman. 

And you confented to the fending of it ? 
A. I did. 

What was the objeft of fending it — mean from what 
pafled in Ac Society at the time it was fent ? 

A. It had been a conftant obfenrarion in the Society for Con- 
ffiturional Information, that gentlemen in of^xrfition to Govern- 
ment, in the Houfcs of Parliament, very frequently made great 
profeffions of patriotifm, but did not always, when Aeir own 
ram was ferved, aft up to the fame principles ; that letter was 
written as a ferious, friendly, folemn warning to that new 
Society, which was compofed in a confiderable degree of mem- 
bers of Parliament, 

A warning of what fort — ^fbr what purpofe ? 
A, To guard them againft a departure from thofe principles 
-which they once profeffed friendly to the Conftitotion. 

Was that a general oblervaticm of the Society at the time 
-they fait the letter, or had it an application to sny particxdar 
thing which either had happened, or, in their conception, might 
happen ? 

A, 1 conceivt it was not meant to convey ^nyperfonal re- 
•fleftion, as applied to partiailar gentlemen, at that rime, but 
only as the refiik of thofe obfervations that they had been ri 
the habit of making; that fuch had been Ac pradttce, tew 
frequently, of gentlemen in oppofiiion. 
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" A, Certainly not 

^ That letter was received by the Society of the Friends 
of the People ; after it was received, and after the anfwer wasfent, 
did you continue to be a member of the Society of the Friends 
of the People ? 

A, I did, and am now. 

Did the Society of the Friends of the People know, and 
do they now know, that you, who are a member of their So- 
ciety, was a member of the other Society, and ftill continue to 
befo? 

A. Tliey could not but know it^ as I had figned that letter 
as chairman of the Society for Conflitutional Information. 

Do you know who wrote the anfwer to the letter which is 
figned by Lord John Rufl'cl ? 

A. I do not* 

J^. Are there any other members of the Conflitutional Sa» 
ciety that were at that time in the fame predicament with yaur- 
£blf, members of both Societies ? 

A, I cannot call to mind any juft at this moment? 

^ Was Dodlor Towers one ? 

A. Yes, he was one. 

Is not Do£br Towers now a mqmbcr of the Conflitu- 
tional Society ? 

A. Not having attended of late I cannot anfwer that 

J^. Upon the whole, am I to underftand that until this which 
brings us into this place, the apprehenfion of the prifoner, that 
yoi* neither fiiw nor heard *y thing in this Society which K d 
you to believe that any dcfign againft the Conftitution was iii 
agitation ? 

A. So far from a defign againft the Conftitution, the very 
pbjecl of the Society was to fupport the Conftitution, and to 
leftorc it to its true principles. 

Did yQu ever hear — I do not fpeak of a formal prppofi- 
tion — but did you eycr hear any moving towards force of arms 
rr violence ? 

./.No. 

Si Have 
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was miftaken. I did not go fo hr into the diicuffion of tbe fubje£l 
with Mr. Tooke as I wiflied to do ; but I waved it that tunc, 
as I did not feel myfelf fufficientiy prepared to dikuis fo nice a 
queftion with fo able a man as Mr. Tooke; therefore I wiihcd 
to take further time for cpnUderation before I renewed the con^ 
verlationwith him, which I meant to do, but it ib happened that 
I never did. 

J^. Do you recoiled what that propofition was-— was it this, 
that every man has a right to a (hare in the Government ? 
A Yes. 

J^. That was the propofition denied by me ? 

A. I do not recoUeft whether it was exprefled in the words 
you now ufe, but the fubftance of it wa^ as ypu now ftate. 

^ If you think there is any danger, in thefe times, in an- 
fwering the queftion I am going to put, you will decline 
it — Do you recoUedt publifliing an engraving with number le& 
writings round it, tending to prove thcfc propofitions, of Uni- 
verial Suffirage, and the right of every man to a ihore in the 
Government ? 

J. Perfcaiy. 

Do you recolleft whether, difputing the principle, I did or 
did not fubfcribe, and what, to that engraving ? 

jf. There was fome converfation paffed upon the fubjcft; 
my recolle^on is fo faint that I cannot pretend to give an 
anfwer to fay what. 

From any converfations, bet^^'een you and myfelf, can 
you, or can you not, draw 'any conclufions of my opinions of 
Mr. Paine and his writings ? 

A I drew conclufions, in my own mind, from convcrlatiomi 
tfiat Mr. Tooke and I had upon Mr. Paine's writings. 

J^. What werethofc conclufions? 

A. That Mr. Tooke by no mc*uis approved of a great part 
of Mr, Paine's writings but that he thought other parts of hii^ 
writings would be very bcncficidl, not only to this -nut ion, but tq & 
pthers. 

Did you then think that I approved of Mr. Locke's wri- 

A Only 
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A, Only ia part. 

^ Can you recollect:, at any tune, my having fpoken ge« 
ncrally in praifc of Mr. Locke ? 
A. I do jioT remember. 

Did you ever hear me pnuie a pure democracy ? 
An Quite the contrar}'. 

Have you ever heard me conteft with chofe who did ? 
A. Frequently. 
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